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PREFACE. 


of  the  work  now  offered  to 
the  public,  has  met  with  much  approbation 
in  Holland.  It  conftituted,  originally*  two 
different  works  ;  the’  account  of  the  voyage 
to  Batavia,  Bantam,  and  Bengal,  having 
been  firft  publifhed;  and  afterwards,  fepa- 
rately,  that  of  the  voyage  to  Samarang, 
Macaffer,  Amboyna,  &c.  Heiice  proceeds 
the  different  forms  in  which  the  two 
voyages  are  moulded  ;  and  hence  fome 
repetitions  occur  in  the  fecond,  of  what 
had  been  noticed  in  the  firft. 

Mr.  Stavorinus  was  poft- captain  in  the 
naval  fervice  of  the  States  General ;  but  a 
long  period  of  peace,  and  the  little  employ- 
a  2  merit 
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ment  that  occurred  in  the  Dutc^i  navy  for 
men  of  enterprize  and  abiliti/;,  prompted 
him  to  requeft  permiffion  to  go  a  voyage  to 
the  Eaft-Indies,  as  captain  in  the  employ  of 
the  Dutch  Eaft- India  Company,  retaining, 
however,  his  rank  of  captain  in  the  navy. 
The  accounts  of  his  two  voyages,  in  that 
capacity,  are  here  given  j  and  his  readers 
will  find  him,  throughout,  a  man  of  obferva- 
tion  and  intelligence.  He  was  afterwards 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  rear-admiral,  which 
he  held  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Acquainted  with  the  family,  though  not 
with  the  perfon,  of  the  author,  during  a  re- 
fidence  at  Middleburgh,  in  Zealand,  the 
tranflator  has  endeavoured  to  do  all  poflible 
juftice  to  his  work,  in  the  drefs  in  which  he 
now  prefents  it  to  the  public.  A  regard  for 
truth,  however,  obliges  him  to  declare,  that 
he  has  had  to  ftiugglsjwith  much  difficulty 
in  corre&ing  paffages,  which,  in  the  Dutch 
original,  are  extremely  faulty,  from  the  neg- 
ligencc 
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ligence  of  the  editor ;  the  original  abounds 
in  typAg'-ap'/^al  errors,  and  in,  miftakes  in; 
numerical  chara&ers,  feme  of  which  the 
tfanflator  has  re&ified  from  their  obvibuf- 
nefs,  and  a  Certain  knowledge  of  the  true 
reading,  Others  from  conjedture,  and  others, 
though  as  few  in  number  as  poffible,  he  has 
been  obliged  to  let  remain  as  he  found 
them. 

With  refpedl  to  tjie  notes  and  additions 
which  he  has  made,  they  are  colledted  from 
every  authentic  fource  within  his  reach; 
from  the  accounts  of  other  travellers,  from 
other  Dutch  writers,  from  authentic  docu¬ 
ments,  manuferipts,  and  ftatements,  and,  in 
a  few  inftances,  from  oral  information  :  the 
work,  together  with  the  additions,  he  flat¬ 
ters  himfelf  will  be  found  to  contain  much 
new  information  refpedting  the  attual  and 
late  pofleflions  of  the  Dutchdn  India,  which, 
in  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs,  cannot 
fail  of  being  extremely  interefting.  He  had, 

for 
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fot  Co  me  time  previous  to  the  publication  of 
theie  voyages,  colle6ted  the  materials  whence 
his  additions  have  been  made,  with  an  idea 
of  forming  them  into  a  general  account  of 
the  Dutch  Indian  fettlements ;  but  meeting 
with  thefe  voyages,  and  thinking  an  Englifh 
verfion  of  them  could  not  fail  of  being  ac¬ 
ceptable,  he  conceived  himfelf  more  ade¬ 
quate  to  the  talk  of  giving  a  tranflation,  with 
the  additional  information  required,  to  ren¬ 
der  the  whole  as  complete  an  account  of  the 
Dutch  fettlements  as  his  materials  would 
admit  of,  in  notes,  than  to  that  of  com- 
pofing  an  original  work  himfelf  upon  the 
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The  CAPE  OF  GOOD  HOPE,  BATAVIA, 
BANTAM,  and  BENGAL; 

IN  THE  YEARS  1768^177 1. 


BOOK  I. 

CHAPTER  I. 

Departure  from  Zealand. — The  Shingles.— 
Southampton. — Portsmouth. — Gosport. 
— Departure  from  Spithead. — The  Needles. 
— JJlands  of  Porto  Santo  and  Madeira. — 
Flying-JiJh. — Ijlands  of  Sal  and  Bona  Vista. 
— Dorados. — Dolphins,  -r-  Albicores. — Bonitcs.  — 
Sharks.— Pilot-fifh.^— Cape  St.  Augustine. — 
The  Abrol'hos. — Signs  of  Land. — Variation  of 
the  Compajs. — Anchorage  in  Table  Bay,  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope.  * 

On  the.  1  oth  of  June,  1768,  the  Eaft- 
India  Company’s  (hip  the  Snoek  (the  Pike J* 
under  my  command,  received  her  final  dis¬ 
patches  ;  and  upon  muttering  the  crew,  for 
the  lad  time,  we  found  that  the  number  of 
men  on  board  amounted  to  two  hundred  and 
toL.  i.  B  twenty- 


twenty-five  ;  confifting  of  one  Aundred  and 
forty-feven  feamen,  feventy-K-ven  foldiers, 
and  a  paffenger,  who  was  a  mechanic.*  We 
Were  fitted  out,  as  ufual,  for  nine  months, 
and  were  bound  to  Batavia,  by  the  way  of 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope .  On  the  13th,  the 
wind  coming  round  to  the  eaftward,  we 
flipped  our  cables,  in  the  road  of  Rammekens , 
and  fet  fail ;  but  on  reaching  Flujhing  roads, 
the  tide  failing,  and  the  wind  veering  to 
the  foufh,  we  were  obliged  to  come  to  an 
anchor.  We  remained  here,  windbound, 
till  the  24th,  when  we  again  weighed  an¬ 
chor,  and  put  to  fea  with  a  frefh  gale  from 
the  eaft,  and  fine  weather,  faluting  the  town 
of  Flujhing  with  fifteen  guns.  We  were 
clear  of  the  land  at  nine  o’clock  a.m.  and 
returning  the  farewel-falute  of  the  pilotboat 
that  had  accompanied  us,  we  fleered  for-  the 
Straits  of  Dover,  and  loft  fight  of  the  ifland 
of  Walcheren  about  noon.  At  funrife,  the 
next  day,  we  faw  the  eppofite  coafts  of  Eng¬ 
land  and  France  ;  of  the  former,  the  North 
and  South  Forelands,  and  of  the  latter,  the 
high  land  411  the  neighbourhood  of  Calais. 
At  noon  we  found  ourfelves  abreaft  of  Dover , 
which  is  the  firft  place  on  the  Englifh  coaft 
I'  '  that 
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that  appears  on  entering  the  Channel;  here 
the  eafterl^/wind  failed  us  again,  and  it  be- 
ga#°  blow  a  ftiff  gale  at  s.w.  which  made 
us  refolve,  the  next  day,  to  run  in  behind 
the  Shingles f  and  there  wait  for  a  more  fa¬ 
vourable  opportunity  of  proceeding  on  our 
voyage.  Belides  feveral  other  (hips,  we 
found  lying  at  anchor  here,  our  States’  fri¬ 
gate,  the  Young  • Prince  of  Orange ,  com¬ 
manded  by  Count  Byland,  tent  out  to 
cruife  for  the  homewardbound  Eaft-India 
fleet,  and  which  had  failed  from  Campvere 
the  fame  day  we  left  Fluffing.  • 

The  Shingles  is  the  name  given  to  a  large 
fand,  that  ftretches  out  full  a  league  and  a 
half  from  the  Englith  coaft,  fomewhat  to 
the  weftward  of  Folkjlone.  It  appears  above 
water,  but  is  very  low,  and  would  be  very 
dangerous,  efpecially  in  th£  night,  were 
there  not  a  lighthoufe  at  its  extreme  point, 
whereby  thips  are  enabled  to  perceive  and 
avoid  *he  danger.  Veflels  lie  in  tafety  here, 
protected  from  the  s.w.  and  weft  wiirils ; 
but  being  open  to  the  s.s.w.  and  fouth, 
when  the  wind  veers  a  point  lower,  the^ 
muft  of  neceflity  immediately  put  to  fea. 

On  the  29th  of  June,  we  faw  two  home- 
b  2  ward- 
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Wardbound  Eaft-Indiamen  (landing  towards 
tjs  ;  upon  which  the  States’  '\frigate,  the 
Young  Prince  of  Orange ,  weighed  afijf^or, 
and  fet  fail,  in  order  to  convoy  them  to 
Holland.  In  the  flight  we  had  an  eclipfe 
of  the  moon ;  the  beginning  of  which,  by 
my  obfervation,  gave  a.  difference  of  f  31" 
in  time  between  Paris  and  our  fituation  at 
anchor,  or  i°  52*  45"  weft  longitude  from 
the  meridian  of  Paris. 

The  following  day,  being  the  '30th  of 
June,  the  wind  came  round  in  the  evening 
to  the  eafttvard ;  whereupon  we  left  the 
Shingles  a  fhort  time 1  before  midnight,  and 
held  our  courfe  farther  down  the  Channel. 
But  on  the  next  day,  having- fcarcely  reached 
as  far  as  the  Ifie  of  Wight,,  the  Iky  began 
to  affume  a  black  and  menacing  afpedt  to¬ 
wards  the  weft,  while  the  eaft  wind  now 
wholly  failed  Us.  Apprehensive  of  the  com¬ 
ing  ftorm,  we  handed  all  our  fails,  and  it 
loon  burfl  upon  us  with  the  greateft  vehe¬ 
mence  :  it  was  accompanied  with  the  moft 
tremendous  thunder  and  lightning,  and 
feemed  to  threaten  inevitable  definition. 
On  Ihore,  as  I  afterwards  was  informed,  it 
caufed  great  devaluation  :  on  the  road  from 
1  I  London 


[53 

London  to  Portfmouth ,  many  trees  were  ftruck 
by  the  lightning,  and  torn  up  by  the 
roq£;  while  much  damage  was  done  in  all 
the  farms  and  gardens  thereabouts.  This 
thunderftorjp  continued  .about  three  hours, 
from  feven  till  ten  o’clock  at  night,  without 
however  doing  our  fhip  any  material  da¬ 
mage.  The  wind  then  veered  to  the  s.w. 
where  it  remained  ftationary,  and  blew 
moftly  iit  heavy  gales,  without  intermiflion, 
from  that  quarter,  till  the  7th  of  July,  when 
it  increafed  to  a  violent  ftorm.  This  in¬ 
duced  us,  the  next  day,  to  determine  upon 
putting  into  Portfmouth ,  that  we  might  not 
be  driven  farther  back  up  the  Channel ;  and 
that  the  crew  might  not  be  unneceflarily 
harafled,  without  our  being  able  to  ad¬ 
vance  on  our  voyage,  fince  our  men  were 
daily  falling  fick,  and  thirty  of  them  were 
already  unfit  for  duty.  We  accordingly 
reached  Spit  head,  and  call  anchor  there  the 
following  day,  being  the  8th  of  July. 

While  we  lay  here,  I  made  an  excur- 
fion  to  Southampton ,  which  is  fixteen  Englilh 
miles,  or  about  fix  hours’  walk  from  Gof- 
port ,  a  kind  of  fuburb  to  Portfmouth ,  lying 
on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  harbour.  The 
b  3  ‘  road 
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road  to  that  place,  leads  through  a  hilly', 
unpromifing,  and  barren  country,  but  which 
affords  food  for  fheep,  feveral'  flock|.  of 
which  we  met  with  on  our  way.  Here 
and  there  were  fmall  running  ftreams,  that 
flowed  down  from  the  hills,  into  the  val- 
lies.  We  flopped  halfway  at  a  village 
called  Titchfield,  being  two  long  ftreets  of 
tolerably  goodlooking  houfes. 

Southampton  is  a  town,  fituated  on  a 
river,  which  runs  into  the  fea  oppofite  to 
Newport ,  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight ,  navigable 
above  the  town,  for  vfeffels  of  a  moderate 
burden,  and  called  '  Southampton  -  water . 
When  the  Danes  were  in  pofTeffion  of 
England,  Southampton  was  the  feat  of  their 
kings.  It  is  naturally  ftrong,  being  almoft 
furrounded  by  two  branches  of  the  river ; 
it  is  befides  encircled  by  a  wall  of  hewn 
flone,  which  bears  ftrong  marks  of  antiquity. 
From  the  riverfide,  runs  a  long  and  broad 
flreet,  which  is  adorned  on  botfl  fides  by 
very  handfome  houfes,  reaching  as  .far  as 
the  fandgate,  which  opens  to  the  London 
road.  Over  the  gateway,  is  the  ftatue  of 
Queen  ANNE,  as  large  as  life.  This  long 
flreet  is  the  principal,  and,  indeed,  may  he 
l>  laid 
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{aid  to  be*  the  only  one,  the  others  being 
of  hardly  any  ronfequence  *.  The  town 
is  much  frequented  in  the  fummer  feafon 
by  the  Englifh  nobility  and  gentry,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  its  agreeable  fituation  ;  and  every 
kind  of  diverfion,  balls,  concerts,  plays,  &c. 
are  then  to  be  met  with,  as  was  the  cafe 
when  I  vifited  the  place. 

Portfmouth  is  at  prefent  a  well-fortified 
town,  wild  the  works  •  which  furrgund  it, 
particularly  on  the  landfide,  are  very  con¬ 
siderable.  Clofe  to  the  town,  on  the  north- 
fide,  are  the  King’s  building  and  dock¬ 
yards,  his  magazines  and  arfenals.  The 
immenfe  quantities  of  naval  and  military 
{lores,  that  are  kept  here,  are  incredible. 
Mod  of  the  Englifh  {hips  of  war  are  laid 
up  here,  in  time  of  peace,  but  they  are  al¬ 
ways  kept  afloat.  The  larged  {hips  of  their 
navy  are  to  be  feen  here :  I  was  on  board 
of  one,  a  three-decker,'  which  meafured  on 
the  lower  deck,  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
feven  feet  Englifh,  being  equal  to  one  hun- 

*  The  additions  and  improvements  which  have  been  made 
in  later  years,  fince  the  time  Mr.  Stavorinus  vifited  South¬ 
ampton,  1 768,  make  the  town  affurae  a  different  appearance 
from  what  is  here  defcribed.  T. 
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dred  and  ninety-five  and  a  quartdr  feet  Am* 
fterdam,  ahd  which  carrieckme  hundred  and 
twenty  guns  *.  , 

Oppofite  t»  Portfmouth,  lies  the  town  of 
Go/port.  The  inlet  between  both,  which  is 
very  wide,  is  ufed  for  a  harbour ;  its  en¬ 
trance  is  defended,  by  feveral  considerable 
batteries.  Gofport  has  many  ftreets,  and 
is  crouded  with  (hops,  which  in  time  of 
war,  aijd  when  there  are  many  fhipe  here, 
are  much  frequented,  and  very  flourifh- 
ing. 

On  a  point  of  land,  which  is  called 
Spithead,  whence  the  fame  appellation  is 
given  to  the  rdad  before  it,  where  the  King’s 
fliips  ride,  there  is  a  large  and  ftately 
hofpital  for  the  feamen  of  the  navy,  which 
is  kept  exceedingly  clean  and  neat,  and  in 
which  the  fick  are  treated  with  the  greatefl 
care  and  attention. 

The  24th  of  July,  the  wind  becoming 
favourable,  we  weighed  anchor  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  and  endeavoured  to  put  to  fea,  round 
the  weft-end  of  the  Ifle  of  Wight ,  orpaft 

*  The  larged  Ihips  in  the  Dutch  navy,  are  of  74  and 
to  guns;  their  harbours  wilMcarcely  admit  of  fliips  of  greater 

force.  T. 


I 


the 


[  9  ] 

the  Needles?;  but  in  the  afternoon,  we  were 
obliged,  by  a  change  of  wind,  to  let  drop  our 
anchor  before  Cowes ,  a  town  in  the  Ifle  of 
JVight ,  whence  a  great  trade  is  carried  on  to 
America;  and  on  the  26th,  as  it  began  to 
blow  hard,  and  the  road  of  Cowes  was  not 
very  fafe,  we  returned  again  to  Spit  Bead. 
The  next  day,  on  the  wind  again  coming 
round  to  the  eaft,  we  left  Spit  head ,  for  the 
fecond  time,  but  we  ftill  could  Hot  pafs  the 
Needles ;  for  coming  near  them,  we  found 
the  tide  againft  us,  and  the  wind  too 
fcanty  to  fail  out ;  .and  we  were  therefore 
obliged  to  turn  back  again,  and  anchored 
before  Yarmouth ,  which  is  a  fmall  place  in 
the  Ifle  of  Wight. 

The  Needles  are  high  Iharp  rocks,  like 
pyramids,  fituated  at  the  weftern  end  of  the 
Ifle  of  Wigbty  and  clofe  to  which  fhips  mull 
fail.  On  the  other  fide  of  the  channel,  lie 
the  Shingles ,  a  fand  which  is  dangerous  to 
be  approached  too  near. 

On  the  28  th  of  July,  however,  we  were 
fortunate  enough  to  clear  the  land  ;  but  it 
was  only  on  the  4th  of  Auguft,  that  we  left 
the  Channel,  and  fleered  our  courfe,  in 
order  to  run  in  fight  of  the  ifland  Porto  Santo . 

Between 
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Between  ten  and  eleven  o’c'iock  on  the 
morning  of  the  6th,  we  obferved  a  re¬ 
markably  ftrong  aurora  borea/is,  ftretch- 
ing  from  w.  n.  w.  to  n.  n  .e.  The  Hey  ap¬ 
peared,  in  thq£  quarter,  perfectly  in  flames ; 
the  rays,  which  Ihot  forth  in  a  Terpentine 
dire&ion,  from  the  horizon  to  the  zenith, 
•  were  inceflant ;  and  that  whole  fide  of  the 
heavens  feemed  to  be  agitated,  and  in  com- 
buftion  ;  the  horizon  was  clouded,  and  the 
wind  northerly,  blowing  a  light  gale  ;  the 
greateft  heat  that  day  was  6;°  by  Fahren¬ 
heit’s  thermometer ;  and  at  noon  our  lati¬ 
tude  was  48°  1'  north..  For  fome  days  fol¬ 
lowing  we  had  a  fteady  north  wind,  with 
frefh  gales,  fo  that  on  the  16th  of  Auguft 
we  ran  in  fight  of  the  iflands  Porto  Santo 
and  Madeira.  We  here  found  ourfeives 
30  6',  or  39  ’leagues,  more  to  the  eaftward 
than  our  eftimated  longitude,  fince  we 
had  taken  Our  lad  obfervation,  on  leaving 
the  Lizard  Point.  Many  veflels  make  an 
eafterly  mifreckoning  in  thefe  Teas ;  and  it 
may,  with  great  probability,  be  attributed  to 
the  indraught  of  the  currents,  in  the  bend 
between  Cape  Cant  in  t  and  Cape  St.  Vin¬ 
cent ,  towards  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar. 

Much 
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Much  care  ought  therefore  to  be  taken  in 
thefe  latitudes,  efpecially  in  the  night.  The 
weather  is  |bere  likewife  often  very  cloudy, 
which  was  the  reafon,  that  we  did  not  fee 
Porto  Santo  in  the  morning,  till  we  were 
within  three  or  four  leagues  of  it :  whereas 
jt  is  vifible  in  clear  weather,  at  the  diftance 
of  eight  or  nine  leagues  off. 

Porto  Santo  appears  in  the  w.N.w.  with 
four  high  hills,  the  northernmoft  of  which 
feepns  as  if  it  were  feparated  from  the 
others,  but  it  lofes  that  appearance,  on 
failing  two  or  three  points .  farther.  •  We 
ran  along  the  ifland  at  the  diflance  of  a 
fhort  ieague,  in  order  to  take  an  accurate 
view  of  it.  It  is  moftlji  hilly,  and  had  alfo, 
through  good  glaffes}  an  arid  and  barren  ap¬ 
pearance.  It  has  a  fteep  rocky  ftiore  all  round, 
except  On  the  foutheaft  fide,  where  there 
js  a  low  inlet  or  bay,  along  which  fome 
houljes  are  built.  There  is  a  great  rock  on 
its  north -fide,  lying  detached  from  the 
ifland,  \^hich,  when  it  bears  w.s.w.  per¬ 
fectly  refemtjes  a  church  with  a  fteeple, 
the  latter  rifing  from  its  fouthern  extremity*. 
There  are,  befides  this,  feveral  other  rocks, 
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as  well  under  water  as  above,  lying  all  round 
the  illand. 

Madeira  lies  s.w.  about  ffx  or  feven 
leagues  from  P-orto  Santo.  It  is  much  larger, 
and  has  fome  very  high  mountains.  When 
abreaft  of  Porto  Santo ,  you  firft  perceive  a 
great  hazinefs,  very  like  a  thick  fmoke,  to 
the  s.w.  nearly  ten  degrefes  above  the  ho¬ 
rizon,  which  on  a  nearer  approach  is  difli- 
pated,  and  the  high  land  of  Madeira  rifes 
to  view,  yet  ftill  enveloped  with  clouds 
halfway  downwards  from  the.  fummits  of 
the  hills.  To.  the  s.e.  of  it,  lie  three  finall 
iflands,  which  are  very  high,  but  barren  and 
uninhabited  ;  they  are  called  the  Ilhas  De¬ 
fer  t  as,  and  corruptly  by  our  feamen,  the 
Serjieros ,  and*  are  feen  at  a  great  diftance. 
The  fea  is  not  difcoloured  round  any  of  thefe 
iflands,  as  is  the  cafe  round  many  others, 
which  muft  chiefly  be  afcribed,  to  there  be¬ 
ing  no  ground,  but  very  clofe  to  the  fhore, 
whereby  the  water  retains  its  azure  limpid- 
nefs.  We  found  that  the  variatjpn  of  the 
compafs  was  here  17*  n.w.  and  the  greatefl: 
heat  of  the  day '  was  at  the  fame  time,  on 
board  our 
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The  number  of  lick  began  now  greatly 
to  increafe.  About  fixty  or  feventy  of  the 
crew  were  ^already  confined  to  their  births, 
and  four  had  ^died.  The  prevailing  dis¬ 
tempers  w^e  bilious  fevers  and  fpafmodic 
colics ;  -although  we  had  but  little  rain,  and 
no  exceffive  heat,  the  thermometer  feldom 
rifing  above  78°.  I  therefore  now  would 
not  fuffer  the  men  to  drink  beer,  but-  I 
had  it  mixed  with  their  barley-porridge  in 
the  morning,  and  only  allowed  them  water 
•  drink.  '  The  confequences  of  this  regu¬ 
lation  were  very  falutary  ;  for  very  few  fell 
lick  afterwards,  and  thofe  that  were  ill  re¬ 
covered,  though  gradually,  lo  that  on  ap¬ 
proaching  the  line,  we  had  but  few  on  the 
ficklift.  * 

tye  now  began  to  fee  many  flying 
filh  and  we  frequently  made  a  good 
breakfaft,  upon  luch  as  had  fallen  upon 
the  Ihip,  during  the  night,  as  they  fre¬ 
quently  do,  without  being  able  to  raife 
themfelves  again,  and  which  We  found  lying 
on  the  deck  in  the  morning.  They  are 
commonly  of  the  fize,  and  much  of  the 
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Ihape,  of  herrings,  though  they  are,  in  ge¬ 
neral,  rather  fmaller  than  larger  ;  the  head 
is  fotnewhat  obtufe,  the  back  bflackilh,  and 
the  belly  white  ;  they  are  tlje  beft  bait  that 
can  be  put  to  a  hook,  for  catching  of  dora¬ 
dos  and  albicores :  they  are,  moftly  to  be 
met  with  between  the  tropics,  though  they 
are  fometimes  feen  as  far  as  the  thirty- 
fecond  and  thirty-third  degrees  of  latitude  ; 
yet  at  this  diftance  they  are  but  rarely  found, 
and  never  wander  into  higher  latitudes. 

The  day  after  we  had  loft-  light  of  tWk 
iflands  Porto  Santo  and  Madeira ,  we  met 
with  the  fettled  north-eafterly  tradewind, 
with. which  we  fteered  to  the  weftward  of 
the  ifland  Palma  (the  moil  wefterly  of  the 
Canary  iflands),  and  palfed  the  tropic  of 
cancer  on  the  22d  of  Auguft,  five  days  lifter 
Ave  had  left  Porto  Santo  and  Madeira.  The 
greateft  hjat  on  the  day  we  pa  fled  the  tropic 
was  78  i  0 . 

On  the  27th,  at  about  three  o’clock  in 
the  morning,'  we  came  in  fight  of  the  IJle 
de  Sal ,  one  of  the  Cape  Verde  iflands.  We 
had  for  three  days  been  accompanied  by  a 
number  of  landbirds,  among  which  were 
many  fwallows  ;  and  thcfe  kept  clofe  to  us 
5  >  till 
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till  we  came  in  fight  of  land,  and  then 
they  left  us.  * 

The  iflaifd  Sal  is  not  very  high,  Except 
on  the  nortn-fide,  \vher%  it  is  diftinguifliable 
by  three  hAs,  the  northernmoft  of  which 
is  the  higheft.  The  land  to  the  fouthward 
of  thefe  eminences  is  middling  low,  and 
(lopes  into  the  fea,  at  the  s.e.  point.  The 
latitude  of  this  point  was,  by  obfervation, 
1 6°  34'  north;  and  the  variation  of  the 
compafs  io£  degrees  n.w.  The  thermo¬ 
meter  on  board  flood  that  day,  at  two 
o’clock  p.m.  between  83°  and  84°.  The 
ifland  appeared  to  be  about  three  or  four 
leagues  in  length,  and  /ull  half  as  broad. 
There  is  a  very  dangerous  reef,  that  extends 
out  frflm  its  north-fide,  but  it  feemed  elfe- 
where  to  be  tolerably  bold  and  (afe. 

About  fix  or  feven  leagues  nearly  fouth  of 
IJle  de  Sal ,  lies  the  ifland  Bona  Vijla,  which 
is  almoft  one-third  larger,  and  rather  lower, 
than  the  former  :  it  has  two  eminences  of  a 
middling  height,  that  appear  diftin&ly  upon 
it.  There  are  two  reefs,  one  at  the  north- 
fide,  and  one  at  the  fouth -fide,  which  ftretch 
out  to  the  eaflward,  and  which  are  both 
yery  dangerous.  The  £a(l-Ihdia  Company’s 

(hip 
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fhip  Leimuiden ,  was  wrecked  on  one  of  them 
in  the  year  1769.  Both  thefe  iilands  ap¬ 
pealed  very  barren ;  and  Bona  feenaed 
iandy,  being  here,  and  there  knterlperfed 
with  low  fandhills.  Ji  * 

We  found  ourfelves,  by  obfervation,  at 
thefe  iflands,  12?  leagues  more  to  the  weft- 
ward,  than  our  eftimation,  fince  our  laft  ob¬ 
fervation  of  the  longitude  off  Madeira.  The 
light  winds  and  high-running  fea,  prevented 
us  from  paffing  to  the  eaftward  of  the  ifland 
Bona  Vijia  ;  and  we  were  at  laft  obliged,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  danger  of  touching  upon 
the  reefs,  to  run  between  that  ifland  and  Sal, 
after  we  had  fpent«four-and-twenty  hours  in 
vain  attempts  to  weather  Bona  Vijia.  On 
the  28th,  in  the  evening,  we  loft  ftght  of 
thefe  iflands,  and  directed  our  courfe  towards 
the  line. 

The  northeaft  tradewind  failed  us  two 
days  afterwards,  and  changed  to  fouth  and 
s.  s.w.  which  was  exactly  in  our  teeth. 
We  were  then  in  13!*  of  north  latitude. 
Thefe  variable  winds  were  frequently  ac¬ 
companied  by'  violent  thunderftorms  and 
heatfy  fhowers  of  rain,  of  which  we  availed, 
in  order  to  fill  our  empty  watercalks,  fo  that 
>  this 
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this  neceflar/  element  could  be  more  liberally 
diftributed  to  the  crew ;  and '  which  was  of 
great  benefit  to  them,  on  account  of  the 
encreafing  If  eat  of  the  weather.  Yet  we 
had  not  mufch  calm,  till  we  again  came 
into  the-  c^mrfe  of  the  fettled  foutheafl 
tradewi^d,  and  we  had  hardly  any  fick  on 
board.  We  were  moftly  encountered  by 
thunderftorms,  about  the  time  of  the  riling 
and  fetting  of  the  moon,  which  feems  to 
have  more  influence  on  the  weather,  within 
the  tropics,  than  without  them.  The  in- 
ftru&ions  which  are  j?ut  on  board  of  our 
Eaft-India  Company’s  (hips  fay,  that  in 
thefe  feas,  the  wind  veers  to  the  northward, 
at  the  new  and  full  moons :  this,  however, 
we  never  experienced ;  but,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  we  met,  at  thofe  times,  with  hard 
gales  from  the  s.w.  which  were  fometimes 
accompanied  by  a  lowering  Iky,  and  violent 
fqualls.  The  nearer  we  approached  to  the 
line,  the  more  filh  we  had  about  the  Ihip, 
of  which  we  caught  large  quantities ;  do¬ 
rados,  albicores,  and  like  wife  bonitos,  lharks, 
and  others  ;  which  afforded  a  moll  welcome 
and  agreeable  refrelhment  to  the  feamen. 
voL.  i,  c  The 
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The  dorado,  or  john-doree*,  is  one  of 
the  moft  delicious  feafifh  that  is  caught. 
It  is  long  and  flat,  and  covered  with  very 
fmall  fcales.  It  is  from  four  |p  eight  feet 
in  length  ;  but  I  feldom  fawf any  caught 
that  exceeded  fix  feet,  and  terror  twelve 
pounds  in  weight.  The  head  is  obtufe  and 
round,  and'  immediately  behind  it  is  the 
broadeft  part  of  the  fifb,  while  the  body  is 
thin  and  narrow,  tapering  until  it  reaches 
the  tail.  When  this  fifh  appears  near  the 
furface  of  the  water,  it  {bines  with  a  moft 
•  lively  mixture  of  various  colours,  •  blue, 
green,  fiver,  and  gold.  It  fwims  with 
great  velocity,  and  darting  at  its  prey,  the 
flyingfifti,  it  is  fometimes  feen  to  leap  fe- 
veral  feet  out  of  the  water.  ‘  Although  the 
dorado  is  the  flneft  fib  that  is  caught  at  fea, 
it  is  yet  fomewhat  dry  eating.  The  tail 
roafted  is  very  good,  and  taftes  much  like  a 
roafted  cod’s-tail. 

The  dolphin  -f,  which  I  fuppofed  to  be 
the  male  of  the  dorado,  has  the  fame  fhape 
and  tafte,  but  is  not  adorned  with  luch  mag¬ 
nificent  colours. 

*  F.-l <>\  a  fpecies  of  f  Coryphcena  hippuru;. 
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The  albicore  *  is  a  bulky  fifh,  with  a 
fharp  head,  thick  belly,  and  thin  tail.  The 
back  is  of  £  dark-brown  hue,  and  the  belly 
is  white,  fits  flefh  is  firmer  than  that  of 
the  dorado|}  but  it  is  drier,  and  has  not  fo 
fine  a  flavor  :  it  is  neverthelefs  very  tafte- 
ful  food  for  a  failor.  We  caught  feveral 
albicores  that  weighed  upwards  of  fixty  and 
feventy  pounds,  and  which  we  had  fome 
difficulty  to  drag  on  board  by  the  line. 
They  never  fwim  alone,  but  always  a  num¬ 
ber  together.  They  are  caught  by  a  hook, 
or  are  ftruck  with  ajiarpoon.  They  do  not 
only  prey  on  the  flyingfifh,  but  like  wife 
on  all  other  fmall  fifhes.  We  one  day  had 
a  diverting  fight  of  their  manner  of  pur- 
fuing  their  prey : — we  faw,  at  fome  dis¬ 
tance,  a  large  number  of  albicores,  that 
fwam,  as  it  were,  in  a  circle,  and  beat  the 
water  with  their  tails  with  great  force, 
while  in  the  middle,  we  perceived  a  great 
quantity  of  fmall  fifh  ;  on  approaching  near¬ 
er,  we  found  that  they  leffened  the  circle 
gradually,  and  all  the  little  fearful  fifhes 
were  thus  prefled  clofe  together,  till  in  the 
end  they  fell  a  prey  to  their  enemies.  Thefe 

*  A  fpecies  of /comber. 
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finall  fifties,  which  were  ftiaped  like  fmelts, 
Were  often  in  fuch  quantities  near  the  ftiip, 
and  efpecially  at  the  ftern,  that  the  men 
took  whole  bafkets’  full ;  and  after  letting 
them  lie  two  or  three  days  in  filt,  they  eat 
them  like  anchovies.  Whenever  we  faw 
them,  we  were  fure  likewife  to  obferve 
their  followers,  the  dorados  and  aloicores. 

The  bonito  *  appears,  both  with  refpeft 
to  fliape  and  tafte,  to  be  the  fame  fifli  as 
the  albicore,  the  only  difference  being  that 
the  former  is  much  lefs.  I  believe  that  the 
fame  fifli,  which  when  young  is  called .  a 
bonito,  when  it  grows  older  and  larger,  ac¬ 
quires  the  name  of  albicore ;  at  leaft,  I  could 
not  perceive  that  they  differed  in  any  thing 
but  in  fize. 

When  the  weather  was  fine  and  calm, 
we  now  and  then  caught  a  ftiark*  but  more 
for  the  fake  of  the  fport  than  for  culinary 
purpofes,  to  which  this  fifh  is  very  little 
adapted  j  yet  the  tail  femetimes  affords  a 
meal  to  the  failor ;  but  it  muft  always  be  fir  ft 
trodden  upon,  or  otherwife  bruited,  till  a 
light  foam  exudes  from  it.  The  fliark  is 
a  voracious  and  carnivorous  animal,  and 

*  Scomber  ptlamys, 
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catches  at,  and  devours  every  thing  within 
its  reach.  It  is  highly  dangerous,  for  thofe 
who  may  l^ve  the  mifchance  to  fall  over¬ 
board,  auditor  fuch  as  bathe  or  fwim  in 
places  whejfi  it  inhabits.  Its  prey  would  never 
efcape,  were  it  not  for  the  difficulty  which 
the  thark|has  to  catch  it,  from  the  fituation 
of  its  mouth  :  this  opens,  as  it  were,  under 
the  throat,  the  fnout  protruding  eight  or 
ten  inches  farther ;  fo  that,  when  the  fhark 
approaches  its  prey,  it  fwims  direbtly  under 
it,  and  is  obliged  to  turn  on  its  back,  and 
then  fuddenly  fnaps'at  it,  and  fwallows  it 
whole.  The  mouth  is  very  wide  and  broad, 
and  is  furnifhed  with  a  triple  row  of  teeth, 
which  all  fit  into  each  other,  and  cut  every 
thing  in  two  that  comes  between  them.  I 
have  feen  an  iron  crow,  which  had  been 
thruft  into  the  mouth  of  one  of  thefe  animals, 
and  in  which  the  marks  of  the  teeth  were’ 
plainly  to  be  feen.  Its  greateft  force  is  in 
its  tail.  When  caught,  it  beats  the  water 
with  its  tail,  and  makes  it  foam  ;  and  when 
hauled  on  deck,  it  would  break,  by  its 
means,  the  limbs  of  any  onb  who  might 
venture  to  approach  too  near.  Its  Ikin  is 
very  hard  and  rough,  efpecially  whemdried. 

c  3  It 
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It  appears  on  the  back  and  fides  of  a  dirty 
green  colour.  It  is  commonly  caught  by  a 
large  hook,  fattened  to  a  doutle  or  triple 
braflwire  of  four  or  five  feet  i/  length,  fox- 
cordage  of  any  kind  would  be  ^mediately 
bitten  afunder  ;  this  braflwire  1^  attached 
to  a  long  and  Arong  cord,  whicl.  is  made 
faft  on  board  ;  about  fix  feet  above  the  hook, 
a  piece  of  wood  is  fixed  to  the  line,  which 
ferves  to  keep  the  hook  tteady,  and  this  is 
baited  with  a  piece  of  pork  or  beef.  As 
foon  as 'the  Ihark  has  taken  the  hook,  it 
mull  have  free  play  with  the  line,  particu¬ 
larly  if  it  be  a  large  one,  which  is  eafily  per¬ 
ceived,  the  water  of  the  ocean  being  very 
clear  and  tranfparent ;  after  which  the  line 
muff  be  foftly  drawn  in  again,  and  fuccef- 
fively  veered  out,  whenever  the  lhark  begins 
to  pull,  till  in  the  end  its  forces  be  ex- 
haufted ;  it  muft  then  be  hoitted  on  boai'd  by 
ropes  round  its  body,  and  killed,  or  ftunned, 
by  repeated  blows  on  the  head  with  hand- 
fpikes  or  iron  ci'ows,  when  the  tail  can  be 
cpt  off  without  any  danger.  The  lhark  has 
generally  five,  fix,  or  more,  fuckingfilh  * 
hanging  to  it,  which  will  not  let  go  their 
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hold,  and  which  require  a  degree  of  force 
to  pull  them  off. 

Betides  ihe  luckingfifh,  there  is  another 
fifli  that  accompanies  the  thark  ;  it  is  called 
the  pilotfiij  becaufe  it  is  fuppofed  to  con- 
dud,  orfrnlot,  the  thark  to  its  prey.  This 
iifh  is  rrJich  lefs  ea fy  to  he  caught  than  the 
thark  itielf ;  yet  we  were  fortunate  enough 
to  ftrike  one  with  an  eelfpear,  for  they  never 
bite  at  a  hook.  It  was  eight  inches  in 
length,  and  ftriped  tranfverfely.  with  dark- 
blue  and  white  lines,  of  about  an  inch  broad, 
running  round  its  body  like  fillets.  It 
weighed  about  two  pounds,  and  was  very 
nice  eating,  and  not  to  dry  as  other  feafith. 

After  much  difagreeable  delay,  we  at  laft 
got  into  the  s.e.  tradewind,  on  the  17th  of 
September,  in  the  north  latitude  of  three 
degrees  and  a  half ;  and  on  the  2 2d,  in  the 
evening,  we  palled  the  equator,  on  the 
fame  day  and  hour  that  the  fun  entered  the 
fouthern  figns  ;  the  heat  of  the  weather  by 
the  thermometer  was  770,  and  our  longi¬ 
tude,  by  eftimation,  fix  degrees  and  a  half 
weft  of  'Tenerife. 
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On  the  30th,  we  were  in  the  latitude  of 
Cape  St.  Augitfline ,  and  on  the  ©th  of  Oc¬ 
tober,  we  had  paffed  the  Abrolho[.  The  for¬ 
mer  is  the  eaftern  extremity  of (Brazil.  If 
once  one  falls  below,  or  to  the  veftward  of 
this  cape,  it  is  not  an  eafy  mattento  double 
it,  without  again  crofting  the  Imp,  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  get  into  the  track  of  the  wefterly 
•winds,  in  the  thirty-fourth  or  thirty- fifth 
degree  of  north  latitude,  and  then  running 
with  them  fo  far  to  the  eaft,  as  to  get  into 
the  proper  courfe  for  paffing  the  line  again ; 
cafes  of  this  kind  are  not  unfrequent.  The 
Abrolbos  are  an  aflemblage  of  fands  and 
rocks,  fome  of  which  are  above  water,  and 
fome  under ;  they  lie  in  about  eighteen 
degrees  fouth  latitude,  and  extendout  to  fea 
full  twenty  leagues  from  the  land.  Ships 
coming  upon  them  are  in  great  danger  of 
being  loft,  or  at  leaft  of  lofing  their  voyage ; 
wherefore  the  Eaft- India  Company  dire£t 
their  commanders,  on  having  paffed  thefe 
dangerous  fthoals,  to  perform  a  thankfgiving- 
fervice,  and  to  diftribute  a  quart  of  wine 
per  man  to  tbe^crew. 

The  variation  of  the  compafs,  in  the  lati¬ 
tude  of  Cape  St.  Augujline ,  was  two  degrees 
5  N  :r.  w. 
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n.w.  and  in  that  of  the  Abrolhos  half  a  do- 
gree  n.e. 

In  220  fi|uth  latitude,  we  loft  the  eafterly 
tradevvind,  Vnd  had  variable  winds,  though 
jnoftly  from  the  eaftward,  and  fome times 
from  the  siorth,  as  far  as  309  or  31°,  where 
the  windt  became  wefterly.  Whenever  it 
blew  the  leaft  to  the  fouthward  of  weft,  we 
experienced*  a  confiderable  degree  of  cold, 
and  the  thermometer  did  not  rile  higher 
than  53 9  or  54. 9  in  the  warmeft  part  of 
the  day  ;  while  it  was  much  warmer  when 
we  had  northerly,  or  northwefterly  gales. 

The  fcyryy  began  now  to  make  its  ap¬ 
pearance  on  board,  and  in  a  Ihort  time 
many  of  the  crew  became  unfit  for  duty, 
and  feveral  of  them  died.  But  the  ravages 
of  thp  difeafe  were  not  fo  great  as  we 
might  have  expected,  from  the  length  of  the 
voyage,  it  being  now  three  months  fince  we 
had  left  England. 

On  the  10th  of  November,  we  faw  for 
the  firft  time  trumpets ,  or  lea-bamboo  *,  float¬ 
ing  on  the  ocean ;  this  is  a  thick  reed,  with 
)arge  pointed  leaves,  and  a  calyx,  refem- 


*  F ficus  butcimlis, 
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bling  the  mouth  of  a  trumpet,  whence  it 
has  its  name.  We,  likewife  favv  petrels  *, 
and  pintados  -j- ;  which,  although  both  fea- 
birds,  never  go  far  from  land.  The  firft, 
are  about  the  lize  of  a  commok  fowl,  and 
are  quite  black  ;  they  are  very  lirnpifh,  and 
fly  heavily,  and  clofe  to  the  \y*.ter.  The 
others  may,  for  fize,  be  compared  to  a  fmali 
goofe  j  they  are  always  met  with  in  outs; 
there  is  another  kind  that  fly  fin6.  : 
go  much  farther  from  land  ;  they  are  win:  , 
with  black  fpots.  £rom  thefe  flgns,  but 
efpecially  from  the  variation  of  the  com- 
pafs,  having  encreafed  to  i8°  n.w.  and  thus 
to  within  two  degrees  of  the  variation  in 
7 ’able  Bay,  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ,  we  con¬ 
cluded  that  we  were  not  far  from  that  fa¬ 
mous  promontory.  The  variation  of  the 
compafs  is  the  eafieft,  and  almoft  the  iurefl, 
rule  that  is  obferved  by  our  navigators,  to 
arrive  at  the  Cape,  and  to  determine  the 
longitude  they  are  in ;  for  neither  folar  nor 
lunar  eclipfes  occur  frequently  enough  for 
the  purpole,  and  it  is  fcarcely  poflible  to 
take  asi  obfervation  by  the  fatellites  of  > 

*  PrrctUaria  aquinoiliaiis.  f  ProctUaria  capcnfis. 
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piter  from  on*  board  of  a  Ihip,  on  account 
of  its  continual  motion.  If  the  inftrument 
be  correct,;  and  the  obfervation  accurate, 
the  variation  of  the  compals  may  be  depended 
upon ;  for  kiftance,  in  the  latitude  of  Cape 
St.  Auguji^ne,  on  the  coaft  of  Brazil ,  when 
the  northlafterly  variation  is  no  longer  ob- 
fervable,  tnht  is,  when  the  needle  fhews  the 
true  north,[  or  before  it  begins  to  take  a 
wefterly  variation,  you  may  then  be  allured 
that  you  can  double  that  cape ;  and  in 
the  fame  manner  in  the  latitude  of  the 
Abrolhos  ;  where  there  is  no  danger  as  long 
as  the  variation  is  2°  or  30  n.e.  Thence 
to  the  eaftward  or  fouthealhvard,  the  va¬ 
riation  encreafes,  and  the  needle  progref- 
fively  turns  more  to  the  weft,  as  far  as  the 
longitude  of  Madagafcar ,  where,  in  390  or 
40°  fouth  latitude,  it  at  prefent,  points  27 0 
to  the  weft-ward  of  the  true  north  ;  and 
again,  from  that  part,  it  decreafes  in  pair¬ 
ing  to  the  ftraits  of  Sunda ,  more  and 
more,  till  in  120  or  130,  it  again  Ihews 
the  true  north.  At  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope , 
the  variation  was  this  year  full' 20^ 0  n.w. 
The  wefterly  variation  augments  eve\y  year, 
and  it  has  for  fome  time  been  found,  that 

at 


[  *8  ]  , 

at  Paris,  its  annual  increafe  amounts  to  io| 
minutes  or  one-fixth  of  a  degree,  according 
to  the  Connoifance  des  Temps  pour  V  Annee 

,77I*  . 

At  laft,  on  the  17th  of  November,  about 
three  o’clock,  p.m.  to  our  greak  joy,  we 
difcovered  the  land  of  Africa ,  neafr  the  Cape 
cf  Good  Hope,  the  Table  Mountain  bearing 
call:,  about  twelve  or  thirteen  [leagues  off 
but  it  being  too  late  in  the  day,  to  attempt 
reaching  the  road,  we  thought  it  advifable 
to  ply  off  and  on,  during  the  night,  and 
not  to  try  to  enter  the  bay,  till  the  next 
day. 

We  now  found  that  our  longitude  was 
i°  45',  or  22  leagues,  more  to  the  weft  ward 
than  by  the  ftiip’s  reckoning,  fince  our  laft 
obfervation  at  the  ifland  Bona  Vijla ,  on 
the  27th  of  Auguft  ;  fo  that  we  had  but 
a  fmall  mifreckoning  for  fuch  a  length  of 
paflage.  The  number  of  dead  fince  our 
departure  from  Fluffing  was  thirty  ;  and  we 
had  fifty-eight  on  the  ficklift,  moftly  down 
with  the  fcurvy. 

The  npzt  day,  early  in  the  morning, 
we  c^iried  a  prefs  of  fail,  and  fleered 
towards  Table  Bay,  between  the  Walvifch , 

or 
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or  Whale  Rock,  and  the  Lion's -tail ;  but 
owing  to  its  falling  calm,  it  was  not  till 
four  o’clock,  p.m.  that  we  reached  the 
anchorage  in  the  inner  road,  and  faluted 
the  fort  with  thirteen  guns.  We  found 
lying  at  anchor  here  the  Eaft-India  Com¬ 
pany’s  Hoy,  the  Snelheid  (the  Speed),  and  a 
French  IHip,  bound  to  the  ifland  Bourbon . 
On  entering  the  road,  the  land  has  no  very 
agreeable  afpe&,  appearing  only  to  be  fteep 
and  rocky  mountains,  nearly  deftitute  ot 
verdure,  while  the  fort  and  town  of  the 
Cape  are  not  feen,  till  very  near  the  an¬ 
choring-ground.  But  of  the  feveral  par¬ 
ticulars  relative  to  the  Cape,  I  fhall  fpeak 
more  at  large  in  my  obfervations,  at  the  dole 
of  my  journal. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

Cape  of  Good  Hope. — journey  up  the  Table 
Mountain.  — ■  Fine  Profpett  from  its  Summit.  — 
Jr  rival  of  the  Swallow,  Captain  Carteret, 
at  the  Cape,  from  the  South  Seah— Departure 
from  Table  Say.  —-The  IJl'and  Sv.  Paul. — 
Amsterdam  JJland.- — Singular  Njfe  coming  up 
out  of  the  Sea. — Violent  Storms.-/.— Engano.— 
Reef  Ifland. — The  high  Land  ^Sumatra. — 
Entrance  into  the  Straits  of  Sunda. — Iflands  of 
Kraketau,  Dwars  in  den  Weg,  Wapens 
Van  Hoorn,  Gnrust.  —  Anchorage  before 
Batavia. 

Not  long  after  our  arrival  at  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  I  had  the  curiofity  to  afcend 
the  Table  Mountain,  the’ difficulty  of  which, 
I  was  aflured,  would  be  well  compenfated  by 
the  pleal'ure,  the  jaunt  would  afford  me. 
Accompanied  by  three  other  gentlemen, 
who  were  adtuated  by  the  fame  motives, 
and  provided  with  fome  provifions  and  a 
guide,  I  fet  off  upon  this  excurfion,  about 
half  part  two  in  the  fnorning,  from  Cape¬ 
town,  which  is  fituated  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountain.  The  road  thither,  led  along  fome 
gardens, 
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gardens,  w&ch  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
had  laid  out  here  and  there,  as  a  kind  of 
rural  retreats.  For  fomething  lefs  than  half 
an  hour’s  walk  beyond  thefe,  the  way  was 
eafy,  and  the  acclivity  little ;  farther  on  it 
began  to  be  more  fteep, .  running  along  a 
narrow  ri|ige  of  the  mountain,  which  end¬ 
ed  about  halfway  up  abruptly,  againft  the 
fide  of  a  precipice.  This  place,  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  tie  Cape  call  the  Krants,  or 
Wreath.  We  arrived  there  at  funrife,  be¬ 
ing  about  half  pafl:  four,  and  made  a  reft- 
ing  place  of  it.  This  ridge  was  formed,  on 
either  fide,  by  correfponding  fteep  and  pro¬ 
found  hollows.  On  the  right  hand,  mur¬ 
muring.  over  the  pebbles,  which  abounded 
in  the  hollow,  ran  a  rivulet,  whofe  fource 
was  at  the  fummit  of  the  mountain,  and 
which  fupplies  the  town  with  water.  The 
ridge  itfelf  was  nearly  overgrown  with  un¬ 
derwood,  which  was  formerly  the  refort  of 
wild  beads,  although  none  at  prefent  inhabit 
it  j  at  lead  we  neither  faw  nor  heard  any 
thing  of  them. 

Hitherto  the  afeent  was  not  very  difficult, 
but  the  path  now  began  to  be  very  pre¬ 
cipitous,  and  fo  narrow,  that  it  was  fome- 


times 
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times  not  above  two  feet  broad.  There 
were  feveral  places,  which  we  had  to  clamber 
up,  which  deviated  little  from  a  perpendicu¬ 
lar  line.  On  our  left,  we  had  a  wall  of 
fteep  rocks,  heaped,  as  it  were,  in  maffes 
upon  each  other ;  and  on  the  other  fide,  a 
deep  chafm,  into  which  it  was  [both  tre¬ 
mendous  and  dangerous,  to  venture  a  look. 
In  climbing  up,  we  had  to  hold  ourfelves 
iaft  by  the  fhrubs,  which  gre/>v  up  from 
between  the  interfaces  of  the  rocks;  and 
the  labour  and  fatigue  of  the  afcent,  generally 
obliged  us  to  take  breath,  whenever  we  came 
to  a  place  that  allowed  us  leifure.  The 
higher  we  came,  the  more  difficult  we  found 
the  path,  fo  that  we  had  in  the  end,  much 
to  do  to  hold  fall  by  the  fhrubs,  to  prevent 
our  falling  down  from  the  dreadful  height, 
and  being  daffied  to  pieces.  Sometimes, 
when  we  met  with  large  ftones,  and  had 
room  to  look  about  us,  we  rolled  them 
downwards,  and  following  them  with  our 
eyes,  perceived  them  in  their  fall,  fuccef- 
fively  loofening  many  others,  and  heard 
them  together  clattering  with  a  horrid  noife 
down  the  deep  fides  of  the  chafm.  We 
fometimes  likewife  met  with  large  maffes 
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of  ftone,  of  full  twenty  feet  fquare,  which 
had  been  torn  from  the  mountain,  and  lay 
difperfed  in  different  fituations  down  its 
fide.  The  ground  on  which  we  trod,  con- 
lifted  in  nothing  but  loofe  ftones,  heaped 
upon  each  other  ;  the  fharp  fides  and  angu¬ 
lar  irregularities  of  which,  greatly  added 
both  to  the^  danger,  and  to  the  difficulty  of 
the  afcent.  I  If  one  of  thefe  was  loofened, 
many  others |  followed  it,  and  rolling  away 
from  under  the  foot,  threatened  to  hurry  the 
unwary  traveller  down  the  abyfs  along  with 
them,  unlefs,with  a  firjn  hand,  he  could  grafp 
the  friendly  fecurity  of  fbme  neighbouring 
deeprooted  fhrub. 

It  was  half  paft  feven  when  we  got  to 
the  top  of  the  Table  Mountain,  and  found 
ourfelves  on  the  level  fufnmit,  which  is  pe¬ 
culiarly  called  the  Table ;  and  from  the  flat 
appearance  of  which,  feen  from  below,  the 
whole  mafs  has  its  name. 

We  here  enjoyed  the  fin  eft  profpedt  that 
imagination  can  conceive.  Bota  wind  and 
weather  were  favourable.  The  fky  was 
unencumbered  with  clouds,  and  the  fun- 
beams  were  uninterrupted.  Our  view  on 
one  fide  was  bounded  by  the  mountains  of 
vol.  i.  d  Hottentot 
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Hottentot  Holland .  To  the  fouthward,  we 
beheld  the  breakers  foaming  along  Falfe 
Bay,  as  far  as  its  eaftern  point,  and  againft 
Roomans  Rock  *  which  lies  in  it.  Between 
this  extenfive  inlet,  and  the  Table  Moun¬ 
tains,  appeared  the  vineyards  of  Confiantia . 
A  little  farther  was-  Hout ,  or  Wol d  Bay  ;  and 
turning  more  to  the  weftward*  the  Lions 
Mountain,  of  which  that  part  called  the 
head,  although  of  a  great  height,  appeared 
to  us  like  a  hillock,  on  account  of  the  much 
greater  altitude  of  our  fituation  :  it  feemed 
to  lie  almofl  under  opr  feet,  notwithdand- 
ing  it  is  near  ten  thoufand  feet  from  the 
Table  Mountain the  Lion* s -tail,  which  is 
more  than  one  thoufand  feet  high,  was 
fcarcely  diftinguifhable  from  the  plain.  The 
fiuefl  light  was  that  of  Table  Bay.  Rob- 
ben ,  or  Seal  Ifland  -Jy  which  lies  in*the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  bay,  though  it  is  three  miles  in 
circumference,  fcarce  feemed  as  many  feet. 
The  mails  of  the  ffiips  which  were  in  the 
bay,  coy  Id  with  difficulty  be  difcerned ; 

*  Room'ans  Rock,  fo  called,  from  a  kind  of  red  fifh,  named 
roomans  or  red  men,  fcy  the  inhabitants  of  the  Cape,  which 
abound  in  Falfe  Bay.  They  are  excellent  eating,  and  feem 
to  be  a  fpecies  of  mulier.  T. 

f  This  is  called  Penguin  Iiland,  in  our  maps.  T. 

while 
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while  their  yards  and  tackling  were  in  no* 
wife  diftinguifhable.  The  fmaller  veffels 
and  boats  appeared  like  fpecks  j  yet  Dajfent 
or  Badger  Ifland*,was  perfedtly  vifible.  Cape¬ 
town,  upon  which  we  looked  diresftly  down, 
appeared  a  fmall  fquare,  in  which  we  could 
diftinguiffi  che  divifions  into  ftreets,  but  none 
of  the  houfes  or  buildings,  the  church  ex¬ 
cepted  ;  whi:h,  however,  was  alfo  hardly 
difcernible  ;  'and  the  fort,  which  lies  at  a 
little  diftance  from  the  town.  It  is  difficult 
to  defcribe  in  how  fmall  a  fpace  the  whole 
of  the  above,  and  the.  circumjacent  country 
feemed  to  be  comprefled.  The  view  down 
that  fide  which  we  had  afcended,  was  in 
the  higheft  degree  frightful ;  appearing  like 
an  overhanging  precipice.  The  prolpedt  of 
defcending  again  that  way,  was  by  no  means 
alluring,  yet  there  was  no  other  practicable 
path. 

The  air,  at  this  height,  was  very  cool 
and  rarefied,  notwithftanding  the  fun  ihone 
very  bright,  and  it  was  in  the  fummer-feafon 

*  This  is  improperly  called  Coney  Illand,  in  our  maps; 
it  has  its  name  from  the  quantities  of  a  fpecies  of  Guinea-rat, 
or  the  ca-via  caper.fis,  with  which  it  abounds,  and  which  are 
wrongfully  called  dafin  or  badgers,  by  the  people  of  the 

Cape.  T. 
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in  this  country.  At  Cape-town  it  was  a 
warm  day,  for  the  thermometer  then  flood  at 
8o°.  We  caufed  the  {laves,  whom  we  had 
brought  with  us,  to  colled!  fome  brufhwood, 
and  lighting  a  good  fire,  we  fat  round  it,  and 
had  a  comfortable  dinner. 

Having  thus  refled  for  fome  time,  we  af¬ 
terwards  walked  over  part  of  the  Table, 
which  took  us  an  hour  and  a  Iralf.  Its  fur- 
face  is  not  perfedtly  level ;  cor  there  are 
here  and  there  rocky  irregularities,  though 
feldom  exceeding’ a  man’s  height  above  the 
plain.  This  confifls  in  many  places  of  bare 
rock,  lying  in  flrata,  and  undulated  like  the 
waves  of  the  fea.  On  the  n.e.  and  s.E. 
fides  the  . interlaces  of  the  rock  are  filled 
with  a  flony  kind  of  earth,  and  produce 
various  kinds  of  flowers,  with  which  we 
were  "unacquainted  ;  fome  of  them  afford¬ 
ing  a  grateful  odour,  and  others  fmelling 
very  difagreeabiy  *.  We  were  fome  time 
fearching  for  the  fifhponds,  which  we  had 
been  told  were  formerly  found  on  the  fum- 

*  Dr.  Thumberg  mentions,  as  growing  on  the  funnnit  of 
the  mountain,  the  following  rare  and  beautiful  flowers,  orchis 
.  grandjl-ra,  ferapias  tubtduns ,  ferapias  melaleuca ,  and  the  blue 
(Ufa  longicorn'u ;  the  full  and  laft  of  which  he  never  could 
meet  with  any  where  e!fe.  T. 
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niit  of  the  mountain,  but  met  with  nothing 
of  the  kind.  In  the  chinks  and  hollow 
places  of  the  rock,  however,  we  found  fome 
very  fweet  frelh  water,  which  had  a  yel- 
lowiih  appearance,  and  which  probably  had 
been  lodged  there  by  the  denfe  clouds 
which  cover  the  Table  when  the  wind 
blows  from  the  s.e.  This  water  refrefhed 
us  greatly,  fbr  we  had  not  taken  any  with  us 
from  the  tovin,  and  were  extremelythirfty. 

Several  fpots,  where  a  little  earth  had 
been  collected,  produced  a  kind  of  reedy  grafs, 
with  Iharp  points,  and  growing  tolerably 
high,  interlperfed  likewife  with  flowers,  as 
beforementioned.  To  the  fouth  and  fouth- 
eaft,  the  Table  has  a  fenfible  flope,  but  it 
is  alfo  on  thofe  tides  bounded  by  a  precipitous 
defcent  of  feveral  hundred  feet,  with  over¬ 
hanging  rocks,  and  black  protuberant  maifes, 
fo  that  it  is  here  utterly  impoflible  to  be  fcaled. 

Having  remained  for  the  fpace  of  full 
four  hours  on  the  fummit  of  the  mountain, 
we  began  our  defcent  a  little  before  noon  ; 
having  proceeded  downwards  for  about  half 
an  hour,  we  arrived  at  a  cavity  in  the  rock, 
which  we  had  overlooked  on  our  afcent,  and 
which  being  lhaded  by  a  part  which  jutted 
D  3  out 
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out  a  good  way,  formed  a  pleafant  grotto. 
The’  ground  was  covered  with  fhort  grafs. 
A  limpid  jet  of  fweet  water,  of  about  an 
inch  in  breadth,  fprang  from  the  rock  at 
the  back  of  the  grotto.  We  refted  upon 
the  foft  verdure  for  about  half  an  hour,  and, 
confuming  our  remaining  provifions,  again 
fet  forward  on  our  return. 

The  danger  and  difficulty  we  found  in 
defending,  were  even  greate£  than  when 
afcending  the  mountain*  Obliged  to  look 
carefully  around  us,  where  to  fet  our  feet, 
we  could  not  avoid  beholding  at  the  fame 
time  the  dreadful  abyfs  before  us,  which 
was  fufficient  to  make  the  fieadiefi  head 
giddy.  The  leafi  falfe  Hep  was  much  more 
dangerous  than  before  ;  for  while  we  were 
clambering  upwards,  we  could  fecure  our¬ 
selves  by  holding  by  the  fhrubs,  but  now 
we  could  not  do  fo,  without  going  back¬ 
wards,  which,  indeed,  we  were  fometimes 
obliged  to  do.  As  for  Hiding  down  over 
the  loofe  and  fharp  Hones,  that  feemed  to 
us,  not  only  more  dangerous,  but  alfo  im¬ 
practicable.  At  half  paft  two  o’clock,  how¬ 
ever,  we  reached  the  fiat  rock,  as  it  is  call¬ 
ed,  in  fafety.  This  is  a  long  and  level 
fpacs 


t  39  3 

ipa.ce  of  rock,  about  two -thirds  up  the 
mountain,  over  which  the  rivulet  which 
■rifes  at  the  top  of  the  chafm  gulhes  down¬ 
wards. 

We  relied,  here  again  for  a  fhort  time, 
and  refrelhed  ourfelves  with  a  draught  of 
the  clear  fountain- water.  We  then,  pro¬ 
ceeding  farther,  entered  an  eafier  path  than 
that  we  had  purfued  in  the  morning,  on  our 
afcent,  and  returned  to  Cape-town  about 
four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  The  whole 
of  the'  next  day  we  could  fcarcely  move 
either  arms  or  legs,  in  confequence  of  the 
fliffnefs  of  our  joints,  contrafted  by  the  fa¬ 
tigue  we  had  undergone  ;  and  for  a  tveek  af¬ 
terwards,  we  felt  great  pain  in  our  thighs, 
whenever  we  attempted  to  walk,  even  along 
a  level  ground. 

Shortly  after  this,  there  arrived  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope ,  an  Englith  veffel, 
the  Swallow  Hoop,  commanded  by  Captain 
Carteret,  who  had  failed  round  the 
world,  having  left  Spitbead  in  the  month 
of  Augufl,  1766,  and  palling  through  the 
flraits  of  Magellan ,  had  traverfed  the  Pa¬ 
cific  Ocean  ;  and  after  having  flopped  fome 
time  at  Macajfer ,  had  touched  at  Batavia, 
d  4  and 
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and  now  made  the  Cape,  on  his  way  home. 
Only  fifteen  of  the  crew  had  died  during 
the  whole  voyage,  and  the  moft  part  of 
thefe  met  their  fate  between  Batavia  and 
the  Cape. 

They  kept  the  objeft  of  their  voyage  a 
profound  fecret.  All  I  could  difcover  re- 
ipe&ing  them  was,  as  I  thought,  that  their 
Jongeft  ftay  had  been  at  the  ifland  of  Juan 
Fernandez  *.  f 

Having  received  back  our  fick,  who  were 
but  half  recovered,  from  the  hofpital,  and 
the  ftrength  of  the  reft  of  the  crew  being 
recruited,  by  a  daily  refrefhment  of  good 
beef,  greens,  and  bread,  we  left  Table  Bay 
on  the  1 2th  of  December,  with  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighteen  hands,  to  proceed  on  our 
voyage  to  Batavia ,  the  chief  fettlement  of 
the  Dutch  in  India.  The  foutheafterly 
wind,  with  which  we  had  left  the  bay, 
veered  to  the  fouthweft  as  foon  as  we  were 

*  Captain  Carteret  flayed  about  a  week  at  Majfafuero, 
a  fmaller  ifland,  and  near  that  of  Juan  Fernandez,,  having  un¬ 
expectedly  fou»d  the  latter  inhabited  and  fortified  by  the 
Spaniards.  If  we  except  the  tithe  he  remained  at  Macajjer , 
repairing  his  fhip,  and  refrefhing  his  crew,  which  was  up¬ 
wards  of  five  months,  his  longed  flay  was  at  N^ae  Britain,  and 
the  other  ifiauds  to  the  eaft  of  Ne-w  Guinea,  T, 

out 
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out  at  fea.  We  were,  in  confequence,  three 
days  tacking  about,  in  vain,  before  we  could 
double  the  Cape.  The  15th,  however,  the 
wind  came  round  to  the  n.w.  and  we  {leer¬ 
ed  to  the  fouth,  and  afterwards  in  an  eafler- 
ly  direction,  in  order  to  double  the  Cape  of 
Anguillasy  and  to  pafs  the  reef  of  the  fame 
name.  We  found,  however,  that  our  fhip 
was  very  leaky,  and  we  were  obliged  to 
keep  the  pumps  almofl  continually  a-going, 
efpecially  when  we  carried  any  more  fail 
than  ufual. 

On  the  20th,  .wefaw  a  lunar  rainbow, 
which  was  very  clear  and  light,  but  had  no 
diflindt  colours.  On  the  24th,  we  met 
with  a  violent  florin  from  the  s.w.  which 
continued  to  the  next  day,  with  a  tre¬ 
mendous  highrunning  fea ;  fo  that  we 
were  obliged  to  lie  by,  as  we  made  much 
water,  and  we  could  no  longer  flem  the 
force  of  the  mountain- waves.  The  wind 
was  accompanied  by  hail,  and  fome  hail- 
Hones  fell  upon  the  fhip,  which  were  as 
large  as  a  pigeon’s  egg.  While  lying  by, 
the  mizen-topfail,  which  was  the  only 
piece  of  canvafs  Handing,  in  order  to  keep 
the  fhip’s  head  Heady,  was  tom  out  of  the 
braces ; 
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braces  ;  and  we  were  obliged  to  fet  a  reeved 
mizenfail,  though  we  were  every  moment 
afraid  to  fee  the  mail  come  by  the  board, 
as  it  was  very  unfound  :  yet  it  fortunately 
flood  out  the  gale.  At  the  feme  time  the 
water  gained  upon  our  leaks  very  fail,  by 
the  fevere  ftraining  of  the  veffel  againil  the 
waves,  fo  that  we  were  forced  to  pump  al- 
moft  inceffantly. 

On  the  25th,  the  weather  became  calmer, 
and  the  fea  fmoother.  We  then  again  put 
before  the  wind,  and  purfued  our  voyage 
towards  the  eaft. 

When  the  ilorm  was  over,  we  found  that 
all  our  fpare  fails  were  foaked,  and  a  great 
part  of  our  bread  fpoiled  by  the  feawater  ; 
the  principal  feams  were  likewiie,  almoft 
every  where,  wrenched  fo  far  open,  that  in 
fome  places  they  would  admit  a  man’s  hand : 
this,  however,  we  repaired  as  well  as  we 
could. 

On  the  10th  of  January,  1769,  we  law  a 
great  number  of  gulls,  and  in  the  evening 
feveral  feals,  fhearwaters,  and  black  land- 
birds.  Hence  we  concluded,  that  we  were 
not  far  from  the  ifland  St.  Paul ;  though, 
according  to  our  computation,  it  lay  80 
leagues 
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leagues  farther.  For  two  days  "we  had  not 
been  able  to  obferve  the  variation  of  the 
compafs,  on  account  of  the  cloudy  weather, 
by  which  the  fun  was  wholly  obfcured. 
We  however,  at  noon,  obferved  our  lati¬ 
tude,  and  found  that  it  was  exadtly  that 
of  the  abovenamed  ifland.  The  Iky  was,  in 
the  afternoon  and  evening,  very  thick,  by 
a  continual  rain  ;  and  having,  therefore,  fo 
little  light, r  I  dire&ed  our  courfe  to  be  al¬ 
tered  two  points  from  the  eaft,  to  e.s.e.  in 
order  to  run  down  out  of  the  latitude  of 
the  ifland,  which  jfroved  the  means  of  our 
prefervation  ;  for  at  half  paft  ten  at  night, 
we  had  a  glimpfe  of  the  land,  clofe  upon  our 
fide,  lb  that  it  even  feemed  to  hang  over 
us ;  but  having  got  to  windward  of  the 
ifland,  we  were  enabled  to  run  off  fliore 
before  the  wind,  in  a  foutherly  diredtion^ 
which  we  did,  till  we  were  at  the  diftance 
of  two  leagues  from  the  ifland,  and  we 
then  fet  our  courfe  again  towards  the 
eaft. 

This  ifland,  and  that  of  Amjierdam ,  which 
lies  fifteen  leagues  to  the  northward,  are  the 
only  known  iflands  in  the  fouthern  Indian 
Ocean 
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Ocean  below  the  tropic  of  capricorn 
*  They  are  not  large,  but  pretty  high,  par¬ 
ticularly  St.  Paul,  which  is  vifible,  in  a 
clear  day,  at  the  diftance  of  nine  or  ten 
leagues. 

The  Eaft-India  Company  fent  two  fliips 
to  thefe  iflands  in  the  year  1726.  They 
were  uninhabited.  There  was  freih  water 
on  both,  and  on  that  of  St.  Paul  a  hot  fpring 
of  mineral  water.  There  was  good  anchor¬ 
ing-ground  on  the  north  fides  of  both,  and 
the  fea  around  them  abounded  in  fiih.  I 
did  not  find  that  any  vCffels  had  vifited  them 
fince  that  time;  they  lie  at  400  or  500 
leagues  difiance  from  the  continent  -j-. 

I  dire&ed  little  fail  to  be  made  during  the 

*  In  the  fubfequent  voyages  of  M.  de  Kerguelen,  M. 
M.  Mariot  and  Crozet,  and  Captain  Cook,  thofe  navi¬ 
gators  difcovered  other  iflands  in  this  traft  of  the  ocean,  con- 
filling  in  a  large  ifland,  called  Krgiiehns-lam\  in  about  48^ 
fouth  latitude,  and  64°  zo'  eaft  longitude  from  Greenwich, 
and  fome  fmali  iflands,  in  three  different  places,  about  the  la¬ 
titude  of  461°  and  47 iQ,  and  longitudes  370,  46  j°,  and 
4828  eaft  from  Greenwich.  7". 

f  The  moft  recent,  as  well  as  the  moll  accurate,  account 
of  thefe  iflands,  is  to  be  found  in  Sir  George  Staunton’s 
Account  of  Lord  Macartney’s  Embafly  to  China,  whole 
fquadron  touched  there.  T. 

night. 
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night,  intending  in  the  morning  to  fleer 
again  for  the  ifland,  in  order  to  have  a  near 
view  of  it ;  but  finding  at  funrife  that,  as 
the  fky  remained  overcaft,  and  the  heavy 
rain  continued,  there  would  be  fome  danger 
in  doing  this,  for  want  of  a  fufficiently  clear 
view,  I  defifted  from  the  attempt,  in  order 
not  to  expofe  the  fhip  unneceffarily. 

Shortly  afterwards,  about  fix  o’clock,  there 
arofe  a  found  juft  like  the  groaning  of  a 
man  out  of  the  fea,  near  the  fhip’s  fide. 
When  I  firft  heard  it,  .1  thought  that  fome 
one  of  the  crew  hac^fceen  hurt  between  the 
decks,  and  I  fent  the  officer  of  the  watch 
down  to  fee  what  was  the  matter.  The 
men,  however,  who  were  on  deck,  told  me 
that  they  had  heard  this  noife  arifing,  as  it 
were,  from  out  of  the  water  feveral  times 
before  ?  and  I  then  perceived  it  to  be  as 
they  faid ;  for  going  on  the  outfide  of  the 
mainchains,  I  plainly  heard  it  ten  or  twelve 
times  repeated.  It  fcemed  to  recede  pro¬ 
portionately  as  the  lhip  advanced,  and  leffen- 
ing  by  degrees,  died  away  at  the  ftcrn.  I 
fuppofe  that  it  was- perhaps  occafioned  by  a 
fealicn,  that  might  oe  near  the  fh:p,  as 
many  of  thele  animals'  were  faid  to  have 

been 
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been  feen  on  the  ifland  St.  Paul,  although 
we  perceived  nothing  like  any  animal.  About 
feven  o’clock,  the  gunner,  who  came  to 
make  a  report  of  fome  matters  of  his  de¬ 
partment  to  me,  informed  me,  that  on  one 
of  his  India  voyages,  he  had  met  with  the 
fame  occurrence,  and  that  a  dreadful  ftorm 
had  fucceeded,  which  forced  them  to  hand 
all  their  fails,  and  drive  at  the  mercy  of  the 
winds  and  waves  for  four-and-tyventy  hours. 
When  he  told  me  this,  there  was  not  the 
leajft  appearance  of  any  ftorm  ;  yet  before 
four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  we  lay  under 
our  bare  poles,  leudding  before  the  wind,  in 
a  violent  temped.  The  fea  ran  fo  high  on 
allfides,  that  at.  nine  o’clock  in  the  evening, 
all  the  cabin  windows  and  hatches  were 
Hove  in,  and  the  water  rufhed  quite  into 
the  dateroom.  To  provide,  however,  as 
much  as  poflible  againd  this,  we  fpread  a 
fail  over  the  Hern,  on  which  the  fea  could 
break,  and  which  proved  of  great  fervice 
to  us.  This  blowing  weather  continued  till 
the  next  day,  the  12th  of  January,  when 
the  violence  of  the  dorm  abating  a  little,  we 
were  enabled  to  fet  our  fails  again.  Fortu¬ 
nately,  no  material  damage  was  done  to  our 
1  mads 
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marts  or  yards,  but  the  bread  and  fail  rooms 
were  again  very  leaky. 

At  the  fame  time  we  faw  a  good  deal  of 
floating  feaweed,  which  is  generally  met 
with  to  the  eaftward  of  the  iflands  St.  Paul 
and  Amjierdam.  The  meeting  with  feaweed 
may  ferve  as  an  indication  to  navigators 
(befides  the  variation  of  the'compafs,  which 
here  decreafes  below  19°}  that  they  have 
parted  thofe  iflands,  and  are  to  the  eaftward 
of  them.  ' 

On  the  14th,  having  been  kept  back  by 
ftorms  and  contrary  winds,  we  again  came 
in  fight  of  the  ifland  St.  Paul,  bearing  n.w. 
about  eight  or  nine  leagues  off.  The  wind 
then  coming  roui^l  to  the  weft,  we  fleered  a 
northeafterly  courfe,  and  on  the  27th  of 
January  we  parted  the  tropic  of  capricorn. 

In  340  and  350  fouth  latitude,  we  found 
our  compafles  quite  unfettled,  the  needles 
varying  four  and  five  points  backwards  and 
forwards,  although  there  was  but  little  mo¬ 
tion  in  the  flop,  and  we  were  failing  but  at 
a  moderate  rate. 

In  30°  fouth  latitude,  we  met  with  the 
s.e.  monfoon,  or  tradewind,  with  which  we- 
fleered  k.n.e.  in  order  to  make  the  land  to 

the 
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the  weftward  of  the  ftraits  of  Sunda ,  ex- 
pediing  to  meet  there  with  the  wefterly 
winds. 

On  the  laft  day  of  the  month,  we  had  the 
fun. vertically  over  us,  and  the  higheft  rife 
of  the  thermometer  that  day  was  to  8i°, 
though  on  the  following  days  it  flood  at 
83°  or  84°. 

In  ii°  fouth  latitude,  the  s.e.  tradewind 
left  us,  and  changed  to  weft,  with  which, 
on  the  1 2th  of  February,  we  ran  in  fight  of 
the  ifland  Engana.  We  here  found  ourfelves 
io|  leagues  more  tojthe  eaft,  than  by  the 
fhip’s  reckoning. 

,  This  ifland  lies  in  5^°  fouth  latitude, 
about  25  leagues  e.s.e.  from  Prince  s  Ifland, 
in  the  ftraits  of  Sunda .  Ships  that  pafs  the 
ftraits,  in  the  wefterly  monfoon,  generally 
run  in  fight  of  Engano.  It  is  fix  or  feven 
leagues  in  length,  and  not  quite  half  as 
broad.  It  is  not  high,  and  can-  only  be  dif- 
cerned  at  five  leagues’  diftance.  It  always 
appears  green,  by  the  trees  with  which  it 
is  covered.  We  faw  feme  breakers  on  the 
weft  fide,  but  none  any  where  elfe.  There 
are  no  foundings  round  it,  except  on  that 
fide,  where,  according  to  the  Indian  Pilot, 

there 
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there  is  an  anchorage :  fome  fijfhermen  in¬ 
habit  it,  but  they  are  very  fhy  of  Grangers. 

Immediately  on  coming  in  fight  of  this 
ifland,  we  were  overtaken  by  a  violent 
thunderftorm,  which  was  followed  by  a  con¬ 
tinual  calm  for  fome  dafys,  fo  that  we  were 
not  only  prevented  from  advancing,  but  were 
driven  by  the  currents,  which  fet  ftrongly  to 
the  weftward,  more  and  more  the  contrary 
way;  and  on  the  16th  of  February,  we  loll 
fight  of  Engoho . 

'  This  calm  weather  dill  continued,  and  if 
we  fometimes  h^d  a. breeze,  it  came  from 
the  s.e.  the  very  point  towards  which  our 
courfe  fhould  have  been  diredted.  Loiter¬ 
ing  here  againft  our  inclination,  we  difcover- 
ed  on  the  2 id,  juft  before  funfet,  a  low 
and  fmall  iflet,  at  fcareely  three  leagues’  did 
tance,  which  we  found  by  our  latitude  to  be 
the  ifland.  Met  het  rif  or  Reef  Ifland  ;  like- 
wile  called  Droevig,  or  Difaftrous  Ifland,  on 
account  of  fhips  having  formerly  been  wreck¬ 
ed  upon  it,  by  reafon  of  its  fmallnels.  It 
was  fortunate  for  us,  that  we  faw  it  be¬ 
fore  dark  ;  for  we  fliould  otherwife  have 
run  much  danger  of  falling  upon  it  during 
the  night,  fmce  we  could  not  think  that 
vol.  1.  e  the 
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the  currents  could  have  fet  us  fo  far  to  the 
weftward,  which  in  five  days,  fince  our  laft 
obfervation  at  the  ifland  Engano,  we  found 
to  be  full  thirty  leagues. 

Having  a  foutheafterly  breeze,  we  imme¬ 
diately  ran  ftraight  off  from  the  ifland,  to 
the  e.n.e.  but  at  daybreak  the  next  morn¬ 
ing,  we  again  found  ourfelves  clofe  to  it ; 
fo  that  had  it  remained  dark  a  little  longer* 
we  fliould  have  been  in  the  ^reateft  dan¬ 
ger,  by  the  ftrong  currents  which  fet  to¬ 
wards  it.  We  were  therefore  obliged,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  *difa/ters  with  which 
thefe  continual  calms  and  violent  currents 
threatened  us,  to  fall  below  it,  out  of  our 
courle,  in  order  to  have  fearoom  enough. 

This  place  is,  as  has  already  been  men¬ 
tioned,  both  very  fmall  and  very  low.  At 
two  leagues’  diftance,  it  has  the  appearance 
of  a  grove  of  evergreens,  of  about  half  a 
league  in  length,  floating  upon  the  water. 
Its  fouth  latitude  is  30  45',  by  my  own  ob¬ 
fervation.  The  Indian  Pilot  defcribes  it  as 
having  two  reefs,  one  at  the  fouth,  and  one 
at  the  north,  ftretchin'g  out  to  fea,  a  league 
and  a  half :  but  failing  round  its  north  end, 
about  a  league  from  the  Ihore*  and  founding 

with 
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with  a  line  of  150  fathoms,  we  found  no 
bottom  ;  fo  that,  in  this  inftance,  that  book 
is  not  accurate  ;  yet  we  faw  breakers  on 
the  north  tide,  as  we  computed,  about  a 
quarter  of  a  league  from  the  Ihore. 

Our  ill  fortune  was  not  yet  at  an  end, 
We  daily  experienced  calms,  and  contrary 
winds,  together  with  heavy  thunderftorms ; 
and  in  thefe,  the  lightning  was  fo  incef- 
fant,  that  the  whole  horizon  appeared  as  if 
on  fire.  W e(  had  likewile  violent  gufts  of 
|  wind,  that  feld^m  were  above  an  hour  in 
duration  j  during  Which,  however,  it  was  im- 
poffible  to  carry  any  fail ;  and  when  we  fome- 
times  attempted  to  make  fome  progrefs  by 
them,  our  fails  were  either  blown  away,  or 
we  were  in  great  danger  of  lofmg  our  yards 
and  mails.  When  thefe  fudden  fqualls  fub- 
fided,  they  were  commonly  fucceeded  by 
dead  calms,  and  the  heat  was  then  nearly 
intolerable,  the  thermometer  being  often  at 
88°,  without  the  lead:  refrelhing  breeze,  to 
mitigate  the  fervency  of  the  weather.  All 
this,  added  to  the  heavy  and  violent  rains, 
which  fell  every  day,  occalioned  much  lick- 
nefs  among  the  feamen  ;  fome  of  whom, 
in  a  Ihort  time,  paid  the  debt  to  nature. 

F.  2  Among 
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Among  the  dead,  was  my  fecond  lieutenant. 

I  experienced  myfelf  the  greateft  torture, 
from  a  violent  colic,  for  ten  or  twelve  days, 
and  the  whole  duty  devolved  thus  on  the 
firft  lieutenant,  who  was  obliged  to  be  on 
deck  both  night  and  day,  as  neither  of  the 
two  officers  next  in  rank,  were  fit  for  ferving 
in  the  capacities  they  held,  and  were  even 
hardly  acquainted  with  the  compafs. 

It  was  not  till  the  15th  of  March,  that 
we  got  fight  of  land.  At  eight  o’clock, 
A.M.  on  that  day,  we  difc/wered  the  high  , 
land  of  Sumatra's  weft  coafi:  and  at  noon 
made  the  Keizer s  Piek ,  or  Pike  of  the  Em¬ 
peror,  being  a  lofty,  fpiry  mountain  fo  call¬ 
ed.  liking  a  good  obfervation  here,  we 
found  that  the  currents  had  driven  us  60 
leagues  to  the  weftward,  fince  the  16th  of 
February,  though  they  other  wife,  in  this 
'time  of  the  year,  moftly  fet  to  the  eaft. 

On  the  1  *th  of  March,  at  noon,  we  en¬ 
tered  the  ftraits  of  Sunda ,  having  the  Flat 


*  The  part  of  Sumatra  here  meant,  though,  in  fa<ft,  the 
fouthcaft  end  of  the  ifland,  is  denominated  by  the  Dutch,  as 
above,  Sumatra’s  weft  coaft,  on  account  of  its  relative  wefterly 
fituatiop,  with  refpett  to  their  chief  fettlements  at  the  eaft  end 
of  Java.  T. 

point 
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point  of  Sumatra  on  the  one  hand,  and 
Princes  Ifland  on  the  other.  1  flhall  fpeak 
more  at  latge  of  both  places,  in  the  ob- 
fervations  which  I  have  already  mentioned. 

Towards  the  evening,  we  found  ourfelves 
not  far  from  the  ifland  Kraketau .  The  wind 
now  gathering  into  a  ftorm  from  the  weft- 
ward,  and  the  rain  rendering  the  Iky  very 
hazy,  we  refolved  to  lie  by  during  the 
night,  not  having  fufficient  light  to  proceed. 
Making  fail  again  at  daybreak,  we  came  at 
noon  abreaft  of\^e  ifland  Dinars  in  den  Wegt 
or  Middle  Ifle.  The'guard  ftationed  at  An - 
jer,  in  behalf  of  the  Company,  came  on 
board  of  us  here,  and  I  difpatched  a  letter 
by  him,  to  the  governor  general  at  Ba- 
taviay  and  one  to  the  commandant  at  Ban¬ 
tam ,  requefting  to  have  fome  refrefliments 
fent  on  board  for  my  people.  About  eleven 
o’clock  at  night,  we  anchored  abreaft  of 
the  point  of  Bantam ,  near  the  ifland  Pan- 
Jang. 

We  received,1  the  next  morning,  the  re¬ 
frefliments  we  had  alked  for  :  they  confifted 
In  an  old  buffalo,  the  flefli  of  which  was  fo 
tough,  that  no  boiling  would  foften  it,  fome 
Very  indifferent  vegetables,  and  forty  fowls. 

£  3  For 
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For  this  fcanty  provifion,  the  Eaft-Indi# 
Company  were  charged  one  hundred  gil¬ 
ders  *. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  wind  being  wefter- 
ly,  we  weighed  anchor,  and  at  fiinfet,  came 
to  an  anchor  again,  near  the  iflands  called 
Be  Wapens  van  Hoorn ,  or  The  Arms  of  Horn ; 
for  it  is  very  dangerous  to  fail  in  the  night¬ 
time  along  this,  coaft,  becaufe  of  the  fhoals 
and  rocks,  which  are  fcattered  all  the  way, 
under  the  furface  of  the  fea.  /  ^ 

At  funrife,  on  the  iqjfc  of  March,  we' 
again  got  under  weigh,  and  palling,  a  little 
after  noon,  the  ifland  Onruji ,  we  call  anchor 
about  four  o’clock,  p.m.  in  the  road  of  Ba¬ 
tavia.  The  admiral,  or  flagfhip,  returned 
our  falute,  of  thirteen  guns,  with  five,  and  I 
immediately  went  on  fhore,  to  wait  upon  the 
governor  general,  in  order  to  inform  him 
of  my  arrival,  and  give  him  an  account  of 
my  voyage.  His  excellency,  however,  war, 
at  his  country-feat,  called  Wei  te  Vrecden 
(Well-contented),  and  I  accordingly  went 
thither,  to  pay  my  refpe&s  to  him. 

*  About  nine  pounds  fierling.  T. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

Pajage  from  Batavia  to  Bantam. — Situation 
of  Bantam. — Defcription  of  the  city. —  The  Paf- 
ceb'aan. — The  Mcfque. — The  King's  Palace ,  and 
Fort  Diamond. — Religion. — Fort  Speelwyk. 
— Company's  Officers.— Dependencies  of  the  Com¬ 
manded  at  Bantam. — Pepper  taken  on  board. — 
Weights. — kijit  to  fome  remarkable  Places  without 
the  City . — \ifit  to  the  King  ^Bantam. — Account 
of  his  Coun*^.  and  our  Entertainment  there. — The 
King's  Proceffibti  jq  the  Mofque. — Cargo  completed . 
Departure'  from  Bantam. — Anchorage  at  the 
JJland  Onrdst. 

HaVING  difcharged  the  cargo  of  the  fhip, 
and  taken  in  ballaft,  I  received  orders  from 
the  governor  general,  to  go  to  Bantam ,  to 
take  a  cargo  of  pepper  on  board.  My  de¬ 
parture  was  fixed  for  the  ioth  of  May,  and 
I  was  likewife  dire&ed  to  hoifi:  an  enfign  at 
the  maintop,  as  foon  as  we  weie  out  of 
fight  of  the  road  of  Batavia ,  becaule  Mr. 
Van  Test,  fenior 'merchant,  and  ex-com- 
milfary  of  inland  affairs,  together  with  Mr. 
Pe  Meyer,  counfeller  of  juflice,  and  fome 
e  4 
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more  company,  both  ladies  and  gentlemen, 
were  on  board,  and  were  to  go  the  voyage 
to  Bantam  with  me  j  although  this  mark  of 
dirtin£tian  was  not  properly  due  to  any  one 
of  them,  unlefs  they  had  been  on  commifiion 
in  behalf  of  the  Company’s  government, 
which  was  not  the  cafe. 

We  accordingly  failed  on  the  appointed 
day,  the  loth  of  May,  having  on  board 
eight  cherts  of  money,  containing  fifty  thou- 
fand  Spanish  dollars,  which  we/e  to  be  given 
in  payment  for  pepper,  to  jfic  king  of  Ban¬ 
tam.  *  ' ' 

At  two  o’clock,  p.m.  we  anchored  abreaft 
of  the  ifland  0 nr uft,  as  the  feabreeze  began 
to  blow  pretty  rtrong  againft  us. 

We  failed  again  the  next  day,  at  daybreak, 
and  in  the  evening,  cart  anchor  abreaft  of 
the  ifland  called  De  Groote  Combuis,  or  the 
Great  Furnace,  whence  we  fet  fail  again,  on 
the  iath,  in  the-' morning,  and  anchored  at 
three  o’clock,  p.m.  before  the  city  of  Ban¬ 
tam,  dole  to  a  Imall  ifland  called  Het  Hol- 
landfch  Kerkhof,  or  the  Dutch  church¬ 
yard. 

We  faluted  the  Eaft-India  Company’s 
commandery  here,  with  thirteen  guns,  and 

had 
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had  our  falute  returned,  with  the  fame 
number.  Before  we  reached  the  road,  Mr. 
Reinouts,  the  commandant  at  Bantam, 
came  on  board,  to  welcome  the  company 
who  were  with  me ;  and  they  all  went  on 
fhore  together,  at  four  o’clock.  I  foon  fol¬ 
lowed  them,  and  Mr.  Reinouts  very  po¬ 
litely  offered  me  the  ufe  of  his  houfe  and  ta¬ 
ble,  while  I  remained  at  Bantam ,  which  I 
thankfully  accepted. 

The  gulpltor  bay  of  Bantam ,  bounded  by 
the  point  of  the  fame  name,  and  that  of 
Pontang ,  forms  a ',c5mmodious  retreat  for 
fhips,  large  numbers  of  which  may  anchor 
in  it  in  fafety.  Many  fmall  illands  lie  fcat- 
tered  up  and  down  in  it ;  and  they  afford 
an  agreeable  profped  to  the  fhips  in  the 
road.  Thefe  iflandsare  all  uninhabited,  ex¬ 
cept  Pulo  Panjang ,  or  the  Long  Ifland ,  which 
is  the  largeft,  and  on  which  fome  fifhermen 
refide.  There  is  a  great  plenty  of  fine  fifh 
here,  among  which  the  inhabitants  of  Ban¬ 
tam  prefer  one  called  the  kaalkop ,  or  bald- 
head,  which  has  fome  rcfemblance  to  cod. 
It  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  bay  that  the  city 
of  Bantam  is  fituated,  full  a  quarter  of  an 
hour's 
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hour’s  walk  from  the  feafide.  It  lies  be¬ 
tween  two  branches  of  a  river,  which  de- 
fcends  from  the  mountains.  The  diftance 
from  Batavia  is  about  thirteen  Dutch  miles*, 
or  leagues. 

The  communication  between,  thefe  two 
places  by  land,  is  very  difficult,  owing  to 
the  thick  forehs,  and  deep  morafles,  which 
lie  between  them.  Thefe  obhacles  render 
the  road  by  land,  nearly  impra61icahle,atleaft 
for  Europeans  :  for  this  realty/,  people  go  by , 
water,  making  uie  of  the  latrd  and  lea  winds, 1 
which  leldom  fail,  and  which  drive  the  light 
Indian  veffels  or  proas,  called  flyers,  to  and 
fro,  along  the  coaft,  with  furprifing  celerity. 
I  was  told  that  they  lometimes  took  up  no 
more  than  four  hours  in  the  paflage. 

The  river  of  Bantam  is  only  about  170  or 
180  feet  over,  at  its  mouth.  It  is  likewife 
very  fhallow,  fo  that  at  low  water,  a  common 
jfhip’s  boat  does  not  lie  afloat  in  it.  It  is  befet 
with  wooden  piles,  on  both  fides,  as  far  as  Fort 
Speelwyk  j  but  they  are  kept  in  very  indif¬ 
ferent  repair,  which  is  a  pity,  as  they  would 

*  A  Dutch  mile,  which  they  in  general  call  an  hour,  is 
about  three  miles  and  a  half  Engliih.  T. 

be 
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be  of  fervice,  to  prevent  the  fluffing  of  the 
land.  At  high  water,  and  in  fpring  tides,  it 
is  from  five  to  feven  feet  deep,  and  fmall 
Indian  veflfels  can  then  enter-  the  river. 

Though  this  is  called  the  river  of  j Bantam, 
it  is  properly  only  a  branch  of  it.  The 
river  itfelf  is  divided  above  the  town,  into 
three  channels,  of  which  this  is  the  middle 
one,  the  two  others  run  into  the  fea,  about 
a  league  and  a  half  off,  on  each  fide. 

Bantam  li<^  in  an  extenfive  plain,  behind 
which  there  is  a  range  of  high  and  mafly 
mountains,  that  extend  far  to  the  fouth- 
ward.  I  cannot  determine  refpefting  its 
fize,  not  having  had  an  opportunity  of 
going  round  it :  it  mull  certainly,  however, 
he  called  a  large  city,  for  I  have  often 
walked  ftraight  on  for  a  whole  hour,  with¬ 
out  reaching  the  end.  I  did  not  perceive 
any  walls  or  fortifications  toward  the  fea, 
nor  any  on  the  dandfide,  except  Fort  Dia¬ 
mond,  in  which  the  king’s  palace  ftands  ; 
notwithftanding  feveral  travellers  talk  much 
about  them.  You  enter  the  town  without 
perceiving  it,  and  would  rather  fuppofe 
yourfelf  to  be  in  a  grove  of  cocoanut-trees, 
than  in  a  city.  The  houies,  if  huts  of  this 
i  nature 
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nature,  wattled  up  with  reeds  or  canes'* 
plajftered  with  clay,  and  covered  with  leaves 
or  attap  *,  may  deferve  that  appellation,  are 
Mattered  to  and  fro,  without  any  order  or 
lymmetry  of  ftreets,  and  round  each  of  them 
is  a  plantation  of  cocoanut-trees,  the  whole 
furrounded  by  a  paling  of  fplit  bamboo,  by 
which  every  family  is  wholly  feparated  from 
its  neighbours. 

A  quarter  of  a  league  from  where  the  city 
begins,  towards  the  mountains,  is  a  large, 
open  field,  called  the  Ptydbaun,  where 
three  roads  (for  ftreets  Yney  cannot  be  call¬ 
ed,  having  no  refemblance  to  fuch),  leading 
from  different  quarters  of  the  town,  unite 
to  the  weftward  of  the  river.  This  forms 
the  eaftern,  as  part  of  the  city  does  the 
fouthern,  boundary  of  the  Pqfcebaan,  while 
the  royal  mofque  is  fituated  on  the  north, 
and  the  king’s  palace  on  the  weft  fide  of  it. 
In  the  middle  of  this  plain  ftands  a  large 
'weringa  tree  f,  which  extends  its  fpreading 
branches  on  all  fides,  and  affords  a  perpetual 

*  This  is  the  name  given  to  the  leaves  of  the  palm-tree, 
ufed  for  covering  of  houfes.  ¥. 

f  Ca/uanna  equifitifoliis. 
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and  agreeable  lhade.  At  the  foot  of  this 
tree,  is  a  grave,  covered  with  a  large  blue, 
(tone,  in  which  the  body  of  one  of  the  for¬ 
mer  kings  of  Bantam  lies  buried,  and  which 
the  inhabitants  look  upon  as  a  very  holy- 
place,  and  revere  it  greatly.  A  little,  farther 
off,  on  the  other  fide,  is  a  building,  which, 
fells  upon  polls,  riling  ten  or  twelve  feet  out 
of  the  ground.  The  roof  is  fupported  by  an 
appearance  of  pillars.  It  is  uled  as  a  place 
of  circumcifi^n,  for  the  children  of  the  king ; 
and  on  fuch  dUcalions,  it  is  hung  round,  and 
richly  decorated/  .-',y,ith  coltly  tapellry,  and 
pieces  of  cloth. 

*  The  name  of  this  field,  the  Pafcebaari)  is 
that  which  is  given  throughout  the  ealt,  to 
thofe  places  where  their  princes  divert 
themfelves,  with  horfe- races  and  fimilar  ex- 
ercifes.  All  their  courtiers  and  great  men 
mull  then  appear  on  horfeback,  and  in  mag¬ 
nificent  apparel,  to  contend  in  the  races  With 
the  king  or  his  Tons ;  always,  however,  with 
the  provilo,  that  they  yield  the  palm  of  vic¬ 
tory  to  their  royal  competitors. 

The  mofque  or  temple,  mentioned  above, 
Hands  at  the  end  of  a  little  pleafant  lawn  : 
it  is  furrounded  by  a  high  wall,  and  is  almoft 
fquare. 
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fquarc.  It  has  five  roofs  above  each  other, 
all  decreafing  in  fize  upwards,  till  the  laft 
terminates  in  a  point ;  the  eaves  of  the 
lowed:,  jut  out  much  beyond  the  walls  of 
the  temple.  Clofe  by,  is  a  high,  but  {len¬ 
der,  fpire,  which  ferves,  like  the  minarets 
in  Turkey,  to  announce  the  hours  of  prayer. 
Neither  Chriftian  nor  Pagan  may  enter 
this  temple,  upon  pain  of  death.  Indeed 
there  is  little  to  be  feen  in  it,  as  I  was  in¬ 
formed,  more  than  a  parcel  of/ benches,  and 
a  fort  of  pulpit,  in  which  the  Kang  fometimes 
performs  the  fervice  as  piirf l ;  as  I  {hall  have 
occafion  to  notice  hereafter. 

The  royal  palace,  which  {lands  on  tITe 
weft  fide  of  the  Pafcebaan ,  is  built  within  a 
fortrefs,  which  is  called  the  Diamond,  This 
is  an  oblong  fquare,  eight  hundred  and 
forty  feet  in  length,  and  nearly  half  as  broad. 
It  has  regular  baftions  at  the  four  corners, 
and  feveral  femicircular  places  of  arms  on 
the  fides.  I  counted  fixty-fix  pieces  of  can¬ 
non  in  this  fortification,  the  greateft  part 
brafs,  and  moftly  heavy  artillery,  but  old, 
and  few  of  them  Serviceable.  The  touch- 
holes  of  fome  were  f©.  worn  away,  that  a- 
fmall  teacup  could  eafily  fee  palled  through 
them. 
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them.  There  were  feveral  with  the  arms 
of  Portugal,  and  a  few  with  thofe  of  Eng¬ 
land;  like, vile  five  or  fix  brafs  dannon, 
founded  by  the  Javanefe.  Thefe  la  ft  had 
two  ftrong  iron  rings,  round  the  chace,  at 
the  mouth,  and  two  at  the  chambers,  to 
fecure  the  piece  from  burfting.  They  ap¬ 
peared  to  me  to  be  twelve-pounders.  The 
four  baftions  point  to  the  four  middle  points 
of  the  compafs,  n.e.  s.e.  s.w.  and  n.w.  The 
walls  are  bui’t  of  hard  ftone,  and  are  four¬ 
teen  or  fifteen  feet  in  height.  Every  expence 
relative  to  the  repa tion  and  keeping  in  order 
of  the  fort,  and  of  the  artillery,  muft  be  de¬ 
frayed  by  the  king,  by  whofe  predeceftbrs  it 
was  eredted  in  the  latter  part  of  thelaft  cen¬ 
tury. 

The  Dutch  Eaft-India  Company  keep  a  , 
garrifon  in  it,  confifting  of  one  captain, 
three  fubalterns,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
privates.  This  force  ferves  nominally  to 
defend  the  perfon  of  the  king  from  all 
hoftile  attempts  ;  but*  in  fadl,  to  have  him 
always  in  the  Company’s  power.  None  of 
his  fubjedis,  either  high  or  low,  not  even 
his  fons,  are  allowed  to  approach  his  perfon, 
Without  the  knowledge  of  the  captain  of  the 
Dutch 
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Dutch  military,  who  receives  information 
refpedting  the  king’s  vifitors,  from  the  guard 
at  the  gate,  and  tranfrnits  it,  from  time  to 
time,  to  the  commandant  at  Fort  Speelwyk , 
No  Javanefe  or  Bantammer  is  ever  al  ow¬ 
ed  to  pafs  the  night,  within  the  walls  of  the 
fort. 

A  wet  ditch  runs  round  it,  but  this  would 
be  a  trifling  obflacle  to  the  operations  of  an 
European  enemy ;  for  it  is  ’entirely  negledted, 
and  in  many  places  almoft  dryy  ‘  On  a  done 
over  the  gate,  is  an  dnfcription  in  Dutch,  by 
which  it  appears  that  t]je«fortrefs  was  built 
by  one  Henry  Louwrents,  a  native  of 
Steenwyk ,  in  the  province  of  Overyjfel.  This 
man,  fearing  the  confequences  of  fbme  crime 
or  other  which  he  had  committed,  quitted 
the  fervice  of  the  Company,  and  entered 
into  that  of  the  king  of  Bantam ,  who  find¬ 
ing  he  had  fome  knowledge  of  fortification, 
employed  him  in  building  this  cattle,  after 
he  had  abjured  his  religion,  and  embraced 
the  Mahomedan  faith.  Fort  Diamond  is  not 
difcernible  until  one  is  clofe  to  it,  on  account 
of  the  numerous  cocoanut-trees  with  which 
the  city  abounds,  and  which  impede  the 
view  ;  we  mud,  however,  except  that  fide  of 

it* 
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it,  that  faces  the  Pacebaan,  where  it  is  open 
to  the  eye. 

The  approach  to  it,  is  over  a  drawbridge, 
that  is  thrown  over  the  moat.  Between 
this  bridge  and  the  gate  of  the  fort,  is  a 
(pace  of  ground,  or  efplanade,  on  the  right 
fide  of  which,  (lands  a  large  building,  with 
a  fquare  roof,  open  in,  front  and  at  the 
(ides,  in  which  the  ceremony  of  crowning 
the  hereditary  prince  is  performed.  On  the 
other  lide  are  the  king’s  (tables  and  coach- 
houfes,  the  former  well  provided  with  horfes; 
the  latter,  which  arc  only  wooden  (heds, 
contain  feveral  coaches,  which  have  at  dif¬ 
ferent  times  been  prefented  to  the  king, 
hy  the  Company,  or  their  governors,  and 
among  which  there  are  fome  that  are  vene¬ 
rably  old,  and  in  a  tafte  truly  antique.  The 
king’s  gomgoms ,  a  (brt  of  mulical  inftru- 
ments,  ,of  which  I  (hall  fpeak  more  at  large 
in  another  place,  are  likewife  kept  in  thole 
(heds. 

At  the  gate  of  the  fort,  an  officer  and  four 
and  twenty  men,  mount  guard  night  and 
day.  The  palace  is  about  twenty  paces 
from  the  corps  de  garde,  and  is  called 
J>at m,  which  in  the  Malay  language  ligni- 

voJL.  i.  r  fies, 
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fieSj  the  inmoji .  This  is  not  a  Tingle  or  regu¬ 
lar  building*  but  confifts  of  many  dwellings 
united  together,  and  covers  nearly  the  whole 
fpace  of  ground  within  the  fort.  In  the 
centre  appears  a  Iquare  building,  which  has 
two  roofs  riling  above  each  other*  to  fuch  a 
height,  that  it  is  vifible  three  leagues  off  at 
Tea.  It  is  moflly  built  of  brick*  and  covered 
with  tiles,  but  there  is  no  regularity  ob- 
ferved,  with  refpedt  to  its  architecture,  or 
fcite.  The  walls  of  the  king’s  feraglio  are 
raifed  higher  than  tiiofe  of  the  fort,  to  ren¬ 
der  it  impervious  to  the  eyes  of  the  curious. 
The  captain  who  commanded  the  garrifon 
here,  related  to  me,  that  two  inquifitive 
mortal  were  once  discovered,  attempting  to 
fcale  thefe  walls,  and  were  inflarttly  put  to 
death. 

When  the  king’s  fens  arrive  at  the  age 
of  puberty,  they  do  not  any  longer  refide 
with  their  father,  but  have  each  their  fepa- 
rate  feraglio  or  harem.  All  the  lervants  of 
the  palace  are  women,  and  even  the  atten¬ 
dant  guards  of  the  king  are  of  the  female 
lex  ;  for,  althoughvwhen  he  appears  in  pub¬ 
lic,  lie  is  accompanied  by  his  Bantam  life¬ 
guards,  yet  they  are  never  admitted  within 
i  the 
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the  gates  of  the  fortrefs.  Thefe,  befides 
their  ordinary  hdearms,  criffes  or  long  dag¬ 
gers,  are  provided  with  pikes,  the  iron 
heads  of  which  are  very  long  and  broad  ; 
and  the  king  is  likewife  attended,  when  he 
goes  abroad,  by  a  guard  of  Europeans  from 
the  garrifon. 

The  religion  of  the  kingdom  of  Bantam  is 
the  fame  as  prevails  throughout  Java,  that  of 
Mahomet. 

In  what  relation  this  part  of  the  ifland 
ftands,  with  refpedt  to  the  Dutch  Eaft-India 
Company,  will  appear-  in  another  place. 

Fort  Speelwyk  is  a  fortrefs,  which  the 
Company  caufed  to  be  built,  during  the  civil 
wars,  between  Sultan  Agon,  king  of  Ban - 
tarn,  and  his  fon  (in  1682);  and  it  was  called 
Speelwyk ,  in  allufion  to  the  name  of  the 
then  governor  general  of  India,  Cornelius 
Speelman.  It  is  fituated  on  the  eaft  bank 
of  the  river,  a  very  little  way  from  its 
mouth.  It  is  a  fquare,  defended  at  three 
of  its  angles  by  regular  baftions,  and  at  the 
fourth,  by  a  demi-baftion.  It  is  mounted 
with  forty-eight  pieces'of  cannon,  of  various 
calibers.  The  north,  fouth,  and  weft  f.des 
are  covered  by  a  wet  ditch,  which  is,  how* 
f  2  ever. 
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ever,  neither  broad  nor  deep ;  an<J  which 
has  a  communication  with  the  river  that 
wafhes  the  eaft  fide.  The  walls  ate  cbn- 
ftru&ed  of  a  heavy  and  hard  kind  of  ftone, 
and  are  thirteen  or  fourteen  feet  in  height, 
but  in  fome  places  they  are  beginning  to 
decay.  In  the  interior  of  the  fort,  there  is 
an  open  fquare,  planted  with  trees  in  the 
middle,  the  fides  of  which,  are  formed  by 
feveral  buildings,  in  which  part  of  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  fervants  refide.  Amongft  thefe,  the 
houfe  of  the  commandant  is  diflinguifhable 
above  the  reft,  having  lately  been  hand- 
fomely  rebuilt,  and  amply  provided  with 
roomy  apartments ;  One  of  which  ferves  for 
a  chapel.  ,  The  other  buildings  confift  in, 
barracks  for  the  foldiery,  warehoufes,  &c. 
The  gate  is  very  near  the  riverfide,  over 
which  there  is  a  drawbridge,  and  oppofite 
to  it  is  a  pretty  long  ftreet,  in  which  the 
Company’s  fervants  refide,  for  whom  there  is 
no  room  in  the  fort,  together  with  a  few 
Chinefe.  The  garrifon  is  nearly  equal  to 
that  of  Fort  Diamond,  but  a  confiderable 
number  are  generally  confined  by  ficknels 
this  place  being  confidered  as  even  more  un- 
health.v  than  Batavia. 
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The  chief  authority,  in  behalf  of  the 
Company,  is  here  veiled  in  a  fenior  mer¬ 
chant,  with  the  title  of  commandant,  who 
has  likewife  the  management  of  the  trade, 
which  chiefly  confifts  in  pepper,  and  fome 
cotton-yarn.  This  officer,  however,  is  un¬ 
der  the  immediate  controul  of  the  local  go¬ 
vernment  at  Batavia ,  whence  he  receives 
orders,  and  whither  he  fends  reports,  nearly 
every  day ;  for  Bantam  is  only  looked  upon 
as  an  outpoft  or  dependency  of  Batavia  : 
whereas  other  Commanderies,  which  are 
fituated  at  a  greater  distance  from  the  capi¬ 
tal,  are  only  fubjedt  to  the  orders  of  the 
council  of  India.  Yet  the  commandant 
here,  has  likewife  a  council,  confiding  of 
the  adminiftrator,  or  fecond  in  command, 
and  fome  of  the  fervants  of  the  Company 
following  next  in  rank.  There  is  alfo  a 
fifeal  for  the  purpofe  of  preventing  the  il¬ 
licit  or  fmuggling  trade.  One  Bayard, 
who  filled  this  office  in  the  preceding  year, 
had  accufed  the  commandant  of  having 
himfelf  engaged  in  thefe  underhand  dealings 
rvith  the  Englilh  ;  but  the  accufer  died  in 
good  time,  and  the  accufed  was  acquitted 
of  the  charge.  The  actual  commandant, 
f  3  J,  Reinouts, 
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J.  Reinouts,  was  a  native  of  Enkbuizen 
in  North  Holland,  and  had  enjoyed  the  ap¬ 
pointment  for  fome  years.  .  I  was  told  at 
Batavia ,  that  he  paid  great  attention  to 
the  Company’s  pepper- trade.  Whenever  he 
goes  out  in  ftate,  he  is  efcorted  by  a  guard, 
confifting  of  one  non-commiffioned  officer 
and  twelve  privates.  He  is  addreffed  by 
the  title  of  achtbaar  beery  or  worfhipful  fir, 
and  his  inferiors  never  approach  him  but 
with  the  deepeft  refpedt. 

To  the  Commandery  of  Bantam  alfo  be¬ 
long  the  refidencies,  or  fadlories  which  the 
Company  pofiefs,  at  Lampong  Tou/an  Ban - 
wangy  and  Lampong  Samanca,  both  fituated 
in  the  fouthern  part  of  the  ifland  Sumatra . 
Thefe  are  i'ubordinate  or  conquered  pro¬ 
vinces  of  the  kingdom  of  Bantam ,  and  yield 
a  conliderable  quantity  of  pepper  annually. 
The  officers  of  the  Company  who  reflde 
there,  are  chiefly  ftationed,  in  order  to  keep 
a  watchful  eye  upon  the  fpice,  that  it  do 
not  fall  into  any  other  hands  than  their 
own.  They  have  both  the  rank  of  book¬ 
keepers,  and  have  each  a  few  foldiers,  and 
a  non-commiffioned  officer  with  them.  The 
refident  at  Tou/an  Bauwang,  had  been  pub¬ 
licly 
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Hcly  beheaded  at  Batavia  two  or  three  years 
before ;  he  had  can  led  one  of  the  grandees 
of  the  king  of  Bantam ,  and  who  was  his 
deputy  there,  to  be  Ihot  dead  in  cold  blood. 
The  governor  general  did  all  that  could  be 
done  to  lave  his  life,  but  the  remonftrances 
of  the  court  of  Bantam  were  lo  ftrong  and 
prefling,  that  at  laft  he  was  obliged  to  be 
put  to  death.  He  underwent  the  punish¬ 
ment  with  the  greatefl:  fortitude  and  compo- 
lure. 

There  are  two  other  outpofts,  which  are 
likewife  taken  from  the  garrifon  of  Bantam , 
one  at  Anjer ,  or  Aniar,  and  the  other  at 
Jeritta ,  both  places  in  that  kingdom,  but 
each  confifts  of  no  more  than  two  men. 
They  are  chiefly  fet,  for  the  purpofe  of 
watching  the  fhips  that  arrive,  of  which 
they  note  down  the  names,  and  the  places 
whence  they  come,  and  immediately  give 
information  of  them,  to  the  commandant  at 
Bantam,  who,  in  his  turn,  tranfmits  it  to  the 
governor  general  at  Batavia.  This  is  done 
with  relpebt  to  Dutch,  as  well  as  to  foreign 
velTels. 

The  day  after  our  arrival,  the  ,chefl:s  of 
money  were  taken  from  on  board,  and  car- 
F  4  ried 
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ried  on  fhorc ;  part  of  the  ballaft  was  difi- 
.charged,  and  every  thing  made  ready  to 
£hip  the  pepper.  This  was  begun  to  be 
effected  on  the  15  th  of  May,  and  on  that 
day  we  took  on  board,  about  70,000  pounds 
weight.  The  delivery  of  the  pepper  was 
made  out  of  the  king’s  warehouses,  fituated 
near  the  river,  after  having  been  weighed 
by  one  of  his  fervants,  by  weights  of  2 50 
pounds  each,  in  the  prefence  of  eight  or 
nine  of  his  inghebees ,  or  princes,  who  took 
an  exa£t  account  of  the  whole  ;  a  fervant  of 
the  Company  deputed  for  that  purpofe,  and 
one  of  my  ffiip’s  officers,  being  likewife  pre- 
fent,  to  prevent  every  kind  of  fraud.  It  was 
afterwards  carried  down  the  river,  in  flat- 
bottomed  boats,  and  put  on  board,  while  a 
guard  was  Rationed  in  every  boat,  to  pre¬ 
vent  any  pepper  being  ftolen  ;  for  the  Ban- 
tammers  are  greatly  addicted  to  this  vice. 
Heavy  goods  are  weighed  here  by  bbars> 
each  containing  three  picols,  and  thefe  laft 
are  eftimated  at  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  pounds. 

While  the  loading  of  my  fhip  was  going 
on,  I  now  and  then  made  an  excurfion  in¬ 
land,  together  with  the  Company  from  Ba¬ 
tavia,, 
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tavia,  to  fome  pajfar ,  or  market.  In  thefe* 
on  certain  days  of  the  week,'  all  kinds  of 
goods,  but  more  efpecially  the  country  pro- 
vifions,  are  expofed  for  fale.  Welikevvife 
paid  a  vifit  to  a  place,  fituated  about  a  Dutch 
mile  and  a  half  out  of  the  city,  which  is 
called  Grobbezak.  It  is  an  old  and  very 
ruinous  four-cornered  building, 'Handing  on 
a-  fquare  piece  of  grouud,  of  about  ten  or 
eleven  acres,  furrounded  with  water  which  is 
three  hundred  feet  broad.  A  bridge  formerly 
led  to  this  little  illand,  the  remains  of  which 
were  Hill  to  be  feen  in  the  water ;  but  at 
prefent  no  one  attempts  to  go  over  to  it,  for 
fear  of  the  alligators  or  crocodiles,  which 
inhabit  the  water.  We,  however,  fawnone 
of'thefe  animals.  The  natives  believe,  that 
no  perfon  could  live  in  this  building,  oh  ac¬ 
count  of  the  evil  fpirits  which  refide  there. 
It  is,  in  all  probability,  a  relic  of  the  Portu- 
guefe.  Sitting  on  a  little  eminence  oppolite 
to  it,  there  is  an  echo,  which  plainly  repeats 
a  word  five  or  fix  times. 

Another  day,  we  went  to  view  the  tomb 
of  one  of  the  principal  faints  of  the  Ban- 
tammers.  This  lay  full  two  Dutch  miles 
from  the  city,  upon  a  hill,  of  about  two 
hundred 
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hundred  feet  high.  Hard  by  is  a  little  vil¬ 
lage,  called  Bodjo  Nogare.  It  is  not  far  from 
the  fea,  into  which  the  rivulet  which  runs 
clofe  to  it,  dhcharges  itfelf.  There  is  a 
fajfer  or  market,  held  here  every  Saturday, 
for  proviftons,  cotton-yarn,  capok  *,  and 
other  produdlions  of  the  land.  At  the  top 
of  the  hill  which  is  called  Vounong  Santri , 
from  the  name  of  the  faint,  {lands  the  tomb, 
which  is  made  of  brick,  and  is  no  more 
than  twelve  inches  above  the  ground.  At 
the  head  and  feet,  {land  two  cylindrical 
Hones,  of  three  Feet  in  height,  like  {mail 
pillars,  which  the  Javanefe  cover  wirh  a 
piece  of  white  cotton  cloth,  in  honour  of 
their  faint.  The  whole  is  furrounded  by  a 
kind  of  low  white  {lone  wall,  raifed  a  little 
higher  than  the  tomb.  The  natives  pay 
extraordinary  reipeft  to  this  holy  repofitory 
of  the  dead,  and  would  not  fufFer  any  one  to 


*  Capo!;,  is  the  denomination  given  to  the  cotton,  which 
■nclofes  the  feed,  in  the  Capfule  of  the  filk-cotton-tree  ( bombax 
per.tarJ.nun),  and  is  not  nfed  for  fpinning,  but  for  making 
mntrafies,  bolfters  and  pillows.  The  other  cotton  is  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  a  perennial  flirub  {gejypium  herb  actum).  Its  feed- 
veflels  contain  a  very  fine  cotton,  called  capas,  which  is  woven 
into  an  infinite  number  of  cotton  and  cailico  pieces,  of  various 
degree;  of  finenefs. 
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commit  an  indecorous  action,  or  eafe  nature* 
near  it,  without  fevere  punifhment.  They 
are  perfuaded,  that  even  if  any  animal  were 
to  void  its  excrement  upon  the  tomb,  it 
would  inftantly  drop  down  dead.  Their 
legends  relate,  that  this  faint  walked  dry- 
fhod  over  the  fea,  in  the  prefence  of  a  mul¬ 
titude  of  faithful  muffelmen,  and  could  pafs 
many  days  and  nights,  without  taking  any 
kind  of  nourifhment.  Clofe  by  the  tomb 
there  is  a  fhady  tree,  round  which  a  cubabs- 
plant,  which  produces  the  long  pepper,  twines 
its  luxuriant  branches. 

Shortly  after  our  arrival  at  Bantam,  Mr. 
Van  Tets,  and  the  company  that  were 
With  him,  Jsad  afked  leave  to  pay  their  re- 
fpe£ts  to  the  king,  and  the  17th  of  May 
was  fixed  upon,  for  that  purpofe. 

Accordingly,  on  that  day,  three  of  the 
king’s  courtiers,  magnificently  arrayed  in 
the  Javanefe  fafhion,  came  to  fetch  the 
company,  at  the  head  of  whom  was  the 
commandant  Reinouts,  while  I  likewife 
made  part  of  it.  The  gai  rifon  of  fort  Sped - 
•wyk  was  under  arms,  and  drawn  out  in  two 
files,  from  the  commandant’s  houfe  to  the 
gate,  whither  we  had  to  walk  between 

them. 
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them.  Having  parted  the  drawbridge  of 
the  fort,  we  found  there  in  waiting,  three  of 
the  king’s  coaches,  with  European  coach¬ 
men,  drefled  in  his  livery,  which  is  yellow, 
with  red  flowers.  The  deputies  from  the 
court,  defired  the  company  to  take  their 
places,  in  the  fecoaches.  In  the  firft,  were 
feated  the  ladies  of  the  company ;  in  the 
fecond,  was  the  commandant  Reinouts,  and 
Mr.  VanTets,  efcorted  by  the  u’fual  guard 
of  the  former,  confifting  in  twelve  grena¬ 
diers,  and  preceded  by  ten  of  the  king's 
bodyguards  j  and  in  the  third  coach,  followed 
the  refi:  of  the  company. 

We  rode  in  this  order,  over  the  Pafcebaan , 
as  far  as  the  drawbridge  of  fort  Diamond , 
where  we  left  our  equipages  ;  and  coming 
over  the  bridge,  found  part  of  the  fultan’s 
bodyguards,  likewife  ranged  in  two  files,  as 
far  as  the  gate  of  the  fort.  They  were 
armed  with  half-pikes,  and  werp  naked 
down  to  their  middle,  which  was  girded  by 
a  piece  of  dark  blue  or  blackilh  cotton 
cloth,  which  came  round  between  their  legs, 
and  hung  about  half  way  down  their  thighs. 

While  we  were  parting  between  their 
ranks,  the  gomgoms,  and  other  Indian  muficai 
inftruments. 
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inflruments,  were  played.  Coming  to“the 
gate  of  the  fort,  we  were  met  by  the  king, 
who  took  the  commandant  Reinouts,  and 
Mr.  Van  Tets,  by  the  hand,  and  led  them 
in,  while  we  {lowly  followed  in  proceffion. 
Within  the  gate,  flood  the  guard  under 
arms,  and  the  drums  were  beat  incefTantly. 
There  were  befides  two  trumpeters  Rationed 
at  the  entrance  of  the  palace,  and  dr  died 
in  the  king’s  livery,  who  founded  a  lufly 
peal  of  wind-mufic. 

The  entrance  to  the  palace,  is  through  an 
arched  gateway ;  the  plaiflering  of  which 
was,  in  all  likelihood,  once  of  a  white  hue, 
but  now  appeared  very  black  and  dirty.  It 
had,  upon  the  whole,  more  the  appearance 
of  a  prifon  than  of  a  regal  palace,  and  gave 
me  but  a  very  indifferent  idea  of  the  infide. 
Paffing  hence,  we  came  into  a  large  hall, 
which  feemed,  to  the  eye,  to  be  about  fifty- 
fiye  or  fixty  feet  in  length,  and  of  about 
half  that  breadth,  with  a  tolerably  lofty  del¬ 
ing,  built  archwife,  and  feemingly  wain- 
fcoted.  The  walls  were  wljitewafhed,  but 
looked  very  dirty,  fo  that  it  was  eafily  to  be 
feen  that  little  attention  was  paid  to  them. 
The  floor  was  paved,  diamond  wife,  with 
fquare 
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fquare  red  tiles.  The  light  and  air  were  let 
in,  on  the  north  fide,  through  three  windows, 
and  two  large  doors,  opening  towards  the 
inner  buildings  of  the  court,  which  wore 
likewiie  not  the  mod:  inviting  appearance. 

The  door  by  which  we  entered,  was  at  • 
the  lower  end  of  the  hall ;  at  the  other  end, 
was  another,  leading  to  the  remaining  apart¬ 
ments.  Near  it;  flood  a  couch,  covered  with 
yellow  fatin  ;  and  alfo  a  kind  of  bedftead, 
with  doors ;  the  whole  lacquered  in  the 
Chinefe  falhion.  A  little  lower,  was  an  ob¬ 
long  fquare  table,  with  a  yellow  cover, 
adorned  with  red  flowers ;  and  on  it  flood 
three  large  chafed  filver  difhes,  with  Jiri 
leaves,  areca  nut,  and  the  further  requifites 
for  the  preparation  of  pinang Againfl: 
the  wall,  were  two  fide-tables,  with  beau¬ 
tiful  marble  flabs ;  and  between  them,  chairs 

*  Pinang  is  the  name  of  tilt-  kernel  of  the  areca-nut  (areca 
tatbecu) ;  but  it  feems  likewife  to  mean,  the  mixture  of  the 
ingredients  they  ufe  for  maftication.  The  Jiri  leaves  are  betel 
leaves  (piper  betel).  Into  one  of  thefe  leaves,  a  piece  of  the 
areca-nut,  which  is  generally  divided  into  fix  parts,  one  of 
which  ferves  at  a  time,  being  .put,  with  a  little  lime,  the  leaf 
is  folded  together,  and  kept  in  the  mouth  till  all  the  ftrength 
is  drawn  out  of  it.  The  univerfality  of  the  praflice  of  chew¬ 
ing  betel  and  areca,  throughout  the  eaft,  is  well  known.  T. 

of 
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of  walnut-tree  wood,  made  in  the  European 
faftiion. 

At  the  lower  end  of  the  room,  was  a  large 
mat  of  fplit  rattans,  fpread  upon  the  floor, 
on  which  the  king’s  cburtiers,  with  the 
prince,  or  prime  minifter,  who  had  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  the  empire,  at  their  head, 
fat  down  upon  their  heels,  as  foon  as  we  ■ 
had  taken  our  places  at  the  table.  The 
king,  having  led  the  two  abovementioned 
gentlemen  into  the  room,  placed  himfelf 
upon  a  raifed  chair,  at  the  upper  end  of  the 
table.  Next  to  him,  on  the  left  hand,  hav¬ 
ing  his  face  turned  towards  the  windows, 
lat  the  commandant  Reinouts,  then  Mr. 
Van  Tets,  and  the  other  gentlemen  of  the 
company.  On  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  table, 
on  the  right  hand  of  the  king,  fat  his  firfl: 
queen,  the  mother  of  the  prince,  heir  ap¬ 
parent  of  the  crown  ;  next  to  her  was  Mrs. 
Van  Tets,  then  the  fecond  queen,  then 
followed  the  lady  fecond  in  rank  of  our 
company,  then  the  third  queen,  then  again 
one  of  our  ladies,  and  the  fourth  queen, 
and  next  to  her,  the  laft  on  that  fide,  fat  a 
little  boy,  the  fon  of  Mr.  Van  Tets. 

The  two  firfl:  of  thefe  queens  feemed  to 

be 
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be  already  pretty  far  advanced  in  years,  but 
the  two  others  were  younger,  and,  though 
fomewhat  brown,  looked  very  well ;  yet  I 
remarked  fome  of  the  female  flaves,  who 
ferved  us,  who  were  incomparably  hand- 
fomer  and  fairer  than  any  of  the  four  legal 
wives  of  the  king.  Their  drefs  too,  had  not 
'any  thing  peculiarly  graceful  in  it,  confiding 
in  long  chintz  kabays ,  or  robes,  of  a  fuffici- 
ent  fine  quality  it  is  true,  but  hanging  loofe 
down  to  the  feet,  in  the  Indian  faihion,  as  I 
lhall  hereafter  more  particularly  defcribe. 

Their  hair,  which  was  of  a  jetty  black, 
was  combed  finooth  up  over  the  head,  and 
fadened  behind  with  a  wreath,  which  is 
here  comnjonly  called  a  conde ,  richly  adorned 
likewife  with  gold  and  jewels.  They  fat  on 
chairs,  in  the  fame  manner  as  we  do,  al¬ 
though  this  is  quite  contrary  to  the  general 
cuftom  of  the  orientals,  who  every  where 
are  ufed  to  fit  with  their  legs  eroded  under 
them.  Thefe  ladies  were  very  talkative, 
and  converfed  much  with  ours  in  the  Malay 
language,  while  the  chewing  of  betel  or  pi- 
nang  was  not  forgotten,  either  by  the  Indian 
fultanas,  or  the  Dutch  ladies. 

The  king,  who  was  addrelfed  by  the  title 
•  of 
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of  T ouang  Sultan ,  or  My  Lord  the  King, 
appeared  to  me  to  be  a  man  of  between 
.forty-five  and  fifty  years  of  age.  His  colour 
was  a  chettnut-brown,  with  a  friendly  coun¬ 
tenance,  which  was  not  belied  by  his  man¬ 
ners  or  behaviour.  He  had  a  little  beard, 
and  black  hair,  curling  a  little :  he  feemed 
more  inclined  to  fparenefs  than  to  corpu¬ 
lency.  His  drefs  confifted  in  a  long  Moorifh 
coat,  made  of  a  certain  ftuff,  interwoven 
with  gold,  which  is  manufactured  at  Surat , 
and  is  called  foesjes .  This  hung  down  al- 
moft  to  his  feet.  The  fleeves,  which  were 
loofe  and  wide  above  the  elbo.w,  fet  clofe  to 
the  lower  part  of  the  arm,  where  they  were 
fattened  by  a  row  of  fmall  gold  buttons. 
Under  this  coat,  he  wore  a  white  fhirt,  and 
a  pair  of  drawers,  that  reached  down  to  his 
heels,  of  the  fame  ftuff  as  the  coat.  On 
his  feet  he  had  Turkifh  Ihoes  drawn  on  flip- 
fliod,  the  forepart  of*  which  was  turned  up¬ 
wards;  and  white  ftockings  on  his  legs. 
His  head  was  covered  by  a  round,  and 
fomewhat  fharp  -  pointed,  cap,  of  a  violet 
colour,  laced  with  filver.  Behind  his  chair 
flood  one  of  his  female  lifeguards,  who  was 
relieved  from  time  to  time,  armed  with  a 
voL.  i.  G  large 
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large  gold  kris,  in  a  fheath  of  maffy  gold, 
which  fhe  continually  kept  raifed  on  high ; 
and  which  the  king,  when  he  flood  up  to 
condudl  us  out,  took  from  her,  and  put  un¬ 
der  his  arm.  Two  female  {laves,  one  on 
each  fide,  were  feated  next  to  him  on  the 
ground.  One  of  thefe,  held  his  tobacco-box 
and  his  betel-box,  both  of  which  were  made 
of  gold,  and  of  a  pretty  large  fize.  When 
he  wanted  either  the  one  or  the  other,  it 
was  handed  to  him,  wrapped  up  in  a  filk 
handkerchief.  The  other  female  attendant, 
had  a  golden  fpitting-pot  in  her  hand,  which 
fhe  handed  from  time  to  time  to  his  majefly, 
as  he  flood  in  need  of  this  utenfil. 

As  foon  as  we  were  feated,  pipes  and 
tobacco  were  prefented  to  us ;  after  which 
the  commandant  Reinouts  and  Mr.  Van 
Tets  entered  into  converfation  with  the 
king,  on  indifferent  fubjedls,  in  the  Malay 
^-language.  Hereupon  the  king  called  the 
■fangorang,  or  prince,  prime  minifler,  who, 
as  I  have  before  mentioned,  was  fitting  at 
the  lower  end  of  the  hall,  at  the  head  of  the 
nobles,  to  come  tor  him.  He  accordingly 
crept  along  the  floor,  till  he  came  near  the 
king's  chair,  where  he  remained  fitting  on 

the 
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the  ground,  anfwering  the  queftions  which 
the  king  put  to  him.  He  often  replied 
with  the  word  inghi,  which  is  the  Javanefe 
affirmative,  yes\  but  as  I  underftood  little 
of  the  language  which  was  fpoken,  I  was 
neither  edified  nor  entertained  by  the  dia¬ 
logue. 

About  half  paft  eleven  o’clock,  the  cloth, 
which  confifted  in-  a  white  piece  of  cotton, 
was  laid  upon  the  table  ;  and  in  a  moment 
it  was  provided  with  a  number  of  fmall 
diffies,  filled  with  all  kinds  of  Indian  food, 
drefied  in  various  manners.  The  chief  in¬ 
gredients  of  moll  of  them  were,  however, 
fifli  and  poultry,  varied  by  numerous  fauces, 
according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  country,  of 
liigar,  vinegar,  or  tamarinds.  A  fquare 
fcarlet  woollen  cloth,  was  laid  upon  the  ta¬ 
ble  before  the  king,  and  upon  this,  the  difhes 
were  placed  which  were  defigned  folely  for 
his  ufe,  and  of  which  he  ate  heartily.  With 
regard  to  myfelf,  it  was  only  with  the  great- 
eft;  difficulty,  I  could  fwallow  a  part  of  what 
was  fet  before  me,  which  was  filh  preferved 
in'  fugar,  and  which  indeed  I  (hould  not 
have  touched  at  all,  if  politenefs  had  not 
required  that  I  fhould  tafte  of  fomething. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Reinouts  had  taken  care  to  provide 
himfelf  with  a  few  bottles  of  wine  and  beer, 
which  it  would  elfe,  have  been  in  vain,  to 
have  looked  for,  at  the  king’s  table,  and  we 
could  therefore,  now  and  then,  indulge  in  a 
glafs  of  thole  liquors,  during  the  dinner. 

The  king  frequently  broke  wind  upwards, 
during  his  meal,  and  his  example  was  affi- 
duoufly.  followed  by  all  the  gentlemen  in 
company,  which  afforded  matter  of  no  little 
furprize  to  me.  But  I  afterwards  was  in¬ 
formed,  that  this  cuftom,  fo  contrary  to  Eu¬ 
ropean  notions  of  decency,  was  an  etiquette 
of  the  court  of  Bantam ,  and  was  affe&ed,  in 
order  to  Ihew  that  one’s  appetite  was  good, 
and  the  victuals  tafteful,  which  was  very 
plealing  to  the  king. 

After  this  courfe  was  taken  away,  three 
large  dilhes  of  confectionary  and  paltry 
were  put  upon  the  table  ;  and  thefe  were 
more  to  my  liking  than  what  had  pre¬ 
ceded;  but  neither  the  king,  nor  his-queens, 
feemed  to  care  much  about  them. 

In  the  mean  time,  fome  large  china  bowls 
with  boiled  rice,  and  fome  dilhes  of  filh, 
which  came  from  our  table,  were  fet  be¬ 
fore  the  nobles,  who  were  at  the  end  of 
S  the 
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the  hall,  and  who  fpeedily  emptied  them, 
with  continual  eru&ations,  which  echoed 
through  the  hall ;  after  which,  they  again 
fat  down  as  before,  upon  their  heels,  each 
according  to  his  rank.  On  their  right  hand, 
but  feparate  from  them,  fat  the  fecond  fon 
of  the  king,  who  feemed  to  be  a  youth  of 
about  feventeen  or  eighteen  years  of  age,  of 
a  good  countenance,  but  fquinting  a  little. 
I  was  told,  that  he  poffeffed  a  good  judg¬ 
ment,  and  more  underftanding  and  abilities 
than  the  heir  apparent.  This  prince  had 
his  victuals  brought  him,  at  the  fame  time 
with  the  nobles,  but  feparately ;  and  he 
was  attended  by  a  female  (lave,  who  fat  by 
him. 

About  two  o’clock,  we  rofe  from  table, 
and  took  our  leave  of  the  king,  who  conduc¬ 
ed  us  out,  in  the  fame  manner  as  he  had  led 
us  in,  as  far  as  the  gate  of  the  fort,  followed 
by  the  prince,  his  fon,  who  led  the  coun- 
fellor  Meyer  by  the  hand;  the  whole  ac¬ 
companied  by  the  continued  performance 
of  tnufic,  by  the  gomgoms ,  trumpets,  &c. 
Without  the  gate,  the  king  took  his  leave, 
and  returned  to  his  palace,  and  we  went 
over  the  efplanade,  and  the  drawbridge,  to 
g  3  the 
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the  feme  coaches  in  which  we  had  come, 
and  which  carried  us  back  to  Fort  Speel- 
wyk. 

Two  day's  afterwards,  it  was  announced 
to  us,  that  the  king  would  ride  that  day 
in  proceftion,  dreffed  in  his  pontifical  robes, 
from  the  fort  to  the  great  temple,  or  mofque, 
to  perform  the  fervice  of  their  religion.  Cu¬ 
rious  to  behold  this  ceremony,  we  qpde,  at 
noon,  to  Fort  Diamond,  and  took  our  places, 
fo  that  we  could  fee  his  majefty,  ftep  into  his 
coach. 

About  half  paft  twelve,  he  came  out  of  the 
palace,  dreffed  in  a  white  facerdotal  robe, 
which  was  large  and  wide,  and  was  faftened 
round  his  waift  by  a  girdle.  On  his  head 
he  wore  a  large  white  turban,  and  on  his 
feet  large  flippers,  embroidered  with  gold. 
His  coach  was  drawn  by  only  two  horfes. 
As  foon  as  he  entered  it,  the  hereditary 
prince  and  his  brother,  who  were  both 
dreffed  in  a  fimilar  manner  to  the  kingj 
put  their  fhoulders  under  the  axletree  of 
the  hind  wheels,  as  if  they  were  going  to 
lift  up  the  carriage,  and  remained  in  that 
pofture,  till  his  majefty  rode  on.  A  horfe 
of  ftatc,  richly  caparifoned,  was  led  by  the 
hand 
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liand  before  the  coach.  Clofe  behind  it, 
followed  the  heir  apparent,  on  foot,  under 
a  fambreel ,  or  funlhade,  of  Hate,  and  behind 
him,  were  carried  three  other  funlhades,  un¬ 
der  which  no  one  wrent.  Next  came  the 
prince,  prime  minifter,  but  without  a  Jam - 
breeh  and  after  him,  followed  the  brother  of 
the  heir  apparent,  and  the  other  grandees  of 
the  court,  with  a  numerous  retinue  of  Haves, 
carrying  each  fome  utenfil  of  wrought  gold, 
for  the  fervice  of  the  king,  as  his  tobaccobox, 
his  betelbox,  his  fpittingpot,  knifes,  &c. 
and  during  the  whole  time,  their  ufual  mufic 
was  not  omitted ;  and  the  drum  was  beat  in- 
celfantly. 

When  the  king’s  carriage  came  upon  the 
drawbridge,  a  gun  "was  fired  from  the  fort, 
to  give  notice  to  the  people,  who  were  af- 
fembled  in  great  numbers  on  the  Pafcebaan, 
of  the  king’s  approach,  who  taking  a  turn 
over  that  field,  rode  on  to  the  temple.  His 
guards  were  llationed  in  two  rows,  reaching 
acrofs  the  plain  to  the  temple,  with  their 
faces  turned  from  the  procellion.  In  a  little 
lefs  than  an  hour,  the  king  returned  in  the 
fame  order,  and  with  the  fame  ceremonies, 
only  when  he  came  near  to  the  fort,  his 
g  4  guards. 
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guards,  part  of  whom  were  armed  with 
firelocks,  fired  four  volleys,  which  were  an- 
fwered  by  a  gun  from  the  fort.  The  king 
was  received  within  the  fort,  by  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  garrifon,  with  drums  beating,  and 
colours  flying  ;  and  thus  ended  the  proceflion. 

I  omitted  before  to  mention,  the  reafon 
why  the  heir  apparent  was  not  prefent, 
when  we  paid  our  vifit  to  the  king.  That 
pnnee  was  then  gone  cut  upon -a  party  of 
pleafure,  to  the  neighbouring  iilands,  to  take 
the  diverfion  of  fiihing.  We  faw  him  en¬ 
ter  the  river  the  next  day,  with  a  retinue  of 
twenty-eight  fmall  veflelsi  all  decorated  with 
flags  and  dreamers.  That  wherein  his  wo¬ 
men  were,  was  covered  all  round,  fo  that 
nothing  could  be  feen  within  it.  All  thefe 
veflels  were  crouded  with  people.  The 
prince  frequently  made  fuch  excurfions,  as 
I  was  informed,  but  never  without  obtain¬ 
ing  the  previous  permiflion  of  the  king,  his 
father.  .  - 

In  the  mean  time,  the  lupply  and  Ihipment 
of  pepper,  went  on  lb  rapidly,  that  on  the 
28  th  of  May,  my  Ihip  received  the  lad  of 
her  cargo  on  board.  This  confided  of  3,01a 
bharsy  or  1,128,840  pounds  of  black,  and 
8  bharsy 
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8  bhars,  or  3,000  pounds  of  white,  pepper. 
Every  thing  being  ready,  we  weighed  an¬ 
chor  on  the  30th  of  May,  about  four  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  and  fet  fail,  faluting  Fort 
Speelwyk  with  thirteen  guns,  whence  the 
fame  number  was  returned,  as  the  enfign 
was  again  hoifted  from  our  top.  The  com¬ 
mandant  Reinouts  remained  on  board  till 
the  next  morning,  when  he  took  leave  of  the 
company. 

Having  wind  and  tide  againft  us,  we 
anchored  at  noon  under  Pulo  Baby.  We 
were  joined  here,  by  the  Company’s  fliips, 
Ouderqmftel,  Ganxenhoef,  Cornelia  Jacoba, 
and  Rittbem ;  the  two  fir  ft  coming  from  the 
chamber  *  Amfterdam,  the  third  from 
Horn, 

*  The  adminiftration  of  the  Dutch  Eaft-India  Company, 
is,  in  Holland,  divided  between  fix  boards,  or  chambers ,  hav¬ 
ing  feffion  at  different  places,  viz.  one  at  Amfterdam ,  which 
being  the  moft  confiderable,  is  called  the  prefidial  chamber  • 
this  is  compofed  of  twenty-four  directors,  of  whom  eighteen 
are  chofen  by  the  magiftrates  of  A  fterdam ,  four  by  the  cities 
of  Dort,  Harlem ,  Leyden,  and  Gouda,  and  the  two  others  by 
the  provinces  of  Gelderland  and  Friejlani ;  befides  thefe,  there 
are  four  of  the  chief  proprietors, 'who,  in  certain  cafes,  have 
feifion  with  the  directors:  the  chamber  of  Middleburgh  is 
the  fecond  in  rank;  it  has  thirteen  dire&prs,  fwelve  chofen 
hy  thTcities  of  Zealand,  and  the  thirteenth  by  the  province 

of 
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Horn,  and  the  laft  from  Delft.  They  had 
left  Holland  the  2d  of  O&ober,  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding 

of  Gelderland,  and  two  of  the  chief  proprietors  have  feffion 
with  them ;  next,  the  chamber  of  Delft,  has  feven  directors, 
fix  nominated  by  the  regency  of  the  town,  and  the  feventh 
by  the  province  of  O-vcr-Yfel:  the  chamber  of  Rotterdam, 
which  is  the  fourth  in  rank,  has  eight  dire&ors.  feven  eledfed 
by  that  city,  and  'be  eighth  by  Dort  :  that  of  Horn,  is  com- 
pofed  of  feven  dheciors,  fry.  belonging  to  Horn,  and  the 
feventh  deputed  from  the  city  of  Alkmaar,  and  one  of  the 
chief  proprietors  here,  has  equally  a  feat  in  the  direction  :  the 
chamber  of  Enkbuixen,  which  is  the  laft  in  order,  has  like- 
,  wife  feven  directors,  fix  nominated  by  the  regency  of  the 
city,  and  the  feventh  by  the  body  of  nobility  of  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Holland ;  while  alfo  one  of  the  chief  proprietors  has 
feffion  with  the  direftors.  The  places  where  thefe  chambers 
atfemble  being  all  feaports,  a  certain  number  of  fhips  is  dis¬ 
patched  from  each,  the  equipment  of  which,  with  the  nomi¬ 
nation  of  the  captains  and  officers,  are  effedled  by  thefe  local 
affemblies,  who  likewife  have  the  direction  concerning  the 
outward  cargoes,  determine  of  what  they  fhall  confift,  and 
provide  and  fliip  them  in  courfe.  But  the  fupreme  and 
general  direction  of  all  the  affairs  of  the  Company,  is  veiled 
in  what  is  called  the  Affembly  of  Seventeen,  which  confilts 
of  feventeen  diredlors,  deputed,  eight  from  the  chamber  of 
A  nfer dam,  four  from  that  of  Middhlurgb,  one  frorj^each  of 
the  others,  and  one  alternately  by  eacl\  of  thefe  four  laft. 
This  affembly  meets  three  times  a  year,  and  is  held  for  fix 
following  years  at  Amferdam,  and  the  two  enfuing  years  at 
Middhburgb.  In  their  firft  fitting,  they  deliberate  refpedl- 
ing  the  fale  of  fpices,  and  the  dividends  to  be  made  to  the 
proprietors;  in  the  fecond,  refpeeting  the  orders  to  be  fent 
out  to  India,  and  the  a.nfwers  to  be  given  to  the  difpatches 
received 
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ceding  year.  We  received  their  falute  of 
thirteen  guns,  and  returned  it  with  eleven. 

We  failed  again  the  next  day,  but  made 
very  little  prcgrefs. 

Oh  the  i  ft  of  June,  we  tacked,  and  failed 
again  towards  the  eaft,  anchoring  in  the 
evening,  clofe  to  Menfcbeneeters,  or  Cannibal 
Ifland.- 

On  the  2d,  we  proceeded  on  our  voyage 
an  the  morning,  and  caft  anchor  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  by  the  point  of  Ontong  Java. 

received  thence ;  and  in  the  third,  they  fix  the  autumn  fales, 
and  determine  the  number  of  fliips  that  {hall  be  fent  out,  the 
expedition  of  which  muft  then  be  effedled  by  the  refpe&ive 
chambers.  This  affembly  of  feventeen,  appoints  likewife  the 
principal  officers,  who  are  at  the  head  of  the  Company’s  affairs 
In  India.  There  is  likewife  a  council  of  ten  directors,  which 
meets  from  time  to  time  at  the  Hague ;  but  as  it  ferves  merely 
as  a  council,  and  has  no  hand  in  the  dire&ion  itfelf,  otherwife., 
than  in- giving  advice,  and  in  being  the  medium  through 
which  the  Company  communicates  with  the  States  General, 
U  is  not  neceffary  to  enlarge  concerning  it. 

This  was  the  form  of  adminiftration  of  the  Dutch  Eaft- 
Jndia  Company,  before  the  late  revolution  in  Holland ;  what 
alterations  may  be  made  in  it,  or  whether  the  Company  will 
continue  in  exiftence,  is,  in  the  prefent  unfettled  {late  of  af¬ 
fairs  in  that  country,  impoflible  to  fay  :  we  only  know  that 
the  Company’s  charter  expired  fomArears  ago;  but  being 
provifionally  continued,  upon  the  old  footing,  by  the  late  go¬ 
vernment,  the  new  one  came  laft  year  to  a  refolution,  that  it 
fhould  be  continued,  in  the  fame  wav,  for  one  year  longer.  T. 

The 
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The  3d,  we  were  obliged  to  remain  at  an¬ 
chor  there,  both  wind  and  tide  being  againft 
us. 

On  the  4th,  we  anchored  at  noon,  by  the 
ifland  Schiedam ,  where  Mr.  Van  Tets  and 
his  company  left  the  {hip,  and  went  up  to 
Batavia ,  in  boats  which  had  been  fent  thence 
to  fetch  him.  We  fired  a  parting  falute  of 
thirteen  guns,  and  {truck  the  enfign  from 
the  maintop.  At  five  o’clock,  p.m.  we  came 
to  an  anchor  under  the  illand  Onrujl ,  where 
the  lhip  was  to  be  unloaded :  the  fame  evening, 
I  went  up  to  Batavia ,  to  inform  the  governor 
general  of  my  return  from  Bantam ,  and 
learnt  from  his  excellency,  that  my  {hip  was 
appointed  to  be  fent  to  Bengal, ,  thence  to  re¬ 
turn  again  to  Batavia. 


CHAP- 


C  93  ] 


CHAPTER  IV. 

Appointment  of  a  new  Dir  eft  or  in  Bengal. — De¬ 
parture  from  Batavia  for  Bengal. — A  Comet 
obferved . — View  of  Orixa. — Pagodas. — Point 
Palmiras.- — Banks  before  the  Entrance  of  the 
Ganges. — View  of  the  Ijland  Sagor. — In¬ 
ge  l  L  e  e. — Fine  T rafts  of  Country. — Village  called 
Dover. — Vhe  Old  Ganges. — Anchorage  before 
Fultah. 

On  the  1 8th  of  July,  Mr.  B.  V.  T - 

was  appointed  by  the  council  of  India,  to  be 
director  of  the  Company’s  trade  in  the  king¬ 
doms  of  Bengal^  Bahar ,  and  Orixa ,  in  the 

room  of  Mr.  G.  L.  V - ,  who  had  given 

in  his  refignation  of  that  office,  in  order  to 
return  to  Europe  ;  which,  however,  he  was 
directed  to  do,  by  way  of  Batavia ,  that  he 
might  render  account  to  the  council,  of  his 
adminiftration.  There  were  three  other 
fhips  going  to  Bengal ,  but  Mr.  F - pre¬ 

ferred  to  take  his  paflage,  on  board  of  the 
Snoek,  the  one  I  commanded.  Our  de¬ 
parture  was  fixed  for  the  12th  of  Auguft, 
which  was  full  a  month  and  a  half  earlier 
than 
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than  I  had  expe&ed  ;  my  firft  defoliation 
having  been,  to  have  taken  Malacca  in  my 
way,  whither  the  fhips  do  not  fail,  till  the  lat¬ 
ter  end  of  September. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  cargo  had  been 
landed,  and  the  fltiip  had  been  repaired,  at 
the  ifland  0«r«/?,whence  fhe  returned  to  the 
road  of  Batavia ,  in  the  beginning  of  Auguft, 
to  take  in  her  loading,  for  the  factory  in 
Bengal . 

On  the  1 2th  of  Auguft,  accordingly,  Mr. 

F -  left  the  caftle  at  Batavia,  at  fix 

o’clock  in  the  morning,  accompanied  by 
lome  of  the  members  of  the  government 
as  far  as  the  waterfide,  where,  with  two 
gentlemen,  deputed  for  that  purpofe,  by  the 
governor  geperal,  he  embarked  in  a  boat, 
which  waited  for  him,  and  came  on  board 
about  feven  o’clock ;  the  yards  were  manned 
in  his  honour,  but  no  falute  was  fired.  With 
him  came  his  lady,  and  their  little  boy,  with 
a  number  of  flaves,  both  male  and  female. 
The  crew  of  my  fhip  confifted  in  feventy- 
four  European  failors,  and  thirty-one  Moors 
or  lafcars. 

We  weighed  anchor,  about  eight  o’clock, 
and  fct  fail,  fteering  towards  the  ifland  On- 

rujl. 
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rujl.  We  faluted  the  road  with  thirteen 
guns,  which  was  returned  by  the  admiral 
or  flag-ihip  with  three.  At  nine  o’clock, 
having  paffed  the  fand  of  Rhynland ,  com¬ 
monly’  called  the  Commandant's  Robe ,  we 
hoifted  the  flag,  at.  the  maintop,  which  was 
the  mark  of  diftin&ion  granted  to  the  direc¬ 
tor  F - by  the  governor  general,  though 

only  by  fpecial  favour  ;  for  in  the  quality  of 
dire&or,  he  might  only  bear  a  pendant  at 
the  mafthead.  The  governor  general  too, 
had  dire&ed  me  not  to  hoift  the  flag,  before 
we  had  reached  the  above  place. 

It  falling  calm  about  ten  o’clock,  we  were 
obliged  to  come  to  an  anchor,  and  to  lie 
ftill,  till  five  p.m.  when  we  again  made 
fail,  and  at  eight,  anchored  by  the  ifland  0«- 
rujt. 

The  weather  continuing  unfavourable,  we 
remained  at  anchor  the  next  day,  and  took 
in  fome  leagers  of  frefti  water  that  had  been 
lent  after  us  from  Batavia.  A  thunderftorm 
had  done  much  damage  to  the  powder  ma¬ 
gazine  here,  three  days  before;  the  roof 
had  been  wholly  carried  away,  and  the 
building  had  been  ftruck  by  the  light¬ 
ning; 
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ning;  providentially  there  was  no  powder 
in  it*  at  the  time. 

;0n  the  14th  of  Auguft,  at  funrife,  we 
wsighe'd  anchor,  and  fet  fail,  with  an  eaft- 
erly  wind,  dire&ing  our  courfe  between  the 
point  of  Ontong  Java,  and  the  ifland  Mid- 
dleburghy  and  afterwards  between  Men- 
fcheneeters ,  or  Cannibal  Ifland,  and  the  Great 
Combuis ,  or  Furnace ,  towards  the  point  of 
Bantam .  In  the  evening,  about  eight  o’clock, 
we  anchored  abreaft  of  the  bay  of  Bantam , 
not  daring  to  proceed  farther,  in  this  fhoaly 
water,  during  the  dark. 

At  four  in  the  morning,  the  next  day,  we 
again  got  under  fail,  and  came  up  to  the 
ifland  Dwars  in  den  Weg ,  or  Middle  IJle, 
about  noon,  where  the  guard  from  the  bay 
of  Anjer  came  on  board  ;  of  whom  west 
bought  fome  turtles  as  a  refrefhment.  The 
wind  remaining  favourable  during  the  after¬ 
noon  and  night,  we  fleered  for  the  Ifland 
Kraketau ,  and  then  between  Prince's  ifland, 
and  the  Flat  point  of  Sumatra ,  out  to  fea. 

At  funrife,  the  next  day,  we  could  juft  fee 
Prince's  Ifland ;  whence  taking  our  laft  ob- 
fervation,  we  fet  our  courfe,  w.s.w.  as  far 


as 
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as  the  eighth  degree  of  fouth*  latitude,  and 
thence  fleered  due  weft,  making  much  pro- 
grftCs,  with  an  uniformly  fteacFy  s.e.  wind, 
Wowing  in  frefti  gales,  till  on  the  2dth‘bf  . 
Auguft,  when  our  computed  longitude  ’iVas-'*' 
tP2|  degrees  eaft  from  Tetieriffe ,  or  full  250  . 
leagues  weft  from  the  ftraits  of  Sundat  and. 
thence  wet  failed  n.w.  and  afterwards  north  ■ 
as  far  as  the  line,  which  we  paired  on  the  2d 
of  September. 

On  the  30th  of  Auguft,  about  half  paft 
four  in  the  morning,  we  law,  in  the  eaft- 
ern  portion  of  the  heavens,  a  comet,  with  a 
•  tail  extended  towards,  the  w.s.w.  of'about 
pight  or  ten  degrees  in  length,  and  refem- 
blipg  a  feather  in  form.  The  comet  ap¬ 
pealed  like- a  ftar  of  the  fecond  magnitude, 
but  a  little  hazy.  Its  lituatiop  was  between 
orion  and  tavrus.  Its  diftance,  according  to 
a  rodgh  obfervation  of  Venus,  was  50 0  39', 
and  full  950  from  the  fun;  its  exad  alti¬ 
tude  above  the  horizon,  was  at  that  time 
.69°,  and  its  longitude  6z°  21'.  We  were, 
by  the  Ihip’s  reckoning,  in  30  52'  fouth  lati¬ 
tude,  and  about  ioo°  eaft  longitude. 

• .  On  the  14th  of  September,  at  four  o’clock 
•  in  the#morning,  I  found  that  fince  t^e  30th 
VOL.  I.  H  of 
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fef  Auguft,  arid  thus  in  the  fpace  of  fifteen 
days,  the  comet  had  approached  the  fun 
about  540,  making  full  3I  degrees  per  d!iy. 
After  that  time,  I  did  not  fee  it  again,  in 
the  morning;  for  the  Iky  was  remarkably 
hazy,  and  befet  with  clouds  at  the  time  of 
its  rife  ;  and  when  afterwards  the  fky  be¬ 
came  clear,  it  was  loft  in  the  rays  of  the 
morning.  In  the  beginning  of  November, 
we  faw  it  again  in  the  weft,  but  much 
paler  than  before ;  the  tail  too  did  not  ex¬ 
tend  fo  far  to  the  eaft,  as  it  had  done  to  the 
weft,  and  Ihortly  afterwards  it  difappeared 
entirely. 

It  was  00  the  fame  30th  of  Auguft,  that 
the  eaft  wind  failed  us,  and  blew  in  a  weft- 
erly  direction,  between  w.n.w.  *and  w.s.w. 
with  heavy  fqualls,  at  intervals,  and  thunder* 
and  lightning,  till  we  had  got  two  or  three 
degrees  to  the  north  of  the  line,  where  we 
•experienced  more  fteady  weather. 

We  met  with  many  ripplings  of  currents 
hereabouts,  and  faw  many  of  the  birds, 
called  cutwaters  *,  and  likewife  pintados. 

In  1 1®  north  latitude,  we  obferved,  at  fun- 
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ri!e,  a  great  change  in  the  colon  r  of  the 
water,  and  immediately  founded,  but  found 
no  ground  with  a  line  of  a  hundred  fathoms. 
In  the  evening,  the  fea  refumed  its  natural 
colour. 

The  5  th  of  September,  we  were  in  the  la¬ 
titude  of  tha  ifland  of  Ceylon ,  which  we  left 
juft  out  of  fight,  to  the  weftward.  At  fun- 
fet,  #iye  even  thought  that  we  caught  a 
glimpfe  of  the  land,  but  we  were  not  at  all 
certain  about  it.  * 

On  the  1 2th,  we  again  obferved  the  lea 
to  be  difcoloured,  but  fti.ll  found  no  ground  at 
a  hundred  and  feventy-fi\%  fathoms.  Many 
birds  now  flew  near  the  fhip,  among  which 
were  feme  pyljlaarts^  or  tropic- birds  *,  with 
black  wings,  and  a  few  land-birds  ;  and  in 
the  night  we  heard  a  great  noife  of  birds. 
Bemelipatnam ,  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel \ 
was  then, according  to  our  eftimation,  n.n.w. 
from  us,  at.  the  diftance  of  twenty-five 
leagues. 

The  next  day,  we  fteered  due  north,  in 
order  to  fall  in  with  the  land,  but  met  with 
nothing,  except  fea  and  rockweed,  floating 
upon  the  water. 

*  Phaeton  etherem « 

h  2  On 


Oil  the  ,14th,  we  fleered  for  the  land 
N.w.  under  a  prefs  of  fail,  and  about  feven 
o’clock,  p.m.  we  difcovered  the  coaft  of 
1 Qrixa ,  being  the  land  of  Pondy.  It  appears 
at  firft  with  three  hummocks,  feparated  from 
each  other.  We  had  then  no  bottom,  with 
a  line  of  a  hundred  fathoms,  and  found  no 
change  of  colour  in  the  water ;  but  in.the 
afternoon,  we  founded  in  feven  ty  fathoms, 
bluiih  clay.  In  the  evening,  we  were  abreaft 
of  the  hill  of  Carepare ,  four  or  five  leagues 
From  the  land,  and  found  that  fince  our 
laft  bbfervationi  at  Prince’ s  Ifland,  We  had 
deviated^  ohe  and  twenty  leagues  more  to 
the  eafl,  than  we  computed  by  the  fhip’s 
reckoning.  The  fliore*  is  not  high,  but  has 
fartdhills  at  intervals,  between  which  the 
land  appears  covered  with  trees.  In  paffing 
along  the  coaft,  two  large  pagodas  ^  or  heathen 
temples,  make  their  appearance.  One  of 
thefe  'is  call  the  pagoda  of  Jagernate,  and< 
equals  any  temple  of  the  Gentoos  in  all  In- 
doftan. 

Thefe  pagodas  are  faid  to  contain  im- 
menfe  riches,  from  the  innumerable  con¬ 
fluence  of  pendents  and  pilgrims,  who  repair 
thither  from  all  parts,  and  depofit  rich  pre¬ 
sents 
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lents  in  them,  each  according  to  his  abili¬ 
ties,  in  order  to  obtain  remiflion  of  their  fins. 
It  is  further  related,  that  the  pagoda  of  Ja- 
gernate ,  was  built  by  a  certain  corfair  of 
that  name,  who,  haying  amafled  immenfe 
riches  by  his  piratical  excurfions,  erefted 
thi^fandhiary,  as  a  compenfation  to  heaven 
for  his  mifdeeds.  The  period,  however, 
when  this  happened,  feetns  to  be  flow  en¬ 
tirely  forgotten.  This  temple  appears  from 
the  fea  like  a  lofty,  but  obtufe,  fteeple,  while 
the  other,  has  fome  refemblance  to  a  two- 
maft  velTel  under  fail. 

.  We  did  not  get  much  farther  the  next 
day,  on  account  of  its  falling  calm  ;  and  at 
iiinfet,  we  found  ourfelves  before  the  mouth 
of  the  river  of  Mirzapour ,  about  two  leagues 
from  the  fhore,  which  had  a  very  pleafiant 
appearance,  being  every  where  covered  with 
trees.  Our  latitude  at  noon  had  been  190 
48'  north. 

The  following  day,  in  the  afternoon, 
finding  that  the-  currents,  fetting  to  the 
fouthward,  drove  us  greatly  back,  we  were 
obliged  to  come  to  an  anchor,  in  feventeeu 
fathoms,  full  two  leagues  off  fhore.  In  the 
night,  we  hailed  an  Englifh  fnow,  who  told 
H  3  us. 
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us,  ‘they  came  from  Calcutta ,  and  were  bound 
to  the  coaft  of  Coromandel, 

We  were  obliged  to  remain  here  at  an¬ 
chor,  till  the  1 8th  of  that  month,  when  the 
force  of  the  current  was  much  abated,  and 
we  again  fet  fail,  but  found  ourfelves  under 
the  neceffity  of  working  farther  down#  the 
westerly  winds  having  changed,  and  begin¬ 
ning  to  blow  from  the  eafl.  We,  however, 
were  able  to  get  to  windward  of  Point 
Palmiras ,  in  the  night  between  the  1 9th 
and  20th,  and  at  daybreak,  coming  in  fight 
of  the  Dutch  pilotboats,  that  were  cruizing 
here  to  meet  the  fhips  that  were  expedited, 
•  we  took  a  pilot  on  board.  In  the  afternoon, 
we  faw  the  high  land  of  Ballafore ,  and  an¬ 
chored  at  funfet,  before  the  outermoft  bank 
of  the  Ganges.  Here  we  could  not  fee  the 
land  on  any  fide. 

There  are  two  banks,  or  fands,  which  lie 
to  the  wefhvard  of  the  weftern  mouth  of  the 
Ganges ,  or  Hougly  River,  and  which  extend 
from  the  land,  about  eight  or  ten  leagues 
out  to  fea.  What  is  called  the  head,  or  the 
fouthernmoft  of  their^  commences  with*  the 
depth  of  ten  fathoms,  but  fhoals  fuddenly  to 
four,  and  three  and  a  half. 


Ships 


[  *°3  ] 

Ships  failing  into  the  river,  are  obliged  to 
run  ftraight.acrols  thefe  banks,  the  found¬ 
ings  upon  and  between  which,  ferve  for 
marks  to  the  pilots,  to  find  the  buoys  which 
lie  in  the  channel,  leading  to  the  entrance 
of  the  river,  by  Ingellee.  If  in  failing  over 
a  fhip  runs  aground,  Ihe  is  in  the  greateft 
danger  of  being  entirely  loft.  The  ground 
is  a  hard  land,  that  ads  with  a  ftrong  fudion. 
Thefe  banks  are,  in  conference,  never  pair¬ 
ed  but  at  the  very  time  of  high  water,  and, 
for  greater  fecurity,  a  pilotboat  always  fails 
about  half,  or  three  quarters  of  a  league 
ahead,  founding,  and  making  fignals  of  the 
depth;  while,  when  the  pilots  are  of  opi¬ 
nion  that  the  water  will  not  rife  high  enough, 
they  rather  keep  the  fhips  at  anchor  before 
the  banks,  till  they  can  carry  them  over  in 
perfed  fafety. 

Qn  the  21ft  of  September,  at  half  paft 
eight,  p.m.  the  pilotboafc  having  made  the 
fignal  that  there  Was  a  fufftcient  depth  of 
water  upon  the  bank,  we  weighed  anchor, 
and  got  under  fail. ^  Our  fhip7  drew;  twenty 
feet,  and  we  palled  the  firft  bank  in  the 
depth  of  twenty-eight,  and  the  fecond  in 
h  4  twenty- 
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twenty-four  feet  water..  At  noon,  being 
between  the  two  banks,  we  were  in  north 
latitude  2 1  °  19',  and  at  four  o’clock  P,M.  we 
came  to  an  anchor  in  the  channel,  by  the 
buoy  of  Boero  Baly, 

The  hext  morning,  about  feven  o’clock, 
we  again  made  fail,  fleering  n.n.e.  At  ten, 
we  faw  the  ifland  Sagor ,  which  We  left  up¬ 
on  our  right.  This  ifland  is  long  and  low, 
and  is  efteemed  facred  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Bengal \  who  hold  it  in  great  veneration.  A 
little  after  noon,  we  pafled  the  road  of  In¬ 
gel  lee,  and  we  here  began  to  fee  land  on  both 
tides  of  the  river,  having  hitherto,  from  the 
ifland  Sagor,  only  had  it  on  the  right  hand. 
The  land  is  here,  at  the  mijuth  of  the  river, 
very  low,  and  on  coming  from  fea,  it  is  not 
viable  farther  off  than  three  leagues.  At 
three  o’clock,  we  pafled  the  Jennegat ,  which 
is  the  moll  dangerous'  part  of  the  naviga¬ 
tion  ;  for  if  a  -fhl^  have  the  misfortune  to 
flrike  upon  one  of  the  ffioals,  that  make  the 
’channel  here  fo  narrow^  it  muft  be  loft;  as 
was  the  cafe  two  or  three  years  ago,  with 
the  Company’s  fhip,  the  Lady  Petronella,  of 
which  only  a  jpartof  the  cargo  was  fayed, 

and 
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and  the  hull  of  the  (hip  was  in  a  (hort  time 
entirely  fwallowed  up,  by  the  fusion  of  the 
quick-fand. 

At  funfet,  we  came  to  ah  anchor  before  the 
channel  of  Cajoree,  where  a  fmall  veflel  came 
alongfide  of  us,  by  which  I  fent  up  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  papers  to  Hougly . 

The  following  day,  beittg  the  23d  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  we  weighed  anchor  about  nine 
o’cloc^c  p.m.  and  failed  with  the  flood  higher 
up  the  river,  in  fix,  five,  and  foui»  fathom 
•water.  The  water  was  very .  thick  and 
muddy,  occafioned  by  the  rapid  cohrfe  of 
the  river,  the  afflux  of  which  was  now  at 
the  higheft.  In  the  channel,  the  bottom 
was  a  foft  mud,  but  the  (hoals,  which  were 
numerous,  were  a  hard  fand.  At  noon,  we 
paffed  the  Haze,  or  Hare  Channel,  which 
has  both  fufficient  depth  and  breadth  to  be 
navigable’ by  feafhips.  In  1768,  the  direc¬ 
tor  V - fent  fome  pilots,  and  other  pro¬ 

per  perfons,  to  furvey  this  paffage,  that,  in 
cafe  of  need,  the  Company’s  (hips -might  be 
carried  to  fea,  through  the  fame,  inftead  of 
through  the  Jennegat ,  and  paft  Ingellee ;  but 
coming  to  the  end  of  ,  the  channel,  that 
entered  the  arm  of  the  Ganges ,  which  nftis 

by 
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by  Dacca ,  they  conceived  that  the  farther 
progrefs  to  fea  •^a&jjyQj^advifable  to  be  at¬ 
tempted  by  the  Company’s  fhips,  by  reafon 
of  the  many'fdndbanks,  of  which  they  had 
no  certain  knowledge ;  and  the  examination 
ended  here.  The  greated  part  of  the  goods 
which  are  conveyed  from  the  ladmentioned 
city  to  Hougljh  pafs  through  this  channel*. 

Having  proceeded  thus  far,  the  water 
deepened  to  ten  and  eleven  fathoms,  but  the 
bottom  was  nothing  but  mud.  * 

Hitherto,  the  land  which  we  had  failed  by, 
was  an  uninhabited  wildernefs,  abounding  in 
tigers,  and  other  wild  beads.  The  banks  of 
the  river  were  modly  covered  with  under¬ 
wood  ;  but  beyond  the  Hare  Channel,  we 
began  to  lee  a  few  houfes  and  hamlets  of  the  * 
Bengalefe  inhabitants,  fcattcred  along  them. 

Inland,  we  beheld  large  level  fields,  fame 
parts  of  which  were  cultivated ;  and  between 
them  were  green  padures,  which  afforded  a 


*  From  its  fituation  in  the  map  which  accompanies  this 
relation,  thfc  qhannel  here  mentioned  would  feem  to  be  that, 
which,  in  the  Englilh  maps,  is  called  the  Baratulla,  or  Channel 
Creek ,  though  the  circumflance  of  its  entering  the  river  which 
runs  by  Dacca,  indicates  that  it  mud  either  be,  or  have  a  com¬ 
munication  with,  what  call  the  Baliagot  Toffage  through  the 
Woods*  T. 

mod 


moft  agreeable  pro^pedt^  w entiled  by.  The 
highef  up  the  river  we  advanced,  the  finer 
the*country  became  :  at  times,  we  faw  herds 
of  a  hundred  head  of  cattle  grazing  in  the 
paftures. 

At  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  we 
pafled  a  village  called  Dover,  ‘where  the 
Englifh  have  built  fome  warehoufes,  and  a 
factory.  There  is  a  good,  and  fafe  anchorage 
before  it,  which  is  much  frequented  by  their 
fhips,  feveral  of  which  we  found  lying  here : 
dole  to  it,  a  channel,  called  the  Shrimp  Chan¬ 
nel,  which  runs  far  round  into  the  country, 
falls  into  the  river.  At  funfet  we  were 
obliged,  by  the  contrary  wind  and  tide,  to 
come  to  an  anchor  at  Buffalo  Point,  juft 
below  a  place  which  the  inhabitants  call 
Adam  s-tomb,  and  which  is  diftinguifhable 
by  a  delightful  grove  of  fine  trees.  • 

The  wind  and  tide  prevented  us  from 
leaving  this  place,  till  the  next  day,  about 
three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  we 
fet  our  fails,  but*  did  not  keep  them  long 
bent,  on  account  of  a  rifing  thunderftorm, 
which  was  accompanied  by  a  violent  fquall, 
and  which  forced  us  to  come  to  an  anchor, 
£wo  hours  afterwards,  a  little  below  the  Old 
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Ganges,  having,  thejfchole  of  the  night^much 
thunder  and  lightning. 

The  following  day,  at  daybreak,  •  we 
heaved  .the  anchor,  but  could  only  loofen  it, 
without  bringing  it  home  to  the  (hip ;  and* 
by  the  narrownefs  of  the  channel,  occalioned 
by  the  nurherous  fandbanks,  as  well  as  by  the 
rapidity  of  the  ftream,  we  were  obliged  to 
drive  up  with  the  flood,  ftern  foremoft, 
dragging  our  anchor  along  the  bottom,  and 
at  feven  o’clock  we  pafTed  the  Old  Ganges, 
as  it  is  called  by  the  pilots. 

This  river  takes  its  rife  fo  far  inland,  that 
no  one  has,  as  yet,  been  up  it,  as  far  as  its 
fource,  as  the  pilots  and  other  intelligent 
people  informed  me  *.  The  place  where’ it 
unites  with  the  true  Ganges ,  is  very  unfafe 
for  veflels  going  up  or  down  the  river,  for 
there  are  dangerous  fandbanks  before  it,  and 
the  tide  runs,  at  floodtime,  with  a  ftrong 
current  into  it,  and  ebbs  equally  violently 

*  The  whole  eourfe  of  the  tiver  Reopnarain ,  which  is 
falfely  called  the  Old  Ganges,  is  accurately  laid  down  in 
Major  Renneil’s  Maps  Of  Bengal 5  by  the  confutation 
of  which,  the  paucity  of  geographical  information, 
refpe&ing  that  conntry,  in  this  work,  may  be  amply 
fupplied.  T.  , 
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out.  Juft  before  I  left  Bengal,*  the  Engliflt 
werj  intending  to  eredt  a  battery  of  heavy 
cannon,  on  the  point  made  by  the  confluence 
of  thefe  rivers,  in  order  to  command  the 
Granges,  and  to  be  able  to  prevent  any  veffels 
from  coming  up  it.  It  is  certain,  that  along 
the  whole  courfe  of  the  river,  a  more  fuitable 
fpot  for  this  purpofe,  could  not  be  hit  upon, 
for  (hips  paffing  it,  have  enough  to  do  to 
work  their  fails,  to  avoid  ftriking  upon  the.  t 
fends,  or  being  drawn  into  the  Old  Ganges , 
and  ate  thus  wholly  unable  to  defend  them- 
felves  from  any  attack. 

When  we  had  paffed  this  place,  we  came 
in  fight  of  our  Company’s  fhips  lying  at  an¬ 
ther  before  Fultah,  who,  as  foon  as  they  few 
the  efefign  flying  from  our  top,  feluted  us  with 
fevienteen  guns,  which  we  returned  with 
fifteen.  About  half  paft  eight  o’clock, 
when  the  flood  was  fpent,  we  came  to  an 
anchor  by  the  Lime  Channel.  Shortly  after¬ 
wards,  the  equipagie  meejler  (comptroller 
of  equipment)  of  Hougly ,  came  on  board,  to 
Welcome  the  dire&or  F  . . ;  this  gentle¬ 

man  informed  us,  that  an  Englifh  Eaft-India 
Company’s  fhip  had,  eight  days  ago,  been 
wrecked  upon  the  feabanks,  at  the  mouth  of 

the 
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*. 

the  river  j  her  cargo,  to  the  value  of  thirteen 
tons  of  gold*,  was  entirely  loft,  and  pnly 
forty  of  the  crew  faved. 

The  enfuing  day,  being,  the  26th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  we,  again  got  under  fail,  at  funrife, 
and  anchored  at  nine  o’clock,  before  Fultah, 
in  fix  fathoms  water  ;  we  found  lying  here, 
the  Company’s  {hips,  the  Cornelia  Hillegonda, 
Captain  I.  S.  Hoeve  ;  the  Land’ s-welf are. 
Captain  S.  Both  ;  and  the  Ritthem ,  Captain 
A.  Van  der  Weyde  ;  the  firft  from 
Europe,  and  the  two  laft  from  Batavia. 
The  two  firft  faluted  us  with  nineteen,  and 
the  laft  with  fifteen  guns,  and  we  returned  a 
falute  of  nineteen.  At  eleven  o’clock,  a 
deputation  from  the  Council  of  Hougly 
came  on  board,  to  congratulate  the  director 

F . .  on  his  arrival,  and  to  conduct  him  to 

Hougly ,  bringing  with  them  the  Company’s 
great  budgerow ,  or  yacht,  in  which  the 
director  was  to  proceed  up  the  river. — I  (hall 
be  more  explicit,  relpe&ing  thefe  velTels,  in 
my  obfervations  on  Btwgvz/. 

This  deputation  confifted  of  three  of  the 
members  of  the  council,  two  of  whom  were 

*  A  ton  of  gold  is  100,600  gilders;  thus,  at  /.li.-r-per 
jxtund  fterling,  thirteen  tons  of  gold  are  nearly  120,000!.  'f. 

ied 
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accompanied  by  their  ladies.  They  dined  on 
board,  and  ftayed  till  four  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon,  when  they  embarked  with  Mr. 

F - ,  his  lady,  and  child,  in  the  great 

budgerow ,  and  departed  with  the  flood  up  to 
Hougly.  At  the  lame  time,*  a^falyte  of  one- 
and-twenty  guns- was  fired  from  my  lhip, 
.  and  the  flag  was  ftruck  from  the  maintop, 
followed  by  nineteen,  feventeen,  and  .fifteen 
guns  from  the  other  fhips,  which  concluded 
the  ceremony. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

Paffage  up  to  Chin  rah— Siege  of  that  Place  by 
the  Nabob. — Caujes  of  this  Mifynderjlanding 
The  Siegf  rafed.-r-Fine  ProfpeBs  along  tty 
G  ah  Gns.-r~  Bengal  Conjurers  an4  Balancers.— 
Fux.ta.ii, — Excurfon  up  the  River. — Manner  of 
making  Sugar. — Meeting  with  a  Faquir,  or  Saint. 

.  -r-Buming  of  three  Bodies  of  Bengalefe. — /I c count 
of  feme  ancient  Buildings. — National  Vifit  to  the 
French. — To  the  Englijh. — Infialment  of  Mr. 

F - -  in  the  DireStorjhip. — Great  Famine  at 

Patna. — Departure  from  Chinsurah. — From 
Ingel  lee. — View  of  the  IJland  Sumatra. — 
Currents. — Violent  Squalls . — Calms. — Anchorage 
before  Batavia.  • 

T HE  following  day,  in  the  forenoon,  when 

Mr.  F -  approached  the  English  fettle- 

ment  of  Calcutta ,  he  was  faluted  by  nineteen 
guns  from  Fort  William ,  and  received  the 
compliments  of  two  gentlemen  of  the  coun¬ 
cil  of  Calcutta ,  who  were  deputed  from  the 
Englifh  governor  Jfereljt ,  in  whofe  name, 
likewife,  he  was  invited  to  dine  at  the  fet- 
tlemertt :  Mr.  F--  —  >,  however,  excufed 
bitydpjf,  on  account'  of  the  indilpofition  of 

his 
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his  lady.  Mr.VERELSThad  gone  on  purpofe  to 
his  country  feat,  about  two  hour’s  walk  from 

Calcutta ,  in  order  to  receive  Mr.  F - on  his 

arrival,  as  foon  as  he  underftood  that  his 
budgerow,  was  coming  up  the  river.  When 
he  had  paffed  Calcutta,  Mr.  F — —  was  again 
faluted  from  Fort  William ,  with  nineteen 
guns. 

On  the  next  day,  on  palling  the  French 

factory  at  Chandernagore ,  Mr.  F -  was 

likewife  faluted  with  nineteen  guns ;  but, 
inftead  of  deputing  two  members  of  the 
council  to  wait  upon  him,  as  the  Englilh 
had  done,  the  French  governor  only  fent  a 
chubdar,  or  fiver  faff-bearer,  to  welcome 
him  on  his  behalf. 

Halfway  between  •  Chandernagore  and 

Hougly,  or  Chinfurah ,  Mr.  F - was  met 

by  the  diredor  in  office,  who  came  to  con¬ 
gratulate  him  on  his  arrival,  with  feveral 
budgerows  •,  and  they  went  up  to  Chinfurah 
together.  Landing  at  Fort  Guftavus ,  he 
was  faluted  with  twenty-one  guns,  from  the 
battery  at  the  waterfde,  and  received  by  the 
other  members  of  the  council  of  Hougly 
at  the  fairs,  being  then  carried  in  fate,  in 
palankeens ,  through  the  great  gate  of  the 
vol.  I.  i  fort, 
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fort,  commonly  called  the  Lodge ,  to  before 
the  diredtor’s  houfe,  while  the  garrifon  was 
drawn  up  in  two  ranks,  with  drums  beating 
and  colours  flying;  and  the  ceremony  was 
concluded  in  the  evening,  with  an  elegant 
fupper  and  ball. 

There  being  an  order  of  the  Hougly 
council,  that  all  captains  fhould  remain  on 
board  their  fhips,  as  long  as  the  fpritigtides 
continued,  which  commenced  at  the  time  of 
my  arrival  at  Fultah ,  I  could  not  accompany 

Mr.  F - on  his  journey  up  the  river  ;  the 

above  particulars  are,  therefore,  fuch  as  I  had 
cccafion  to  learn  from  others.  This  order  to 
the  commanders  of  fhips,  has  its  relation  only 
to  thole  fpritigtides,  which  take  place  from 
the  latter  end  of  September  to  the  beginning 
of  November,  becaule  it  is  during  that  period 
that  the  monfoon  generally  breaks  up ;  and 
there  is  great  danger  at  that  time,  elpecially 
with  fpringtides,  as  the  ftream  then  runs  with 
the  utmoft  rapidity,  and  the  tlninderfrorms 
rase  with  the  greateft  violence. 

On  the  3d  of  Odtober,  the  Company’s  fhip, 
the  Valiant ,  Captain  Wagendonk,  arrived 
at  Fi/Jiao,  which  Ihip  left  Batavia  ten  days- 
before  mine. 


That 
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That  day,  being  the  laft  of  the  fpringtide, 
f  embarked  at  night,  on  board  a  budgerow , 
for  Chinfurah ,  and  arrived  the  next  morning 
at  the  village  of  Bernagore  ;  this  is  a  place 
belonging  to  the  Dutch  Eaft- India  Company, 
which  is  fituated  halfway  between  Chinfurah 
and  Fultah.  In  the  evening  I  left  Bernagore , 
and  arrived  about  nine  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  at  Chinfurah •.  Of  thefe  places  I  fliall 
Ipeak  more  at  large  in  my  obfervations. 

The  fame  morning,  the  nabob  of  Cafim- 
bazar ,  or  viceroy  of  Bengal,  had  inverted 
the  place,  on  the  landfide,  with  a  force  of 
ten  or  twelve  thoufand  Moors,  and  all  the 
approaches  and  barriers  were  fo  clofely 
guarded,  that  no  one  could  go  in  or  otft. 

This  occafioned,  in  the  enfuing  days,  fuch 
a  fcarcity  of  provihon.s,  among  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  village,  that  many  of  them*pe- 
rifhed  for  want.  Mothers,  driven  by  hun¬ 
ger,  and 

- - -  compelled 

By  ftrong  neceffity’s  fupreme  command, 

brought  their  children  to  the  dwellings  of 
the  Europeans,  and  entreated  leave  to  it'll 
thefe  innocents  to  flavery,  for  a  fmall  por¬ 
tion  of  rice,  in  order  to  prolong  their  own 
t  2  wretched 
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wretched  life  a  little  longer.  To  encreafe 
the  raifery,  the  flock  of  provilions  in  the 
place,  was  found  to  be  little  or  none.  Be- 
fides  this  blockade  on  the  lancjfide,  the 
Moors  had  alfo  befet  the  river,  above  the 
village,  lb  that  nothing  could  be  brought 
down  by  water  ;  and  from  below,  there  was 
little  to  be  obtained.  While  there  was  any 
rice,  feven  pounds  weight  were  fold  for  a 
rupee,  but  it  was  foon  confumed.  A  perfon 
who,  from  the  outfide,  had  contrived  to 
throw  fome  poultry  over  the  barriers,  in  the 
hopes  of  gain,  being  caught  by  the  Moors, 
had  his  note  and  ears  inflantly  cut  off. 

The  caufe  of  this  unhappy  affair  was  as 
follows  : — The  Company  were  bound  to  pay 
certain  duties  to  the  nabob,  for  the  goods 
which  were  conveyed  up  and  down  the 
Ganges ;  but  the  money  had  not  been  paid 

by  the  direclor  V -  for  a  coufiderable 

time.  The  nabob,  who  infilled  upon  hav¬ 
ing  them  difcharged,  as  they  were  in  fabl 
his  lawful  due,  ilfued  orders  to  the  faufdar 
of  Hotig/y,  of  whom  we  fhall  take  further 
notice  hereafter,  to  claim  the  payment  in 
the  moll  forcible  manner.  This  officer  ac¬ 
cordingly  dbpatched  a  chuhdar  to  the  di¬ 
rector 
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re&or  V - ,  to  require  the  money  of  him, 

threatening  withal,  that  in  cafe  it  were  not 
paid,  he  would  not  fuffer  any  more  goods 
belonging  to  the  Dutch  to  pafs.  The  di¬ 
rector  took  umbrage  at  this  peremptory 
meffage,  and  after  having  violently  abufed 
the  poor  chubdar ,  fent  him  to  the  fifcal 
DE  Saumaise,  and  had  him  bound  to  the 
whippingpoft,  and  unmercifully  flogged. 

In  confequence  of  this,  the  faufdar  caufed 
all  the  goods  belonging  to  the  Dutch  factory, 
which  came  down  the  Ganges,  to  be  de¬ 
tained,  and  Chinfurab  to  be  inverted. 

The  goods  thus  feized  by  the  Moors, 
confirted  in  callicoes  and  other  piece-goods, 
intended  for  the  cargoes  of  the  {hips  which 
were  to  fail  for  Europe  in  the  beginning  of 
November.  Thefe  veflels  were  detained 
by  this  occurrence,  and  could  not  now  be 
ready  in  time.  They  were  obliged  to  ftay 
in  the  Ganges  till  the  latter  end  of  January, 
and  were  at  lart  forced  to  put  to  fea  in  an 
Unfavourable  feafon.  Ought  not  the  mif- 
fortunes  which  thefe  {hips  (two  of  which, 
the  Enkhuizen  and  the  Valiant,  were  lort 
with  all  their  crews;  and  the  third,  the 
Land’ s-ivelf are,  was  faved  with  difficulty) 
1  3  met 
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met  with,  from  the  bad  weather  they  had 
to  encounter  in  the  fouthern  latitudes,  to  be 
attributed  to  thele  circumftances,  and  to  the 

bad  management  of  Mr.  V - ?  But  to 

return  to  the  fiege  of  Chinfurah. 

As  foon  as  intelligence  was  received  of 
the  detention  of  thefe  goods,  the  director 

V  - -  thought  fit  to  order  a  detachment 

of  thirty  men,  under  the  command  of 
an  officer,  to  go  up  the  river  in  boats,  to 
where  the  goods  were  lying,  in  order  to  ef- 
fe6t  their  releafe  by  force  ;  but  upon  learn¬ 
ing  that  a  body  of  four  hundred  Jipahis  (fea- 
poys),  or  Mooriffi  foldiers,  were  ported  to 
defend  them  againft  our  attack,  the  expedi¬ 
tion  was  laid  afide.  Hereupon  the  diredlor 

V  - affembled  the  council,  and  informed 

the  members  of  what  he  had  lately  done  ; 
laying  at  the  fame  time,  that  matters  being 
now  brought  to  this  point,  he  neither  dared 
nor  could  proceed  farther,  without  the  ap¬ 
probation  of  the  council.  Some  of  the 
members  replied,  that  fince  he  had  pro¬ 
ceeded  fo  far,  without  their  knowledge  or 
approbation,  he  might  go  on  as  he  had  be¬ 
gun,  without  their  affirtance  ;  but  the  ma¬ 
jority  were  of  opinion,  that  the  matter  ought 

to 
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to  be  endeavoured  to  be  compromifed,  through 
the  mediation  of  the  Englifh.  A  deputation 
was  appointed  for  this  purpofe,  confiding 
of  the  head  adminiftrator,  Ross,  and  the 
comptroller  of  equipment.  Van  Bra  am, 
both  members  of  the  council ;  who  Co  far 
arranged  matters  at  Calcutta ,  with  the  Eng- 
,lifh  council,  and  the  little  nabob,  or  mi- 
nifter,  Mahomed  Reza  Chan,  w'ho  go¬ 
verned  as  guardian  of  the  great  nabob,  who 
was  a  minor  that,  upon  a  promife  that 
the  duties  which  remained  unpaid,  fhould  be 
immediately  difcharged,  the  goods  were  re- 
leafed,  and  the  blockade  of  Chinfurah  was 
raifed. 

But  inftead  of  this  promife  being  fulfilled 

by  the  director  V - ,  thefe  arrears  were 

dill  due,  when,  in  the  month  of  March  the 
next  year,  he  took  his  departure  from  Ben¬ 
gal  ;  and  the  cargo  of  opium  and  other 
goods,  intended  far  my  Ihip,  wrould  equally 

have  been  feized,  had  not  thejdiredlor  F - 

taken  upon  himfelf  to  be  perfonally  refpon- 
fxble  for  this  debt. 

*  Meer  Kaveyah,  otherwife  Seyf  al  Dowlah,  fecond 
fon  of  the  weli-known  Meer  Jaffier  Ally  Chan,  a  youth 
of  fixteen  years  of  age.  T. 

I  4 
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This  laftmentioned  gentleman  was  fo 
much  blinded  by  the  firft,  and  was  fo  eafily 
impreflfed  with  whatever  ideas  the  other 
thought  proper  to  inftil  ijito  him,  that, 
however  much  he  was  warned  by  confi¬ 
dential  and  intelligent  people  of  the  evil 
effects  which  would  refult  from  his  com¬ 
pliant  partiality,  he  continued  to  follow  the 
inclinations  of  the  dire&or  in  every  thing. 
He  was  even  guilty  of  the  additional  im¬ 
prudence,  of  confiding  to  him  whatever  had 
been  faid  to  him  on  the  fubjedl ;  and  he  did 
not  perceive  the  bad  confequences  of  all 
this,  till  it  was  too  late,  and  after  the  diredlor 
V - had  taken  his  leave  of  the  Ganges. 

On  the  r  5th  of  O&ober,  the  Moors  de¬ 
parted  from  Chinfurab ,  and  the  navigation 
of  the  river  upwards,  was  again  opened. 

On  the  10th,  the  feftivai  of  the  Ganges 
had  been  held  all  along  its  banks,  by  the 
Bengalefe,  or  Gentoos,  after  fome  prelimi¬ 
nary  folemnities  of  three  days ;  on  which 
occafion,  an  incredible  number  of  people 
came  from  the  inland  parts,  to  be  prefent 
at  the  fehival.  1  lhall  likewife  notice  it  in 
my  obfervations  on  Bengal ,  already  referred 
to. 


On 
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On  the  1 2th  of  O&ober,  I  went  from 
Chinfurah  down  to  my  (hip,  lying  at  Fultah. 
Going  down,  I  landed  at  Serampore ,  where 
the  Danes  have  a  fadtory ;  this  is  the  raoft 
inconsiderable  European  eftabliihment  on  the 
Ganges ,  confifting  only,  belides  the  village 
occupied  by  the  natives,  in«a  few  houfes  in¬ 
habited  by  Europeans.  Their  trade  is  of 
very  little  importance. 

The  profpedls  of  the  country,  along  the 
banks,  and  on  both  fides  of  the  Ganges,  in 
going  up  or  down  the  river  to  Fultah ,  are 
delightful;  but  they  are  all  furpaffed  by  that 
which  offers  upon  palling  along  the  French 
Settlement  at  Chandernagare ,  upwards  to¬ 
wards  Chinfurah ,  Hougly ,  and  Bandel ;  which 
laftmentibned  place  is  juft  feen  in  the  back¬ 
ground  :  then  the  eye  glances  upon  the 
buildings  of  Chinfurah.  the  church,  the 
garden  caWed  ffelgelegen  (well-fituated),  with 
three  ftone  terraces,  raifed  one  above  the 
other,  and  where  every  thing  that  is  of  ftone 
is  whitened.  Groves  of  ever-verdant  ttees 
appeal  behind,  and,  between  thefe,  buildings. 
In  their  front,  the  river,  covered  with  Imali 
veflels  and  boats.  A  little  lower,  on  the 
right  hand,  hander nagore,  which  is  built 

all 
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all  along  the  river,  and  is  embellifhed  with 
many  handfome  houfes.  Before  it,  the  (hips 
at  anchor,  and  moored  with  cables  to  the 
fhcre.  On  the  left  hand,  fertile  fields,  and 
extenfive  meadows,  affording  pafture  to 
numerous  herds  of  cattle,  and  interfperfed 
with  pleafant  groves-  and  coppices.  The 
whole  forming  a  moft  interefting  landfcape. 

Farther  down,  about  halfway  between 
Chandernagore  and  Serampore ,  is  a  place  called 
Garetti.  Here,  on  the  fame  fide  with  Chan- 
dernagore ,  the  French  governor  has  built  a 
noble  houfe,  or  rather  a  palace,  and  has  laid 
out  an  extenfive  and  pleafant  garden.  And  in 
this  neighbourhood,  the  Englifh  have  a  mi¬ 
litary  poft,  where  often  one  thoufand  men, 
and  fometimes  more,  are  encamped. 

The  whole  of  this  country  is  flat,  juft  as 
in  our  provinces.  It  is  interfered  and  fer¬ 
tilized  by  numerous  channels,  creeks,  and 
rivulets.  Bengal  is  juftly  efteemed  the  moft 
fruitful  part  of  Afia. 

Approaching  Calcutta ,  many  gardens, 
newly  laid  out  by  the  Englifh,  make  their 
appearance,  which  have  handfome  dwelling- 
houfes,  with  an  agreeable  profpeft  towards 

the 
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the  river.  Calcutta,  which  is  built  on  the 
left  fide  in  going  down,  about  three  quar¬ 
ters  of  an  hour’s  walk  along  the  banks  of 
the  river,  makes  likewife  a  very  pleafing 
appearance.  Before  it,  the  fhips  lie  at  an¬ 
chor,  juft  as  before  Chandernagore ,  in  great 
numbers.  There  are  aim  oft  every  day  vef- 
fels  which  go  to,  and  come  from,  every  part 
of  India,  in  motion  here ;  which  greatly  en¬ 
livens  the  fcene. 

•  A  little  below  Calcutta,  ftands  a  ftrong 
fortrefs,  called  Fort  William ,  which,  built 
upon  the  banks  of  the  river,  commands  it  - 
entirely.  From  this  place  to  Fultah  there 
are  many  Bengal  villages  interfperfed,  fome 
of  which  are  very  large. 

On  the  13th  of  October,  I  reached  my  • 
fhip,  lying  in  Fultah  road,  and  flayed  fome 
time  on  board.  I  occafionally  went  011 
fhore  in  the  evening,  when  the  heat  of  the 
day  was  over,  to  take  a  walk ;  and  often 
amufed  myfelf  with  feeing  the  tricks  of  the 
conjurers,  and  ferpent-charmers.  The  former 
far  furpafs,  in  my  opinipn,  thofe  of  Europe. 
There  were  likewife  balancers,  who  had  a 
bamboo  pole  of  twenty  or  twenty-five  feet 
in  length,  perpendicularly  refting  on  their 
girdle. 
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girdle,  without  touching  it  with  their  hands, 
A  young  girl  of  feven  or  eight  years  old, 
laying  hold  of  it,  clambered  up  to  the  top, 
where  fhe  laid  herfelf  on  her  belly,  and 
throwing  her  arms  and  legs  loofe,  fee-ned 
to  fwim  in  the  air ;  while .  the  man  kept 
running  backwards  and  forwards,  with  the 
pole,  always  without  touching  it  with  his 
hands.  In  about  leven  minutes,  the  girl 
clambered  down  again,  and  performed  a 
number  of  other  tricks.  But  on  this  fubjeft 
more  hereafter. 

Fultah  is  a  pretty  large  village,  fituated 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Ganges ,  going  down 
the  river.  The  fifcal  of  Cbinfurah  keeps 
one  of  his  officers  here,  to  have  an  eye  upon 
the  illicit  or  fmuggling  trade,  that  is,  in 
fuch  cafes,  when  matters  have  not  been 
fettled  betimes  with  the  fifcal,  and  a  proper 
confideration  made  for  his  connivance. 

The  anchorage  here  is  l'afe  enough,  when 
the  breaking- up  of  the  monfoons  is  not  ac¬ 
companied  with' violent  hurricanes,  for  then 
it  is  very  dangerous;  which  is,  indeed,  the 
cafe  all  up  the  Ganges.  Ships  lie  here  like- 
wife  protected  from  the  fwell  of  the  fea, 
which  fomctimes,  when  the  tide  rifes,  is 
elevated 
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elevated  to  fix  and  more  feet  in  height,  and 
rolls  in  with  great  violence,  tearing  the 
{hips  which  it  overtakes,  from  their  anchor¬ 
age,  or  breaking  their  cables,  and  dalhing 
them  againft  the  fhore,  or  the  fandbanks. 
This  fwell  never  runs  along  the  Fultah  fide, 
but  only  along  the  oppofite  fhore.  The  bot¬ 
tom  is  a  tough  clay,  in  which  the  anchors 
often  hold  fo  fall,  that  they  cannot  fome- 
times  be  weighed,  and  the  cables  break  in 
•the  attemp#  When  it  happens,  however, 
that  the  Company’s  {hips  lie  a  whole  year 
in  the  river,  they  are  then  carried  up  to 
Chinfurah  for  fome  months,  as  was  done  in 
the  year  1  76S,  with  reipeft  to  the  Valiant. 

On  the  17th,  the  Company’s  fhip  Enk- 
buizen,  arrived  in  Fultah  road.  She  had 
left  Batavia  before  me,  but  had  touched  at 
the  Coafi:  of  Coromandel.  Her  Captain  I. 
F.  Stout,  had.  died  on  the  pafiage.  This 
fhip  was  intendecf  to  be  dilpatched  to  Eu¬ 
rope. 

On  the  1 8th,  I  received  a  letter  from  the 

direfror  F - -,  informing  me,  that  my  fhip 

was  appointed  to  fail  to  Batavia ,  by  way  of 
Coromandel,  and  that  I  was  to  fail  in  the  lat¬ 
ter  end  of  December. 


The 
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The  next  day  I  again  left  the  fhip  for 
Chinjiirah,  which  I  reached  the  fame  even¬ 
ing. 

On  the  20th  of  Oclobcr,  a  Bengalefe  wo¬ 
man  was  buried,  with  her  deceafed  hufband, 
alive,  and  on  the  2 5th. of  November,  an¬ 
other  was  burnt  with  the  body  of  her  huf- 
hand  ;  but  of  both  thefe  barbarous  rites,  I 
lhall  give  the  details  in  my  beforementioned 
oblervations. 

The  (hip,  the  Sncek ,  which  Ilkid  hitherto 
commanded,  being  now  judged  too  old,  to 
attempt  the  pafiage  to  Europe,  I  exchanged, 
W’th  the  confent  of  the  diredor  and  council, 
for  that  of  Captain  Hoeve,  the  Cornelia 
Hillegonda.  This  gentleman  took  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  'Enkhuizen,  by  which  I  had  at 
firft  intended  to  have  gone,  but  being  ad- 
vifed  to  the  contrary,  in  order  that  I 
might  take  another  trip  to  'Batavia,  whither 
the  Cornelia  Hillegonda  was  bound,  I  chole 
this.  laft.  My  firft  lieutenant  A.  VanEs, 
was  promoted  to  the  command  of  the  Snoek ;  ’ 
and  the  feveral  changes  took  place  on  the 
17th  of  November.  ‘ 

On  the  3d  of  December,  we  dropped 
down  from  Fultab  to  Ingellee ,  at  the  mouth 
1  of 
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of  the  river,  together  with  the  Enkhuizen , 
the  Valiant ,  the  Land' s -welfare  t  and  the 
Snoek ,  which  laft  failed  on  the  29  th  of  De¬ 
cember,  for  the  coaft  of  Coromandel. 

There  being  very  little  of  importance  for 
me  to  do  at  prefent,  in  the  Company’s  fer- 
vice,  I  employed  my  leifure-time,  in  making  ’ 
*  fome  little  excurfions  inland,  or  to  the  Eng- 
lifh  and  French  fa&ories.  I  likewife  went 
a-hunting  of  foxes,  jackals,  and  other  wild 
animals,  plenty  of  which  are  to  be  met  with 
a  little  way  inland ;  but  the  Bengalefe  do . 
not  like  to  fee  this,  for  it  is  contrary  to  the 
precepts  of  their  religion  to  kill  any  thing 
which  has  life.  Their.  objedtions,  however, 
have  no  weight*  as  they  never  can  mufler 
fufficient  courage  to  oppofe  an  European. , 

O11  the  5th  of  January,  1770,  the  Englilh 
governor  Verelst,  leaving  the  prelidency, 
palled  Fultaby  where  two  of  our  fhips  were 
lying  at  anchor,  without  receiving  any  lalute 
from  either  of  them,  which  was  always  cuf- 
tomary.  This  afforded  matter  of  great  fur- 
prize  to  Mr.  Verei.st,  as  he  had  done  all 

honour  to  Mr.  F - ,  'when  this  laft  paffed. 

Calcutta ,  as  we  have  before  feen.  He  feat 
one  of  his  fe.rvants  on  board  of  the  fhips,  to 
inquire 
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inquire  of  the  commanding  officers,  whether 
they  had  not  received  dire&ions  from  the 

dire&or  V - ,  or  the  council  of  Hougly  to 

fire  the  accuftomed  falute  ?  which  they  an- 
fwered  in  the  negative.  The  Englifh  go¬ 
vernment,  complained  in  ftrong  expreffions 
‘  of  this  behaviour  j  but  were  anfwered  on 

the  part  of  the  dire&or  V - ,  that  this  was  * 

in  retaliation  of  a  fimilar  affront,  which  he 
had  received  from  Mr.  Verelst  on  a  na¬ 
tional  vifit  to  Calcutta. 

On  the  14th  of  January,  my  mooring 
cable  broke  loofe,  but  by  the  vigilance  of 
my  firft  lieutenant,  we  met  with  no  damage. 

In  the  following  night,  however,  the  fhip 
Rittbem  met  with  the  fame  accident,  and 
ran  aground  on  a  fandbank.  ‘  Being  fully 
loadcn,  the  cargo  was  obliged  to  be  un- 
fhipped,  and  fhe  was  not  got  afloat  again  in 
a  fortnight;  yet  fhe  did  not  fuffer  confidera- 
ble  damage. 

On  the  29th  and  30th,  the  Enkbuizen ,  the 
Valiant,  and  the  Land' s-welf are,  failed  from 
the  road  of  Ingellee,  for  Europe. 

On  the  3 1  ft,  my'  fhip,  and  the  Rittbem , 
left  Fu/tah ,  and  proceeded  to  Ingellee ,  there 
to  remain  till  the  time  of  failing.  The  rea- 
5  fon 
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ion  why  fhips  do  not  tarry  at  Fultah  fo  long, 
is  only  becaufe  the  water  of  the  Ganges  be¬ 
comes  too  ihallow  in  this  feafon,  fo  that  the 
yenegat  is  dangerous  to  be  palfed.  Thefe 
veifels  came  to  an  anchor  in  Inge  lie  e  road,  on 
the  7th  of  February,  under  command  of  the 
two  fil'd:  lieutenants. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  took  another  journey 
up  the  Ganges ,  and  inland,  in  company  with 
two  of  my  friends,  to  view  the  country,  and 
purfue  the  diverfion  of  hunting. 

On  the  27th  of  January,  we  left  Chinfu 
rah,  in  a  budgerow ,  at  three  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon,  going  up  the  river  with  the  tide,  and 
before  the  wind;  and  about  half  pad  four  we 
came  to  the  Channel  of  Niafferai,  where  we 
went  on  fhore,  and  up  the  country.  .  Here 
we  met  with  pleafant  plains  of  arable  and 
padure  land,  intermixed  with  groves  of  co- 
coanut,  fiuri,  mango,  and  other  trees.  The 
fugarcane  was  likewife  cultivated  in  many 
places,  and  flourifhed  luxuriantly. 

We  likewife  obferved,  the  manner  in 
which  the  inhabitants  make  their  fugar, 
which  is  very  dmple,  the  whole  procefs 
going  on  in  the  open  air,  without  much 
trouble. 
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They  bruife  the  cane,  between  two  cham-* 
fered  rollers  of  hard  wood,  two  and  a  half 
feet  long,  and  of  about  fix  inches  in  diameter. 
Thefe  lie  horizontally,  one  above  the  other, 
in  two  refts,  fo  fixed,  that  the  rollers  cannot 
be  moved,  out  of  their  relative  pofition  to 
each  other,,  and  leaving  a  fpace  of  a  quarter 
of  an  inch  between  them.  Each  roller  has 
four  fpokes,  or  handles,  at  the  end,  by  which 
they  are  turned  in  oppofite  directions,  by  two 
men.  The  fugarcane  being  put  between 
%e  rollers,  is  thus  bruifed,  or  flattened,  to 
the  thicknefs  of  a  quarter  of  an  inch,  atjid 
its  fap  is  prefifed  out,  arid  received  in  a  large 
earthen  pot,  placed  for  that  purpofe,  under 
.  this  Ample  machinery.  About  eight  or  ten 
feet  oft,  are  eight  other  pots,  fixed  in  holes, 
into  which  they  fit  exa&ly,  and  which  are 
made  in  the  earth  in  a  longitudinal  direction. 
The  dried  canes,  from  which  the  fap  has 
been  exprefled,  are  uied  as  fuel  under  thefe 
pots,  into  which  the  lap  is  put,  and  boiled 
into  fugar. 

The  country  hereabouts,  abounds  in  jackals 
and  wild  dogs,  l'ome  of  which  wc  fhot. 

At  night  we  went  up  higher,  with  the 
tide, -and  came  at  five  o’clock  in  the  morn- 

ing 
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ing,  to  the  channel  of  Chogdah,  which  lies 
on  the  right  fide  of  the  river  in  going  up 
(that  of  Niaferai  is  on  the  left),  about  eight 
or  ten  Dutch  miles  above  Cbinfurab.  The 
village,  which  gives  its  name  to  the  chan¬ 
nel,  ftands  a  little  inland.  There  is  a  great 
weekly  market,  of  bazar ,  as  it  is  called  by 
the  Bengalefe,  held  here,  where  all  kinds  of 
provifions,  and  other  goods,  the  produce  of 
the  country,  are  expofed  to  fale.  The  chan¬ 
nel  terminates  about  three  Dutch  miles  in¬ 
land. 

On  its  left  fide,  and  upwards,  the  whole 
is  flat  land,  without  any  trees ;  but  on  the 
right  hand  downwards,  are  many  woods,  in 
which  there  are  tigers  and  other  wild  hearts. 

We  crolTed  a  number  of  fields,  without 
feeing  any  thing  like  a  tiger  ;  but  on  en¬ 
tering  the  Woods  a  little  way,  we  foon  met 
with  their  traces  in  plenty,  and  we  did  not 
therefore  think  it  prudent  to  venture  far¬ 
ther  in  ;  for  this  animal  feldom  {hews  it- 
felf,  before  it  can  fpring  upon  its  prey,  and 
when  once  within  the  reach  of  its  claws, 
nothing  can  fave  a  mans  life.  We  like- 
wife  met  in  the  way,  the  remains  of  a  Ben¬ 
galefe,  who  had  been  torn  in  pieces  by  the 
beafts 
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hearts  of  prey.  For  the  reft,  the  hunting  of 
jackals  and  wild  dogs  was  not  unpleafant. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  failed  higher  up  the 
Ganges,  to  a  place  called  Gouptipara, which  is 
about  fix  or  eight  Dutch  miles  above  Chogdah . 
In  our  way,  we  palfed  a  pretty  large  ifland, 
lying  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  but  which 
produced  nothing  but  a  little  tall  grafs,  and 
fome  reeds. 

We  found  here  that  the  flood  only  larted 
three  hours,  while  the  ebb  continued  nine. 
About  four  or  five  Dutch  miles  higher,  as 
the  Bengalefe,  and  others  who  had  been  at 
CaJJimbazar,  informed  us,  there  was  no  flood,  \ 
except  a  little  in  lpring-tides. 

It  was  late  in  the  evening  before  we  ar¬ 
rived  at  Gouptipara.  At  daybreak,  the  next 
morning,  we  went  on  fhore,  and  found, 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour’s  walk  from  the 
river,  a  little  village.  Somewhat  higher 
there  was  a  wood  of  lofty  trees,  with  much 
underwood,  in  which  there  was  a  great 
*  number  of  monkeys,  and  the  wood  was 
therefore  named  the  monkey-wood.  Thefe 
animals  were  about  the  fize  of  a  fpaniel, 
with  long  tails,  which,  when  they  ran,  they 
turned  upwards.  The  body  was  covered 

with  ' 
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with  hair,  of  a  grey  colour,  and  the  fore 
part  of  the  head  was  black.  As  foon  as 
we  had  fired  one  Ihot,  they  all  ran  up  the 
high  trees,  and  fome  of  them  threw  their 
young  ones,  which  they  held  between  their 
fore  paws,  into  the  bullies  below  ;  and  what¬ 
ever  pains  we  bellowed  in  looking  for  them, 
we  could  not  find  them.  The  large  ones 
Iprang  with  an  inconceivable  quicknefs,  from 
branch  to  branch,  and  from  tree  to  tree. 
We  Ihot  fome  of  them,  and  when  the  others 
faw  thefe  fall,  they  fet  up  a  moll  horrid 
cry. 

The  Bengalefe  were  much  difpleafed  at 
this,  and  defired  us  not  to  kill  tfny  more  of 
thefe  animals  ;  for  their  fuperllitious  belief 
in  the  tranfmigration  of  fouls  after  death, 
makes  them  think  that  thefe  creatures,  in 
particular,  are  the  receptacles  of  human 
fouls. 

Somewhat  farther  inland,  we  met  with 
the  ruins  of  a  llonebuilding,  in  which  a 
faquir ,  or  faint,  had  taken  up  his  abode. 
He  fat  by  a  flow  fire,  in.  the  middle  of  the 
alhes,  entirely  naked.  His  hair  was  black, 
and  very  long,  tangled  and  clodded  with 
alhes  and  dirt,  with  which  it.  was  llrewed. 

k  3  He 
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He  had  impofed  a  fingular  penance  upon 
himfelf,  confifting  in  a  brafs  ring,  about  the 
thicknefs  of  a  quill,  and  three  inches  in 
diameter,  which  was  palled  through  the  fub- 
liance  of  the  glans  of  the  penis,  though  in 
fuch  a  manner,  that  the  urethra  remained 
unhurt.  While  we  were  with  him,  a  Ben¬ 
gal  woman,  in  the  fuperftitious  hope  of 
thereby  becoming  fruitful,  came  to  kifs  this 
difgufting  mortal,  on  the  part  which  was 
fuppofed  to  poflefs  the  prolific  virtue  re¬ 
quired.  We  put  many  queftions  to  him,  on 
the  fubjedl  of  what  we  faw,  but  decency  for¬ 
bids  the  recital  of  his  anfwers.  Befides  this 
ring,  there  «were  three  other  riveted  iron- 
rings  linked  to  it,  which  altogether,  might 
weigh,  as  we  guefifed,  about  two  pounds  and 
a  half.  When  he  walked,  he  let  the  whole 
hang  loofe,  without  feeming  to  be  in  the  leaf!: 
incommoded. 

Thofe  who  torture  themfelves  in  this  ex¬ 
traordinary  manner,  are  held  in  great  vene¬ 
ration  by  the  vulgar.  Many  of  thefe  faquirs 
wander  about  the  country,  and  never  need 
to  be  folicitous  about  their  maintenance ; 
for  the  fuperftition  of  the  people,  makes  them 
even  think  it  a  great  happinefs  to  be  allowed 

to 
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to  give  thefe  fan&ified  beggars,  who  torture 
their  bodies  fo  unmercifully,  for  the  love  of 
religion,  every  thing  neceffary  to  their  fub- 
flftance.  I  refer  the  reader,  for  a  more 
ample  account  of  this,  to  my  obfervations  on 
Bengal 

In  the  afternoon,  we  returned  from  the 
woods,  on  board  of  our  budgero'w ,  and  went 
again  down  the  Ganges.  Here  we  found  its 
banks  every  where  very  fteep,  and  in  fome 
places  fo  deeply  hollowed,  or  undermined 
by  the  water,  that  parts  of  them,  to  the 
lize  of  a  houfe,  had  fometimes  fallen  in, 
which  we  could  fee  had  happened  in  feveral 
places. 

At  funfet,  arriving  at  the  channel  of 
Chogdah ,  we  ran  into  it  for  fhelter  during 
the  night,  apprehending  that  we  fliould  be 
overtaken  by  a  thunderftorm,  as  the  wind 
began  to  rife,  and  the  fky  appeared  dread¬ 
fully  black,and  lowering.  We  fattened  our 
budgerow,  with  ropes,  to  both  fides  of  the 
channel,  becaufe  thefe  veflcls  are  eafily  over- 
fet  by  the  wind,  not  having  any  fupport  or 
hold  on  the  water,  on  account  of  their  flat 
bottoms. 

Before  the  ftorm  came  on,  we  took  a 
k  4  walk 
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Xvalk  along  the  banks,  and  law  three  bo¬ 
dies  of  Eengalele  burnt.  This  is  done  by 
the  relations  of  the  deceafed,  or  by  his  foils, 
if  he  have  any.  They  fit  upon  their  heels, 
round  the  burning  pile,  fmoaking  their  gor- 
gor ,  and  feed  the  fire,  with  the  greateft  in¬ 
difference,  as  if  they  were  burning  a  beaft, 
Brewing  the  allies  afterwards  in  the  Ganges. 
The  bodies  of  thofe,  who  do  not  leave  pro¬ 
perty  enough  to  purchafe  firewood  for  this 
purpofe,  or  whole  relations  are  poor,  are 
expoled  by  the  riverfide,  to  be  devoured  by 
the  jackals,  and  other  wild  animals.  Thefe, 
likewife,  as  foon  as  it  begins  to  grow  dark, 
iffue  out  of  the  woods,  and  come  to  the 
the  river,  howling  dreadfully  all  night  long, 
while  they  alfo  fight  with  each  other  for 
their  prey.  Some  of  them  are  often  found 
lying  dead  in  the  morning,  efpecially  the 
wild  dogs,  who  are  not  a  match  for  the 
jackals. 

We  were  obliged  to  defift  from  our  walk, 
on  account  of  its  falling  dark  $  and  we  were 
warned  by  a  Bengaleie,  that  there  were  many 
tigers, who  had  their  haunts  not  far  from  us, 
and  who  in  the  evening  were  wont  to  repair 
to  the  riverfide. 


The 
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The  ftorm  came  on  about  eight  o’clock, 
and  burft  all  around  with  tremendous  force. 
The  thunder  was  very  violent,  and  the  light¬ 
ning  fo  fierce,  and  fliot  in  fuch  broad  fla flies 
along  the  ground,  that  the  whole  neighbour¬ 
hood  feemed  to  be  on  fire.  This  was  ac¬ 
companied  with  fuch  heavy  fqualls,  that  we 
durft  not  remain  on  board  our  veflel,but  went 
on  fhore,  and  Hood  in  the  open  air,  though 
expofed  to  all  the  inclemency  of  the  weather. 
The  florm  did  not  abate  till  eleven  o’clock 
at  night. 

At  midnight,  we  left  the  channel,  and 
fell  down  the  river  with  the  ebb,  but  about 
an  hour  before  daybreak,  we  were  again 
obliged  to  leek  for  fhelter,  in  the  channel 
of  Niajferai,  as  the  wind  began  again  to  blow 
hard.  1 

As  foon  as  the  day  broke,  we  went  on 
fhore,  in  order  to  walk  overland  to  Terbonee , 
whither  we  ordered  our  budgerow,  to  wait  for 
us  there. 

The  way  led  firfi:  through  an  extenfive 
wood,  which  was  filled .  with  all  kinds  of 
birds,  and  afterwards  over  a  level  plain, 
moftly  confifling  of  pafture-grounds.  About 
an  hour  before  we  came  to  Terbonee ,  we  en¬ 
tered 
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tered  another  wood,  into  which,  having  ad¬ 
vanced  a  little,  we  met  with  an  ancient 
building,  of  large  fquare  ftones,  which  feem- 
ed  as  hard  as  iron ;  for  whatever  pains  we 
took,  we  could  not,  with  a  hammer,  break 
any  pieces  off.  The  building  was  an  oblong 
fquare,  thirty  feet  in  length,  and  twenty  in 
breadth.  The  walls  were  thirteenor  fourteen 
feet  in  height.  It  had  no  roof,  and  within  it, 
were  three  tombs,  four  feet  above  the  ground, 
made  of  a  blackilh  kind  of  Hone,  and  polilh- 
ed,  with  here  and  there  fome  Perfian  cha¬ 
racters  engraved  upon  them. 

The  Bengalefe  believe,  that  this  was  built 
by  a  great  magickm,  in  one  night,  without 
the  affiftance  of  any  mortal  hand. 

About  forty  paces  farther,  was  a  large,  but 
very  ruinous  building,  the  roof  of  which  con- 
filed  in  five  domes,  or  cupolas,  which  had 
been  adorned  with  fculptured  imagery,  but 
which  was  much  obliterated. 

The  Bengalefe  could  not  inform  us  of  the 
purpofe,  or  time,  of  the  erection,  but  it  now 
ferved  as  a  refidence  for  faquirs ,  fome  of 
whom  we  faw  fitting  in  it. 

About  ten  o’clock,  we  came  to  the  mouth 
of  the  channel,  where  we  found  our  velfel, 
and  went  down  the  river  to  Chinfurah. 


On 
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On  the  2  2d  of  February,  the  diredtor  V— 
and  fome  members  of  the  council,  accom¬ 
panied  by  their  ladies,  paid  a  national  vifit  to 
the  French  governor,  to  which  party  I  was 
likewife  invited. 

Thefe  vilits  are  made  annually.,  from  one 
fettlement,  or  factory,  to  the  other,- at  the 
commencement  of  the  year,  or  whenever  a 
new  governor,  or  director,  enters  upon  his 
government. 

Much  ceremony  is  obferved,  when  the 
vifits  are  received  at  the  place  where  the 
fadtory  itfelf  is  fituated  ;  and  therefore  Mr. 
V——  had  intimated  to  the  French  go¬ 
vernor,  that  he  ihould  prefer  waiting  upon 
him  for  this  purpofe,  at  his  country-feat, 
near  Garetti.  In  the  afternoon,  at  four 
o’clock,  we  fet  off  in  fix  carriages,  and 
reached  Garetti  at  fix,  where  the  diredlor 

V - and  Mr.  F— — ,  who  was  likewife 

one  of  the  party,  were  received  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  Heps  afcending  to  the  houfe,  by 
the  French  governor,  and  conduced  into  a 
large  faloon,  in  which  .the  principal  ladies 
and  gentlemen  of  Chandernagore  were  af- 
fembled.  About  feven  o’clock,  the  com¬ 
pany  were  invited  by  the  governor,  to  be 
Ipedlators 
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fpedtators  of  a  play,  which  feme  amateurs 
were  to  perform,  in  a  flight  building,  which 
had  been  eredted  for  that  purpofe. 

When  the  play  was  over,  which  was 
about  ten  o’clock,  we  were  led  into  a  large 
room,  and  were  entertained  with  an  elegant 
fupperi  to  which  upwards  of  an  hundred 
guefls,  both  ladies  and  gentlemen,  fat  down. 
At  one  o’clock  we  took  our  leave,  and  rode 
back  to  Chinfurah . 

The  national  vifit  to  the  Englifh,  to  which 
I  was  alfo  invite  J,  was  appointed  to  be  paid 
on  the  26th  of  the  lame  month.  This  was 
chiefly  intended  to  congratulate  the  new 
Englifh  governor,  Cartier,  upon  his  ap¬ 
pointment. 

iv  e  were  eight  of  us,  who  were  prelent 
at  the  vifit ;  and  at  four  o’clock  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  we  went  from  the  diredtor’s  houfe  to 
the  quay,  where  the  Company’s  great  bud- 
gerow  was  lying  readv.  The  garrifon  was 
drawn  up  in  two  ranks,  within  the  fort,  and 
a  detachment,  confiding  of  an  officer  and 
twenty-four  privates,  marched  before  us, 
which  was  to  accompany  us,  as  an  efcort, 
and  to  ferve  as  a  body-guard  to  the  director. 

As  foon  as  our  budgerow  put:  off  from  the 
fhore. 


jf.cre,  a  falute  of  twenty-one  guns  was  fired 
from  the  battery.  Every  one  of  the  com¬ 
pany  had  his  own  veffel  to  pafs  the  night  in, 
but  in  the  day-time,  we  were  all  on  board 
of  that  of  the  director,  in  which  there  was 
a  room  where  fix  and  thirty  people  could 
fit  down  to  table.  At  the  malihead  of  the 
director’s  budgerow,  there  was  a  Prince  of 
Orange’s  flag;  with  the  arms  of  the  Union, 
and  thofe  of  the  other  vefiels  carried  a  prince's 
pendant. 

Betides  ours,  there  were  feveral  other  vef- 
fc!s,  in  which  the  foldiers  and  lervants  were 
embarked  ;  two  that  were  to  be  ufed  as 
kitchens,  the  victuals  being  drefled  on  board 
of  them  ;  and  two  as  ftorefifips,  to  carry  the 
provilions.  There  were,  in  all,  thirty-three 
vefiels  of  different  fizes,  which  formed  a 
pleating  fight  when  they  wrere  all  together. 

In  the  evening,  at  half  pafi:  eight  o’clock, 
when  the  ebb  began  to  fail,  we  came  to  an 
anchor,  with  our  flotilla,  a  little  below  Se- 
rampore. 


*  The  Prinfewlag,  or  Prince  of.  Orange’s  flag,  is  the  name 
given  by  the  Dutch  teamen  ro  the  naval  enfign  of  the  United 
Provinces,  and  the  fame  that  is  dill  the  national  flag,  being 
three  horizontal .flripes,  red,  white,  and  blue.  T. 


At 
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At  four  o’clock  on  the  following  morning, 
upon  the  turning  of  the  tide,  we  again  pro¬ 
ceeded  downwards,  and  at  feven,  we  came 
to  Chitpore,  fituated  about  a  Dutch  mile 
above  Calcutta,  where  we  flopped  for  the 
deputies  from  the  Englifh  council,  who 
*  were  to  come  to  receive  the  diredtor  and 
his  company.  Half  an  hour  afterwards  they 
arrived,  and  paid  a  vifit  of  wc  come  to  the 
diredlor,  in  his  budgerow.  The  chief  of 
them  was  the  fecond  in  comm  and  at  Calcutta , 
Mr.  Russel. 

After  a  flay  of  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour, . 
they  condudted  the  diredlor  on  fhore  ;  and, 
followed  by  the  reft  of  the  company,  they  en¬ 
tered  a  handfome  fummer-houfe,  clofe  to  the 
river,  which  belonged  to  Mr.  Russel. 

We  found  breakfafl  prepared  for  us  here, 
and  after  flopping  about  an  hour,  we  left 
this  place,  in  five  coaches,  fent  by  the  go¬ 
vernor  for  that  purpofe.  Six  of  his  life¬ 
guards  on  horfeback,  drefifed  in  blue,  with 
gold-lace,  rode  by  the  fide  of  the  coach  in 
which  the  diredlor  was.  At  ten  o’clock  we 
were  fet  down  in  Calcutta ,  at  the  houfe  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  reception  of  the  diredlorV - . 

It  was  a  very  handfome  building,  provided 
i  with 
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with  many  and  roomy  apartments,  all  fur-' 
nifhed  in  the  European  ftyle,  and  hung  with 
damafked  filk.  It  was  the  property  of  the 
little  nabob,  or  minifter,  Mahomed  Reza 
Chan,  who  had  purchafed  it  of  an  Eng¬ 
lifh  gentleman,  for  1 20,000  rupees*,  and  al¬ 
ways  refided  in  it  when  he  was  at  Calcutta ; 
but  as  he  was  not  now  in  the  place,  the 
Englifh  government  had  made  ufe  of  it.  On 
the  area,  before  it,  ftood  a  company  of  eighty 
feapoys,  under  arms,  commanded  by  an  Eu¬ 
ropean  officer,  as  a  guard,  in  honour  of  our 
director  ;  which  continued  to  do  duty  as  fuch 
all  the  while  he  remained  at  Calcutta. 

When  the  director  alighted  before  the 
houfe,  a  falute  of  nineteen  guns  was  fired 
from  Fort  William*. 

As  foon  as  we  had  entered  the 
houfe,  the  director  difpatched  one  of  his 
chubdars ,  with  a  meflage  to  the  Englifh  go¬ 
vernor,  who  refided  in  the  governmcnt- 
houfe,  next  to  that,  in  which  we  were,  to 
enquire  if  it  wpre  convenient  for  his  Excel¬ 
lency  for  us  to  wait  upon  him  in  a^body. 
Soon  after,  however,  came  that  gentleman 
himfelf,  accompanied  by  all  the  members 
of  the  council  of  Calcutta ,  to  welcome  the 
director. 
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diredtor.  After  the  firft  complimentary  ce¬ 
remonies  were  over,  Mr.  V -  faid,  that 

the  objedt  of  this  national  vifit,  was  to  con¬ 
gratulate  Mr.  Cartier  upon  his  acceffion 
to  the  governorfhip,  adding,  as  a  particular 
compliment,  that  he  hoped  Mr.  Cartier  ^ 
would  lb  well  manage  affairs,  as  to  be  able  | 
to  return  to  Europe  in  a  few  years ;  to  which  *  1 

that  gentleman  replied  with  a  fmile,  and  ex- 
prefled  his  thanks  by  an  amicable  interchange 
of  civilities. 

Thefe  compliments  were  made  and  re¬ 
turned,  by  the  diredtor  in  French,  and  by 
the  governor  in  Englifh,  the  latter  not  un- 
derffanding  French,  nor  the  former  Englifh, 
while  Mr.  Russel  performed  the  office  of 
interpreter. 

This  vifit  of  ceremony  lafted  more  than 
an  hour.  The  governor  then  departed,  with 
the  gentlemen  of  the  council.  Half  an  hour 

afterwards,  the  diredtor  V- - went  with  us 

to  pay  a  vifit  of  ceremony  in  return,  to  the 
governor,  which  lafled  about  three  quarters 
of  an  hour ;  at  the  conclufion  of  which  he 
condudted  us  ov.f,  accompanying  us  to  the 
fteps,  in  the  fame  way  as  the  director  had 
done  upon  receiving  his  vilit  juft  before. 

5  About 


[  145  1 

About  half  part  twelve  o’clock,  having 
been  formally  invited  to  dinner  by  the  go¬ 
vernor,  we  went  again  to  the  government- 
houfe. 

Here  we  found,  in  a  large  and  airy  faloon, 
a  table  of  fixty  or  feventy  covers.  The  fer- 
vice  'was  entirely  of  plate.  The  director 
was  feated  at  the  upper  end,  on  the  right 
hand  of  the  governor,  having,  on  the  other 
fide,  the  general  of  the  Englifh  land-forces, 
being  the  third  perfon  in  the  council  of 
Calcutta ,  or  rather  the  fecond,  exclufive  of 
the  governor.  The  other  gentlemen  in 
company,  were  placed  promifeuoufly  at  ta¬ 
ble.  Full  half  of  the  guefts  were  officers  of 
the  troops,  for  whom  the  governor  keeps 
every  day  open  houfe. 

When  the  cloth  was  taken  away,  a  hooka, 
which  is  a  glals  filled  with  water,  through 
which  the  fmoke  of  tobacco  is  drawn,  and 
of  which  I  fhall  Ipeak  further,  was  let  be¬ 
fore  every  one  of  the  company,  and  after 
having  fmoked  for  half  an  hour,  we  all  rofe 
from  table,  and  feparated  each  to  his  re- 
fpedive  dwelling. 

The  converfation  was  carried  on  at  table, 
in  a  free  and  unconftrained  manner,  with- 
vol.  i.  l  out 
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out  the  company  being  under  any  fear  of 
reftraint,  from  the  prefence  of  the  governor, 
or  of  other  great  men.  The  fpirit  of  liberty, 
which  animates  a  Briton  in  his  own  country, 
is  repreifed  as  little  here,  as  there.  This 
freedom  and  cafe,  is  diametrically  oppofite 
to  the  ftiff  and  obnoxious  formality,  which 
takes  place  at  Batavia,  in  the  company  of 
the  governor  general,  and  the  counfellors  of 
India.  Indeed,  an  Englishman  could  never 
brook  the  infupportable  arrogance,  with 
which  the  Dutch  Eaft- India  Company’s 
Servants  are  treated  by  their  luperiors,.  as 
■well  at  Batavia,  as  at  the  out-factories.  It 
would  be  well,  if  this  conduct  remained  folely 
confined- to  the  Afiatic  regions,  which  gave 
birth  to  it ;  but,  unfortunately,  we  lee  it 
continued  by  purfe-proud  individuals,  when- 
they  return  to  a  country,  where,  from  the 
mo  ft  ancient  times,  it  is  known  to  be  in 
perfect  contradiction  to  the  genius  and  tem¬ 
per  of  the  inhabitants.  It  is  certain  that  thus 
is  one  reafon,  why  there  are  lb  few  to  be  met 
with,  who  ferve  the  Company  with  fidelity, 
or  a  fenle  of  honour.  Every  one  attends 
lb! civ  to  the  main  bu finch:,  of  well  and 
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time,  when  they  fhall  be  able  to  withdraw 
themfelves,  from  the  infolent  dominion  of 
an  arbitrary  government,  againft  which  little 
or  nothing  can  be  faid  or  done. 

At  fix  o’clock  in  the  evening,  Mr.  Car- 
tier  came  to  fetch  the  director  V — ■ —  and 
his  company,  to  take  a  ride  to  his  country- 
feat,  Belvedere,  about  two  Dutch  miles  from 
Calcutta,  where  we  were  entertained  with 
an  excellent  concert,  performed  by  fome 
amateurs,  and  an  elegant  fupper.  About 
twelve  o’clock  at  night,  we  rode  back  to 
Calcutta. 

The  next  morning,  at  nine  o’clock,  the 
governor  came  again  to  pay  a  vifit  to  Mr. 
V - ,  and  made  him  an  invitation  to  din¬ 

ner,  and  to  a  grand  ball,  which  was  to  be 
given  in  the  evening,  at  the  courthoufe. 
Hither  we  went,  at  l'even  o’clock,  and  the 
ball  was  opened  by  Mrs.  Cartier  and  Mr. 

The  company  were  very  numerous,  and 
all  magnificently  dreffed,  efpecially  the  la¬ 
dies,  who  were  decorated  with  immenfe 
quantities  of  jewels.  A  collation  was  ferved 
ill  an  adjoining  apartment,  and  the  whole 
V  l  2  was 
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Was  conduced  with  great  elegance,  lafting 
till  the  next  morning. 

This  clay  being  appointed  for  us  to  fet  oft 
on  our  return  to  Chinfurah ,  we  went  at 
nine  o’clock  in  the  morning,  with  the  di¬ 
rector,  to  lake  leave  of  Mr.  Cartier,  and 
the  other  gentlemen  who  had  been  to  fee 
us,  and  dined  at  Mr.  Russel’s,  whence 
we  took  our  departure,  about  half  paft  three 
in  the  afternoon,  in  coaches,  for  Cbitpore , 
where  our  little  fleet  was  lying,  ready  to 
receive  us. 

The  director  was  faluted,  on  leaving  the 
place,  as  he  had  been  on  his  arrival,  with 
nineteen  guns  from  Fort  William.  The  f x 
lifeguards  cf  the  governor,  who  always  ac¬ 
companied  Mr.  V - ,  when  he  went  out, 

while  he  flayed,  did  not  leave  us  till  wc 
came  to  Chitpcre,  where  he  gave  them  a 
handfome  prefent  in  moneys  as  he  had  done 
to  all  the  fervants  of  the  governor  who  had 
attended  him,  which  altogether  amounted 
to  full  a  thoufand.  rupees,  or  fifteen  hundred 
gilders. 

The  fame  deputies  who  had  come  to 

Cbitpore ,  to  receive  Mr.  V - conducted 

him 
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him  again  on  board  his  budgerow.  We  de¬ 
parted  hence,  at  lunfet,  with  the  floodtide, 
upwards,  and  reached  Garetti  early  the  next 
morning,  where  we  were  received  by  Mr. 
Chevalier,  at  his  country- houfe,  and  took 
our  breakfaft  with  him.  We  found  here 

the  carriages  of  the  diredtor  V - ,  ready 

to  carry  us  to  Chinfurah. 

At  nine  o’clock,  we  rode  from  Garetti  to 
Chandernagore  ;  and  after  having  paid  fome 
vifits  in  that  place,  we  proceeded  to  Chin¬ 
furah,  where  we  alighted  before  the  houfe 

of  the  diredtor  F - ,  under  a  falute  of 

twenty-one  guns  from  the  battery.  Thence 

the  diredtor  V - led  us  to  his  own  houfe 

in  the  lodge,  where  we  found  all  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  council,  affembled  to  meet  him  ; 
and  were  entertained  at  dinner  by  Mr.  F — c 

On  the  8th  of  March,  Mr.  F -  was 

formally  announced,  as  director  of  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  trade  in  the  kingdoms  of  Bengal ,  Ba - 

bar,  and  Qrixa ,  by  Mr.  V - ,  who  had 

fixed  his  departure  to  be  eight  days  after¬ 
wards. 

On  this  occafion,  all  the  lervants  of  the 
company,  from  the  highefl  to  the  lowed:, 
affembled,  at  feven  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
l  3  at 
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at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  V - ,  where  a  coftlv 

breakfafl:  was  provided  for  them.  The  * 
wives  of  thofe  who  were  married,  were 
equally  prefent.  The  garrifon  was  under 
arms,  in  the  court-yard,  within  the  lodge. 

About  nine  o’clock,  both  the  directors,, 
with  all  the  members  of  the  council,  afcend- 
ed  the  platform,  over  the  landgate,  where 

the  commiffioii  given  to  Mr.  F - by  the 

council  of  India  at  Batavia ,  was  read  aloud 
by  the  fecretary,  after  which  a  difcharge 
was  made,  of  three  voilies  by  the  military, 
and  one-and-twenty  guns  by  the  battery. 

Returned  to  the  council-chamber,  the 

commiffion  was  again  read,  and  Mr.  V - ■ 

addreffed  Mr.  F - ,  and  the  members  of 

the  council,  in  a  fpeech,  by  which  he  af- 
fured  that  gentleman,  of  his  fatisfa&don, 
that  the  time  was  now  come,  when  he  was 
relieved  from  the  heavy  burden  of  an  office, 
which  he  had  filled  for  upwards  of  five 
years,  during  which  period  he  had  promoted, 
as  much  as  his  humble  abilities  admitted, 
the  intereft  of  the  company  ;  and  adding, 
that  his  fatisfa&ion  was  greatly  increafed, 
by  having  to  refign  his  government  into  the 
hands  of  a  mod:  worthy  fueceffor,  and  his 
fincere 
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sincere  friend.  To  this  fpeech,  Mr.  F - * 

replied  by  another,  couched  in  the  mofl  po¬ 
lite  terms,  and  in  which  he  was  not  /paring 

in  panegyrics  of  Mr.  V - ,  and  of  his 

lady. 

The  whole  ceremony  was  concluded  in 

the  evening,  by  a  ball,  given  by  Mr.  F - , 

in  the  garden  of  Wclgelegen. 

The  following  day,  the  directors  received 
a  letter  from  Patna,  which  is  a  large  city 
in  the  kingdom  of  Bahar ,  about  ninety 
leagues  diftant  from  Chinfurah,  where  the 
Company  have  a  fadlory,  for  the  opium  and 
faltpetre  trade,  informing  them,  that  the  ra¬ 
vages  of  famine  were  there  fo  great,  that 
hundreds  of  Indians  perilhed  daily  for  want 
<of  food ;  fo  that  our  people  avoided  going  out 
of  the  lodge,  in  order  not  to  behold  the  mife- 
ry  of  thefe  wretched  inhabitants,  who  lay  dy¬ 
ing  in  crouds,  along  the  ftreets  and  highways, 
merely  for  want  of  nourifhment.  The  fur- 
vivors  began  even  to  attempt  fatisfying  their 
craving  hunger,  with  the  fleili  of  the  dead, 
in  order  to  preferve  their  own  exiitence. 
In  this  inftance,  the  obfe’rvation,  that  nature 
.overcomes  precept,  was  forcibly  verified  ; 
for  thefe  poor,  fuperftitious  heathens,  into 
l  4.  whom, 
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whom,  from  their  childhood,  an  abhorrence 
of  every  kind  of  animal  food  is  inftilled, 
and  more  Specially  with  refpeft  to  human 
fle/h,  on  account  of  their  belief  in  the  trans¬ 
migration  of  fouls,  now  fought  to  prolong 
their  miferable  exigence  a  little  while,  by- 
devouring  the  fle/h  of  their  fellow-creatures. 

The  dire  efFefts  of  fam:n»  ton  ■  felt 
in  Bengal .  At  Chinfurah ,  a  woman,  taking 
her  two  l'mall  children  in  her  arms,  plunged 
into  the  Ganges,  and  drowned  herfelf,  not 
poflefling,  or.  being  able  to  procure,  any 
tmn'i  to  Satisfy  the  raging  hunger  of  her 
tuner  Spring.  The  bonks  of  f  .e  .  ■  er 
were  covered  with  dying  people  ;  kune  of 
whom,  unable  to  defend  theinlldvcs,  though 
ft  ill  alive,  were  devoured  by  the  jackais. 
This  happened  even  in  the  town  of  Cbinjit- 
rab  i  tie  if,  where  a  poor  fick  Bengalelc,  who 
had  kid  hlmlelf  down  in  the  ftreet,  without 
any  aftiftance  being  offered  to  him  by  any 
body,  was  attacked  in  the  night  by  the 
jackals,  and  devoured  alive  ;  and  though  he 
had  ftrength  enough  to  cry  out  for  heip,  no 
one  would  leave  his  own  abode,  to  deliver 
the  poor  wretch,  who  was  found,  in  the 
morning,  dead,  and  half-devoured. 


The 
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The  Bengalefe  will  feldom  affift  each 
other,  unleis  thav  happen  to  be  friends,  or 
relations,  and  then  the  fervice  that  they  ren¬ 
der,  only  confifts  in  carrying  the  fuffcrer  to 
the  water  of  the  Ganges  ^  to  let  him  die  there, 
or  be  carried  away  by  the  ftream,  and  refign 
his  breath  in  its  waves;  for  they  all  trull:, 
that  by  this  means,  they  will  be  purified 
from  mold  of  their  fins,  and  their  fouls  be 
translated  into  the  body  of  an  happier 
creature. 

This  dreadful  calamity  was  occafioned, 
partly  by  the  failure  of  the  rice-harveft,  the 
preceding  year,  but  it  may  chiefly  be  attri¬ 
buted,  to  the  monopoly  which  the  Englifli 
had  made  of  the  rice,  which  was  reaped  the 
feafon  before,  and  which  they  now  held  at  fo 
high  a  price,  that  the  natives,  moft  of  whom 
could  earn  no  more  than  one,  or  one  and  a 
half,  idiver  (penny J  per  day,  out  of  which 
they  had  to  maintain  a  wife  and  children, 
could  not  buy,  for  this  trifle  of  money,  the 
tenth  part  of  the  rice  they  wanted,  the  con- 
fequences  of  which  were,,  that  whole  fami¬ 
lies  perifhed  miferably. 

The  evil  was  augmented  by  another' 
fcourge,  alrnofd  equallycalamitous,  the  fmall- 

pox. 
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pox,  which  attacked  people  of  all  ages,  and 
brought  many  to  the  grave. 

This  added  to  the  contagion  which  had 
already  contaminated  the  air,  thnr-gh  the 
number  of  pw;, hed  bodies  which  lay 
unburied,  or  unburnt,  along  the  banks  of 
the  river;  hence  the  mortality  encreafed 
more  and  more,  efpecially  after  my  having 

left  Bengal.  The  director  F -  died  of 

the  fmall-pox,  in  the  month  of  May  enfuing, 
as  I  was  informed,  juft  before  my  departure 
from  Batavia. 

The  heat  of  the  weather  now  likewife 
augmented,  from  day  to  day,  lb  that  at  noon 
it  equalled,  and  fometimes  .  furpafted,  the 
warmth  of  the  blood :  men  and  animals 
could  fcarcely  breathe ;  and,  although  the 
heat  was  conftderably  left  within  doors,  than 
in  the  open  air,  it  was,  nevertheleft,  fcarcely 
fupportahle  to  me,  and  to  every  one,  who 
had  not  been  uied  to  it.  Water  was  poured, 
from  time  to  time,  upon  the  ftones  of  the 
court-vards  round  the  houfes,  which  afforded 
a  momentary  coolnefs,  but  it  foon  vanifhed 
before  the  fcorching  rays  of  the  fun.  The 
water  taken  out  of  the  Ganges ,  differed  only 
eight  or  ten  degrees  in  warmth,  from  the  air 

in 


[  155  ] 


in  the  (hade  where  ray  thermometer  hung ; 
this  flood,  in  the  latter  end.  of  the  month, 
at  104°,  and,  when  I  took  the  tube  in  my 
hand,  the  mercury  fell  to  98°  ;  whence  it 
appeared,  that  the  heat  of  the  outward  air, 
furpalfed  that  of  the  blood,  by  6°. 

On.  the  15th  of  March,  which  was  the 

day  on  which  the  director  V - was  to 

leave  Chinfurah,  for  the  road  of  Ingelke , 
where  the  fhip  Ritthem  lay  ready  to  convey 
him  to  Batavia ,  all  the  Company’s  fervants 
affembled  anew,  with  their  wives,  early  in 
the  morning,  at  the  direilor’s  houfe,  in  order 
to  take  leave  of  him  and  his  family,  and  to 
wifh  them  a  profperous  voyage;  for  that  gen¬ 
tleman  thought  himfelf  of  too  much  confe- 
quence  to  go  to  them  himfelf,  to  take  leave. 

This  conduit  was  flrongly  contrafled  with 
that  of  Mr.  Faillefert  ;  when  he  left  the 
colony,  although  he  enjoyed  the  dignity  of 
counfellor  of  India,  his  affability,  and  other 
virtues,  endeared  his  memory,  as  well  to  the 
fervants  of  the  Company,  and  to  the  other 
Europeans  fettled  in  Bengal ,  as  to  the  native 
inhabitants.  It  was  exactly  the  reverie  in. 
the  inflance  I  am  fpeaking  of,  Mr.  V— — 
being  equally  detefled  by  them  all. 

1  At 
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At  eight  o’clock,  the  keys  of  the  lodge,  or 
fort,  were  brought  in  by  an  officer,  upon  a 
lilver  waiter,  and  were  delivered  by  the 

director  V - ,  to  his  fucceffor  in  the  direc- 

torffiip,  Mr.  F - . 

A  few  minutes  afterwards,  having  taken 
his  leave  of  all  the  perfons  prefent,  on  which 
occafion  the  complimentary  parade  was  even 
accompanied  by  tears,  either  of  genuine  re¬ 
gret,  or  -,f  by •vv-.tical  affectation,  Mr. 

V - left  the  houfe  and  the  lodge  with  his 

family ;  he  was  conduced  by  the  whole 
affembty  to  the  quay,  where  the  budgero-ws 
were  lying  in  readinefs.  On  the  way,  he 
fcattered  foine  money  from  his  palankeen, 
among  the  Indians ;  and  was  faluted,  when 
he  left  the  ffiore,  by  one-and-twenty  guns 

from  the  battery.  Mr.  F - ,  with  feveral 

other  ladies  and  gentlemen,  intending  to  ac¬ 
company  Mr.  V - down  to  Fuhab,  in¬ 

vited  me  to  go  with  them,  which  I  the  more 
willingly  did,  having  iome  affairs  of  my  own 
to  tranfaCt  at  Calcutta ,  where  the  director 
and  his  company  were  to  ffop  two  days,  be¬ 
fore  they  proceeded  to  Fultah. 

We  arrived  the  next  morning  at  that  place, 
where  the  directors  were  tainted  with  nine¬ 


teen 
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teen  guns  from  Fort  William.  We  were  all 
iumptuoufly  entertained  at  dinner,  by  the 
Englifh  governor,  and  invited  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  to  be  fpedators  at  a  play,  which,  as  at 
Chandernagore ,  was  performed  by  fome  ama¬ 
teurs,  in  a  houfe  ere&ed  for  that  purpofe. 
A  little  before  the  eonclufion  of  the  perform¬ 
ance,  Mr.  F- -  received  a  letter  from 

Chinfurah ,  informing  him,  that  his  lady  was 
at  the  point  of  death  ■,  whereupon  that  gen¬ 
tleman  relolved  to  return  the  fame  night  to 
Chinfurah ,  and  requeued  me  to  accompany 
him. 

Having  done  what  I  wanted  for  myfelf, 
at  Calcutta ,  I  was  glad  to  return  again  to 
Chinfurah ,  as  the  time  was  fall  approaching, 
when  I  was  to  leave  the  Ganges ,  and  befides, 
the  company  I  was  with,  was  not  the  moil 
agreeable  to  me. 

At  midnight,  after  having  fupped  with  the 
governor,  we  departed  up  the  river  in  Mr. 

F - ’s  hudgeroiv,  and  readied  Chinfurah  at 

feven  o’clock  in  tire  morning,  where  Mr. 

F- - was  received  with  a  falute  cf  one- 

and-twenty  guns. 

Mrs.  F - died  on  the  27th  of  March, 

and  was  interred,  with  great  pomp,  on  the 
5  29th. 
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49th.  Her  hufband  belonged  to  the  frater¬ 
nity  of  free-mafons,  and  all  the  brethren,  and 
the  wives  of  Inch  as  were  married,  wore  the 
mourning  of  the  order,  w-ish  conlifted  in  a 
black  ribbon  banging  on  the  breaft,  with  the 
inlignia  of  the  order  pendent  from  it. 

The  departure  of  my  (hip  was,  in  the 
mean  time,  put  oft  from  day  to  day,  becaufe 
the  papers  which  were  to  be  conveyed  to 
Batavia  by  her,  were  not  yet  in  readinefs. 
This  was  chiefly  occahoned,  by  the  negli- 
gence.with  which  the  affairs  of  the  Company 
had  been  managed,  during  the  latter  part 

of  the  adminiftration  of  the  director  V - ; 

and  I  was  of  opinion  that  this  was  defignedly 
done,  in  order  that,  if  forced  to  flay  too  long 
in  Bengal ,  I  might  be  neceffitated  to  take  my 
paflage  through  the  Straits  of  Malacca ,  in 
which  cafe,  there  would  be  no  poffibility  of 
my  reaching  Batavia,  fori;.'.;  -  than  the  middle 
of  November;  and  even  if  the  monloon 
changed  earlier  than  ufual,  I  lhould  be  obliged 
to  remain  in  the  Ganges  till  the  next  feafon  ; 
fo  that  he  would  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
failing  for  Europe,  before  the  papers,  which 
were  to  come  by  my  fhip,  would  have  reach¬ 
ed  Batavia ,  and  which  he  was  confcious 
would 
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would  contain  very  ferious  matter,  tl^|t 
would  be  of  great  prejudice  to  him,  and,  in 
confequence  of  the  appearance  of  which,  he 
would  be  obliged  to  remain  in  India,  to  ren¬ 
der  an  account  of  his  adminiftration.  His 
fears  on  this  head  were,  in  fa<ft,  realized,  for 
I  was  fortunate  enough  to  reach  the  capital  in 
time. 

At  laft  theft  papers  were  got  ready,  and, 
on  the  31ft  of  May,  they  were  delivered  to  me 
by  the  fecretary  of  police ;  at  the  fame  time 
I  received  the  difpatches  for  the  governor 

general,  from  the  director  F - .  This 

gentleman  endeavoured  to  perfuade  me  to 
flay  that  night  at  Chinfurah ,  being  fearful 
that  I  ffiould  be  overtaken  by  a  thunderftorm, 
which  feemed  to  be  brewing  over  us ;  but 
having  nothing  in  view,  but  to  make  all  pof- 
fible  fpeed  to  leave  the  Ganges ,  before  the  bad 
ftafon,  which  was  very  near  at  hand,  ftiould 
fet  in,  I  left  Chinfurah ,  the  fame  evening,  in 
a  hudgeroic. 

It  was  when  we  were  before  Chanderna- 
gore,  that  the  ftorm  bur  ft  upon  us,  with  loud 
thunder,  and  tremendous  flaffies  of  light¬ 
ning,  and  the  wind  blew  fo  hard  from  the 
fouth,  that  it  was  with  difficulty  we  could 

get 
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gff  to  Garetti,  where  we  anchored  at  mid¬ 
night. 

The  following  day,  rowing  down  the  ri¬ 
ver  with  the  ebb-tide,  we  palled  Calcutta ,  in 
the  forenoon,  and  at  two  o’clock  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon,  we  flopped  for  the  tide,  at  a  place 
which  we  call  the  Boler-tol,  or  Butter-toll 
houfe ,  and  found  ourfelves  under  the  ncceffity 
of  lying  here  all  night,  on  account  of  the  vio¬ 
lent  foutherly  wind. 

We  fell  down  again  the  next  day,  with 
the  ebb,  but  made  but  little  progrels,  as  we 
had  a  pretty  high  gale  from  the  fouth,  and 
were  not  able  to  advance  farther  than 
Rajapore ,  which  is  one  Dutch  mile  and  a  half 
above  Fultah. 

At  eight  o’clock,  a.m.  on  the  3d  of  April, 
we  arrived  at  Fultah ,  Stopping  here,  we 
found  a  (loop,  with  the  allowance  of  fpirits 
for  my  flflp.  At  nine  o’clock,  another  ar¬ 
rived  with  a  part  of  my  cargo,  and  which 
had  to  take  an  anchor  on  board,  for  my  fliip, 
in  the  place  of  one  that  had  been  broken. 
Befides  this,  there  were  more  goods  intended 
to  form  part  of  my  cargo,  winch  had  been 
put  on  board  of  lmall  veflels,  but  which 
were  not  of  a  fufficient  fize  to  navigate  the 
river 
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river  farther  down,  in  this  advanced  feafon  of 
the  year,  and  had  therefore  remained  leveral 
days  waiting  for  a  Hoop,  in  which  they 
might  refhip  their  cargoes.  Fortunately  one 
arrived  at  night,  into  which  the  goods  were 
all  put.  The  cargo,  however,  was  ftill  in¬ 
complete  j  fome  part  of  it  being  yet  expedled 
from  above,  but  I  had  no  inclination  to  Hay 
longer  for  it.  I  accordingly  put  off  at  nine 
o’clock,  a.M.  with  the  three  Hoops,  in  one 
of  which  I  embarked,  and  fent  my  budge  row 
back  to  Chinfurah.  At  two,  p.m.  we  an¬ 
chored  before  the  Garnaale  Spruit ,  or  Shrimp 
Channel,  whence  we  fet  fail  again  in  the 
evening,  anchoring  at  one  o’clock  in  the 
night,  about  half  a  Dutch  mile  below  Dover. 
The  next  morning,  at  nine  o’clock,  we  again 
got  under  fail,  and  proceeded  downwards, 
anchoring  at  three,  p.m.  by  the  Haze  Spruit, 
or  Hare  Channel,  and  at  three  the  next 
morning,  before  the  channel  of  Cajoree.  On 
the  6th,  about  nine  o’clock,  p.m.  we  again 
got  under  weigh,  and  came  on  board  of  my 
Ihip,  the  Cornelia  Hilkgonda ,  in  the  road  of 
Ingellee ,  at  noon. 

We  immediately  occupied  ourlelves  with 
(hipping  the  goods  conveyed  by  the  (loops, 

•  vol.  i.  m  which 
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which  took  us  up  the  remaining  part  of  that 
day,  and  part  of  the  next. 

As  foon  as  I  came  on  board,  the  pilot 
who  was  to  have  charge  of  the  fhip  out  to 
fea,  informed  me,  that  he  was  very  averfe 
to  undertake  it,  as  the  monfoon  was  already 
changed,  and  we  had  to  expedt  bad  weather 
every  day  ;  and  that  if  we  were  overtaken 
by  it  while  we  were  between  the  banks,  the 
fhip  would  certainly  run  the  greateft  danger 
of  being  loft.  However,  after  a  fmall  pre- 
fent  had  infufed  fome  courage  into  him,  he 
promifed  to  make  the  trial,  provided  I  wait¬ 
ed  no  longer  for  the  reft  of  the  cargo,  which 
was  ftill  expedfed  from  Chinfurah ,  to  which  I 
agreed  ;  and  thereupon  calling  the  fhip’s 
council  together  *,  we  were  unanimoufly  of 
opinion, 

*  The  captains  of  fhips  in  the  fervice  of  the  Dutch  Eaft- 
India  Company,  are  obliged,  by  their  articles,  to  confult  their 
lieutenants  refpefting  the  courfe  to  be"  fleered  ;  and  if  they 
cannot  agree,  a  council  is  to  be  fummoned,  confifting  of^thc 
five  principal  officers  on  board,  including  the  captain,  where 
the  matter  is  decided  by  a  majority  of  votes.  This  council 
likewife,  takes  cognizance  of  whatever,  not  relating  diredly 
to  the  navigation  of  the  fliip,  may  be  called  extraordinary  cir- 
cumftances  ;  and  determines,  among  other  things,  refpefting 
the  diminution,  or  increafe,  of  the  allowance  to  the  crew ;  the 
touching  at  any  places  for  reparation,  or  refrefhment ;  the 

time 
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opinion,  that  it  was  more  for  the  advantage 
of  the  Company  to  leave  what  ftill  remain¬ 
ed  behind,  of  the  cargo,  than  to  incur  the 
rilk  of  being  obliged  to  ftay  with  the  Ihip  in 
the  Ganges ,  till  the  next  feafon. 

On  the  8th  of  April,  every  thing  being 
ready,  we  weighed,  and  fell  down  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon  with  the  ebb,  anchoring  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  clofe  by  a  buoy,  upon  a  ridge  of  fand 
that  thoots  ftraight  athwart  the  palfage. 
Weighing  again  with  the  beginning  of  the 
ebb,  we  worked  farther  down,  againft  the 
s.w.  winds,  till  on  the  ioth,  we  got  fafe 
without  the  banks,  and  into  the  open  fea.  By 
the  pilot,  who  left  us  at  midnight,  I  fent 
fome  letters  up  to  Chinfurah. 

We  were  now  apprehenfive,  that,  as  we 
had  to  expedl  nothing  but  fouth-wefterly 
winds,  and  our  intended  courfe  was  direct 
fouth,  in  order  to  get  above  the  Andaman  and 
Nicobar  Iflands,  we  fhould  be  forced  below 
them,  and  thereby  likewife  fall  to  leeward 
of  the  point  of  Acheen ,  the  northweft  end  of 
Sumatra  ;  in  which  cafe,  nothing  would  re¬ 
time  to  be  parted  there,  &c.  as  per  art.  III.  IV.  V.  and  VI. 
of  the  Eaft-India  Company’s  Anikei-brief,  or  articles  of  en¬ 
gagement,  entered  into  by  the  perfons  in  their  employ.  T. 

m  2  main 
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main  for  us,  than  to  pafs  through  the  ftraits  of 
Malacca  to  Batavia ,  and  thereby  considerably 
lengthen  the  duration  of  our  voyage. 

But  our  fears  were  fortunately,  in  this 
inftance,  not  realifed.  We  paffed  to  the 
windward  of  thofe  islands,  So  as  not  to  fee 
them. 

On  the  '3d  of  May,  we  found  ourfelves  in 
the  north  latitude  of  y°,  which  is  that  of  the 
fouthernmofl  of  the  Nicobar  Iflands.  Hav¬ 
ing,  therefore,  got  beyond  thefe,  we  enter¬ 
tained  hopes  of  a  Speedy  proSecution  of  our 
voyage  round  Sumatra .  The  ludden  fqualls, 
or  whirlwinds,  which  came  upon  us  aim  oil 
every  day,  were  our  chief,  hindrance;  they 
often  rufhed  on  us  So  unexpectedly,  that  we 
had  fcarce  Sufficient  time  to  take  in  our 
fails  ;  they  were  ufually  fuccceded  by  dead 
calms,  which  lafted  the  remainder  of  the 
day;  and  we  were  hereby  greatly  impeded 
in  our  progrefs. 

Very  unexpectedly,  at  daybreak,  on  the 
ioth  of  May,  being  in  the  north  latitude  of 
four  degrees  and  a  half,  we  discovered  the 
ifland  Sumatra,  not  far  from  the  point  of 
Acheen. 

We  had  obferved  Some  figns  of  land  for  a. 

few 


[  >65  t 

few  days  before,  namely,  we  had  feen  pieces 
of  wood  and  bamboo  floating  on  the  water  ; 
but  we  flattered  ourfelves  that  thefe  came 
from  the  Nicobar  Iflands.  We  now  found 
that  the  currents,  which  muft  have  only  let 
to  the  northeaftward,  after  our  palling  thol'c 
iflands  (for  had  they  driven  us  before  in 
an  eafterly  dire&ion,  we  muft  have  run  in 
light  of  them),  had  carried  us  full  thirty- 
three  leagues  towards  the  eaft.  ’ 

We  were,  by  computation,  four  leagues 
and  a  half  off  Ihore,  when  we  made  the  land. 
It  appeared  to  the  eaft  like  fmall  iflands,  but 
more  northerly,  like  connected  land,  with 
high  mountains  inward. 

Fortunately,  we  were  fifteen  or  twenty 
leagues  to  windward  of  the  point  of  Acbeen\ 
for  had  we  fallen  clofe  in  with  it,  or  to  lee¬ 
ward  of  it,  we  Ihould,  for  certain,  have  loft 
the  opportunity  of  palling  round  Sumatra. 
We  yet  ran  lb  me  danger  of  being  driven 
to  leeward,  from  the  continual  calms,  and 
the  ftron°j  currents,  which  fometimes  let  to 
the  north,  and  fometimes'to  the  foutheaft. 

Frequently,  when  we  were  driving  along, 
in  a  dead  calm,  I  had  the  boat  hoifted  out, 
in  order  to  obferve  the  courfe  of  the  current. 

m  3  For 
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For  this  purpofe,  a  heavy  grapnel  was  fas¬ 
tened  in  a  large  tub,  and  attached  to  a  coil 
of  rope,  that  was  long  enough  to  let  down 
this  apparatus,  fix  or  (even  hundred  fathoms 
below  the  Surface  of  the  fea ;  and  as  there 
was  no  current  at  that  depth,  the  boat  lay, 
as  it  were,  at  anchor,  and  bore  up  with  its 
head  to  the  current.  In  order,*  in  the  next 
place  to  afcertain  the  exa£t  direction  and  de¬ 
gree  of  vapidity  of  the  current,  one  of  our 
Sweeps  was  taken,  the  leaf  of  which  was 
painted  white,  a  weight  was  fattened  to  the 
other  end,  to  as  to  make  it  ltand  upright  in 
the  water,  with  the  white  part  five  or  fix 
feet  above  the  Surface.  To  this  end,  a  log¬ 
line  was  attached,  in  order  to  See  how  far 
the  Sweep  would  be  driven  away  from  the 
boat,  by  the  current,  in  a  given  time,  to 
be  obServed  by  a  ftop-watch,  and  towards 
what  point  of  the  compafs,  having  one  with 
us  in  the  boat,  for  that  purpofe. 

In  the  ipace  of  five  minutes,  I  found  that 
the  Sweep  was  driven  by  the  current,  in  the 
direction  of  north,  by  weft,  to  a  diftance  of 
two  hundred  and  twenty-fix  Rhineland  feet 
from  the  boat,  which  may  be  eftimated  to 
make  about  three  leagues  in  four-and-twenty 
hours. 
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hours.  This  was  the  refult  of  our  experi¬ 
ment  the  firft  day,  but  in  the  following  days, 
we  found  the  currents  fet  to  the  northeaft, 
at  the  rate  of  five  or  fix  leagues  in  twenty- 
four  hours. 

But  not  having  always  an  opportunity  of 
hoifting  out  the  boat,  I  caufed  a  lead  of 
feventy  pounds  in  weight,  to  be  let  down  by 
the  founding-line,  to  the  depth  of  eighty  or 
ninety  fathoms,  and  fattening  an  empty  calk 
to  it,  which  held  up  the  lead,  and  was  kept 
ftationary  by  it,  the  {hip  drove  away  from  it, 
by  the  current ;  for  {he  had  no  other  mo¬ 
tion,  on  account  of  the  calm.  We  found 
by  this,  that  the  currents  {et  more  to  the 
eaft,  and  foutheaft,  every  day  $  and  on  the 
15th  of  May,  we  lucceeded  in  getting  off 
from  the  Ihore,  which  we  loft  fight  of  that 
day,  at  noon. 

We  now  purfued  our  voyage  with  lefs 
apprehenfion,  yet  we  made  no  greater  pro- 
grefs  than  before,  by  the  continual  calms, 
which  were  only  interrupted  by  fudden 
whirlwinds,  of  an  hour*  or  two  in  duration  *. 

*  From  the  frequency  of  thefe  fudden  fqualls,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Sumatra,  the  Portuguefe  fir  ft,  and  afterwards 
the  Englilh  leamen,  have  given  them  the  name  of  the  ifland, 
and  call  them  fumatras.  T. 

m  4  On 
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On  the  1 5th  of  May,  the  fun  rofe,  during 
an  eclipfe,  which  was  then  full  two-thirds 
completed.  I  obferved  the  end  of  the 
eclipfe,  fifty-eight  minutes,  and  thirty  fe- 
conds  after  fix  -o’clock  :  this  was  to  have 
been  at  Chandernagore,  at  thirty  minutes 
paft  fix  ;  thus,  the  difference  of  time,  be¬ 
tween  that  place,  and  where  we  were,  was 
28'  30" ;  or  70  8'  longitude,  that  we  were  to 
the  eaftward  of  Cbandernagore ,  whofe  longi¬ 
tude  we  knew  was  105°  1'  eaft  from  Tene¬ 
rife,  and  our  eftimation  was  1 1 1 0  95';  hence 
we  found  that  we  were  eleven  leagues  more 
to  the  eaftward  than  by  the  fhip’s  reckoning. 
The  day  before  we  had  paffed  the  line  to  the 
fouthward. 

On  the  29th  of  that  month,  we  met,  and 
hailed,  the  Eaft-India  Company’s  fhip,  Dui- 
nenburg ,  Captain  John  Verheek,  from 
the  coaft  of  Mallabar ;  fhe  had  left  Cochin 
on  the  4th,  and  was  equally  bound  to  Ba¬ 
tavia.  We  failed  in  company,  till  the  4th 
of  June,  when  we  left  her  behind,  and  loft 
fight  of  her.  .  . 

The  following  days,  we  faw  many  figns  of 
land,  as  rockweed,  bamboos,  large  pieces  of 
wood,  and  a  fpecies  of  red  blubber,  or  mollufca , 
floating 
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floating  on  the  water  ;  likewife  feveral  land- 
birds,  and  a  number  of  white  and  yellow 
tropic  birds.  Sometimes  whole  trees  float¬ 
ed  by  the  fhip,  with  their  branches  and 
roots,  yet  frelh  and  uninjured.  We  con¬ 
cluded,  that  all  this  came  from  the  ifland 
Engano  ;  for  when  we  flood  towards  Suma¬ 
tra,  we  met  with  hardly  any  of  them. 

On  the  ioth  of  June,  we  again  faw  the 
ifland  of  Sumatra ,  and  the  high  hill  of  Sil- 
lebar ,  which  lies  near  Bencoolen,  and  we  found 
that  we  were  thirty-fix  leagues  more  to  the 
weftward,  than  by  the  fliip’s  reckoning. 

The  foutheafterly  winds,  now  blowing 
very  hard  along  the  well  coaft,  we  were 
obliged  to  work  up  againft  the  wind,  to¬ 
wards  the  ftraits  of  Sunda,  and  it  was  not 
before  the  20th  of  June,  that  we  came  abreaft 
of  the  Flat  Point,  and  Princes  Ifland  ;  and 
on  the  25th  we  anchored  in  the  bay  of  Anjer , 
whence  we  fet  fail  the  next  day,  and  arrived 
in  fafety,  in  the  road  of  Batavia,  on  the  2d 
of  July,  having  had  noy  more  than  four  men 
xlead,  during  the  voyage."  • 
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of  Africa. — Anchorage  at  Rob  be  n  IJland. 


.AlS  foon  as  I  came  on  fhore,  I  found  that 
my  Chip  had,  the  fame  morning,  been  ap¬ 
pointed  to,  return  to  Europe,  as  forerunner  * 
of  the  fleet,  for  the  chamber  of  Enkhuizen. 
But  going  the  fame  evening  to  give  an  ac¬ 
count  of  my  Bengal  voyage,  to  the  governor 
general  Van  der  Parra,  his  excellency 

*  The  homeward-bound  Dutch  Eaft-India  Company’s 
fliips,  are  divided  at  Batawia ,  into  two  fleets,  one  of  which 
generally  leaves  India  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  the  other 
fome  months  afterwards ;  arfd  fome  days  before  the  departure 
of  each,  a  Angle  (hip  fails  for  Europe,  which  is  called  the 
voorzeiider,  or  forerunner.  Except,  however,  in  war-time, 
thefe  lliips  feldom  fail,  or  keep  together,  though  they  ufually 
rendezvous  at  the  Cape  sfGscd  Hope.  T, 
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told  me,  it  would  be  better  for  me,  that  I 
fhould  return  to  Europe,  in  a  large  fhip  of 
a  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  for  the  chamber  of 
Amjlerdam ,  than  in  a  fmall  vefifel,  like  the 
Cornelia  Hillegonda ,  for  ia  chamber  of  lefs 
confequence.  On  this  account,  the  next 
day,  in  the  council  of  India,  the  command 
was  given  to  me,  of  the  fhip,  V  Huis  ter 
Myet  being  one  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  feet, 
and  which  was  bound  for  the  chamber  of 
Amjlerdam.  At  the  fame  time,  the  com¬ 
mandant,  and  upper  comptroller  of  equip¬ 
ment  of  Batavia ,  Anthony  Vogelzang, 
was  appointed  commodore  of  the  homeward 
fleet ;  but  this  gentleman  dying  foon  after, 
^aptain  Frederick  Kelger,  of  the  fhip 
Kroonenburg,  was  appointed  in  his  ftead  *. 

On  the  1 5th  of  July,  I  took  over  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  fhip,  V  Huis  ter  Mye,  from 
Captain  Hartz,  and  three  days  afterwards, 

*  The  command  of  the  fleet  is  given  to  the  fenior  captain, 
unlefs  when  a  paflenger  of  higher  rank,  in  the  Company’s 
ferv!ce  (ior  all  perfons  in  t'jeir  employ,  whether  in  a  civil,  a 
naval,  or  military  ftarion,  have'their  refpcftive  ranks),  ha j  pens 
to  be  returning  to  Europe,  and  then  the  paflenger,  whether  he 
be  in  a  naval,  or  in  a  civil  capacity,  is  appointed  the  commo¬ 
dore,  and  the  fhip  he  goes  by,  becomes  the  flag-lhip.  T, 

I  gave 
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I  gave  up  to  Captain  Martin  Labaan, 
that  of  the  Cornelia  Hillegonda. 

On  the  17th  of  September,  at  about  half 
paft  five  in  the  morning,  juft  as  the  day  be¬ 
gan  to  break',  thevftiock  of  an  earthquake 
was  felt  at  Batavia ,  which  lafted  full  two 
minutes,  but  did  not  do  much  damage.  The 
water  in  the  canals  tolling  to  and  fro  with 
impetuofitv,  feemed,  by  its  agitation,  as  if 
boiling.  Whatever  was  pendent  in  the 
houfes,  like  chandeliers  and  glals  lanthorns, 
was  in  motion  for  three  quarters  of  an  hour 
afterwards.  All  the  clocks,  both  within 
and  without  the  city,  the  pendulums  of 
which  ofcillated  eaft  and  weft,  ftood  ftill ; 
but  thofe  that  hung  to  the  north  and  fouthjgfc 
were  not  affe&ed.  A  clock  which  was  in 
the  houfe  I  was  in,  ftood  ftill  at  thirty-two 
minutes  paft  five. 

On  the  1 8th  and  19th,  there  was  a  great 
feftival  of  the  Chinefe,  inftituted  as  an  in- 
terceffion  for  their  fick.  In  the  evening, 
one  or  more  bamboos,  having  federal  lan¬ 
thorns  hanging  at  the"  top,  were  ftuck  up 
before  every  houfe,  which  made  a  pretty 
appearance,  in  the  Chinefe  campon ,  or 
fuburb. 
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This  was  followed,  on  the  9th  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  by  a  grand  feftival,  in  honour  of  their 
joojlje ,  or  jo/s  *,  to  whom  they  offer  a  num¬ 
ber  of  coftly  prefents ;  they  made  likewife  a 
large  veflel  of  paper,  and  combuflible  mat¬ 
ter,  which  was  highly  "adorned  with  flags, 
and  let  it  on  fire  in  the  evening,  letting  it 
drive  out  to  fea,  where  it  was  very  foon 
confumed.  This  is  only  what  I  have  heard 
related,  being  myfelf,  at  that  time,  at  the 
ifland  Onruji. 

In  the  evening  and  on  the  night  of  the 
1  ith  of  O&ober,  we  had  a  violent  thunder- 
llorm,  which  did  no  harm  in  the  city,  but 
in  the  road,  the  lightning  fell,  about  eight 
o’clock,  upon  the  fhip  the  Admiral de  Ruiter. 
The  mainmaft,  maintopmaft,  and  topgallant- 
maft,  together  with  their  yards  and  fails, 
and  the  foretopfail,  and  yards,  were  fhi- 
vered  all  to  pieces,  and  the  wreck  of  them 

■*  The  images  which  the  Chinefe  worfliip,  are  called  joojlje 
by  the  Dutch,  and  jofs  by  the  Englifh  feamen.  The  latter  is 
evidently  a  corruption  of  the  former,  which  being  a  Dutch 
nickname  for  the  devil,  was  probably  given  to  thefe  idols  by 
the  Dutch  who  firft  faw  them,  either  from  their  hideous  ap¬ 
pearance,  or  from  the  principle  that  all  idolatry  is  demon- 
olatry.  On  no  better  ground  than  this,,  the  authors  of  the 
Univerfal  Hiftory,  accufe  the  Chinefe  of  worlhipping  the 
devil,  knowingly  and  de  fade.  T. 
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lay  upon  the  quarter-deck,  to  the  height  of 
fifteen  feet  *.  A  longitudinal  fiffure  was 
likewiie  made  in  the  quarter-deck,  but  no 
foul  on  board  was  hurt,  nor  was  there  any 
damage  done  to  any  of  the  other  veffels  in 
the  road. 

A  few  days  before  this  event,  the  Englifh 
fhip,  the  Endeavour ,  commanded  by  Captain 
Cook',,  had  arrived  in  the  road  of  Batavia. 
This  veflel  came  from  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
and  had  been  twenty-feven  months  from 
England,  having  thus  far  circumnavigated 
the  globe,  from  the  eaft.  They  had  with  them 
an  Indian,  whom  they  faid  was  a  native  of 
a  country  which  they  had  difcovered  in  the 

*  Captain  Cook,  who  was  then  at  Batavia,  in  the  Endea - 
vour  bark,  as  noticed  in  the  next  paragraph,  relates  this  in¬ 
cident,  exalt! y  as  above,  and  adds,  “  fhe  had  an  iron  fpindle 
“  at  the  main-top-gallant  maft-head,  which  probably  directed 
“  the  ftroke.  This  tliip  lay  not  more  than  the  difrance  of 
“  two  cables’  length  from  our’s,  and  in  all  probability  we 
“  fhould  have  fliared  the  fame  fate,  but  for  the  eleftrical 
“  chain,  which  we  had  juft  got  up,  and  which  conducted 
“  the  lightning  over  the  fide  of  the  fliip;  but  though  we 
“  efcaped  the  lightning,  the  explofion  (hook  us  like  an  earth- 
“  quake,  the  chain  at  the  fame  time  appearing  like  a  line  of 
“  fire :  a  centinel  was  in  the  aftion  of  charging  his  piece,  and 
“  the  fliock  forced  the  mufquet  out  of  his  hand,  and  broke 
“  the  rammer-rod.”  Hawkefworth’s  Voyages,  Vol.  IV.  page 
341,  oltavo  edition.  T. 
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South  Sea,  but  they  would  not  reveal  where 
it  was  fituated.  This  Indian  was  of  a  mid¬ 
dling  fize,  rather  fat  than  otherwife,  of  a 
dark  brown  colour,  and  with  long  and  thick 
hair,  which  hung  half  \vay- down  his  back  ; 
it  was  loofe,  and  of  a  jetfy'Wack ;  it  grew 
low  down  upon  his  forehead.  His  beard 
was  likewife  black,  of  a  middling  length, 
and  uncut,  contrary  to  the  cuftom  of  mold 
Orientals  j  the  nails  of  his  hands  were  long; 
his  countenance  feemed  lorrowful,  and  his 
difpofition  timorous.  His  drefs  confifted  of 
a  large  piece  of  white  cloth,  which  was 
thrown  over  the  (houlders,  and  which  ap¬ 
peared  to  me  to  be  made  of  the  bark  of 
trees.  The  Englilh  gentlemen,  with  whom 
he  came,  and  who  had  likewife  a  Swedilh 
naturalift,  Dr.  Soiander,  with  them,  faid 
that  they  underftood  his  language  ;  but  when 
they  converfed  with  him,  it  leemed  to  me 
that  it  was  moftly  done  by  figns.  He  would 
not  eat  of  any  thing  that  was  fet  before  him; 
and  continually  call  hds  eyes  on  all  fides 
around  him,  exprefling  the  greateft  aftonifh- 
ment  at  what  he  faw  and  heard  *.  We  un¬ 
derftood 

*  Tupia,  the  Otaheitan  here  alluded  to,  who  accom¬ 
panied  Captain  Cook,  as  far  as  Batavia.,  died  there,  the  follow¬ 
ing 
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derftood  from  the  Englifh,  that  they  had 
flayed  eight  months  at  that  ifland,  which 
they  called  Otaheite ,  and  that  all  the  na¬ 
tives  refembled  the  one  they  had  brought 
away. 

A  thanfgivhtg;  fafl,  and  prayer  day,  was 
held  at  Batavia ,  on  the  17th  of  Odtober. 
This  folemnity  takes  place  every  year  juft 
before  the  departure  of  the  return-fleet,  for 
Holland,  being  partly  inftituted  in  order  to 
fupplicate  heaven  to  grant  them  a  prolper- 
ous  voyage.  A  fermon  is  preached  on  that 
day,  on  board  of  the  flag-fliip,  in  the  road, 
at  which  all  the  commanders  of  the  veffels 
there,  with  part  of  their  crews,  are  prefent. 

On  the  24th,  the  governor  general  went, 
with  a  great  retinue,  on  board  of  the  fhip 
Kroonenburg,  in  order  to  inftal  the  commo¬ 
dore  of  the  homeward  fleet,  Frederick 
Kelger.  For  this  purpofe,  all  the  ftiips 

ing  month.  The  reader  of  Lieut.  Cook’s  voyage,  who  will 
have  ftrongly  interefted  himfelf  for  this  amiable  Indian,  will 
fcarcely  recognize  him  in  the  pitture  here  drawn  of  him  ;  but 
the  rapid  progrefs  of  a  bilious  diftemper,  which  poor  Tupi  a 
laboured  under,  during  the  latter  part  of  the  voyage,  and  the 
approaches  of  death  in  a  ftrange  land,  are  not  adapted  to  give, 
ftther  an  expreffion  of  pleafure  to  the  countenance,  or  of 
fortitude  to  the  mind.  T, 
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which  lay  in  the  road,  were  ranged  in  two 
lines^with  the  old  admiral-ftup  next  to  the 
river,  and  that  of  the  commodore,  the  outer- 
mod:.  This  was  done  in  order  that  the 
governor  general,  palling  between  the  lines, 
might  have  an  opportunity*oNaking  a  view 
of  every  fhip,  at  his  eale.  His  excellency 
came  in  a  great  barge,  which  was  richly 
gilt,  and  had  a  pavilion,  with  glafs  win¬ 
dows  at  the  poop.  The  chief  of  the  ma¬ 
rine,  and  fome  other  gentlemen,  were  with 
him.  The  upper  comptroller  of  equipment 
flood  before  the  pavilion,  and  commanded 
the  rowers.  As  foon  as  his  excellency  came 
on  board  of  the  fhip  Krsonenburg ,  a  broad 
pendant  was  hoifted  above  the  enfign,  at 
the  maintop,  while  the  old  admiral-lhip 
ftruck  her  flag,  and  fired  £  falute  of  twenty- 
one  guns.  Eight  captains  flood  upon  the 
fhip’s  ladder,  as  his  excellency  afcended,  and 
all  the  others  who  belonged  to  the  home¬ 
ward  fleet,  were  on  the  quarter-deck,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  vice-commodore,  to  receive 
him.  Under  the  awning,  a  breakfaft  was 
got  ready  for  the  governor  general,  and  af¬ 
ter  he  had  taken  lome  refrelhment,  the 
commodore’s  commifiion  was  read  by  the 
vol.  i.  n  fecretary 
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fecfetary  of  the  governor,  and  his  excellency 
then  commanded  the  captains  of  the  fleet, 
to  obey  the  commodore,  on  their  voyage  to 
Europe.  About  half  an  hour  afterwards, 
the  governor  general  returned  on  fhore. 
Upon  his  leaving  the  fhip  Rroonenburg,  he 
was  faluted  with  twenty-one  guns,  the  broad 
pendant  and  enfign  were  both  ftruck,  and 
the  commodore’s  flag  hoifted  in  their  Head. 

The  fhips  that  compofed  the  firft  divifion 
of  the  homeward  fleet,  were  as  follows  : 

for  the  Chamber  of  Amfterdam  : 
the  Kroonenlurg ,  Com.  Frederick  Kelger: 
the  Nieu-do  Rboo«t  Capt.  John  Hendricks: 
the  Toung  Lieven,  ...  Henry  deHart: 
the  Huts  ter  Mye,  .  . .  J.  Splinter  Stavoxinus  : 
the  Woefiduin,  .  .  .  Mich.  Godfrey  Lehman; 

for  Zealand : 

the  Duinenburg,  Cipt.  John  Verheeke  : 
the  Toung  Samuel ,  Capt:  Peter  Anglevorst: 

for  Delft : 

the  Lady  Antonetta  Conradina  : 

for  Rotterdam ; 

the  Flujbing,  Capt.  Jacob  ’t  Hart: 

for  Horn  : 

the  Ridderkeri,  Capt.  P§ter  Van  Proten: 

and  for  Enkbuizen: 

the  Cornelia  Hillegonda,  Capt.  Martin  Lab  i  an. 
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'The  laflmentioned  had  failed  for  Holland, 
on  thp  20th  of  Odtuber,  as  forer 'm  er  of  the 
fleetyand  the  two  firft  followed  on  the  25th; 
while  the  others  had  to  flop,  for  a  fhip 
which  was  daily  expe&ed  from  the  coaft  of 
Coromandel ,  in  order  to  take  over  the  bales 
of  piece-goods  fhe  was  to  bring,  and  then 
t6  receive  the  complement  of  their  cargoes 
in  pepper.  This  veffel  reached  the  road  of 
Batavia  three  days  afterwards,  and  the  re- 
fhipment  of  the  goods  fhe  brought,  took 
pace  immediately  ;  after  which,  the  fhips 
failed  to  the  ifiand  Onrujl ,  to  take  in 
pepper.- 

On  the  3d  of  November,  the  water-bailiff 
came  on  board,  to  mufler  the  crew,  which, 
was  found  to  confifl  of  one  hundred  and 
eight  feamen,  eight  foldiers,  four  mechanics, 
four  paffcngers,  and  one  man,  who  was  fent 
back  to  Europe,  being  unfit  for  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  fervice. 

On  the  5th  of  November,  we  got  the  lafl 
of  our  pepper  on  board,  and,  together  with 
the  commanders  of  the  fhips,  the  Young 
Lieven ,  the  Young  Samuel, ,  and  the  LadyAn- 
tonetta  Conradina ,  having  received  our  final 
n  2  difpatches 
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difpatches  from  the  governor  general,  we 
left  the  iGand  Onrujl ,  on  the  fame  dav,  and 
anchored  the  next  afternoon,  at  three  o’clock, 
in  the  bay  of  Anjer.  The  Young  Lteven, 
and  my  fhip,  having  ftill  fome  water  to  re¬ 
ceive  on  board,  remained  here  at  anchor  till 
the  9th,  when  we  failed  in  the  morning,  and 
at  night  we  cleared  the  ftraits  of  Sunda ,  and 
got  out  to  fea.  The  two  other  fhips  had 
failed  the  day  before. 

On  the  loth,  at  noon,  we  took  our  laft 
oblervation  of  Prince  s  Ifland,  and  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon,  we  loft  fight  of  Java,  and  fleered 
firft  s.w.  till  in  the  fouth  latitude  of  9®, 
where  we  were  lure  of  meeting  with  the 
fettled  foutheafterly  tradewind,  and  thence 
we  directed  our  courfe  w.s.w. 

As  loon  as  we  were  out  at  lea,  we  found 
that  our  fhip  was  very  leaky.  We  made 
eighteen  inches-water  every  watch,  fo  that 
we  were  obliged  to  keep  the  pumps  con¬ 
tinually  at  work.  However  narrowly  *we 
fearched,  we  could  not  find  where  the  leak 
was,  till  about  a  month  afterwards  ;  when 
we  accidentally  difcdvered  that  there  was  a 
hole  in  the  bow,  on  the  larboard  fide,  ‘  two 

feet 
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feet  under  water.  The  carpenter  contrived, 
withfcmuch  difficulty,  to  ram  in  a  wooden 
plug  on  the  outfide  ;  for  we  could  not  get 
at  it  within  the  ffiip.  This  reduced  the  in¬ 
road  of  the  water  by  one-half ;  but  the  leak 
was  by  no  means  flopped,  and  our  pumps 
were  frequently  choaked  by  the  pepper,  and 
we  were  forced  to  lift  them  out,  to  clear  them 
again. 

The  day  after  we  were  out  at  fea,  we 
loft  fight  of  the  Young  Lieven ,  which  fhip 
outfailed  us  by  full  one-third,  although 
Captain  Hart  and  I  had  agreed  to  keep  in 
company. 

On  the  17th,  at  five  o’clock,  p.M.  we 
faw  a  folar  eclipfe,  but  we  could  take  no 
obfervation  of  its  beginning,  for  the  fun 
was,  at  that  time,  obfcured  by  clouds  ; 
neither  could  we  obferve  the  end,  for  the 
fun  fet  at  fix  o’clock,  before  the  eclipfe  was 
over. 

We  proceeded  pleafantly  on  our  voyage, 
with  the  foutheaft  tradewind,  which  carried 
us  quickly  on,  and  paffing  the  tropic  of 
capricorn  to  the  fouth,  on  the  28th  of  No¬ 
vember,  we  computed  on  the  7th  of  De¬ 
cember,  that  we  were  abreaft  of  the  ifland 
n  3  Madagascar, 
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Madagafcar.  We  perceived  alfo,  feveral 
figns  of  land,  and  faw  much  red  blubber 
floating  on  the  water.  Hence  we  fleered 
weft  by  fouth,  to  the  latitude  of  34I0,  and 
theiice  due  weft,  towards  the  reef  of  An~ 
guillas. 

The  foutheaft  tradewind  began  to  fnift  in 
the  fouth  latitude  of  36®,  and  we  met  with 
variable  winds,  which  were,  however,  very 
favourable.  The  compafles  fhewed  the 
greatefl  variation  of  25 0  and  26°  n.w.  be* 
tween  62°  and  50°  eaft  longitude  ;  and  far¬ 
ther  to  the  well:,  the  variation  began  gra* 
dually  to  decreafe. 

On  the  2 lid  of  December,  we  obferved  a 
change  in  the  colour  of  the  water,  from  a 
clear  blue,  to  dark  green,  and  a  high  fea 
rolled  in  from  the  s.w.  Theie  were  indica¬ 
tions  that  we  were  near  the  reef  of  An - 
guillcis ;  and  at  lunfet,  we  founded  in  feventy 
fathoms,  grey  land  with  {hells. 

This  reef  ftretches  out  from  the  conti¬ 
nent,  as  far  as  3<  °  fouth  latitude,  and  per¬ 
haps  farther,  but  the  foundings  are,  in  fome 
places,  thereabouts,  two  hundred  fathoms. 
By  the  depth,  and  the  nature  of  the  bottom 
upon  the  reef,  you  may  know  whether  you 

are 
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are  to  the  eaftward,  or  to  the  weftward  of 
Cape  Anguillas.  To  the  eaftward,  the 
ground  is  hard,  and  to  the  weftward,  foft, 
loofe  mud,  with  a  much  greater  depth  ;  fo 
that  having  patted  the  cape  to  the  weft,  you 
get  out  of  foundings  by  degrees. 

The  heavy  feas,  that  are  occafioned  by 
the  ftorms,  which  are  fo  frequently  met 
with,  on  the  reef,  make  it  a  very  dangerous 
part  of  the  navigation,  and  the  Company 
have  loft,  in  confequence,  many  {hips;  efpe- 
cially  of  the  fecond  divifion,  or  thofe  that 
come  upon  the  reef  in  the  months  of  April 
and  May,  at  which  time  the  weather  is  the 
moft  ftormy.  Ships  going  to  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  cannot  avoid  pafting  over  the 
reef,  in  order  to  be  certain  of  their  longi¬ 
tude,  and  not  to  overfhoot  the  cape.  On 
account,  however,  of  the  danger  attending 
it,  orders  were  given  by  the  Company,  in 
the  years  1 767  and  1768,  for  their  {hips, 
which  pafled  here  in  that  time  of  the  year, 
to  haul  in  upon  the  outfide  of  the  reef,  in 
order  to  afcertain  their  fituation,  and  rec¬ 
tify  their  eftimation  ;  but  on  meeting  with 
foundings,  then  to  ftand  diredlly  fouth,  in 
prder  to  run  round  the  reef,  without  touch- 
n  4  ing 
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ing  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  but  inftead 
ot  that,  to  touch  at  St.  Helena,  for  refrelh- 
ment.  This  mode,  however,  proved  to  be 
attended  with  worfe  confequences  ;  and  all 
their  lhips  are  accordingly  again  allowed  to 
touch  at  the  Cape  of"  Good  Hope,  except  the 
lafl  fhip,  which  refrefhes  at  St.  Helena. 

On  the  23d  of  December,  we  had,  at 
noon,  a  glimpfe  of  the  land  of  Africa,  but 
foon  loft  tight  of  it,  nor  could  we,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  hazinefs  of  the  weather,  dif- 
tinguith  what  part  of  it  we  had  feen. 

On  the  25th,  we  taw  it  again,  with  a 
clear  fey,  in  4 0  5-'  kxuh  latitude.  The 
land  appeared  who  a. deep  inlet,  or  bav,  the 
weft  point  of  whim  ii-  ped  down  r.to  the 
fea  ;  and  behind  it  we  law  high  tugged 
mountains,  fituated  fur  inland.  The  beach 
was  „very  low  and  fandy.  To  the  north, 
were  fome  irregular  white  eminences,  re- 
fembling  chalknills  ;  and  a  little  more  to 
the  eaftvvard,  we  law  a  hill,  forming  a  regu¬ 
lar  arch.  We  could  lee  land  to  the  weft- 
ward,  from  the  mafthead,  appearing  like  two 
round  hummocks.  We  law  a  thick  fmoke 
riling  inland ;  hence  we  concluded,  that  we 
were  before  Vleefcb ,  or  Flejh  Bay. 
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In  the  night,  and  part  of  the  following 
*day,  we  had  a  ftorm  from  the  weftward, 
with  a  high  fea,  which  ftrained  the  ihip 
very  much.  This  wdlerly  wind  continued 
till  the  2dth,  when  it  came  round  to  the  s.E. 
and  the  next  day  we  ran  in  fight  of  Cape  des 
Anguilla*,  and  the  fteep  headland  of  Rio  Dolce. 
This  laft  is  very  remarkable,  and  (hews  like 
Portland  Point  in  the  Britifh  Channel. 

'^.Re£tifying  our  eftimation  here,  we  found 
that  fince  our  laft  obfervation,  at  Prince's 
3fland,\ve  were  30  9',  or  39  leagues,  more  to 
the  weftward,  than  by  the  fliip’s  reckoning. 
At  the  lame  time  we  law  a  large  (hip  to  the 
northward,  which  we  ’loft  fight  of  in  the 
evening  ;  we  afterwards  found  that  fhe  was 
the  Young  Li  even,  who  had  left  the  ftraits  of 
Sunda,  in  company  with  us. 

The  nextdav,  being  the  30th  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  we  found  ourfelves,  at  tunrife,  abreaft 
of  Falfe  Bay,  and  fleered  our  courfe  for  Ta¬ 
ble  Bay.  At  noon  we  were  in  f  ght  of  the 
Lions  Mountain ,  for  which  we  fleered  ;  and 
afterwards  for  Sandhill  Point  ;  before,,  how- 
ever,  we  got  l’o  far,  we  were  becalmed  un¬ 
der  the  Lion' s-bead,  and  we  could  not  fleer 
the  Ihip,  while  it  blew  a  ftorm  from  the 
foutheaft. 
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foutheaft,  a  quarter  of  a  league  from  us.  Af¬ 
ter  having  been  becalmed  about  half  an  hour, 
we  got  a  breeze,  which  foon  carried  us  off 
fhore  ;  but  reaching  Sandhill  Point,  it  en- 
creafed  to  fuch  a  ftiff  gale,  and  was  accom¬ 
panied  with  fuch  violent  fqualls,  falling  down 
from  the  mountains,  that  we  found  it  im- 
poffible  to  work  into  the  road ;  and  we  ac¬ 
cordingly  refolved  to  run  for  Robben ,  or  Seal 
Ifland,  and  anchor  under  it.  We  call:  an¬ 
chor  in  the  road  of  this  ifland,  in  fifteen  fa¬ 
thoms,  fandy  bottom,  and  found  lying  here 
the  {hip  Voting  Lieven ,  which  had  reached  the 
anchorage  three  hours  before  us. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

Anchorage  in  Table  Bay.— -D  pasture  from  the 
Cap2  of  Gooo  Hope. — Vi  w  of  St.  Helena, 
— Of  Ascension  Ifland. — The  Grafs-fea. — Ani¬ 
malcule  fauna  in  the  floating  Seaweed. — Council 
had  by  the  Commodore. — Pajfage  to  the  Weft  of 
the  Azores. — Narrative  of  a  Woman,  who  had 
enlifted  as  a  Soidier. — Meeting  with  the  crutjing 
Frigates  off  Lizard  Point. — Arrival  at  the 
Texel. 

Ov  the  following  day,  in  the  morning, 
the  Company’s  officer,  Rationed  on  the 
ifland,  came  on  board,  and  brought  refrefh- 
ments  for  the  crew,  confiding  of  twelve 
fheep  and  fome  vegetables.  This  is  the 
allowance  delivered  to  every  Company’s  lhip, 
that  anchors  at  the  ifland. 

On  the  i  ft  of  January  1771,  the  wind 
veering,  in  the  morning,  to  the  n.w.  we 
weighed  anchor,  together  with  the  Young 
Lie’vsn,  and  fteered  for  the  road  ;  but  when 
we  were  about,  a  quarter  o£&  league. from 
the  anchoring-ground,  the  foutbeaft  wind 
burft  upon  us,  over  the  mountains,  fo  that 
we  were  obliged  to  come  to  an  anchor,  in 

the 
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the  outer  road,  under  the  Lion s- tail ;  and 
as  the  wind  continued  to  blow  in  violent 
lqualls,  we  could  not  reach  the  inner  road 
before  the  3d,  on  which  day  we  call  anchor 
there, at  teno’clock,  a.m.  and  we  immediately 
moored  our  fhip,  Item  and  ftern,  faluting 
the  commodore  of  the  homeward  fleet,  with 
eleven  guns,  which  was  returned  us  with  the 
fame  number. 

We  found  feven  fhips  of  the  homeward 
fleet,  lying  at  anchor  here,  viz.  the  Kroo- 
nenburg ,  the  Nieuw  Rboon ,  the  Lady  An- 
tonetta  Conradina ,  the  Cornelia  Hillegonday 
the  Young  Samuel ,  the  Young  Lieven ,  and  the 
Ridderkerk. 

The  Woeflduin  arrived  on  the  eth,  the 
Flujhing,  on  the  13  th,  and  the  Duinenburgy 
on  the  31ft.  This  laid  had,  fome  time  be¬ 
fore,  anchored  under  Robben  Ifland,  but  her 
cable  breaking,  in  a  gale  of  wind,  {he  had 
been  driven  out  to  fea. 

After  a  flay  of  full  five  weeks,  during 
which  the  crews  partook  of  the  ufiial  re- 
frefhments  of  the  place,  fix  of  the  fhips 
belonging  to  the  homeward  fleet,  one  of 
which  was  the  commodore’s,  received  or¬ 
ders  to  fail  for  Holland.  Thefe  were,  the 
Kroonenburg^ 
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Kroonenburg ,  the  Huts  ter  Mye ,  the  Young 
• Samuel ,  the  Lady  Antonetta  Conradina,  the 
Fluffing,  and  the  Ridderkerk ;  the  Cornelia 
Hillegonda,  had  failed  on  the  ioth  of  Janu¬ 
ary,  as  forerunner. 

On  the  7th  of  February,  we  received 
our  final  difpatches  from  the  governor  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  together  with  orders, 
to  keep  in  company  with  the  commodore. 
We,  however,  lay  flill,  till  the  9th,  as  the 
violence  of  the  foutheafl  wind  prevented 
any  of  the  fhips  from  weighing  till  then. 
On  that  day  we  all  fet  fail,  and  about  noon 
we  got  out  of  the  bay,  and  each  of  the 
fhips  faluting  the  commodore  with  eleven 
guns,  we  fleered  to  the  w.n.w. 

'  At  funfet,  we  took  cur  lafl  obfervation  of 
the  land  of  Africa ,  the  Table  Mountain , 
bearing  s.e.  ten  leagues  off. 

The  next  day,  at  noon,  we  changed  our 
courfe  to  n.w.  by  fgnal  from  the  com¬ 
modore,  and  fleered  for  the  latitude  of  the 
ifland  of  St.  Helena. 

Our  fhip  was  now  perfectly  tight.  The 
leak,  which  we  had  d hoovered  at  fea,  'had 
been  repaired  at  the  Cape.  We  found  under 
the  fheathing,  a  feam  in  the  flip’s  fide,  that 
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was  entirely  open,  fo  that  it  was  a  great  hap- 
pinefs  that  the  fheathing  was  but  little  da¬ 
maged  ;  for,  if  this  had  been  wholly  gone, 
where  the  fleam  lay  that  was  open,  we 
fhould  have  had  much  difficulty  to  keep  the 
ffiip  above  water.  We  did  not  perceive  the 
leaf!  leakinefs,  during  the  remainder  of  the 
voyage,  and  were  not  once  obliged  to  pump, 
from  the  Cape  to  the  Channel. 

The  favourable  wind,  with  which  we 
had  left  the  road  of  the  Cape,  foon  brought 
us  into  the  foutheaft  tradewind ;  with 
which  we  ran  in  fight  of  the  ifland  St.  He¬ 
lena. ,  on  the  26th  of  February. 

This  ifland,  which  lies  in  the  fouth  lati¬ 
tude  of  1 6°,  and  full  130  eaft  longitude  from 
the  meridian  of  Tenerife,  is  high,  and  moun¬ 
tainous,  and  has  a  barren  appearance,  in 
paffing  by.  The  Englifh  have  taken  pof- 
feffion  of  it,  and  eftablifhed  it,  for  a  place 
of  refrefhment,  for  their  Eaft-Indiamen. 
Our  fliips,  likewife,  in  cafe  of  neceffity, 
iometimes  touch  there. 

Lofing  fight  of  St.  Helena ,  the  following 
morning,  we  continued  to  fleer  n.w.  and 
on  the  5th  of  March,  we  made  the  ifland 
Afcenfion ,  and  failed  clofe  under  it. 
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The  latitude  of  this  ifland  is  about  8* 
fouth,  and  its  longitude  4i°  :  it  is  alfb  high 
and  mountainous,  yet  not  fo  much  fo  as 
St.  Helena ;  it  is,  likewife,  fmaller  in  cir¬ 
cumference.  It  is  uninhabited,  and  per¬ 
fectly  derile,  being  almoft  nothing  but  a 
bare  rock.  It,  however,  affords  frefh  wa¬ 
ter,  though  the  watering-place  is  difficult  of 
accefs.  The  beach  abounds  in  turtles,  who 
lay  their  eggs  in  the  fand,  in  order  to  be 
hatched  by  the  heat  of  the  fun.  The  Danes 
frequently  vifit  this  ifland,  for  the  fake  of 
procuring  a  fupply  of  turtle. 

We  law,  as  w^e  failed  by,  heavy  breakers 
foaming  on  its  eaft  fide,  to  a  confiderable 
diftance  from  the  ifland. 

On  the  13th  of  March,  we  paffed  the 
equator,  in  the  longitude  of  356°.  The 
foutheaft  tradewind  failed  us  in  the  third 
degree  of  north  latitude,  and  ran  round  to 
the  northeafl,  with  which  we  purfued  our 
voyage,  failing  clofe-hauled  by  the  wdnd. 

As  our  fliip  w'as  the  flowed:  lailer  of  the 
fleet,  we  were  obliged  to  carry  a  prefs  of 
fail,  in  order  to  keep  up-  wkh  uie  oiherc; 
whereby  we  fplit  our  maintopmaft. 

On  the  31ft  of  March,  I  lod  my  fecond 
lieutenant, 
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lieutenant,  Henry  Verburg,  who  had  been 
unfit  for  duty,  by  ticknel's,  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  Decernbe  . 

On  the  2d  of  April,  in  the  north  latitude 
of  220,  we  faw,  for  the  firft  time,  the  fea- 
weed,  called  gulph-weed*.  This  feaweed 
confifts  of  fmall  green  bunches,  large  fields 
of  which  are  fometimes  feen  floating  on  the 
water;  they  are  moftly  difpofed  in  long 
bands,  feparated  from  each  other  by  narrow 
intervals,  and  lying  longitudinally  in  the 
dire&ion  of  the  winds,  which  generally  blow 
here,  between  n.n.e.  and  e.n.e.  It  is  as 
yet  unknown,  whether  this  weed  grows  upon 
the  furface  of  the  fea,  or  whether  it  is  pro¬ 
duced  at  the  bottom,  and  afterwards  rifes  to 
the  fuperficies'j-.  It  is  worthy  of  obfervation, 
that  it  is  not  found,  in  fuch  large  quantities, 
in  any  other  part  of  the  ocean  ;  whence,  and 
from  its  verdant  appearance,  the  fea  here¬ 
abouts  is  called  the  grafs-fea,  by  the  feamen. 
The  depth  is  here,  as  elfewhere  in  the  main 

*  Fucui  natans. 

f  Dr..THUNBERG*  the  late  ft  feientific  voyager,  who  fays 
•'iiny  thing  concerning  this  marine  produftion,  is  of  opinion, 
that  it  grows  as  it  floats  in  the  water,  and  fhoots  forth  new 
fhoots  at  the  extremities,  which  grow  larger  by  degrees. 
Thunberg’s  Travels,  vol.  iv.  p.  176,  T. 
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Ocean,  unfathomable.  It  is  between  the  lati¬ 
tudes  of  2i°  and  340  north,  that  this  fea- 
weed  is  moftly  met  with,  decreafing  thence 
daily,  in  quantity,  to  38°  or  39 °,  where  it 
wholly  dilappears.  Neither  is  any  of  it  fee  11 
to  the  eaftward  of  the  Cape  Verde  or  Canary 
Illands,  fo  that  it  muft  be  produced,  or  col¬ 
lected,  far  to  the  weftwdrd  of  thefe  iflands. 
A  great  number  of  marine  animalcule,  in¬ 
finitely  various  in  fliape,  are  harboured  in 
this  feagrafs  :  fome  of  them  are  as  large  as 
the  joint  of  a  finger.  They  are  familiarly 
called  feacows,  fealions,  &c.  in  allufion 
to  fuch  known  land-animals  as  they  refemble 
the  nearefi;  in  fhape  *.  Their  fubftance  is  a 
thick  {lime,  fo  that  they  cannot  be  preferv- 
ed,  either  in  {pints,  or  in  any  other  way. 

On  the  3d  of  April,  we  paffed  the  tropic  of 
cancer,  and  on  the  following  day,  the  com¬ 
modore  made  the  fignal  for  all  the  captains 
of  the  fleet  to  come  on  board. 

As  foon  as  we  were  aflembled,  which  was 

*  Dr.  Tkunberg  enumerates,  among  the  animals  which 
he  met  with  in  this  feaweed,  the  fcyllaa  pelagka,  the  cancc 
minutus ,  and  the  kpbius  bifirlo  ;  and  Captain  Shdmas  par 
ticularizes  the  bipptcampus,  or  feahorfe,  which  he  aptly  com 
pares  to.  the  chevalier  or  knight  of  a  chcfiboard 
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at  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning,  we  were 
formed  into  a  council,  in  which  the  fee  ret 
papers  and  orders  committed  to  the  com¬ 
modore,  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ,  with 
directions  not  to  open  them,  till  the  fleet  was 
in  the  prefen t  latitude,  were  read.  They 
contained,  a  defignation  of  the  place,  where 
we  were  to  look  <3ut  for  the  fhips  of  war, 
which  were  cruifing  to  meet  us,  being  the 
Lizard  Point  in  the  Channel,  and  the  pri¬ 
vate  fignals  of  recognizance  of  them. 

After  this,  we  fat  in  judgment  on  the 
crime  of  one  of  the  crew  of  the  Lady  Anto- 
netta  Conradina ,  who,  being  found  guilty  of 
mutiny,  was  fentenced  to  be  ducked  three 
times  from  the  mainyard,  to  be  feverely 
flogged  before  the  maft,  and  afterwards  re¬ 
moved  to  the  fhip  Flujhing ;  which  fentence 
was  immediately  put  in  execution. 

Having  thus  concluded  our  buflnefs,  we 
fpent  the  remainder  of  the  day  in  merri¬ 
ment  ;  and  at  fimlet  we  returned  on  board 
of  our  own  fhips,  faluting  the  commodore 
with  eleven  guns  from  each. 

Our  northrla-titude,  at  noon,  that  day,  was 
240  49',  and  our  longitude,  by  the  average 
computation  of  all  the  fhips,  338°  49'. 
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The  north  eaft  trade  wind  left  us  the  follow¬ 
ing  day,  and  was  fucceeded,  firft  by  calms, 
and  afterwards  by  wefterly  and  variable 
winds.  Thefe  were  fometimes  pretty  'high* 
and  occalioned  fo  great  a  fwell  of  the  fea, 
that  it  at  times  broke  over  us.  On  the  18th 
and  19th  of  April  efpecially,  we  had  a  high 
wind  and  fea,  with  which  we  ran  paft  the 
iflands  Corvo  and  Flores,  which  are  the  moft 
wefterly  of  the  Azores ,  leaving  them,  how¬ 
ever,  out  of  fight,  on  our  right. 

Hitherto,  nothing  of  material  confequence 
had  happened  on  board  of  my  (hip,  during 
the  time  we  had  been  at  fea,  which  is  rather 
a  fingular  circumftance  in  fuch  voyages ; 
but  on  the  2d  of  May,  we  met  with  an  un- 
expedted  occurrence,  which  had  no  relation 
to  the  (hip’s  affairs. 

A  woman,  one  ^Margaret  Reymers, 
had  difguifed  herfelf  in  men’s  clothes,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  laft  year,  and  had  enlifted 
as  a  foldier  on  board  of  the  (hip  Scboonzicbt  j 
(he  had  long  kept  her  fex  concealed,  but 
being  at  laft  dilcovered,  file  was  put  on 
fliore  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ,  and  kept 
there,  in  order  to  be  fent  back  to  Holland, 
by  the  homeward  fleet.  The  governor  of 
o  2  the 
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the  Cape  made  choice  of  my  fhip  for  that 
purpofe,  as  there  was  a  lady  on  board,  who 
had  taken  her  paffage  with  me  from  Batavia 
for  Holland ;  and  whom  this  woman  was  to 
ferve,  as  a  maid,  during  the  voyage.  The 
miflrefs  had  hitherto  obferved  nothing  amifs 
in  her  fervant,  nor  the  lead;  figns  of  preg¬ 
nancy,  tiil  the  moment  that  the  heard  the 
crying  of  a  child,  the  maid  being  then,  as 
the  thought,  lying  afleep  on  a  chef!  in  her 
room.  The  furgeon  being  called,  we  found 
that  the  woman  had  beea  delivered  of  a 
female  child  ;  and  the  mother  told  him  that 
the  father  of  it,  was  a  furgeon’ s  mate  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Some  days  afterwards* 
I  had  the  curiofity  to  alk  her,  what  had  in¬ 
duced  her  to  go  to  India  as  a  foldier  ;  fhe 
anfwered,  that  fhe  was  a  farmer’s  daughter, 
in  the  dtiehy  of  Oldenburg ,  and  had  left  her 
native  country,  on  account  of  ill  treatment 
that  coming  to  Hamburgh,  fhe  there  met 
with  a  Dutch  recruiting  officer,  who  advifed 
her  to  put  on  male  attire,  faying,  that  if  fhe 
would  go  to  India,  which  he  wrould  affifl  her 
to  do,  fhe  would  make  her  fortune  ;  he, 
accordingly,  conveyed  her  to  Rotterdam , 
whence  fhe  had  been  put  on  board  of 
i  the 


[  i97  1 

the  Scboo7jzicbt ;  fhe  had  remained  unnoticed 
for  two  months  on  board,  but  at  laft  the  frit 
lieutenant  difcovered  her.  At  the  Cape, 
file  had  been  weak  enough,  lhe  faid,  to 
liflen.  to  the  profeffionsof  the  furgeon’s  mate, 
who  had  feduced  her,  and  who,  after  re¬ 
peated  promifes  of  marriage,  having  got  her 
with  child,  had  abandoned  her.  She  was  in 
the  lixth  month  of  her  pregnancy,  when  (he 
came  on  board,  and  had  hoped  that  the  fliip 
would  have  reached  its  deftination  before  the 
time  of  her  delivery.  She  was  between 
twenty-three  and  twenty-four  years  of  age, 
tall,  and  of  a  large  and  coarfe  make,  by 
which  fhe  could  eafily  pafs  for  a  man,  in  her 
foldiers’  uniform. 

Three  days  after  this  event,  we  came  into 
foundings,  in  the  chops  of  the  Channel, 
ninety  fathom ;  but  the  violent  eafterly  winds 
prevented  us  from  making  the  Scilly  illands 
till  the  iith  of  May,  when  we  got  fight  of 
them,  at  noon. 

At  four  o’clock,  p.m.  two  Texel  pilots 
came  on  board  of  us,  and  others  on  board  of 
the  ether  fhips  of  the  fquadron,  bound  to  the 
T exel.  ■ 

The  next  day,  at  feven  o’clock,  a.m.  we 
o  3  faw 
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faw  the  two  fhips  of  war,  that  wrere  cruiling 
for  us,  off  Lizard  Point ;  and  our  commodore 
flood  towards  them.  About  nine  o’clock, 
he  made  the  private  fignal  of  recognizance, 
which  was  anfwered  by  one  of  the  frigates. 

When  we  were  within  about  half  a  league 
of  them,  our  commodore  faluted  with  thir¬ 
teen  guns,  and  ftruck  his  flag,  but  which,  as 
foon  as  the  frigate  had  returned  his  falute,  he 
hoifted  again.  This  occasioned  much  mif- 
underflanding  between  the  commodore  of 
the  homeward  fleet,  who  infifted  upon  con¬ 
tinuing  to  bear  his  commodore’s  flag,  and 
Captain  Van  Bra  am,  commander  of  the 
two  frigates,  who  would  not  Suffer  this,  and 
would  only  allow  the  commodore  to  carry  an 
enfign  at  the  maintop.  To  this  he  was  at 
laft  obliged  to  Submit,  after  we  had  been  de¬ 
tained  for  five  or  fix  hours  during  a  favour¬ 
able  gale,  by  the  boats  going  backwards 
and  forwards,  in  order  to  bring  the  com¬ 
modore  to  reafon,  and  to  fettle  this  pun&ilio. 

By  our  obfervation  at  the  Lizard  Point, 
we  found,  that  fince  our  laft  observation,  off 
the  ifland  Afcenjion ,  on  the  5th  of  March, 
we  were  40  32',  or  45  leagues,  more  to  the 
weftward,  than  by  computation. 
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At  funfet,  we  made  fail,  in  company  with 
both  the  frigates,  fleering  for  the  Start 
Point. 

The  next  morning,  the  commander  made 
a  fignal  for  all  captains  of  flflps  to  come  on 
board,  when  I  found  that  this  was  our  States’ 
frigate  the  Thetis,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  William  Van  Braam,  and  the 
other,  the  Triton ,  Captain  Raders,  which 
laft  was  to  convoy  us  farther,  to  the  ports  to 
which  we  were  bound. 

Being  returned  on  board  of  our  own  flvips. 
Captain  Van  Braam,  made  the  fignal  to 
feparate,  and  returned  to  his  cruifing  flation 
off  the  Lizard  Point,  returning,  when  he 
left  us,  with  eleven  guns,  the  falute  of  thir¬ 
teen,  given  by  the  commodore  of  the  home¬ 
ward  fleet. 

While  we  were  lying  by,  all  the  fhips  of 
the  fleet  were  examined  by  two  officers  of 
the  Thetis . 

We  met  with  eaflerly  winds  and  calms  in 
our  paffage  up  the  Channel,  fo  that  it  was 
only  on  the  2  2d  of  May,  that  we  paffed 
the  Straits  of  Dover,  and  entered  the  North 
Sea. 

On  the  following  day,  the  Young  Samuel, 
o  4  the 
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the  Flujhing,  and  the  Lady  Antonetta  Con- 
radina ,  feparated  from  us,  the  fir  ft  for  Zea¬ 
land,  and  the  two  laft  for  Goeree  *. 

At  nine  o’clock,  a.m.  on  the  24th  of  May, 
we  difcovered  the  coaft  of  Holland,  and  at  ten, 
we  faw  the  fteeple  of  JLgmsnd.  Shortly  after¬ 
wards  the  frigate  made  the  fignal  for  pufhing 
on.  We  faluted  with  eleven  guns,  and  were 
anfwered  with  five.  W e  then  worked  up  for 
the  Texel  roads,  and  at  five  o’clock,  p.m, 
we  came  to  anchor,  in  the  fouth  gut,  fialut- 
ing  the  road  with  eleven  guns  ;  and  on 
the  26th  of  May,  the  crew  were  difcharged 
by  the  director  Beaumont, 


*  An  ifland  at  the  entrance  of  the  Matfe.  T, 
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OBSERVATIONS  RESPECTING  THE  ISLAND 
OF  JAVA. 

CHAPTER  I. 

Situation  of  Tava. — Strdits  of  Sunda. — Prince’s 
JJland. — Dwars  In  den  Weg. — Bay  of  An-’ 
jer. — Claim  of  the  Dutch  Eajl- India  Company 
to  the  Sovereignty  of  the  Straits  of  Sunda. — Bay 
of  Bantam. — Road  of  Batavia. — Kingdom  of 
Bantam. —  Tributary  to  the  Company. — Speech 
made  at  the  Appointment  of  a  Succejfor  to  the 
Throne. — Empire  of  Jaccatra. — Of  Cheri- 
bon. —  f  the  Sgesoehoen am,  or  Emperor  of 
Java. — Of  the  Sultan. — Principality  of  Ma¬ 
dura. — Political  Conduct  of  the  Company  towards 
the  native  Princes . 

The  iflanfl  of  Java ,  which  is  one  of  the 
largeft  of  thofe  conftituting  the  great  Ori¬ 
ental  Archipelago,  is  lituated  between  6° 
and  90  fourh  latitude,  and  extends  from 
1 20°  to  13 1°  eaft  longitude  from  TEeneriffe , 
being 
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being  one  hundred  and  lixty-five  Dutch 
miles  in  length.  It  lies  nearly  in  the  direction 
of  eaft  and  weft.  To  the  fouth,  and  to  the 
weft,  its  fhores  are  wafhed  by  the  fouthern 
Indian  Ocean  ;  to  the  north  weft  of  it,  lies 
the  ifland  of  Sumatra  ;  to  the  north,  Borneo ; 
to  the  northeaft,  Celebes  ;  and  to  the  eaft 
that  of  Bali :  from  which  laft  it  is  feparated 
by  a  narrow  paflage,  called  the  Straits  of 
Bali.  The  arm  of  the  fea  which  runs  be¬ 
tween  'Java  and  Sumatra ,  is  known  by  the 
appellation  of  the  Straits  of  Sunda.  The 
length  of  this  channel,  is,  on  the  Sumatra 
fide,  taken  from  the  Flat  Point,  to  Varkens , 
or  Hog  Point,  fifteen  German  miles  ;  and, 
on  the  Java  fide,  from  the  firft  point,  or 
Java  Head,  to  the  point  of  Bantam ,  full 
twenty.  In  the  mouth  of  the  ftrait,  lies 
Prince’s  Ifland,  about  a  league  and  a  half 
from  the  coaft  of  Java,  and  full  fix  leagues 
from  that  of  Sumatra. 

Prince's  Ifland,  is  low,  and  only  about 
four  leagues  in  circumference.  It  has,  how¬ 
ever,  two  hills,  one  at  its  eaft  end,  and  the 
other  a  little  more  to  the  fouth,  which  make 
it  vifible  at  a  moderate  diftance,  efpecially 
the  hill,  which  lies  at  the  eaft  end,  and  which 
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is  accordingly  called  the  high  hill,  by  navi¬ 
gators  *. 

There  is  a  {tone  reef  at  its  s.w.  fide, 
which,  according  to  the  charts,  extends  a 
league  and  a  half  out  to  fea,  and  is  dan¬ 
gerous  for  the  {hips  which  pafs  through  the 
pailage  between  this  ifland  and  Java. 
Prince  $  Ifland  is  covered  with  trees,  and 
affords  an  agreeable  prolpedt  to  the  palling 
feamcn  :  it  is  inhabited  by  Javanefe,  who 
fubliit  by  fulling. 

By  the  fituation  of  this  ifland,  at  the  en¬ 
trance  of  the  {traits  of  Sunda ,  are  formed 
two  paflages ;  the  one,  running  between 
Prince's,  Ifland  and  java,  has  been  called 
the  Behouden,  or  Secured  Pa ffage,  and  is  made 
ufe  of,  for  the  moft  part,  by  thofe  {hips 
which  have  to  pafs  tne  {traits,  during  the 
foutheafl:  monfoon,  in  order,  that,  failing 
clofe  in  with  the  fhore  of  Java,  they  may 
foon  get  within  anchoring-depth,  and  not  be 
in  danger  of  being  driven  out  to  lea  again, 
by  the  currents,  which  at  that  time  of  the 

*  The  hngtfh  call  it  the  Pike:  in  L’eut.  Cook’s  voyage 
Jn  the  Endeavour,  there  is  a  more  ample  account  of  this 
ifland.  T, 
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year,  fet  ftrcngly  out  of  the  ftraits,  to  the 
weft  ward. 

The  other  paffage,  which  is  called  by 
feamen,  het  Groote  Gat,  or  the  Great  Channel , 
fometimes  ferves  alio  as  an  entrance  to  the 
ftraits,  during  the  fouthcaft  monfoon  ;  but 
it  is  with  the  greateft  difficulty,  and  after 
a  continued  ftruggling  with  the  foutheafterly 
winds,  and  the  currents,  that  this  can  be 
effected ;  and  it  is  not  an  unfrequent  cir- 
cumftance  that  five  or  fix  weeks  are  fpent, 
in  working  up  a  diftance,  which,  in  the  weft: 
monfoon,  is  often  failed  over,  in  twice  as 
many  hours. 

The  Eaft-India  Company’s  ftiip,  Luxem¬ 
burg,  Captain  Roem,  affords  an  inftance 
hereof:  fhe  failed  on  the  2d  of  June,  1768, 
from  the  bay  of  I3 unto  Gallo,  and  came  in 
fight  of  the  Flat  Point  of  Sumatra,  at  the 
entrance  of  the  ftraits,  on  the  24th  of  July, 
but  could  not  get  upon  the  anchoring- 
ground,  under  the  Ihore  of  Java,  till  the 
21ft  of  November.  It  was,  however,  re¬ 
markable,  that  the  fhip  Lorenvliet ,  which 
failed  in  company  with  the  Luxemburg,  from 
Punto  Gallo ,  reached  Batavia,  full  three 
months  before  her  ;  and  hence  appears  how 

much 
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much  fometimcs  one  fhip  is  either  a  better 
failer,  or  has  better  fortune  than  another, 
though  feamanfhip  and  knowledge  be  upon 
an  equal  footing. 

Notwithftanding  the  difficulty  of  enter¬ 
ing  the  ftraits  on  this  tide,  when  thefe  con¬ 
trary  winds  and  currents  are  in  force,  yet 
almoft  all  the  fhips  which  fall  to  leeward, 
upon  the  weft  coaft  of  Sumatra  as  well  as 
thofe  which  come  from  Surat,  Malabar , 
i Ceylon ,  Coromandel,  Bengal ,  or  other  places 
in  the  weft  of  India,  are  obliged  to  pafs 
through  this  channel,  as  it  is  fcarcely  pof- 
fible  for  them  to  reach  the  windward  fhore 
of  Java,  in  the  teeth  of  the  foutheaft  mon- 
foon,  and  they  therefore  cannot  avail  of  the 
other  paffage.  That  this,  however,  is  not 
wholly  impradlicable,  appeared  by  the  fttips, 
the  Young  Lieven ,  and  the  Ajia,  who  in  the 
month  of  June,  1770,  effected  it ;  yet  fuch 
cafes  are  extremely  rare. 

The  entrance  of  the  ftraits,  on  this  fide, 
affords  an  uncommonly  pleating  profpedt. 
near  the  Sumatran  fhore.  Firft,  the  Flat 
Point,  which  is  low,  and  covered,  with  trees, 
and  behind  it  the  majeftic  mountains  of 
Sumatra,  rifing  with  a  gradual  afeent,  and 
reaching 
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teaching  to  the  clouds;  a  little  more  for* 
Ward,  the  Keizer s,  or  Emperors  ifland,  lifts 
its  high  and  fpiry  fummit ;  farther  on*  the 
iflands  Kraketau,  Slybzee ,  and  Pulo  Bide ,  or 
the  Iron  Ifland,  fhew  their  mounrains  covered 
with  ever-verdant  woods.  The  oppofite 
coaft  of  Java  is  not  inferior  to  this,  and  im¬ 
proves  continually  in  appearance,  as  you  pafs 
along  it,  affording  at  the  fame  time  good 
anchorage,  which  is  not  to  be  met  with  on 
the  Sumatra  fide.  The  numerous  groves  of 
cocoanut-palms,  and  the  rice-fields  in  the 
background,  give  the  moft  pleafing  ideas  of 
the  fertility  of  the  foil. 

Twelve  or  thirteen  leagues  from  Prince’s 
Ifland,  in  the  narroweft  part  of  the  ftrait, 
and  oppofite  to  Varkens ,  or  Hog  Point  of 
Sumatra ,  lies  an  ifland,  that,  on  account 
of  its  fituation,  exactly  in  the  middle  of 
the  channel,  has,  with  great  propriety,  ob¬ 
tained  the  name  of  Dwars  in  den  Wegt 
Thwart  the  Way,  or  Middle  Ijle.  It  is  low, 
and  of  little  extent,  with  fome  finall  reefs, 
which  ftretch  out  from  it  here  and  there. 
Like  all  the  iflands  in  thefe  feas,  it  is  co¬ 
vered  with  wood,  and,  as  far  as  I  know,  it 
is  uninhabited. 
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A  ftrong  current  runs  through  the  paf- 
jages  on  either  lide  of  this  ifland,  during  the 
whole  year,  fetting,  with  the  prevailing  • 
eafterly  or  wefterly  winds,  either  to  the 
northeaft  or  to  the  fouthweft,  although  it 
lometimes  happens,  that  the  current  runs 
contrary  to  the  direflion  of  the  wind,  for  a 
fhort  time.  Between  Dwars  in  den  Weg  and 
the  coaft  of  'Java,  and  farther  on  to  the  point 
of  Bantam ,  there  appears  to  be  a  fettled  cur¬ 
rent,  independent  o'f  the  wind  ;  at  lead;  I 
found,  when,  in  the  month  of  June,  com¬ 
ing  from  Bengal,  with  the  fhip  Cornelia  Hil- 
legonda ,  I  lay  at  anchor,  for  a  day  and  a  half, 
in  the  bay  of  Anjer ,  over  again#  Dwars  in 
den  Weg ,  that  the  current  changed  its  courfe 
to  a  contrary  direction,  twice  in  four-and- 
twenty  hours  $  that,  however,  which  flowed 
towards  the  ftraits,  was  full  as  ftrong  again, 
as  that  which  let  the  oppofite  way  :  the  $.e. 
monfoon  was  then  at  its  height.  I  experi¬ 
enced  the  fame  thing  in  the  month  of  No¬ 
vember  of  the  fame  year,  with  the  fliip  Dtuis 
ter  Mye ,  though  it  was  then  in  the  latter  end 
of  the  monfoon. 

Ships  palling  out  through  the  ftraits  of 
Snnda , 
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Sunda ,  often  anchor  in  the  bay  of  Anjer ,  in 
order  to  take  in  their  laft  fupply  of  frefli 
t  water,  from  a  rivulet  which  runs  from  the 
mountains  into  the  fea,  at  this  place,  dole 
to  a  little  grove  of  cocoanut-trecs.  There 
is  likewife  a  Javanefe  village,  which  is  un¬ 
der  the  jurifdiction  of  the  king  of  Bantam , 
and  which  has  erroneoufly  been  reckoned, 
by  fome  travellers,  among  the  large  cities 
of  Java,  though  it  has  nothing  that  can  be 
conftrued  into  a  town.  * 

Not  far  from  this  place,  there  is  an  iflet 
or  rock,  entirely  overgrown  with  brufli- 
wood,  which  is  called  the  Brabandfch-hoedje% 
and. a  little  farther  to  the  north,  a  fimilar 
one',  called  the  Boppers-hoedje  this  laft  is 
fteep  and  bold,  having  fifty  fathom  depth 
clofe  to  it. 

The  Dutch  Eaft-India  Company  claim 
an  abfolute  fovereignty  over  the  Straits  of 
Sunda  ^  and  this  is  acknowledged  by  all  the 
other  powers.  The  Company  require  the 
falute,  and  have  the  right  of  interdi&ing 
this  paflage  -to  all  other  nations,  though  they 

*  Thefe  fmall  iflands  are  called  the  Cap  and  Button ,  by  the 
Engliih  navigators.  T. 
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do  not  put  their  right  in  force  *.  This 
right  is  maintained  as  proceeding  from  the 
circumftance,  that  the  land  on  both  tides  of 
the  ftraits  is  tributary  to  the  Company  ;  viz* 
the  kingdom  of  Bantam  on  the  "Java  fhore, 
and  on  the  other  fide  the  land  of  Lampon , 
with  that  which  lies  farther  weftward,  being 
conquered  provinces  belonging  to  Bantam. 
There  is  a  refolution,  on  this  fubjedt,  of  the 
council  of  India,  and  articles  are  included 
in  the  fecret  orders,  which  are  given  to  the 
Company’s  fhips,  bound  to  the  weft  of  India, 
refpedting  the  falute  to  be  required  of  the 
fhips  of  other  nations ;  which  order  is  not 
to  be  opened,  unlefs  they  chance  to  meet 
with  fuch. 

From  Anjer  to  the  point  of  Bantam ,  the 
country  appears,  in  general,  with  high 
mountains  inland,  and  a  foreland  more  level. 
From  this  point,  which  is  the  northernmoft 
extremity  of  ‘Java,  the  land  declines  to  the 
foutheaft,  and -makes  a  deep  bay;  and  in 

*  This  claim  has  never  been  openly  made  by  the  Dutch, 
except  indeed  their  putting  fundry  queftions  to  all  ftrange 
fhips  who  pafs  the  ftraits,  as  circumftantially  related  4> 
Cook’s  voyage  in  the  Endeavour,  may  be  conftrued  into  fuch 
a  claim  and  it  would  probably  not  be  allowed,  by  the  other 
nations  who  trade  to  India,  if  infilled  upon.  T. 

VOL.  I.  P 


the 


[  *10  ] 

the  fartheft  part  of  the  bight  is  fituate  the 
city  of  Bantam ,  of  which  I  have  already 
made  fome  mention,  and  fhall  fay  more 
refpedling  it  hereafter. 

From  the  point  of  Pontang ,  which  forms 
the  eaftern  extremity  of  the  bay  of  Bantam, 
as  that  which  we  have  juft  mentioned  does 
the  weftern,  the  land  is  every  where  very 
low;  yet  there  are  high  mountains  inland, 
among  which  the  Blue  mountain  towers 
above  the  reft.  Although  this  mountain 
lies  at  a  great  diftance,  towards  the  fouth 
fide  of  the  ifland,  and  foutheaft  from  Bata~ 
via,  yet  it  is  feen  before  Bantam.  It  was 
formerly,  as  is  related,  a  yolcano ;  but  no¬ 
thing  of  this  kind  is  at  prefent  perceivable. 

The  navigation  from  this  place  to  the 
road  of  Batavia,  affords  the  moft  agreeable 
profpedts,  by  the  numerous  ftnall  iflands, 
covered  with  perpetual  verdure,  which  are 
ftrewed,  at  it  were,  along  the  fea.  The 
anchoring-ground  is  every  where  very  good, 
but  there  are  many  rocks,  which  are  from 
ten  to  eighteen  feet  under  water,  and  which 
'  fometimes  occafion  much  damage  to  the 
veffels  that  do  not  carefully  avoid  them. 
The  government  of  Batavia ,  however,  have 
can  fed 
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caufed  buoys  to  be  placed  upon  them,  moor¬ 
ed  by  heavy  anchors ;  and  upon  forne  of 
them  beacons  are  ere&ed  ;  but  when  thefe 
are  wafhed  away  by  the  currents,  the  navi¬ 
gator  muft  avoid  the  rocks,  by  taking  the 
bearings  of  the  feveral  iflands. 

The  road  of  Batavia  is  ju'fdy  efteemed 
one  of  the  be  ft  in  the  world,  as  well  with 
regard  to  the  anchoring-ground,  which  con- 
fifts  of  a  foft  clay,  as  with  regard  to  the 
fafety  it  affords  to  the  fhips  which  anchor 
in  it,  and  to  the  number  which  it  can  con¬ 
tain.  Although  the  road  is  open  from  the 
n.w.  to  e.n.e.  and  eaft,  yet  fhips  lie  as 
fecure  and  quiet  as  if  they  were  landlocked, 
on  account  of  the  numerous  iflands  which 
lie  on  that  fide,  and  break  the  force  of  the 
waves.  Ships,  therefore,  are  never  obliged 
to  moor  flem  and  idem  here ;  and  the  cur¬ 
rent  which  runs  within  the  iflands  is  not 
ftrong,  but  without  them  it  is  very  violent. 

In  the  road,  neareft  to  the  town,  lies  a 
guardfhip,  commonly  called  the  admiral- 
fhip,  with  an  enfign  at  the  top,  from  which, 
both  in  the  day  and  in  the  night,  fuch  fig- 
nals  are  made  to  the  other  fhips  in  the  road, 
as  the  commanding  officer  fhall  think  need- 
P  2  fuh 
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fill.  For  feveral  years  part,  it  has  "been  re¬ 
gulated,  that  one  of  the  captains  of  the 
ihips  in  the  road,  fhould  keep  guard  on 
board  this  fhip,  in  order  that,  in  cafe  of  ac¬ 
cident,  by  fire  or  otherwife,  there  may  be 
always  fomebody  at  hand,  to  give  the  ne- 
ceffary  diredlions,  as  the  other  captains  of 
the  vefTels  generally  pafs  the  night  in  the 
city.  On  fuch  occafions,  a  fignal  is  made 
•from  the  admiral-fhip,  to  give  information, 
in  order  that  the  neceffary  affiftance  be  im¬ 
mediately  fent  from  the  fhcrs. 

Before  I  fay  ary  thing  of  Batavia,  it  will 
not  be  improper  to  relate  how  far  the  power 
of  the  Eafi-India  Company  expends  over  the 
whole  iiland  of  'Java.  This  is  divided  into 
four  empires,  or  kingdoms,  which  are,  either 
wholly  or  in  part,  fubjedl  to  the  dominion 
of  the  Company. 

The  firft,  to  begin  from  the  weft,  is  the 
kingdom  of  Bantam  ;  this  is  governed  by  its 
own  kings,  with  full  power  of  life  aud 
death  over  their  fubje6ts ;  yet  they  are  tri¬ 
butary  to  the  Company,  paying  a  yearly 
acknowledgment  of  a  hundred  bhars  of 
pepper,  or  37,500  Pounds  weight.  Befide 
which,  there  is  a  Arid  engagement  entered 

into 
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into  .by  the  king,  not  to  fell  any  pepper,  or 
any  thing  elfe  of  the  produce  of  his  country, 
to  other  nations.  It  muft  all  be  delivered 
to  the  Company,  for  a  certain  ftipulated 
price.  And  this  does  not  folely  regard  the 
pepper,  produced  in  his  dominions  in  Java, 
but  likewife  all  that  is  grown  in  his  other 
territories,  his  conquered  provinces,  fituatdd 
in  the  great  ifland  of  Borneo,  and  in  Suma¬ 
tra,  which  likewife  yield  much  pepper  ;  and 
the  Company  have  accordingly  refidencies 
eftablifhed,  in  the  firft,  at  BanjermaJJing,  and 
in  the  laft,  at  Lampon  Toulabounva ,  which 
ferve,  in  the  fame  way  as  Fort  Speelwyk 
does  at  Bantam ,  to  enforce  the  fulfilment  of 
the  treaties,  and  to  prevent  a  contraband 
trade. 

The  king  of  Bantam  is  alfo  deprived  of  the 
power  of  appointing  his  own  fucceffor,  and 
the  Company  nominate  one  of  the  royal 
family  to  fucceed  him,  as  latterly  took  place 
in  the  year  1767. 

The  fpeech  made,  on  that  occafion,  by  Mr. 
Ossenberg,  ordinary  counfellor  of  India, 
who  was  deputed  thither  from  Batavia ,  to 
reprefent  the  united  Dutch  Eaft-India  Com¬ 
pany,  as  lord  paramount,  appeared  to  me, 
p  2  from 
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from  its  peculiarity,  well  worthy  of  being 
literally  inferred  in  this  place,  as  tranflated 
out  of  the  Malay,’  which  was  the  language 
in  which  it  was  delivered,  as  follows  : 

“  His  excellency  the  governor  general, 
€i  and  the  honourable  the  council  of  India, 
having  thought  fit  and  refblved,  to  appoint 
“  me,  as  their  commilTary  plenipotentiary 
“  to  the  court  of  Bantam ,  in  order,  at  the 
u  requeft  of  the  king,  to  propofe  and  ap- 
if  point,  his  majefty’s  el  deft  foil  Pangorang 
“  (prince)  Gusti,  as  hereditary  prince,  and 
“  fbcceftor  to  the  empire  of  Bantam ;  and, 
“  this  defirable  period  being  now  arrived, 
“  in  confequence,  I,  the  commiftary  afore- 
“  faid,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  ge- 
“  neral  Eaft-India  Company  of  the,  Nether- 
tc  lands,  appoint  the  faid  pangorang ,  to  be 
-pangorang  ratoo ,  or  hereditary  prince, 
“  and  heir  to  the  crown  and  the  whole 
“  empire  of  Bantam ,  by  the  title  of  Abdul 
“  Mofagir  Mohamed  Ali  Joudeen. 

“  The  commiftary  expedls,  that  the  faid 
u  pangorang  ratoo  will,  at  all  times,  con- 
“  fider  this,  his  important  promotion,  as  a 
<c  peculiar  favour,  and  a  great  benefit  con- 
u  ferred  upon  him  by  the  honourable  Com- 
“  pany  ; 
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«  pahy;  being  adopted  from  this  moment,  as 
“  the  grandfon  of  the  Eaft-India  Company  of 
“  the  Netherlands ;  and  that  he  will  hence- 
“  forward,  oh  all  occafions,  and  in  all  times, 
“  behave  with  integrity  and  gratitude  to- 
“  wards  them,  obeying  the  commands  of  the 
“  honourable  Company,  and  of  the  king  his 
“  father,  during  his  whole  life.” 

After  the  appointment,  this  harangue 
was  again  read,  by  order  of  the  commiflary, 
in  the  Malay  language,  in  the  prefence  of 
the  king  his  father,  of  all  the  grandees  of 
his  court,  and  a  number  of  the  Company’s 
fervants,  who  had  come  from  Batavia,  and 
belonged  to  the  retinue  of  the  commiflary  ; 
and  the  ceremony  concluded  with  the  play¬ 
ing  of  gomgoms ,  and  other  demonflrations 
of  joy. 

The  fecond  empire  in  Java,  is  that  of 
Jaccatra,  which  is  bounded,  to  the  eaft,  by 
that  of  Cheribon ,  and  to  the  weft,  by  the 
kingdom  of  Bantam .•  Jaccatra  *  was  for¬ 
merly  governed  by  its  own  kings,  but  the 
laft  of  thefe,  having  been  lubdued  by  the 
arms  of  the  Company  in  the  year  1619, 
they  have  ever  fince  poflelTed  it,  by  the  right' 
of  conqueft,  as  fovereigns.  It  is  under  the 
immediate  government  of  the  governor  ge- 
p  4  neral. 
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neral,  and  the  council  of  India,  and  all  the 
Javanefe  of  Jaccatra ,  are  therefore  born  the 
Company’s  lubjedts.  Before  this  revolution, 
"Jaccatra  was  the  capital  of  the  empire,  but 
Batavia ,  which  is  built  very  near  the  for¬ 
mer,  is  now  the  chief  place. 

The  third  empire,  is  that  of  Cheribon. 
This  is  at  prefent  under  the  dominion  of 
three  different  princes,  who  are  independent 
of  the  Company,  and  fovereigns  in  their  re-  ' 
fpe&ive  diflridls.  Yet  they  are  their  allies, 
and,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  king  of  Ban- 
tam,  they  are  bound,  by  treaty,  to  fell  all 
the  produce  of  their  territories,  exclusively 
to  the  Company,  and  not  to  permit  any 
other  nation  than  the  Dutch,  to  enter  their 
dominions;  for  the  due  maintenance  of  which 
conditions,  the  Company  likewife  take  care 
to  guard  and  garrifon  their  feaports. 

Thefe  princes  would  be  the  only  ones  in 
Java ,  who  poffeffed  not  only  nominal,  but 
alfo  real  fovereignty,  were  it  not  for  the 
fituation  of  their  dominions,  which  lie  be¬ 
tween  Jaccatra ,  and  the  empire  of  the  Soe- 
foehoenam ,  or  emperor  of  Java,  who  is  alfo 
a  dependant  on  the  Company  ;  of  whom  they 
mull  of  courfe  Sand  in  awe,  and  whofc 
wifhes 
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wilhes  they  muft  in  every  refpe&  obferve; 
for  if  they  do  not,  the  Company  make  no 
fcruple  of  dethroning  one  prince,  and 
e'ftablifhing  another  in  his  ftead. 

The  Company  exercifed  their  power  in 
this  refped,  in  the  commencement  of  the 
year  1769.  One. of  thefe  Cheribon  princes, 
not  treating  his  fubjedis  well,  was  put  under 
arreft,  by  orders  from  the  council  of  India, 
and  banifhed  to  the  caftle  Victoria,  in  the 
ifland  of  Amboyna ;  while  another  prince  of 
the  blood  was  elevated  to  the  vacant  dig¬ 
nity,  upon  the  condition,  however,  of  his 
furnifhing  a  certain  annual  fum  of  money, 
for  the  fupport  of  his  imprifoned  prede- 
ceffor. 

The  fourth  empire,  is  that  of  the  Soefoeboe- 
nam ,  or  emperorof  Java,  which  isoften  called 
Soefoehoenam  Mataram ,  from  the  place  of  his 
refidence.  This  empire,  comprehended,  of 
old,  the  greateft  part  of  the  ifland :  that  of 
Cheribon ,  once  formed  part  of  it,  and  it  was 
then  very  powerful ;  but,  fince  our  nation 
has  been  eftablifhed  here,  it  has  loft  much  of 
its  luftre  and  importance.  Yet  it  remained 
undivided  till  about  the  middle  of  the  pre- 
fent  century,  when  the  emperor,  found  him- 

felf 
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.  felf  fb  much  enjbaraflfed,  in  confequence  of 
the  rebellion  of  Manko  Boeni,  a  prince  of 
the  blood,  that  he  made  a  ceffion  of  his  ter¬ 
ritories  to  the  Company,  who,  in  return, 
granted  him  the  half  back  again  as  their 
vafifal,  and  promifed  him  their  protedtion,- 
engaging  at  the  fame  time,  never  to  make 
any  one  emperor'  of  Java^  who  was  not  a 
prince  of  the  imperial  family. 

The  empire  being  thus  Iplit  into'  two 
parts,  the  other  half,  was,  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner,  given  to  Manko  Boeni,  as  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  vaffal,  under  the  title  of  Sultan ,  with 
the  likepromife  of  protedlion,  and  the  like  en¬ 
gagement  never  to  nominate  any  other  than 
princes  of  his  family,  as  fucceflors  to  his 
dignity.  This  other  half,  therefore,  confti- 
tutes  the  fifth  empire  of  Java. 

To  thefe  may  be  added  a  fixth,  though  it 
does  not  properly  belong  to  Java  being  a 
feparate  ifland,  but  clofe  to  it.  I  mean  the 
ifland  and  principality  of  Madura ,  which  is 
divided  from  Java ,  by  a  narrow  ftrait.  It 
is  under  the  government  of  a  prince,  who 
is  equally  a  valfal  of  the  Company,  who,  on 
this  account,  alfo  dilpofe  refpedling  the  fuc- 
ceffion. 


All 
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All  thefe  princes  are  under  engagements 
(as  has  already  been  noticed  with  refpeCl  to 
Bantam ,  and  to  Cheribon ),  to  deliver  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  their  refpe&ive  countries  to  the 
Company  alone,  and  not  to  fell  any  of  it  to 
any  other  nation ;  likewife,  not  to  enter 
into  any  connections,  or  treaties,  with  other 
powers ;  and  great  care  is  taken,  to  en¬ 
force  thefe  conditions,  by  the  Company, 
whofe  numerous  forts  and  garrifons,  along 
the  whole  north  coaft  of  Java,  render 
the  contravention  of  them  extremely  dif¬ 
ficult,  if  not  wholly  impoflible,  to  the  na¬ 
tive  princes. 

Were  they,  however,  all  to  unite  againft 
the  Company,  the  latter  would  be  in  a  very 
difagreeable  predicament ;  but  their  mutual 
and  unceafing  jealoufies  and  animofities, 
are  fafeguards  againft  this.  Though  the 
Company’s  government  do  not  perhaps  fo¬ 
ment,  yet  they  do  not  extinguifh  the  flames 
of  difcord  j  which  being  always  kept  fmoul- 
dering,  make  one  native  prince  prevent 
whatever  another  may  defign  againft  the 
Company,  by  giving  them  immediate  advice 
thereof. 

It  was  likewife  for  very  folid  political 
reafons, 
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teafons,  that  the  empire  of  Java,  was  allow¬ 
ed,  or  rather  contrived,  to  be  divided  into 
two  ftates ;  for  fuch  an  extent  of  territory 
as  it  formerly  comprehended,  would  always 
have  made  whoever  was  its  foie  matter,  a 
dangerous  neighbour  to  the  Company, where¬ 
as  being  now  under  the  dominion  of*two 
different  men,  who  are  likewife  irrecon- 
cileable  enemies,  it  is  eafily  kept  in  entire 
fubjeftion. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER  II. 

Situation  of  Java.  —  Climate. — Land .  and  Sea 
Winds. — Mr, if  eons. — Thunder  forms. — Rivers. — 
Productions. — Pepper. — Rice. — Sugar. — Cjfee. — 
Cot' or -Tarn. — Salt. — Indigo. — Timber. — FruitL 
—  '/aft  Variety  of  them. — The  Natives. — Their 
Qhar alter.  —  Drefs.  —  Cuftoms.  —  Dwellings ,  — 
pood.  —  Diverfions.  —  Religion.  —  Phyftcians.  — - 
Agriculture. 


JaVA  is  fituated,  as  we  have  before  ob- 
ferved,  to  the  fouth  of  the  equator,  in  a 
climate,  which  was  thought  uninhabitable 
by  the  ancients,  on  account  of  the  fcorching 
heat,  which  they  believed  rendered  che  iand 
there  fo  arid  and  barren,  as  to  be  unable  to 
produce  any  thing  for  the  fubiiftence  of  man. 
This  opinion  originated  from  their  total  ig¬ 
norance  refpe&ing  the  interior  parts  of 
Africa,  which  lie  between  the  tropics,  as 
well  as  refpediing  the  Indies,  and  the  great 
peninfula  beyond  the  Ganges .  The  im¬ 

provements  of  navigation,  in  modern  times, 
have  exploded  this  error,  and  proved  that 
the  lands  near  the  equinodial,  far  from 
5  being 
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being  infertile  and  uninhabited,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  yield  the  palm  in  nothing,  to  lefs  tor¬ 
rid  regions,  and  are  able  to  feed  full  as 
many  inhabitants,  as  the  mod:  fertile  coun¬ 
try  in  the  temperate  clim&tes,  provided  the 
land  be  but  properly  cultivated. 

The  idea,  that  the  heat  mud  be  utterly 
infupportable  in  thefe  par  es,  is  not  fo  abfurd, 
for  the  fun  is  twice  a  year  vertically  over 
them,  and  its  rays  /hoot  almod  always  in  a 
perpendicular  line  ;  fo  that  it  would,  for  cer¬ 
tain,  be  nearly  as  bad  as  was  fiippofed,  if 
‘  Nature  herfelf  did  not  come  to  their  adid- 
ance,  by  the  refrefhing  land  and  fea-breezes, 
which  blow  here  alternately,  throughout  the 
year,  and  lo  far  moderate  the  heat,  as  to 
make  it  bearable  by  mod  men.  As  the 
rifing  and  fetting  of  the  fun,  is  likewife 
always  nearly  at  the  fame  hour,  and  fcarcely 
differing  more  than  a  few  minutes,  the  long 
nights  confequently  cool  the  air  lo  much, 
that  in  the  morning,  for  an  hour  or  two 
before  daybreak,  it  may  be  rather  faid  to  be 
cold  than  warm,  efpecially  for  fuch  people 
as  have  refided  here  for  fome  time. 

From  the  month  of  July  to  November, 
which  was  the  time  of  my  lad  day  at  JBafa- 
I  via. 
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via,  the  thermometer  of  Fahrenheit  .was 
always,  in  the  hottefl  part  of  the  day,  be¬ 
tween  84°  and  90°,.  excepting  only  one  day, 
when  it  rofe  to  920  ;  and  in  the  greateft  de¬ 
gree  of  coolnefs  in  the  morning,  it  was  fel- 
dom  lower  than  76°.  This  thermometer 
was  placed  in  the  open  air,  in  the  city, 
ffiaded  both  from  the  rays  of  the  fun,  and 
from  their  refle&ion. 

The  barometer  undergoes  little  or  no 
variation,  and  Hands  for  a  whole  year  at 
twenty-nine  inches  ten  lines,  as  I  was  in¬ 
formed  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mohr,  who  made 
daily  annotations  thereof. 

The  warmth  of  the  air  decreafes  greatly, 
on  approaching  the  mountains,  which  lie 
towards  the  fouthern  parts  of  the  ifland. 
Credible  people  have  affured  me,  that  at  the 
country-feat  of  the  governor  general,  which 
is  called  Buitenzorg  (rural  care),  and  is  fitu- 
ated  full  fixteen  Dutch  miles  fouth  from 
Batavia,  at  the  foot  of  the  Blue  mountains, 
the  cold  is  fo  great  in  the  morning,  that  not 
only  thick  clothes  are  requifite,  but  it  is 
difficult  to  become  warm  even  with  them*. 
The 

*  Dr.  Thunbero,  who  vifited  both  Buitenx.org  and  the 
JIue  mountains,  fays,  that  the  climate  there  was  very  healthy 

and 
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The  land  and  Tea- winds,  of  which  men- 
•  tion  has  already  been  made,  blow  here  every 
day,  without  exception:  The  fea-breeze, 
which,  in  the  eaft  mcnfoon  is  generally  con¬ 
fined  between  e.n.e.  and  north,  but  in  the 
well;  monfooti  runs  as  far  as  n.w.  and  farther, 
begins  to  blow,  about  eleven  or  twelve 
o’clock  in  the  forenoon.  It  encreafes  in  the 
afternoon  by  degrees,  till  the  evening,  and 
then  dies  gradually  away,  till  about  eight 
or  nine  o’clock,  it  is  perfe&ly  calm.  The 
land-wind  then  begins  at  midnight,  or  juft 
before,  and  continues  till  an  hour  or  two 
after  funrife,  when  it  generally  again  falls 
calm,  till  the  fea-breeze  comes  on  at  its  ac- 
cuftomed  hour. 

The  year  is  divided  into  two  feafons,  one 
of  which  is  called  the  eaji  monfoon  *,  or  dry 

and  rcfrefhing,  and  the  air,  efpecially  in  the  morning  and 
evening,  not  only  cool,  but  abfolutely  cold,  infomuch,  that, 
not  having  brought  a  great-coat  with  him,  he  was  “  chilled, 
“  and  perfectly  (hivered  with  the  cold  evening  air,  in  a  coun- 
“  try,  that  lies  almoft  direftly  under  the  equator.”  T. 

*  The  word  monfoon  (in  Dutch,  moujfon),  is  derived  from 
moufjim ,  which,  in  the  Malay  language,  fignifies  fafin.  See 
Valentyn  befcbryving  van  Oof -Indie,  vol.  ii,  p.  136. 

Mr.  Marsden,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Sumatra page  13,  fays, 
that  the  word  mocffeem,  of  which  the  term  monfoon  appears  to  be 
a  corruption,  fignifies  a year^  both  in  Arabic,  and  in  Malay.  T, 
feafon, 
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feafon,  and  the  other  the  weft  tnonfoon>  ot 
rainy  feafon. 

The  eaft,  or  good  monfoon  (goede  mouffbn J, 
commences  in  the  months  of  April  and  May, 
and  ends  in  the  latter  end  of  September,  or 
the  beginning  of  Odtober.  The  tradewinds 
then  blow,  about  four  or  five  leagues  off 
Ihore,  and  through  the  whole  of  the  Indian 
feas,  to  the  fouth  of  the  line,  from  the  s.e. 
and  e.s.e.  at  times,  however,  running  as 
far  as  s.s.e.  with  fine  dry  weather,  and  a 
clear  Iky. 

The  weft,  or  bad  monfoon  (kwaade 
mouffbn ),  generally  begins  in  the  latter  end 
of  November,  or  the  beginning  of  Decem¬ 
ber.  The  wind  then  often  blows  with  great 
violence,  and  is  accompanied  by  heavy  tor¬ 
rents  of  rain,  which  render  this  feafon  very 
unhealthy,  and  a  time  of  the  greateft  mor¬ 
tality.  The  fame  winds  are  likewife  found 
to  prevail  every  where  to  the  fouth  of  the 
line.  They  continue  till  the  latter  end  of 
February,  or  the  beginning  of  March,  and 
then  are  very  variable,  till  April ;  in  which 
month,  as  I  was  informed,  the  eafterly 
winds  begin  to  blow :  hence  thefe  months, 
as  likewife  O&ober  and  part  of  November, 

vol.  i.  are 
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Sire  called  the  Ihifting  months  ;  and  thefe 
times  of  the  breaking  up  of  the  monfoons, 
are  efteemed,  at  Batavia ,  the  moft  unhealthy 
of  all. 

It  is  very  remarkable,  that  when  the 
welter ly  winds  blow  as  far  as  nine  or  ten 
degrees  to  the  fouth  of  the  line,  the  con¬ 
trary  takes  place,  at  the  fame  time,  and  to 
the  fame  diftance,  to  the  north  of  it ;  and 
vice  verfa,  when  the  wefterly  winds  prevail 
to  the  north,  the  eafterly  winds  blow  to  the 
fouth  of  the  line ;  which  alternation  is 
greatly  helpful  to  the  navigation  weft  ward 
of  Java. 

For  fome  years  paft,  it  has  been  obferved 
at  Batavia ,  that  the  commencement  of  the 
monfoons  begins  to  be  very  uncertain,  fo  that, 
neither  their  beginning,  nor  their  end,  can  be 
depended  upon,  with  fo  much  certainty,  as 
formerly ;  the  caufe  of  which  has  not  hither¬ 
to  been  dilcovered. 

Thunderftorms  are  very  frequent  at  Bata- 
viay  efpecially  towards  the  conclufion  of  the 
monfoons,  when  they  occur  almoft  every 
evening.  They,  however,  moftly  pafs  away 
without  doing  any  damage.  I  have  noticed 
in  my  journal  the  only  two  times,  during 


my 
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my  refidence  there,  that  they  did  any;  the 
one,  in  the  month  of  Auguft,  1769,  whe11 
I  was  at  the  ifland  Onruji ,  where  the  light¬ 
ning  fell  upon  the  powder-magazine,  wholly 
deftroying  the  tiled  roof,  while  it  fortu¬ 
nately  happened,  that  there  was  no  powder, 
at  that  time,  in  the  magazine  ;  the  other, 
when  it  ftruck  the  fhip,  the  Admiral  de  Rut¬ 
ter ,  in  October,  1 770  ;  both  which  accidents 
were  however  unaccompanied  by  the  de- 
flrudlion  of  any  perfon. 

To  the  beft  of  my  knowledge,  there  are 
no  large  rivers  in  Java ,  navigable  by  vef- 
fels  of  even  a  moderate  burden,  but  there 
are  many  fmall  ones,  which  flowing  down 
from  the  mountains,  in  a  northerly  direc¬ 
tion,  run  into  the  fea,  all  along  the  north 
coaft ;  they  are,  however,  moftiy  choaked 
up  at  the  mouth,  by  fands,  or  mudbanks, 
which  render  their  entrances,  at  low  water, 
very  difficult  to  the  fmalleft  veffels. 

On  the  bank,  or  bar,  before  Batavia,  the 
flood  rifes  about  fix  feet,  though  at  fpring- 
tides,  as  every  where,  it  is  more.  High  and 
low  water,  likewife,  only  occur  once  in  four- 
and- twenty  hours. 

The  productions  which  the  ifland  yields, 
<L3 
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are  confidcrable,  and  of  great  importance  to 
the  Company  ;  more  particularly  for  the  laft 
thirty  years,  in  which  period,  the  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  coffee,  and  other  articles,  has  been 
affiduoufly  profecuted  and  encouraged. 

The  chief  produce  is  pepper,  which  is 
moffly  grown  in  the  weftern  part  of  the 
ifland.  This  fpice  is  produced  from  a  plant  * 
of  the  vine  kind,  which  twines  its  ten¬ 
drils  round  poles,  or  trees,  like  ivy  or  hops. 
The  pepper  corns  grow  in  bunches,  clofe  to 
each  other.  They  are  firft  green,  but  af¬ 
terwards  turn  black.  When  dried,  they  are 
firfl  feparated  from  the  duff,  and  partly  from 
the  outward  membranous  coat,  by  means  of 
a  kind  of  winnow,  called  a  harp ,  and  then 
laid  up  in  warehoufes.  This  winnow,  or 
harp,  is  an  oblong  frame,  with  a  bottom  of 
iron  wire,  clofely  twilled,  fo  that  the  pep¬ 
percorns  cannot  pafs  through  it ;  this  is  fet 
doping,  and  the  ungarbled  pepper  rolling 
along  it,  frees  itfelf  fro^m  moft  of  its  im¬ 
purities. 

The  empire  of  Bantam ,  with  its  depen¬ 
dencies  at  Lampon ,  yield  annually  to  the 
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Company,  more  than  fix  millions  of  pounds 
of  this  fpice.  This  pepper  is  efteemed  the 
next  belt  to  that  which  comes  from  the 
coafi:  of  Malabar.  That  from  Palembang , 
of  which  likewife  a  very  confiderable  quan¬ 
tity  is  delivered  to  the  Company,  as  well 
as  that  of  Borneo,  is  of  a  much  inferior 
quality  *. 

The  price,  for  which  the  king  of  Bantam 
is  obliged  to  fell  all  the  pepper,  produced  in 
his  dominions,  is  fixed  at  fix  rixdollars,  or 
fourteen  gilders  and  eight  ftivers  per  picol, 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds  -j*. 

It  has  been  the  opinion  of  many,  that  the 
white  pepper,  is  the  fruit  of  a  plant,  dif- 
tin£i  from  that  which  produces  the  black ; 
this,  however,  is  not  the  cafe  ;  they  are 
both  the  fame  production  ;  but  the  white  is 
manufactured,  by  being  laid  in  lime,  which 
takes  off  its  outer  coat,  and  renders  it 

*  See  the  exa£t  quantities  of  the  imports  of  pepper  at  Ba¬ 
tavia,  for  one  year,  from  all  thefe  places,  in  book  iv,  chap, 
i,  of  Mr.  Stavorinus’s  fecond  voyage,  T. 

f  Equal  to  about  twenty-two  fhillings  fterling  per  hun¬ 
dred  weight  Englifh,  or  nearly  twopence  halfpenny  per 
pound.  T. 

<U 
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whitifh.  This  is  done  before  the  pepper  is 
perfe&dy  dry. 

Rice  *  is  the  fecond  product  of  Java,  and 
is  colle&ed  in  large  quantities,  efpecially  in 
the  empire  of  Java  proper.  It  grows 
chiefly  in  low,  fenny  ground.  After  it  has 
been  fown,  and  has  fhot  up,  about  two  or 
three  handbreadths,  above  the  ground,  it  is 
tranfplanted  by  little  bundles,  of  fix  or  more 
plants,  in  rows  ;  then  by  the  damming  up 
'of  the  many  rivulets,  which  abound  in  this 
country,  the  rice  is  inundated,  in  the  rainy 
feafon,  and  kept  under  water,  till  the  ftalks 
have  attained  fufficient  ftrength  ;  when  the 
land  is  drained,  by  opening  the  dams,  and 
it  is  foon  dried,  by  the  great  heat  of  the 
fun. 

At  the  time  of  the  rice-harveft,  the  fields 
have  much  the  fame  appearance,  as  our 
wheatand  barley-fields,  and  afford  an  equally 
rich  lcene  of  golden  uniformity. 

The  fickle  is  not  ufed  in  reaping  the  rice, 
but  inftead  of  it  a  fmall  knife,  with  which 
the  ftalk  is  cut,  about  a  foot  under  the  ear  ; 
this  is  done,  one  by  one,  and  they  are  then 

*  Oryza  fativa. 
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bound  into  Iheaves,  the  tenth  of  which  is  the 
reward  of  the  mower. 

The  paddee ,  which  is  the  name  given  to 
the  rice,  whilft  in  the  hulk  *,  does  not  grow, 
like  wheat  and  barley,  in  compact  ears,  hut 
like  oats,  in  loofe  fpikes.  It  is  not  threfhed, 
to  feparate  it  from  the  hulk,  but  ftamped  in 
large  wooden  blocks,  hollowed  out ;  and  the 
more  it  is  ftamped,  the  whiter  it  becomes 
when  boiled.  The  native  Indians,  through¬ 
out  the  eaft,  ufe  this  grain  as  bread,  and  as 
their  principal  food. 

Java  has  been  called  the  granary  of  the 
eaft,  on  account  of  the  immenfe  quantity 
of  rice  which  it  produces.  The  other 
iflands  in  this  neighbourhood,  yield  little  or 
none,  except  Celebes ,  where  enough  is  grown 
to  provide  likewife  Amboyna  with  this  ftaff 
of  life. 

In  the  year  1 767,  the  quantity  of  feven 
thoufand  lafts,  or  thirty-one  millions  of 

*  The  following,  befides  many  others,  are  names  applied 
to  rice,  in  its  different  ftages  of  growth  and  preparation  : 
paddee ,  original  name  of  the  feed  :  oojfay,  grain  of  laft  feafon  ; 
h  unnet,  the  rice-plants  before  tranfplantation ;  bras,  or  bray, 
rice  ftripped  of  its  hulk ;  cbarroop,  rice  cleaned  for  boiling ; 
ttajfee,  boiled  rice,  &c.  T. 

0-4 
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pounds  of  rice  *,  was  required,  and  fur- 
nifhed,  for  the  confumption  of  Batavia,  Cey~ 
Ion ,  and  Banda ,  from  the  ifland  of  yava. 

Sugar  is  likewife  an  article,  which  is 
produced  in  large  quantities  in  yava,  and 
brought  to  Batavia.  The  quantity  of  thir¬ 
teen  millions  of  pounds,  manufactured  in  the 
year  1768  in  the  province  of  Jacatra  alone, 
is  fufficient  to  fhew,  with  what  luxuriance 
the  fugarcane  -j~  flourifhes  here.  Much  of 
it  is  exported  to  the  weft  of  India,  to  Surat 
and  the  coaft  of  Malabar ,  and  the  reft  to 
Europe.  Moft  of  the  fugarmills  are  kept 
and  worked  by  Chinefe, 

A  fourth  production  of  the  ifland,  is  cof¬ 
fee.  The  plantations  of  it  are,  however, 
peculiarly  confined  to  the  provinces  of  Che - 
ribon  and  yaccatra.  The  tree  £  which  pro¬ 
duces  this  berry,  was  firft  introduced  into 
Java  in  1722,  or  1723,  under  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  governor  general  Zwaarde- 
kroon,  who  greatly  encouraged  the  culti¬ 
vation  of  it,  among  the  Javanefe.  It  is  at 

*  14,000  tons,  or  aio,ooo  cwt.  T. 

|  Saccbarum  tfficinaium. 

$  Coffta. 
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prefent  fo  much  multiplied,  that  in  the 
year  1768,  Jaccatra  funiifhed  4,465,500 
pounds  weight  to  the  Company,  who  paid 
no  more,  according  to  the  beft  of  my  know¬ 
ledge,  than  three  rixdollars  and  a  half,  or 
eight  gilders  eight  ftivers,  per  picol  of  a 
hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds  *. 

Cotton-yarn,  is  likewife  an  important  ob¬ 
ject  of  trade,  which  Java  furnifhes  to  the 
Company.  It  is  fpun  by  the  Javanefe,  from 
the  cotton  which  is  produced,  in  great 
plenty,  in  the  interior  parts.  The  province 
of  Jaccatra  yielded,  in  1768,  no  more  than 
*33  pic°ls>  or  16,225  pounds,  w,hich  was 
1875  pounds  lefs  than  ought  to  have  been 
delivered- by  the  Indians,  according  to  the 
quota  impofed  upon  them ;  but  this  deficiency 
was  occafioned  by  a  feafon  of  uncommon 
drought,  by  which  the  cotton-crop  had  been 
materially  injured. 

*  Mr.  Stavorinus  correfts  this  fiatement,  with  refpeft  to 
the  price,  in  his  fecond  voyage,  where  he  informs  us,  that  the 
rate  at  Which  the  Company  paid  for  the  coffee,  was  four  rix¬ 
dollars  per  picol,  being  equal  to  about  14s.  $d.  fterling  per 
cwt. ;  but  other  accounts,  make  this  article  Hand  them  in  the 
fame  proportion  as  the  pepper,  twopence  halfpenny  per  pound, 
or  about  ll.  2 s.  per  cwt. :  the  firft  is  probably  what  is  paid  to 
the  cultivators,  and  the  laft  the  invoice-value,  being  with  the 
addition  of  the  charges.  T. 
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Salt,  much  of  which  is  brought  from 
Rembang  to  Batavia,  is  equally  an  article 
of  trade  for  the  company,  who  difpofe  of 
it,  for  a  handfome  profit,  at  Sumatra's  weft 
coaft. 

Another  product  of  the  country,  is  indigo, 
which  is  moftly  Ihipped  to  Europe.  The 
culture  of  the  plant  which  produces  this 
dye  *,  is  profecuted  with  vigour  in  the  pro¬ 
vince  :  of  Jaccatra.  In  the  year  1768,  the 
. iiia|ives:  were  aflefled  at  6,1 25  pounds,  though 
they  only  furnilhed  2,875  pounds. 

Large  quantities  of  heavy  timber  are  alfo 
brought  from  the  northeaft  coaft  of  Java,  to 
Batavia.  This  is  not,  in  reality,  a  branch 
of  trade  for  the  Company ;  but  it  is  of  great 
importance  for  fhip-building,  and  other  pur- 
pofes  ■f'. 

From  all  this,  the  great  importance  of 
this  ifland  to  the  Company,  is  very  apparent. 
It  produces  fome  of  their  moft  coniiderable 
articles  of  commerce,  and  provides  the  great- 
eft  part  of  their  Indian  pofteffions  with  food, 

*  Indigefera  tlnftoria. 

i  See  the  more  ample  account  given  of  the  articles  of 
trade  of  Java,  in  book  iv,  chap,  i,  of  Mr.  Stavorinus’s 
fecond  voyage.  T. 
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not  to  fay  any  thing  of  the  laft  mentioned 
advantage,  of  furnilhing  materials  for  Ihip- 
building. 

The  illand  is  extremely  abundant  in  fruit- 
bearing  trees.  In  the  firft  place,  me  e  is 
the  cocoanut-palm  *,  which  is  well  known. 
The  Surz  tree,  which  yields  the  palm- 
wine,  or  toddy.  China-oranges  -f ,  of  which 
there  are  two  forts,  one  of  a  large,  and  the 
other  of  a  fmaller  lize.  The  tamarind-' 
tree  %,  whole  fruit  conlifts  in  pods,  contain--, 
ing  the  tamarind,  a  fpungy  fubftance,  in 
which  the  beans  or  Hones  are  inclofed.  The 
pompelmoes ,  or  lhaddock  j|,  the  fruit  of  which 
is  one  of  the  moll  wholefome,  on  account 
pf  its  refrelhing  quality  and  tafte. 

Next  the  durioon ,  or  drioon- tree  §,  the 
fruit 


*  Cocos  nucifera. 

.  -J-  Cit’us  entrant ium . 

J  Tamarindus  itidica. 

||  Citrus  decumanus  ;  the  lhaddock  is  a  large  lemon,  of  the 
fize  of  a  child’s  head;  the  juice  is  moderately  acid,  and 
quenches  third  ;  it  is  cooling,  antifeptic  and  antifcorbutic.  T. 

§  The  botanical  rank  of  the  durioon ,  though  it  is  particu¬ 
larly  noticed  in  Cook’s  voyage  in  the  Endeavour,  as  well 
as  by  Dr.  Thuneerg,  feems  not  to  have  been  yet  afeer- 
tained ;  the  following  account  of  the  tree  which  produces  if, 
from  Marsden,  may  perhaps  he  helpful  to  the  botanift ; 
.  “.The 
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fruit  of  which  is  inclofed  in  a  hard  fhell,  of 
the  fize  of  a  man’s  head,  and  fometimes 
larger ;  it  has  a  mod  difagreeable  fmell, 
which  is  extremely  ofFenfive  to  thofe  who 
•  have  never  eat  of  it  j  when  once,  however, 
the  fruit  is  tailed,  the  loathing  which  its 
odour  is  apt  to  excite,  is  quickly  overcome, 
and  ufe  makes  it,  in  the  end,  fo  familiar, 
that  it  is  generally  preferred  beyond  all 
other  fruits.  It  is  a  llrong  ftim'ulative,  and 
is  therefore  much  prized  by  the  Chinefe. 
The  Surfak- tree  *  has  a  fruit  of  a  f  milar 
kind  with  the  durioon ,  but  it  is  not  accom¬ 
panied  by  fuch  a  fetid  fmell. 

The 

• 

“  The  tree  is  large  and  lofty ;  the  leaves  are  fmall  in  pro- 
“  portion,  but  in  themfelves  long  and  pointed.  The  blof- 
“  foms  grow  in  clutters,  on  the  ftem  and  larger  branches. 

“  The  petals  are  five,  of  a  yellowilh  white,  furrounding  five 
“  bunches  of  ftamina,  each  bunch  containing  about  twelve, 

“  and  each  ftamen  having  four  antherae.  The  pointal  is 
knobbed  at  top.  When  the  ftamina  and  petals  fall,  the 
“  empalement  refembles  a  fungus,  and  is  nearly  the  fhape  of 
“  a  Scotch-bonnet.  The  fruit  is  not  unlike  the  breadfruit, 

“  but  larger  and  rougher  on  the  outfide.”  It  has  by  fome 
been  confounded  with  the  breadfruit.  Dr.  Thunberg  fays, 
it  is  confidered  as  diuretic,  and  fudorific,  and  ferviceable  in 
expelling  wind.  T. 

*  This  feems  to  be  the  nanca,  or  jakes  of  Cook,  and  the 
baa  nanca  ( radtrmacbia )  of  Thunberg;  or  what  is  commonly 

called 
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The  mango- tree  *  deferves  equally  to  be 
noticed ;  its  fruit,  when  ripe,  has  a  thin, 
oblong  fhape,  and  is  about  the  fize  of  a 
goofe’s  egg.  Its  coat  is  not  thick,  of  a 

yellow  colour,  and  foft.  When  peeled,  it 
has  a  flefhy  fubftance.  Within,  it  is  of  an 
orange  colour,  like  a  melon,  with  which 
its  flavour  has  likewife  fome  analogy  j  but 
if  the  mango  be  a  good  one,  it  is  much 
more  delicious. '  In  the  centre,  is  a  large 
kernel.  When  green,  it  is  made  into  att- 
jar  -j“ ;  for  this,  the  kernel  is  taken  out,  and 
the  fpace  filled  up  with  ginger,  pimento, 
and  other  ipicy  ingredients,  after  which  it 
is  pickled  in  vinegar,  and  is  fent  to  all  parts, 
as  prefen  ts,  or  other  wife. 

called  the  jack,  by  the  Engliih;  at  Batavia,  it  is  generally 
of  the  fize  of  a  large  melon :  its  fmell  fomewhat  refembles 
that  of  mellow  apples,  •  mixed  with  garlic ;  the  outer  coat  is 
covered  with  angular  prickles,  and  contains  a  number  of 
feeds,  or  kernels  (which,  when  roafted,  eat  like  chefnuts) 
inclofed  in  a  flefhy  fubftance,  of  a  rich,  but  to  ftran- 
gers,  too  firong  a  flavour,  but  which  gains  upon  the 
tafte.  T. 

*  Mangifera  indica. 

t  Articles  preferved  in  vinegar,  with  pepper  and  other 
fpices,  are  called  attjar  ;  befides  mangos,  the  rind  of  melons, 
cucumbers,  and  in  particular  the  aromatic  roots  of  the  bam¬ 
boo-tree,  with  various  other  roots,  fruits  and  vegetables,  are 
■made  into  attjai,  T, 
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The  mango-tanges ,  or  mangofteen  %  is 
e/leemed  the  moll  delicicous  fruit  that  is 
produced  in  the  Indies.  It  is  generally  of 
the  fi ze  of  an  apple,  and  refembles  a  pome¬ 
granate  in  appearance^  only  it  is  larger 
and  thicker,  and  its  coat  is  not  fo  tough. 
The  fruit,  when  /tripped  of  the  outward  rind, 
appears  like  a  little  apple,  of  a  fnow-white 
hue,  compofed  of  fix  or  feven  lobes,  of  the 
fize  of  a  joint  of  a  finger,  having  a  black 
/tone  in  the  infide  ;  they  are  very  foft  and. 
juicy,  and  their  flavour  is  fo  delightfully  re- 
fre/hing  that  it  is  indefcribable.  The  ta/le 
feemed  to  me,  to  approach  the  neare/t  to 
that  of  the  peach  ;  but  it  is  rather  more  mel¬ 
low  to  the  tafte.  The  tree  which  produces 
it,  is  about  the  fize  of  a  common  plum-tree. 

I  met  with  people,  who  allured  me,  they 
had  been  cured  of  a  dyfentery  of  long  /land¬ 
ing,  by  eating  large  quantities  of  this  fruit  j 
though  others  were  of  opinion,  that  it  pro¬ 
duced  a  contrary  e/Fedt.  The  rind  has  a 
ilrong  aftringent  power,  and  might  perhaps 
be  ufed  as  a  dye,  for  a  fine  deep  red  co¬ 
lour  'j% 

*  Garctnia  manganofta. 

f  The  Chinefe  ufe  th»  rind  of  the  mangofteen  for  dying 
black.  T. 

Lemon 
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Lemon  *  and  lime-trees,  are  here  like- 
wife  in  great  plenty.  There  is  alfo  a  cer¬ 
tain  fruit  called  katappa  which  is  like 
qur  walnuts,  but  better  tailed.  It  grows 
upon  a  high  tree,  which  affords  an  agree¬ 
able  (hade,  and  is  inclofed  in  a  green  hulk, 
in  which  it  lies  in  rolls,  and  is  as  white  as 
milk. 

Pineapples  aft  produced  in  large  quan- 
ties,  and  are  therefore  little  efleemed  at 
Batavia ;  they  are  generally  fold  for  the 
value  of  a  fliver  (penny)  apiece,  and  fome- 
times  for  lefs. 

Befides  thefe,  there  are  many  other  kinds 
of  fruit,  produced  upon,  the  ifland,  which  are 
too  numerous  for  me  to  mention  here  |j. 

The 


*  Citrus  ntedica. 

•f-  Tcrminalia  catappa. 

*  Bromslia  ananas. 

i|  The  fruits  molt  worthy  of  remark,  befides  the  above, 
are  the  following :  the  pifang, or  bananas  (mufa  paradijiaca)  of 
which  there  are  feveral  forts,  the  belt,  pifang  radja,  is  a  de¬ 
licious  and  wholefome  fruit,  with  a  thin  coat,  and  an  inner 
pulpy  part,  which  is  fweetilh,  and  fomewhat  mealy  ;  it  is 
eaten  both  raw,  and  drefied  in  various  ways.  The  jamiot 
{eugenia  malaccenfis),  which  is  of  a  deep  red  colour,  and  oval 
lhape  ;  the  larged  are  not  bigger  than  a  fmall  apple ;  it  is 
pleafiuit  and-coolitw.  though  it  has  not  much  flavour.  The 
jambot- 
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The  native  inhabitants,  are  all  commonly 
called  Javatiefe ,  whether  they  belong  to  the 
kingdom 

jomboo- eyer-ma uer  (eugenia  jambos ),  which  both  fmells 
and  taftes  like  conferve  of  rofes.  The  papaya  (carte* 
papaya ),  which  is  as  large  as  a  fmall  melon,  and  the 
yellow  pulp  within,  has  nearly  the  fame  tafte.  The 
fweetfop  ( annona  fquamofa),  which  confifts  of  a  mafs  of 
large  kernels,  from  which  the  furrounding  pulp,  which  is 
very  fweet,  and  of  a  mealy  nature,  is  fucked.  The  cuftard* 
apple  (annona  reticulata),  which  derives  its  Englifh  name  from 
the  likenefs  which  its  white  and  rich  pulp  bears  to  a  cuftard. 
The  rambutan  ( nepbelium  lappaceum),  which  grows  in  large 
clufters,  and  very  much  refembles  a  chefnut,  with  the 
hulk  on ;  the  eatable  part  is  fmall  in  quantity,  but  its  acid  is 
rich  and  pleafant,  and  perhaps  more  agreeable  than  any  other 
in  the  whole  vegetable  kingdom.  _  The  bilimbing  (averrboa 
belimbl),  the  bilimbing  bt£e  (averrboa  carambola),  and  the 
tberimelle  (averrboa  act  da),  which  are  three  fpecies  of  one 
genus,  and  though  they  differ  in  lhape,  are  nearly  the  fame 
in  tafte ;  the  firft  is  oblong,  of  the  thicknefs  of  a  finger,  and 
fo  four,  that  it  cannot  be  eaten  alone  ;  the  bilimbing  belle,  is 
an  egglike  pentagonal  fruit,  about  the  fize  of  a  pear,  and  is 
the  lead:  acid  of  the  three ;  the  laft  is  extremely  acid,  and  of  a 
fmall  roundilh,  irregular  lhape,  growing  in  clufters  clofe  to 
the  branch,  and  containing  each  a  Angle  feed ;  they  all  make 
excellent  pickles,  and  fovir  fauce.  The  guava  (pjidium), 
which  is  well  known  in  the  Weft-Indies.  The  boa  bidarra 
(rbamnus  jujuba)  which  is  a  round  yellow  fruit,  about  the  fize 
of  a  goofeberry ;  its  flavour  is  like  that  of  an  apple,  but  it 
has  the  aftringency  of  a  crab.  The  nam  nam  (cynometra  cau - 
l flora),  which  in  lhape  fomewhat  refembles  a  kidney;  it  is 
about  three  inches  long,  and  the  outfide  is  very  rough  ;  it  is 
feldom  eaten  raw.  The  funtul  (triebilia)  which,  within  a 

thick 


C  241  ] 

kingdom  of  'Bantam ,  or  to  any  other  part  of 
Java ;  thofe  of  Madura ,  bear  the  name  of 
their  idand.  They  are  of  a  middling  fize, 
and  in  general  well-proportioned,  of  a  light 
brown  colour,  with  a  broad  forehead,  and 
a  flattilh  nofe, which  has  a  fmall  curve  down¬ 
wards  at  the  tip.  Their  hair  is  black,  and 
is  always  kept  fmooth  and  Alining,  with 
cocoanut-oil.  They  are,  in  general,  proud 
and  lazy,  as  w'ell  as  cowardly.  Their  prin¬ 
cipal  weapon  is  a  in’s,  which  is  a  kind  of 
dagger,  like  a  fmall-fized  couteau  'de  cbajfe , 
and  which  they  always  carry  with  them. 
The  handle,  or  hilt,  is  made  of  different  ma* 
terials,  more  or  lefs  valuable,  according  to 

thick  /kin,  contains  kernels  like  thofe  of  the  mangofteen, 
but  which  are  both  acid  and  aftringent.  The  madja  {limoni), 
which  contains,  under  a  hard  brittle  fiieil,  a  lightly  acid  pulp, 
which  cannot  be  eaten  without  fugar.  The  falac  ( calamus 
rotang  Malacca),  which  is  the  fruit  of  a  prickly  bufli,  and  has 
a  lingular  appearance,  being  covered  with  fcalcs,  i:k;  thofe 
of  a  lizard  ;  it  is  nutritious  and  well  tailed,  in  flavour  fome- 
what  refembling  a  ftrawberry.  The  fdke  fokkes  (fAantm 
mehngena),  which  is  of  a  purple  blue  colour,  in  lliape  like  a 
pear,  and  of  various  fizes ;  it  has  an  agreeable  tafte  when 
boiled.  Watermelons  ( arbufes ),  which  are  in  great  plenty, 
and  very  good.  Grapes,  melons,  pumpkins,  pomegranates, 
and  figs,  appear  to  be  the  only  European  fruits  to  be  met  with 
at  Batavia ;  though  flrawberries,  and  fome  others,  are  fail 
to  thrive  in  the  interior  parts  of  the  country.  T. 

VO L.  I.  R 
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the  wealth  or  dignity  of  the  wearer.  The 
blade  is  of  well-hardened  fteel,  of  a  ferpen- 
tiue  fhape,  and  thus  capable  of  making  a 
large  and  wide  wound.  It  is  often  poifoned, 
and,  in  that  cafe,  caufes  immediate  death. 
Arrogant  towards  their  inferiors,  they  are 
no  lefs  cringing  with  refpeft  to  their  fu- 
periors,  or  whoever  from  whom  they  have 
any  favour  to  expedh 

Their  drefs  confifts  in  a  piece  of  cotton, 
which  they  wrap  round  the  wairft,  and  draw¬ 
ing  it  between  the  legs,  fallen  it  behind. 
They  are  otherwife  naked,  except  that  they 
V ear  a  fmall  cap  on  the  head.  'This  is  the  # 
drefs  of  the  common  people.  Thofe  of 
more  confederation,  wear  a  wide  Moorifh 
coat  of  flowered  cotton,  or  other  fluff,  and 
in  general  turbands,  inflead  of  the  little 
caps.  They  fuffer  no  hair,  but  that  of  the 
head,  to  grow,  and  eradicate  it  carefully 
wherever  it  appears  elfewhere. 

The  drefs  of  the  women  is  little  better 
than  that  of  the  men ;  it  confifts  in  a  piece 
of  cotton-cloth,  which  they  call  faron ,  and*, 
%  which,  wrapping  round  the  body,  juft  covers 
the  bofom,  under  which  it  is  faftetied,  and 
hangs  down  to  the  knees,  and  fometimes  to 
i  the 
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the  ancles ;  the  fhoulders,  and  part  of  the 
back,  remain  uncovered.  The  hair  of  the 
head,  which  they  wear  very  long,  is  turned 
up,  and  twifted  round  the  head  like  a  fillet, 
fattened  with  long  bodkins  of  different  forts 
of  wood,  tortoifefhell,  filver,  or  gold,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  rank  or  wealth  of  the  lady. 
This  headdrefs,  is  called  a  conde,  and  is  alfo 
in  vogue  among  the  Batavian  ladies.  It  is 
often  likewife  adorned  with  a  variety  of 
flowers. 

Both  men  and  women,  are  very  fond  of 
bathing,  efpecially  in  the  morning.  The 
children,  of  both  fexes,  go  entirely  naked, 
till  about  eight  or  nine  years  of  age.  Twelve 
or  thirteen  is  their  age  of  puberty. 

The  Javanefe  are  polygamifts;  they  marry 
as  many  wives  as  they  can  maintain,  and 
take  their  female  (laves,  befides,  for  concu¬ 
bines.  This,  however,  of  courfe,  does  not 
take  place  with  the"  common  people,  who 
muft  be  content  with  one  wife,  becaufe  they 
cannot  afford  to  keep  more.  The  women 
are  proportionally  more  comely  than  the 
men ;  and  they  are  very  fond  of  white  men. 
They  are  jealous  in  the  extreme,  and  know 
how  to  make  an  European,  with  whom 
R  z  they 
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they  have  had  a  love-affair,  and  who  proves 
iriconftant,  dearly  repent  both  his  incon¬ 
tinence,  and  his  ficklenefs,  by  adminifter- 
ing  certain  drugs  to  him,  by  which  he  is 
difqualified  from  the  repetition  of  either. 
People  of  the  utmoft  credibility  at  Batavia , 
have  related  to  me,  too  many  examples  of 
this  refinement  of  female  revenge,  to  render 
the  circumftance  at  all  doubtful. 

Their  dwellings  may,  with  greater  pro¬ 
priety,  be  called  huts,  than  houfes.  They 
are  conftrudted  of  fplit  bamboos,  interlaced 
or  matted,  plaiftered  with  clay,  arid  cover¬ 
ed  with  attap ,  or  the  leaves  of  the  cocoa- 
nut-tree.  The  entrance  is  low,  and  is 
without  a  door  or  fliutter.  The  whole 
houfe,  ufually  confifts  of  but  one  apartment, 
in  which,  hulband,  wife,  children,  and  fome- 
times  their  poultry,  of  which  they  keep  a 
great  many,  pig  together  on  the  ground. 
They  al way  choofe  a  (hady  place  to  build 
in,  or  plant  trees  all  round.  Such  as  pof- 
fefis  more  property,  are  provided  with  a 
little  more  comfort  and  convenience ;  but 
it  is  always  in  a  wretched,  paltry  manner. 

Their  chief  food  is  boiled  rice,  with  a  little 
fiih,  and  their  drink,  water.  They  do  not, 
however. 
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however,  rejedt  a  little  arrack,  when  they- 
can  obtain  it.  They  are  almofl  continually 
chewing  betel,  or  pinang ,  and  likewife  a 
fort  of  tobacco,  produced  here,  and  there¬ 
fore  denominated  Java  tobacco,  which  they 
alfo  fmoke,  through  pipes  made  of  reed; 
they  fometimes  put  opium  into  their  pipes 
with  the  tobacco,  in  order  to  invigorate 
their  fpirits,  but  the  continual  ufe  of  it, 
rather  deadens  them;  I  faw  fome,  who  had 
been  too  immoderate  in  this  indulgence,  who 
fat  like  ftatues,  with  open,1  fixed  eyes,  and 
fpeechlefs.  • 

They  have  no  tables  or  chairs  ;  but  fit 
upon  the  ground,  or  upon  mats,  with  their 
legs  crofled  under  them.  They  do  not  either 
make' ufe  of  any  knives,  forks,  or  fpoons, 
but  eat  with  their  fingers. 

They  have  a  certain  kind  of  mufical  in- 
flruments,  called  gomgoms ,  confiding  in  hol¬ 
low  iron  bowls,  of  various  fizes  and  tones, 
upon  which  a  man  flrikes  with  an  iron,  or 
wooden  flick,  which  do  not  make  a  dif- 
agreeable  harmony,  and  are  iiot  unlike  a 
fet  of  bells. 

They  are  very  fond  of  cockfighting,  for 
which  they  keep  a  peculiar  breed.  Though 
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they  may  be  ever  fo  poor,  they  tvill  fooner 
diq  ofe  of  every  other  part  of  their  property, 
than  fell  their  gamecocks.  They  are  be- 
fides,  obliged  to  pay  a  tax  to  the  company 
for  thefe  fowls j  and  this  duty  is  yearly 
farmed  at  Batavia ,  and  forms  part  of  the 
revenues  of  the  province  of  Jaccatra.  In 
the  year  1770,  it  amounted  to  420  gilders 
per  month*;  it  is,  however,  only  in  that 
province  that  they  are  liable  to  it. 

A  kind  of  tennis-play,  is  alfo  a  favourite 
diverfion  among  them,  and  they  are  very 
handy  and  dexterous  at  it.  They  ftrike  the 
ball  with  their  feet,  knees,  or  elbows, 
whither  they  chufe,  and  receive  it  back, 
thus  keeping  it  for  fome  time  in  continual 
motion,  without  its  touching  the  ground: 
the  ball  is  generally  of  the  fize  of  a  man’s 
head,  hollow,  and  made  of  matted  reeds. 

Their  manner  of  ialutation,  confifts  in 
touching  the  forehead  with  the  right  hand, 
accompanied  by  a  flight  inclination  of  the 
body. 

The  Mahometan  religion,  is  predominant 
over  the  whole  ifland.  It  is  faid,  that  far 
inland,  over  the  mountains,  towards  the 

*  About  3 10s.  or  426/.  per  annum. 
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fouth  fide  of  the  ifland,  there  are  ftill  dome 
of  the  aboriginal  idolatrous  natives  to  be  tnet 
with.  Mofques,  or  places  of  prayer  of  the 
Mahomedans,  are  eredted  all  over  the  ifland ; 
there  is  a  very  famous  one  near  Cheribsny 
but  I  did  not  lee  it.  They  are  very  parti¬ 
cular  and  nice,  about  the  tombs  of  their 
faints,  and  will  fuffer  nothing  unbecoming 
to  be  done,  upon  or  near  them  ;  an  inftance 
of  which  has  been  already  related. 

‘They  have  both  male  and  female  phy- 
ficians,  who  have  been  known  to  efFedt  very 
furprifing  cures,  by  means  ,of  their  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  medicinal  and  vulnerary  herbs, 
produced  in  their  country.  They  have  fome- 
times  greater  pradtice,  among  the  Europeans 
at  Batavia ,  than  thofe  phylicians,  who  have 
been  regularly  bred,  and  come  over  from 
Europe ;  yet,  they  have  no  knowledge  what¬ 
ever  of  anatomy.  Much  fridiion  of  the  af- 
fedted  parts,  is  one  of  their  chief  means  of 
cure.  This  is  done  with  two  fingers  of  the 
right  hand,  which  are  prelfed  down  by  the 
left,  and  paffed  continually  downwards, 
after  having  firfl:  anointed  the  part  with 
water  mixed  with  fine  ground  wood,  or 
with  oil. 

R  + 
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For  the  purpofes  of  agriculture,  they  ufe 
buffaloes,  inftead  of  horfes,  though  there 
are  enough  of  the  laft,  but  of  a  diminutive 
fize.  Thefe  buffaloes  are  very  large  animals, 
bigger  and  heavier  than  our  largeft  oxen, 
furnifhed  with  great  ears,  and  horns  which 
projefl  ftraight  forward,  and  are  bent  in¬ 
wards.  A  hole  is  bored  through  the  car¬ 
tilage  of  the  nofe,  and  thete  huge  animals 
are  guided  by  a  cord  which  is  paffed  through 
it.  They  are  generally  of  an  afh-grey 
colour,  and  have  little  eyes.  They  are  Co 
accuftomed  to  be  conduced  three  times  a 
day  into  the  water,  to  cool  themfelves,  that 
without  it,  they  cannot  be  brought  to  work. 
The  female  gives  milk,  but  it  is  little  valued 
by  the  Europeans,  on  account  of  its  acri¬ 
monious  nature. 
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Batavia. — The  River  of  Jaccatra. — The  Wa¬ 
ter-fort. — The  Bar  at  the  Mouth  of  the  River . 
—  The  Caftle.  —  Buildings  in,  and  near  it. — 
Walls  of  the  City. — Gates. — Admiralty -wharf. — 
Quarter  for  the  Workmen — Churches. — Houfes. — 
Chincfe  Houfes. — Majfacre  of  the  C'nnefe,  in  1740. 
— Ajfejfment  on  Rents. — Bank  of  Batavia. — 
Suburbs. — The  Chinefe  Campon. — Character  of  the 
Chtnefe.  —  Their  Appearance. — Drefs. — Religion. 

■ — Temples. — Divination. —  Tombs. — Environs  of 
Batavia. — Roads. — Streets. 

1' HE  city  of  Batavia ,  ftyled  by  our  own, 
ami  foreign  travellers,  who  have  formerly 
vifited  it,  the  Queen  of  the  Eaft,  on  ac-» 
count  of  the  beauty  of  its  buildings,  and  the 
i'mmenfe  trade  which  it  carries  on,  is  fitu- 
ated  very  near  the  fea,  in  a  fertile  plain,  in 
the  kingdom  of  Jaccatra,  upon  the  "river 
of  that  name,  which,  running  through  the 
middle  of  the  town,  divides  it  into  two 
parts.  To  the  north  of  the  city,  is  the  lea- 
fhore;  behind  it,  to  the  fouth,  the  land 
rifes  with  a  gentle,  and  fcarcely  perceptible, 
acclivity  up  to  the  mountains,  which  lie 
fifteen  or  fifteen.  Dutch  miles,  or  leagues, 
inland  ; 
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inland ;  one  of  thefe,  which  is  very  high, 
bears  the  name  of  the  Blue  mountain. 

The  lingular  circumftances,  which  gave 
rife  to  the  building  of  this  city,  are  too  well 
known  in  hiftory,  and  too  circumftantially 
related  by  Valentyn,  that  I  Ihould’  repeat 
them  here  *.  I  fhall  only  make  mention  of 
fuch  changes,  as  have  taken  place  in  the 
,city,  lince  the  time  his  work  was  written 

*  The  beft  account,  in  the  Engliih  language,  of  the  found¬ 
ation  and  rife  of  Batavia,  is  to  be  found  in  the  Modern  Uni- 
venal  Hiftory,  vol.  x,  page  304,  & c.  This  is  compiled 
from  Valentysc’s  great  work,  entitled  Chid  en  Nieuvj  Oofi- 
Indte,  and  from  other  Dutch  writers.  Jt  was  in  1619,  that 
the  governor  general,  John  Pietersen  Coen,  took  the 
town  of  Jaccatra ,  which  he  in  a  great  rreafure  deftroyed, 
and  founded  another  city,  not  exaciiy  on  the  fame  fpot,  but 
very  near  it,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Laurv  a,  though 
it  is  faid,  that  he  much  wilhed  to  have  called  it  Afov  Horn, 
from  the  place  of  his  nativity,  Horn  in  North  Holland.  Al¬ 
though  then  an  inconfiderable  place,  in  point  of  ftrength  and 
beauty,  he  declared  it  the  capital  of  the  Dutch  feitiements  in 
India  ;  his  choice  of  the  fituation  was  fo  juft,  his  plan  fo  well 
contrived,  and  every  thing  throve  fo  fail  under  his  care,  that 
Batavia  rofe  with  unparalleled  rapidity  to  that  magnificence 
and  importance,  which  have  rendered  it,  both  the  admiration 
and  the  dread,  of  all  the  more  eaftern  nations  of  the  Indies ; 
and  which  ftill  dazzle  and  overawe  them,  although  the  city 
has,  for  thefe  lait  fifty  years,  greatly  declined,  both  as  to 
opulence  and  population,  T. 
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(1726);  at  lead,  in  To  far  as  I  had  occafion 
to  obferve  them. 

The  city  is  aft  oblong  fquare,  the  fliorteft 
slides  facing  the  north  and  fouth,  and  the 
longed  the  eaft  and  weft. 

Through  the  middle  of  the  city,  from 
louth  to  north,  runs,  as  before  faid,  the  ri¬ 
ver  of  Jaccatra ,  over  which  there  are  three 
bridges,  one  at  the  upper  end  of  the  town, 
another  at  the  lower  part,  near  the  caftle, 
and  the  third  about  the  middle,  being  thence 
called  the  Middlepoint  bridge.  Two  of  thefe 
are  built  of  ftone.  Clofe  by  the  middlemoft, 
there  is  a  large  fquare  redoubt,  provided 
with  fome  pieces  of  cannon,  which  com¬ 
mand  the  river,  both  up  and  downwards. 

The  breadth  of  the  river,  within  the 
city,  is  about  160  or  180  feet.  It  runs  into 
the  fea,  paft  the  caftle  and  the  admiralty- 
wharf.  On  both  fides  of  the  mouth,  are 
long  piers,  of  wood  and  brick- work,  about 
3,800  feet  in  length,  taken  from  the  moat 
of  the  city.  The  eaftern  pier,  which  was 
repaired,  and  in  a  great  meafure  rebuilt,  a 
few  years  ago,  coft  the  Company  36,218 
rixdollars  in  timber,  and  36,320  rixdollars 
in  mafonry,  making,  at  forty-eight  ftivers, 
/  174, 
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1 74,09 1 ,  4.  *  $  which  is,  ia  fad,  a  large 
liim,  when  it  be  coniidered,  that  the  timber 
cofts  the  Company  but  little  money,  as  it  is 
produced,  in  abundance,  in  Java. 

The  vefiels  belonging  to  the'  free  mer¬ 
chants,  are  laid  up,  and  repaired,  between 
thefe  piers,  on  the  weft  fide  ;  but  along  the 
eaft  fide,  the  palfage  remains  open,  for  the 
lighters,  which  go  iti  and  out  of  the  city, 
with  the  cargoes  of  the  fhips. 

At  the  outward  point  of  the  eaftern  pier, 
there  is  a  flied,  which  ferves  for  a  ftable  for 
the  horfes,  which  draw  the  fmall  vefl’els 
and  boats  up  and  down  the  river. 

Oppofite  to  this,  is  a  hornwork,  com¬ 
monly  called  the  Water- Fort,  which  was 
built  during  the  government  of  the  governor 
general  Van  Imhoff,  at  an  immenfe  ex¬ 
pence  to  the  Company ;  for  feveral  large 
fhips  were  obliged  to  be  funk,  on  account  of 
the  depth  of  water  on  the  fpot,  in  order  to 
lay  a  good  foundation,  for  building  the  fort. 
It  is  conftrucfed  of  a  kind  of  coral-rock, 
and  defended  by  feveral  heavy  cannon  -p.  It 

*  About  16,000/.  flerling.  T. 

t  In  1793,  when  Lord  Macartney  viHteu  Buiavia,  this 
fort  had,  mounted  and  difmounted,  fourteen  .guns  and  two 
howitzers.  T. 
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has  barracks  within  it,  for  the  garrifon  ;  and 
there  is  no  other  approach  to  it,  than  along  ^ 
the  weftern  pier.  It  is  at  prefent  very 
much  out  of  repair,  and  the  walls  begin  to 
fink  and  fall  down,  in  many  places. 

The  objefis  for  which  this  fort  was  ere£ted, 
feem  to  have  been,  the  defence  of  the  road, 
and  of  the  entrance  of  the  river;  yet,  in 
both  thefe  refpedls,  it  is  now  of  little  advan¬ 
tage,  for  the  anchoring- pi  ace  is  now  lo  far 
removed  from  this  fortification,  by  the  en- 
creafe  of  the  mudbank,  which  lies  before 
the  river,  that,  although  its  guns  might 
reach  the  Ihips  in  the  road,  little  damage 
could  be  done,  on  either  fide,  at  fuch  a  dis¬ 
tance  and  as  to  what  regards  the  defence 
of  the  river’s  mouth,  that  is  of  very  trifling 
importance ;  for  the.  daily  and  continual  en- 
creafe  of  the  bar,  renders  the  water  much 
too  fhallow  for  large  veflels,  and  an  enemy 
would  never  leek  to  effect  a  landing  there, 
but  would  always  prefer  an  eafy,  firm,  fea- 

*  Ary  Huysers,  who  wrote  an  account  of  the  Dutch 
fettlements  in  India,  in  1 789,  and  had  been  at  Batavia  a  few 
years  before,  fays,  that,  In  his  time,  a  trial  had  been  made  of 
the  heavy  artillery  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  and  that  it 
was  found  fufficient  to  command  and  proted  the  whole  extent 
of  the  road.  T. 

beach, 
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beach,  fuch  as  is  to  be  met  with  beyond 
*  Ansjol  *. 

The  abovementioned  bank,  or  bar,  lies 
dire&ly  before  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and 
extends  a  great  way  to  the  weft,  and  but  a 
little  to  the  eaft,  for  which  reafons,  fuch 
veffels  as  are  deeply  laden,  muft  go  round 
by  the  eaft  fide,  clofe  along  the  eaftern  pier, 
in  order  to  get  within  the  bar.  It  is  con¬ 
tinually  encreafing  towards  the  road,  by 
which,  the  place  where  the  (hips  lie,  is  more 
and  more  removed  from  the  city.  To  the 
weftward,  it  is  dry  in  fome  places. 

Right  before  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
from  which  the  fhalloweft  part  of  the  bank 
is  diftant  about  600  or  650  feet,  there  is,  at 
low  water,  no  more  than  one,  or  one  and  a 
half,  foot ;  fo  that  a  common  (hip’s  boat 
cannot  get  over  it,  but  muft  alfo  go  round 
its  eaft  end.  When  the  feabreeze  blows 
frefti,  it  makes  a  troublefome  and  cockling 

*  At  Amjc /,  and  at  Taijotigpeura,  to  the  eaftward  of  the 
city,  on  the  fcacoalf,  there  are  ftrong  forts,  and  to  the  weft- 
ward,  at  Ankay ,  Tangcrang ,  and  the  Kiual.  On  the  iandfide, 
Batavia  is  further  covered,  by  the  forts  at  Jaccatra ,  the  Wa- 
teringplace ,  Ry/wicit  &c.;  though  thefe  arc  merely  defences 
againft  the  natives,  and  are  moft  of  them,  little  better  than 
fortifted  houfes,  71 
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fea ;  and  a  weft,  or  bad,  monfoon  feldom 
paffes,  without  the  lofs  of  fome  veffels  P 
upon  it. 

This  fhoalnefs  of  the  water,  is  faid  to  be  the 
eonfequence  of  a  violent  earthquake,  which 
took  place  in  Java ,  in  the  latter  end  of  the 
laft  century,  and  by  which  the  river  of 
Jaccatra  was  partly  flopped  up.  Yet  the 
greateft  encreafe  of  the  bank,  has  been  fince 
the  year  173c  ;  and  it  is  to  be  apprehended, 
that  the  river  will,  in  time,  become  wholly 
unnavigable,  and  ufelefs,  by  it. 

The  caftle,  or  citadel,  of  Batavia ,  which 
forms  the  north  boundary  of  the  eaftern  di- 
vifion  of  the  city,  is  a  regular,  Iquare  fortrels, 
with  four  baftions,  which  are  conne&ed  by 
high  curtains,  except  on  the  fouth  flde, 
where  the  curtain  was  broken  down  during 
the  government  of  Baron  Van  Imhof. 
The  walls  and  ramparts,  are  built  of  coral- 
rock,  and  are  about  twenty  feet  in  height. 

It  is  furrounded  by  a  wet  ditch,  over  which, 
on  the  fouth  fide,  lies  a  drawbridge.  Be¬ 
tween  the  moat  and  the  buildings  within 
the  fort,  on  this  fide,  there  is  a  large  area 
or  efplanade.  In  the  centre  of  the  buildings 
that  look  towards  the  city,  is  a  great  gate, 

and 
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and  then  a  broad  pafiage,  with  warehoufes 
<f  on  each  fide,  leading  to  another  efplanade, 
on  the  north  fide,  enclofed  between  the 
ramparts  and  the  buildings,  all  which  is  ap¬ 
propriated  to  the  ufe  of  the  Company  *. 

The  government-houfe,  which  forms  the 
left  wing  of  the  buildings  looking  to  the 
fouth,  is  provided  with  numerous  and  con¬ 
venient  apartments,  but  is  at  prefent  unin¬ 
habited.  In  it,  is  a  large  hall,  in  which  the 
council  of  India  generally  aflemble  twice  a 
a  week  ;  this,  is  adorned  with  the  portraits 
of  all  the  governors  general,  who  have  ruled 
in  India,  fince  the  efiablifhment  of  the  com¬ 
pany. 

Clofe  by,  is  a  little  church,  or  chapel, 

*  Captain  Parish’s  account  of  this  fortrefs,  in  Macart¬ 
ney’s  Embafly  to  China,  1793,  is  as  follows: — “  A  little 
“  above  was  the  caftie ;  a  regular,  fquare  fort,  but  without 
“  ravelins  or  other  outworks.  It  had  two  guns  mounted  on 
“  each  iank,  and  two,  or  fometimes  three,  on  each  face; 
“  they  were  not  en  barbette ,  nor  properly  tn  embrafurc,  but  in 
tl  a  fituation  between  both,  having  both  their  difadvantages, 
“  without  the  advantages  of  either.  The  wall  was  of  ma- 
“  fonry,  about  twenty- four  feet  high.  It  had  no  ditch,  but 
“  a  canal  furrounded  it  at  fome  diftance.  It  had  no  cordon. 
“  The  length  of  the  exterior  fide  of  the  work  was  about  700 
feet.”  Some  further  particulars,  both  of  the  town  and  of 
the  caftie,  are  given  in  Me.  Stavorinus’s  fecoud  voyage.  TV 

ufually 
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ufually  called  the  Caftle-churcb,  and  a  little  ^ 
more  forwards,  is  a  corps-de-garde ,  where  a 
party  of  dragoons  always  mount  guard. 

Over  the  caftle-bridge  there  is  a  great 
plain,  or  fquare,  planted  with  tamarind- 
trees,  which  afford  a  very  agreeable  {hade. 
The  entrance  to  it  from  the  city,  is  over  a 
bridge,  and  through  a  large  and  {lately  gate. 
This  is  mounted  by  a  bold  cupola,  fiom 
which  an  o&agon  turret  rifes,  containing  a 
large  clock,  which  is  the  only  public  one  to 
be  met  with  at  Batavia .  It  was  built  under 
the  government- of  Baron  Van  Imhof,  as 
appears  by  an  infcription  over  the  gateway^ 
and  forms  no  trifling  embellifliment  of  the 
ci!y. 

On  the  left  fide  of  the  gate,  is  a  large 
building,  which  ferves  as  a  corps-de-garde , 
having  in  front  a  long  gallery,  refling  upon 
a  row  of  pillars.  A  captain’s  guard  of  gre¬ 
nadiers,  are  generally  ported  her$. 

On  the  weft  fide  of  the  fquare,  ftand  the 
Company’s  artillery-houfe,  and  the  dil'pen- 
iary,  or  provifion-magazine,  both  of  which 
reach  behind,  to  the  river  fide,  fo  that  the 
goods  are  taken  in  and  out  of  the  lighters, 
with  the  greateft  eafe.  This  is  an  advan- 
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#  tagc  which  is  poflefled  by  almoft  all  the 
Company’s  warehoufes  and  repolitories  in 
Batavia. 

On  the  oppofite  fide,  is  the  iron-maga¬ 
zine,  and  what  is  termed  the  grafs-plat, 
being  the  place  of  execution  for  criminals  : 
this  is  an  artificial  iquare  eminence,  upon  if 
which  there  is  a  gallows,  and  ibme  ports,  be¬ 
hind  it  is  a  fmall  building,  with  windows, 
looking  towards  the  place  of  execution, 
whence  the  counfellors  of  juftice  behold  the 
completion  of  their  fentences*. 

There  are  a  number  of  pieces  of  artillery, 
both  iron  and  brafs,  and  of  all  forts  and 
fizes,  together  with  other  warlike  imple¬ 
ments,  ranged  upon  the  plain.  Any  one 
may  ride  through  the  gate  we  have  jurt  men¬ 
tioned,  as  far  as  the  drawbridge  of  the  caftle, 
but  not  over  it,  unlefs  he  have  the  rank  of 
fenior  merchant,  or  higher. 

The  city  is  encircled  by  a'  wall  of  coral- 

*  It  is  cuftomary  throughout  Holland,  and  its  depend¬ 
encies,  for  the  magistrates,  or  judges,  who  have  pafled  fentence 
upon  criminal-:,  to  prefide  at  the  execution  of  it.  This  is,  in 
Europe,  generally  done  upon  fome  open  place  before  their 
townhills,  from  the  windows  of  which,  the  magiftrates,  drefled 
pi  their  robes  of  ceremony,  behold  the  execution.  T. 
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rock*,  defended  by  twenty-two  baftions,  or 
bulwarks,  all  provided  w-  h  artillery,  and 
furrounded  by  a  broad  moat,  in  which  there 
is  feldom  any  want  of  water,  that  being 
conveyed  into  it  out  of  the  river. 

Batavia  has  five  gates ;  one  at  the  eaft 
fide,  which  is  called  the  Rotterdam  gate ; 
two  to  the  fouth,  the  New  gate,  and  the 
Diejl  gate ;  one  to  the  weft,  the  XJtrecbt 
gate  ;  and  one  on  the  north  fide,  to  the  weft 
of  the  river,  called  the  Square  gate. 

Near  to  the  laft-mentioned  gate,  and  oppo- 
fite  to  the  caftle,  is  the  admiralty-  wharf; 
and  not  far  off,  the  warehoufes  for  naval 
ftores,  as  likewiie  the  workfhops  of  the  car¬ 
penters,  coopers,  failmakers,  and  fmiths, 
with  other  offices  that  relate  to  the  (hipping. 
Here  are  alfo  the  houfes  of  the  com¬ 
mandants,  and  comptrollers  of  equipment* 
who  were  formerly  obliged  to  refide  upon 
the  wharf;  but  for  feme  years  paft,  this  re¬ 
gulation  has  not  been  obferved,  and  they 
now  live  in  other,  and  more  pleafant,  parts 
of  the  town.  * 

*  S'r  George  Staunton  favs,  that  part  of  the  town-wall 
js  conftrufted  of  lava,  wh'ch  is  of  a  dark  blue  colour,  of  a  very 
hard,  der.fe  texture,  emus  a  metallic  found,  and  lefembles 
very  much  feme  of  the  lava  o;  Vtfuvius.  T. 
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In  the  foutheaft  corner  of  the  city,  clofe 
to  the  ramparts,  lies  what  is  called  the 
Ambagtjkwartier ,  or  the  workmen^  quar¬ 
ter,  in  which  all  the  mechanics  and  labour¬ 
ers,  who  are  employed  by  the  Company  in 
their  buildings,  have  their  abode.  The 
journeymen  work  here,  under  matters  of 
their  refpedtive  trades,  carpenters,  fmiths, 
plumbers,  braziers,  malbns,  and  others,  who 
are  all  accountable  to  the  chief  of  the  quar¬ 
ter,  who  is  called  fabriek ,  or  head  work¬ 
man,  and  has  generally  the  rank  of  merchant. 
Befides  a  great  number  of  Europeans,  who 
are  employed  here,  there  are  full  a  thoufand 
(laves,  who  belong  to  this  quarter,  by  which 
the  Company  incurs  an  enormous  expence, 
with  little  benefit  from  their  labour,  which 
generally  turns  to  the  advantage  of  indivi¬ 
dual  members  of  the  government'. 

There  are  three  churches  for  the  re¬ 
formed  religion,  within  the  city,  in  which 
icrvice  is  performed  in  the  Dutch,  Portu- 
guefe,  and  Malay  languages,  and  one  with¬ 
out  the  gates,  which  is  called  the  outer 
Portuguefe  church.  Befides  thefe,  there  is 
a  Lutheran  church,  which  was  built  during 
the  government  of  Baron  Van  Imhof,  not 

far 
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far  from  the  cattle ;  this  laft  is  provided  with 
a  fine  organ,  and  a  very  handfome  pulpit. 

The  town-hall,  and  other  public  build¬ 
ings,  are  circumstantially  deferibed  by  Va- 
lentyn,  and  I  fhall  not,  therefore,  make 
further  mention  of  them. 

The  houfes  at  Batavia ,  are  moftly  of 
brick,  run  up  in  a  light  and  airy  manner, 
and  ftuccoed  on  the  outfide,  with  lath  win¬ 
dows.  Within,  they  are  almott  all  buil^ 
upon  a  fimilar  plan,  the  fronts  being,  in  ge¬ 
neral,  narrow,  though  there  are  a  few  that 
are  more  extended. 

On  entering  the  door,  there  is  a  narrow 
paflage,  and  on  one  fide  a  parlour,  then  you 
come  into  a  large  and  long  room,  that  re¬ 
ceives  its  light  from  an  inner  court,  which 
trenches  upon  this  apartment,  and  renders 
its  form  irregular.  This  is  called  the  gal¬ 
lery,  and  is  the  place  where  the  family 
ufually  live,  and  dine.  The  floors  are  of 
large,  lquare,  dark  red  ftones.  No  hangings 
are  to  be  feen but  the  walls  are  neatly 
ftuccoed,  and  whitened.  The  furniture 
confifts  in,  fome  armchairs,  two  or  three 
fofas,  and  a  great  many  looking- glades, 
which  the  Europeans,  in  thefe  regions,  are 
s  3  very 
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ycry  fond  of.  Several  chandeliers  and 
lamps,  are  hung  in  a  row,  along  the  length 
of  the  gallery,  which  are  lit  up  in  the  even¬ 
ing.  The  flairs  leading  to  the  upper  rooms, 
are  generally  at  the  end  of  this  apartment. 
Six  or  feven  fteps  up,  there  is  one  which 
ftands  over  the  ftoreroom,  or  cellar,  itv 
which  the  flock  of  wine,  beer,  butter,  &c. 
is  kept.  Up  flairs,  the  houfes  are  diftii- 
^uted  almofl  iimilarly  as  below.  They  are, 
m  general,  but  poorly  provided  with  furni¬ 
ture  ;  and  the  fetting  out  of  rooms  in  order, 
is  not  fo  much  in  vogue  here,  as  in  Holland  : 
nothing  is  added  that  is  luperfluous,  or  more 
than  is  wanted  for  ufe.  Behind  the  gallery, 
are  the  lodgings  for  the  flaves,  the  kitchen, 
&c.  There  are  but  few  houfes,  which  have 
gardens,  contrary  to  what  Salmon  erro- 
lieoufly  aliens,  in  his  Prejent  State  of  all 
Nations ;  a.nd  there  are  not  even  the  leaft 
veftiges  left,  of  there  having  ever  been  gar¬ 
dens  behind  the  houfes.  In  feveral,  the 
windows  are  cl  fed  with  a  lattice-work  of 
rattans,  in  the  room  of  being  glazed,  for  the 
fake  of  air. 

The  above  relates  only  to  the  hoijfes  of 
Europeans,  which  are  the  greateft  in  num¬ 
ber. 
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ber.  The  few  Chinefe,  who  live  at  preferit 
within  the  city,  have  very  wretched  houfes, 
the  infide  of  which  is  very  irregularly  diftri- 
buted.  Mod  of  them  dwell  in  the  fouthern 
and  weftern  fuburbs,  which  are  called  the 
Chinefe  'Campon.  Before  the  revolt  of  the 
year  1 740,  they  had  the  bed:  quarter  of  the 
city  allotted  to  them,  to  the  wed  of  the  great 
river ;  but  when,  in  that  commotion,  all 
their  houfes  were  burnt  to  the  ground  *,  the 
whole 

*  Several  relations  have  been  given  to  the  public,  at  dif¬ 
ferent  times,  of  the  horrid  tranfa&ion  here  alluded  to ;  of 
which  the  moll  circumftantial  is  in  the  Modern  Univerfal  Hif- 
tory,  b.  xiv,  chap.  7.  No  two,  however,  agree ;  and  the  fol-^ 
lowing  account,  extracted  from  a  very  recent  and  intelligent 
Dutch  writer,  Ary  Hcysf.rs,  who  was  long  relident  at  Bj- 
tavia ,  may  therefore  not  be  unacceptable.  It  is  to  be  found 
in  his  'Life  of  Reinier  de  Klerk,  1 788.— A  little  before  the 
“  perpetration  of  this  maflacre,  feveral  thoufand  Chinefe  ad- 
”  venturers  and  fortune-hunters  had  reforted  to  Batavia,  al- 
“  lured  by  the  profperity  of  their  countrymen  already  fettled 
there.  The  great  number  of  thefe  new  colonifts,  together 
“  with  the  robberies  and  murders  which  were  committed  by 
“  them,  excited  no  little  degree  of  juft  apprehenfton.  The 
“  famous  Van  Imhof,  who  was,  at  that  time,  a  member  of 
“  the  council,  propofed,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  thefe  ufelefs 
and  dangerous  new-comers,  that  every  Chinefe  who  could 
“  not  prove  that  he  had  an  honeft  livelihood,  fitould  be 
“  feized,  and  tranfported  to  Ceylon,  there  to  be  employed  in 
“  mining,  or  other  labour,  for  the  fervice  of  the  Company, 

'  S  4  “  This 
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whole  quarter  was  made  into  a  fajfar ,  or 
market,  where,  at  prefent,  all  kinds  of  pro- 
vifions  are  every  day  expofed  to  fale. 

The 

“  This  advice  was  approved  of,  and  immediately  followed. 
*£  A  great  number  of  Chinefe  were  feized,  and  put  in  irons  ; 

but  imprudently  feveral  Chinefe  of  property  were  fecured 
“  by  the  under-officers,  charged  with  the  execution  of  the 
order,  and  were  only  liberated  on  paying  large  fums  of 
*fc  money.  This  occafioned  great  murmuring^  and  led  the 
“  reft  of  the  nation  to  credit  a  report  which  was  fpread  abroad, 
that  thofe  who  were  u  nable  to  pay,  would  be  drowned,  or  other* 
*'  wife  put  to  death.  They  in  confequence  retired,  bv  thoufands, 
“  from  the  city, towards  the  interior  pans,  and  ftrengthened  them* 
11  felves  fo  much,  as  to  render  the  fate  of  BatavradfeU  precarious. 
“  In  this  dilemma,  the  council  firft  offered  an  amneft/to  the 
“  difeontented  Chinefe,  but  this  they  reje&ed  with  (corn; 
“  and  purpofing  to  exterminate  the  whole  chriftian  fettlement, 
“  began  by  ravaging  the  country  in  the  wildeft  manner* 
u  burning  the  fugar-works,  and  marching  down  to  the  gates 
“  of  the  city.  Here,  however,  they  met  with  a  fevere  sebuff. 
“  The  civil  and  military  inhabitants  united  in  repelling  them, 
“  and  drove  the  rebels  back  again  into  the  country  During 
“  thefe  commotions,  the  Chinefe  who  refided  within  the  town 
“  kept  themfelvcs  perfeftly  quiet ;  and  in  order  that  thefe  in- 
nocent  people  might  not  be  expofed  to  infult,  the  govern- 
u  ment  iffued  an  order,  prohib-ti  g  them  from  leaving  their 
**  houfes,  after  fix  o’clock  in  the  evening,  and  ordering  them 
to  keep  their  doors  (hut.  This  prudent  precaution  was  not, 
l{  however,  fufficient  to  proteft  them  from  the  fury  of  the 
“  irritated  lo’diery  and  failors,  who  were  in  the  city,  and  had 
“  witneffed  the  deviations  of  the  Chinefe  without  the  gates. 
On  a  fudden,  and  unexpectedly,  an  inftantancous  cry  Cf 
“  murder  and  horror,  refounded  through  the  town,  and  the 
“  moft 
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The  poundage,  or  affeflment,  which  is 
paid  annually  by  every  houfe,  confifts  in 

half 

'•  mod  difma!  fcene  of  barbarity  and  rapine,  prcfented  itfelf 
“  on  ail  (ides.  All  the  Chinefe,  without  diftin&ion,  men, 
**  women,  and  children,  were  put  to  the  fword.  Neither 
“  pregnan:  women,  nor  fucking  infants,  were  fpared  by  the 
“  releritlefs  aflaffins.  The  prifoners  in  chains,  about  a  hun- 
“  dred  in  number,  were,  at  the  fame  time,  flaughtered  like 
“  fheep..  European  citizens,  to  whom  fome  of  the  wealthy 
**  Ch»nefe  had  fled  for  fafety,  violating  every  principle  of 
“  humanity  and  morality,  delivered  them  up  to  their  fan* 
**  guina  y  purfuers,  and  embezzled  the  property  confided  to 
“  them.  In  ftjort,  all  the  Chinefe,  guilty  and  innocent^ 
**  were  exterminated.  And  whence  did  the  barbarous  order, 
“  by  which  they  fuffered,  emanate  ?  Here  a  veil  has  in- 
**  duftrioufly  been  drawn,  and  the  truth  will  probably  never 
“  be  known,  with  certainty.  The  governor  general,  Val- 
“  Kenier,  and  his  brother  in-law,  Hejlvetius,  were  ac- 
“  cufed  by  the  public  voice,  of  dire&ing  the  maflacre;  but  it 
“  was  never  proved  upon  them.”  It  is  remarkable,  that} 
when  Valkenier  was  afterwards  condemned  to  imprifon- 
ment  for  life,  at  Batavia,  among  the  numerous  charges 
brought  againft  him  for  maieadminiftration  during  his  govern¬ 
ment,  no  notice  was  taken  of  his  prefumed  inftrumentality  in 
this  dreadful  maflacre.  Much  appreheniion  was  entertained 
that  this  occurrence  would  excite  the  indignation  of  the  empe¬ 
ror  of  China,  and  deputies  were  fent  to  him  the  following 
year,  to  apologife  for  the  meafure.  The  letter  written  to  the 
emperor  on  the  occafion,  is  given  at  length  by  Huysirs  ;  the 
only  remarkable  circumftance  in  which  it  differs  from  the 
above  relation,  is  the  allegation,  that  fome  Chinefe  within  the 
city  had  fet  fire  to  it  in  different  places,  and  were  preparing  to 
rife  upon  the  Europeans ;  but  the  extermination  of  the  inno¬ 
cent 
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half  a  month’s  rent.  This  money  is  ex¬ 
pended,  in  dragging  and  cleanfing  the? 
canals,  and  in  repairing  the  townhall,  and 
other  buildings  belonging  to.  the  city.  Per- 
miflion  muft  be  requeued,  every  year,  of  the 
Company’s  government  to  levy  this  affeflT- 
ment,  in  behalf  of  the  city,  which  is  feldom 
refufed. 

The  houfes  are  not  let  by  the  year,  but  by 
the  month;  the  rents  run  from  five  to  forty 
rixdollars  per  month.  A  good  houfe,  in  an 
agreeable  fituation,  may  be  hired  for  twenty 
or  twenty-five  rixdollars 

The  churches  are  repaired  out  of  the 
duties  levied  upon  funerals. 

A  bank  of  circulation,  has  been  eftablifh- 
ed  here  for  fome  years,  which  is  united  with 
the  lombard,  or  bank  for  lending  money  on 
pledges.  It  is  under  the  adminiftration  of  a 
dire£tor,_  who  is  generally  a  counfellor  of 

cent  with  the. guilty  is  acknowledged,  and  attempted  to  be 
excufed  on  the  plea  of  neceffity.  Thefe  deputies  were  agree¬ 
ably  furprifed  on  finding  that  the  empeior  calmly  anfwered, 
that  ‘‘  he  was  little  folicitous  for  the  fate  of  unworthy  fubjefts, 
“  who,  in  the  purfuit  of  lucre,  had  quitted  their  country, 
*'  and  abandoned  the  tombs  of  their  ancefters.”  T. 

*  A  rixdollar,  at  Batavia,  is  worth  forty-eight  flivers,  or 
about  4*.  4<f.  fterling,  T. 
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India,  two  commiffaries,  a  cathier,  and  4 
bookkeeper. 

A  fee  of  five  rixdollars  is  given,  at  the 
opening  of  an  account,  and  ftamped  bank- 
bills,  figned  by  the  director  and  commififaries, 
are  delivered  for  the  money  placed  in  the 
bank.  Its  capital  is  computed  to  amount  to 
between  two  and  three  millions  of  rixdol¬ 
lars* 

The  fuburbs  of  Batavia,  are  remarkable, 
on  account  of  their  confiderable  extent,  un¬ 
common  plealantneis,  and  great  population. 
They  are  inhabited  by  Indians  of  various  na¬ 
tions,  and  by  fome  Europeans.  The  Chi- 
nefe  quarter  is  the  mod:  populous  of  all,  and 
feems  itielf  a  city,  with  numerous  ftreets  ; 
yet  their  houles  are  mean,  and  little.  It  is 
crouded  with  fhops,  containing  all  kinds  of 
goods,  as  well  thofe  of  their  own  manu¬ 
facture,  and  fuch  as  they  receive  annually 
from  China ,  as  what  they  buy  up  of  thofe 
imported  from  Europe.  Tne  number  of 
the  Chinele,  who  live  both  within  and 
without  the  walls  of  the  city,  cannot  be  de¬ 
termined  with  precilion  ;  but  it  mull  be  very 
confiderable,  as  the  Company  receive  a  poll- 

*  Or  between  435,0*0/.  and  650,000/,  fading.  T. 
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tax  from  them  of  more  than  forty  thoufand 
rixdollars. 

Every  Chinefe,  who  has  a  profeffion,  is 
obliged  to  pay  a  monthly  poll-tax  of  half  a 
ducatoon*;  women,  children,  and  thofe 
who  have  no  trade,  are  exempted  from  the 
tax:  fo  that  their  number  can  only  be 
guefled  at.  They  are  under  a  chief  of  their 
own  nation,  who  is  known  by  the  appella¬ 
tion  of  Chinefe  Captain ;  he  lives  within 
the  walls,  and  has  fix  lieutenants  under  him, 
in  different  diflridts.  A  flag  is  hoifted  at  his 
door,  on  the  firft  or  fecond  day  in  every 
month,  and  the  Chinefe  liable  to  the  tax, 
are  then  obliged  to  come  to  him,  to  pay  it. 

Like  the  Jews  in  Europe,  they},  are  very 
cunning  in  trade,  both  in  the  largeft  deal¬ 
ings,  and  in  the  moft  trifling  pedlery.  They 
are  fo  defirous  of  money,  that  a  Chinefe  will 
run  three  times  from  one  end  of  the  city  to 
the  other,  if  he  have  but  the  profpedt  of 
gaining  one  penny.  In  doing  any  bufinefs 
with  them,  the  greateft  care  rauft  be  taken, 
to  avoid  being  cheated. 

Their  ftature  is  rather  fhort  than  tall,  and 
they  are,  in  general,  tolerably  fquare.  They 

*  A  aucatoon  is  66  (livers,  or  6j.  ft er ling.  7. 

are 
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are  not  fo  brown  as  the  Javancfe.  They 
(have  their  heads  all  round,  leaving  a  bunch 
of  hair,  on  the  middle  of  the  crown,  which  is 
twilled  with  a  ribbon,  and  hangs  down  the 
tyack.  Their  drefs  confifts  in  a  long  robe  of 
nankeen,  or  thin  filk,  with  wide  flee ves, -and 
under  it  they  wear  drawers  of  the  fame, 
which  cover  their  legs. 

jya  every  houfe,  there  is  a  niche,  or  place, 
where  the  image  is  hung  up,  of  one  of 
their  joojijes,  or  idols,  painted  on  Chinefe 
paper.  Before  it  they  keep  one  or  more 
lamps,  always  burning,  as  alfo,  a  kind  of 
incenfe,  which  is  made  into  little  thin  ta¬ 
pers.  This  idol  is  generally  depidled  as  an 
old  man,  with  a  fquare  cap  npon  his  head, 
and  a  female,  defigned  for  his  wife,  next  to 
him.  About  an  hour’s  walk  out  of  the 
city,  juft  beyond  Fort  Ansjol,  they  have  a 
temple,  ftanding  in  a  grove  of  cocoanut- 
trees,  by  the  fide  of  a  rivulet,  and  in  the 
midft  of  a  moft  plealant  fcenery.  The  build¬ 
ing  is  about  twenty  feet  in  length,  and 
twelve  or  thirteen  in  breadth.  The  en¬ 
trance  is  through  a  railing,  into  a  fmall 
area,  and  then  into  a  hall,  behind  which 
is  the  landtuary.  In  the  middle*  juft  with¬ 
in 
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in  the  door,  is  a  large*  altar,  on  which 
tapers,  made  of  red  wax,  are  kept  burning, 
night  and  day.  There  is  alfo  an  image  of 
a  lion,  richly  gilt.  In  a  niche  behind  the 
altar,  are  reprefentations  of  an  old  man  and 
woman,  both  with  crowns  upon  their  heads, 
and  about  two  feet  in  height,  which  are  their 
idols ;  and  as  they  look  upon  their  joojije  to 
be  an  evil  fpirit,  they  continually  lupplicate 
him,  not  to  do  them  any  harm.  In  their 
adorations,  they  proftrate  themfelves  before 
him,  and  endeavour  to  exprefs  the  awe  and 
reverence  they  entertain,  by  (hiking  their 
head  continually  againft  the  ground. 

They  likewife  ccnfult  their  idol,  when 
they  are  about  any  important  undertaking. 
This  divination  is  done,  by  means  of  two 
fmall  longitudinal  pieces  of  wood,  flat  on 
one  fide,  and  round  on  the  other.  They 
hold  thefe  with  the  flat  fides  towards  each 
other,  and  then,  letting  them  fall  on  the 
ground,  augur  of  the  effedt  of  their  pray¬ 
ers,  and  the  good  or  bad  relult  of  their  pur- 
pofed  enterprize,  by  the  manner  in  which 
they  lie,  with  the  round  or  flat  fides  up¬ 
wards.  If  the  prefage  he  favourable,  they 
offer  a  wax-candle  to  their  god,  which  the 
prieft, 
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prieft,  or  bonze,  who  attends  at  the  temple, 
immediately  turns  into  ready  money. 

In  this  temple  I  faw  a  Chinefe,  who  let 
thefe  little  flicks  fall,  above  twenty  times 
before  they  promifed  him  fuccefs  :  he  feem- 
ed  to  be  but  very  little  pleafed  with  thefe 
repeated  evil  prognoflications,  and  fhaking 
his  head,  at  every  time,  with  a  mofl  dis¬ 
contented  look,  he  threw  himfelf  upon  the 
ground,  and  thumped  his  head  againfl  it, 
till  at  lafl,  the^omen  proved  agreeable  to  his 
wifhes  j  and  he  then  joyfully  lighted  a  thick 
wax-candle,  and  placed  it  upon  the  altar  of 
his  joojije. 

Befides  this  temple,  the  Chinefe  have 
feveral  others,  which  are  tolerated  by  the 
government;  but  it  is  worthy  of  obferva- 
tion,  that  whilfl  the  practice  of  the  mofl 
ahominable  idolatry  is  allowed,  the  exercife 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  is  obflinately 
prohibited. 

The  Chinefe  are  of  a  very  luflful  tem¬ 
per.  They  are  accufed  of  the  mofl  detefla- 
blc  violations  of  the  laws  of  nature  ;  add  it 
is  even  faid,  that  they  keep  fwine  in  their 
houfes,  for  purpofes  the  mofl  fhameful  and 
repugnant. 


Their 
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Their  tombs,  on  which  they  expend  a 
great  deal  of  money,  are  partly  built  above, 
and  partly  under  ground.  They  are  arched 
over.  The  entrance,  which  is  made  like  a 
doorway,  is  clofed  with  a  large  ftone,  cover¬ 
ed  with  engraved  Chinefe  letters.  They  are 
to  be  feen  in  great  numbers,  about  half  an 
hour’s  walk  from  Batavia,  on  the  road  to 
yaccatra. 

They  vifit  the  graves  of  their  auceftors 
and  relations,  from  time  to  time :  they  ftrew 
them  with  odoriferous  flowers ;  and  when 
they  depart,  they  leave  a  few  fmall  pieces 
of  iilk  or  linen,  before  the  entrance,  and 
fometimes  boiled  rice,  or  other  victuals; 
which  is  fpeedily  made  away  with  at  night. 

The  environs  of  Batavia  are  very  pleafant, 
and  are  almoft  every  where,  interfered  with 
rivulets,  by  which  the  circumjacent  rice-- 
.  plantations,  are  inundated,  and  fertilized  in 
the  proper  feafon. 

There  are  five  principal  roads,  which 
lead  from  the  city,  towards  the  country,  and 
which  are  all  planted  with  high  and  fliady 
trees. 

That  which  runs  to  the  eaftward,  to  Ansjol 
and  the  feacoaft,  is  laid  along  the  fide  of  a 
I  rivulet, 
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rivulet,  the  ftream  of  which  running  down 
an  imperceptible  Hope,  is  very  flow,  which 
makes  it  relemble  the  canals  for  inland  na¬ 
vigation,  in  Holland.  Both  fldes  of  it,  are 
adorned  with  gardens  ;  but  they  are  begin¬ 
ning  to  be  negle&ed,  fave  one  or  two,  be¬ 
longing  to  the  director  general. 

At  no  great  diftance  from  the  fealhore, 
whither  this  road  finally  leads,  there  is  an 
oyfterbed  ;  and  on  the  beach  ftands  a  houle 
of  entertainment,  which  is  reforted  to  by  the 
Europeans,  for  the  purpofe  of  eating  this 
Ihellfilh. 

The  fecond  road  has  the  appellation  of  the 
Mango-doa ,  from  its  having  been  formerly 
planted  with  a  double  row  of  mango-trees. 
This  runs  more  fouth  than  the  former  one, 
and  farther  inland.  Along  this  road  there 
are  lil&wife  many  gardens,  but  they  are 
none  of  them  fo  fplendid  and  pleafant  as 
thole  which  border  and  embellilh  the  road 
to  Jaccatra-,  for  there,  the  fineft  picture  that 
can  be  conceived,  prefents  itfelf  to  the  de¬ 
lighted  eye,  both  with  refpeft  to  the  grandeur 
of  the  buildings,  and  the  elegance  of  the 
grounds.  Moft  of  the  houfes  belonging  to 
them,  have  their  fronts  towards  the  road,  and 

vol.  I.  x  from 
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frfcm  the  backrooms  they  have  a  profpedl  of 
the  river  of  Jaccatra . 

This  road  is  nearly  two  hundred  feet 
broad,  and  is  clofely  planted  with  trees.  I 
do  not  know,  that  I  ever  beheld  a  more  de¬ 
lightful  avenue.  It  terminates  at  a  fmall 
fort,  which  is  called  Jaccatra,  fituated  about 
half  a  Dutch  mile*  from  Batavia ,  and  though 
the  road  is  continued,  thence  to  Weltevreeden , 
the  country-feat  of  the  governor  general,  and 
beyond  it  farther  into  the  country,  it  aflumes, 
on  the  other  fide  of  Jaccatra ,  the  name  of 
Goenong  Sari. 

The  fourth,  is  called  the  Molenvliet ,  or 
Mill-drain,  becaufe  part  of  the  water  of  the 
great,  or  Jaccatra ,  river,  is  diverted  through 
a  channel,  along  this  road,  for  the  purpofe  of 
turning  a  powdermill,  which  hands  fcarcely 
ten  minutes’  walk  from  the  city.  The  road 
leads  along  the  canal,  for  full  half  a  Dutch 
mile  up  the  country,  and  is  equally  adorned 
on  both  iides,  with  handl'ome  houles,  and  plea- 
fimt  gardens.  It  then  proceeds  to  Tanabang, 
where  a  large  market  is  held  every  Saturday, 
for  all  kinds  of  provifions,  which  are  brought 
thither  from  the  interior  parts. 

The  fifth  road  leads  through  4he  Chinefe 
Ca?npan, 
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Campon ,  alfo  along  a  river,  to  Fort  Ankay , 
and  is,  in  like  manner,  bordered  on  both  Tides 
with  gardens. 

None  of  thefe  roads,  nor  any  of  the  ftreets 
in  the  city,  are  paved ;  the  ground  conlifts  of 
a  hard  clay,  which  is  made  very  fmooth  and 
plain ;  only  in  the  city,  along  the  fides  of  the 
ftreets,  by  the  houfes,  are  ftone  footpaths,  of 
about  three  or  four  feet  in  breadth  *. 

*  The  ftreets  and  canals,  at  Batavia,  are  planted  on  each 
fide  with  large  trees;  generally  the  mofbyllum  calopbyliom  and 
ealaba ,  the  eanarium  commune,  and  fome  others  ftill  fcarcer.  2~. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Government  of  Batavia. — Council  of  India . — Go¬ 
vernor  General. — Director  General. — Ccunfellors  of 
India. — Council  of  JuJlice. — Board  ofScbeepens. — 
Punijhments. — Impalement.  —  Mucks.  —  Orphan- 
Chamber. — Society  for  the  Opium-Trade. — Chief 
of  the  Marine. — Commandant  and  Upper  Comp¬ 
troller  of  Equipment.— Vice-  Commandant. — Mili¬ 
tary, —  Militia.  —  Of  Ranks  and  Precedency. — 
Sumptuary  Laws. — Clergymen. — Coins. — Weights. 
— Meafures. 

The  chief  government  of  Batavia ,  and 
of  all  the  pofleffions  of  the  Dutch  Ealt-In- 
dia  Company  in  Alia,  is  veiled  in  the  coun¬ 
cil  of  India,  with  the  governor  general  at 
their  head. 

This  council  confined,  when  I  wras  there, 
befides  the  director  general,  of  five  ordinary 
counfellors,  including  the  governor  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  nine  extraordinary  coun¬ 
fellors,  and  two  lecretaries. 

Five  of  the  extraordinary  counfellor  s  were 
governors  of  the  out-fadlories  of  Java’s 
Northeaft  Coajl ,  Coromandel,  yhnhoym ,  Cey¬ 
lon,  and  Mac  offer. 
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This  council  determines  affairs,  of  every 
kind,  thofe  which  relate  to  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  juftice  alone  excepted.  Yetincivi 
matters,  an  appeal  may  be  made  from  the 
fentence  of  the  council  of  juftice,  to  the 
council  of  India. 

All  appointments  and  promotions  to 
offices,  are  effected  by  the  council  of  India, 
not  excepting  that  of  the  governor  general ; 
but  this  mu  ft  be  confirmed  by  the  affembly 
of  feventeen,  in  the  Netherlands 

The 

*  Ecclefiaftical  preferments,  and  the  appointment  of  the 
minifters  of  juftice,  proceed  immediately  from  the  direftion  in 
Holland.  In  the  council  of  India,  the  governor  and  director 
general,  and  the  five  ordinary  counfellors,  alone,  conclude 
upon  moft  matters  that  are  brought  before  them ;  the  other 
nine  members  are  properly  only  afleflbrs,  who  may  give  their 
advice,  but  have  no  votes,  except,  in  the  queftion  of  war  or 
peace  with  the  Indians,  in  the  pardoning  of  criminals  con¬ 
demned  to  death,  in  the  election  of  a  governor  general,  and  in. 
a  few  other  important  points.  The  power  and  influence  of 
this  body  in  the  Indies,  are  unbounded.  It  is  the  reprefenta- 
tive  of  the  ftate,  and  of  the  Company,  and  millions  of  Indians 
are  fubjeft  to  its  fway.  Kings  and  princes,  are  crowned  and 
dethroned  by  its  mandates.  ‘‘  I  have  been  witnefs,”  fays 
Ary  Hu YStRs,  a  writer,  to  whom  we  have  before  had  oc- 
cafion  to  refer,  “  to  the  depofition  of  two  powerful  kings  of 
‘‘  the  Moluccas ,  and  the  hereditary  prince  of  Tidore.  One  of 
“  thefe  died  miferably  in  a  little  village,  near  the  place  of  my 
«  refidence.  I  faw  the  venerable  old'  man  before  his  death; 

*  T  5  “  he 
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The  authority  of  the  governor  general  is 
almoft  unbounded j  and  although  he  is  obliged 
to  give  cognizance  to  the  council,  and  con- 
fult  them  on  fome  matters,  he  pofTeffes  a  moft 
arbitrary  and  independent  power  in  all :  for 
there  are  few  or  no  members  of  the  council, 
who  do  not  ftand  in  need  of  his  good  offices, 
in  fome  inftance  or  other,  for  example,  in 
order  to  obtain  lucrative  employments  for 
their  relations  or  favourites  *  ;  and  if  this  be 
not  fufficient,  to  make  them  obey  the  nod  of 
the  governor,  he  is  not  deflitute  of  the 


u  he  was  feventy-two  years  of  age.  When  I  exprefled  my 
“  commiferation  at  the  deep  humiliation  he  had  undergone,  he 
“  anfwered,  with  a  figh,  in  the  Malay  language,  pointing  to 
“  heaven,  ‘  It  is  the  'will  of  God.'  ’*  Other  inftances  of  the 
tyranny  of  the  Dutch  Company  over  the  native  princes,  are  re¬ 
lated  in  the  prefent  work.  T. 

*  By  the  fecond  article  of  the  oath  taken  by  the  governor 
general,  as  likewife  by  the  counfellors  of  India,  on  their  ap¬ 
pointment,  they  engage  “  never  to  receive  any  gifts  or  prefents, 
**  directly  or  indirectly,  from  any  one  under  their  authority  ; 
e<  neither  in  refpeCt,  or  in  the  hope,  or  expectation  thereof, 
“  nor  of  any  advantage,  favour,  or  other  private  confidera- 
“  ration,  either  of  relationfhip,  friendfhip,  or  otherwife,  to  ap  • 
“  point,  or  caufe  to  be  appointed,  any  other  individual  to  an 
“  office,  place,  or  ftation,  than  fuch  as  they  believe  and  find 
“  to  poffefs  the  moft  experience,  the  moft  integrity,  the  moft 
“  fidelity,  and  the  moft  abiiitv,  for  the  fame.”  So  much  do 
men  regard  oaths !  T. 


% 
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means  of  tormenting  them,  in  every  way> 
under  various  pretences  ;  nay,  of  fending 
them-  prifoners  to  Europe :  as  was  done, 
with  refpedl  to  M.  M.  Van  Imhof,  de 
Haaze,  and  Van  Schinnhn,  in  the  year 
1740,  by  the  governor  general  Valke- 
nier*.  As,  therefore,  thofc  who  are  im¬ 
mediately  next  to  him  in  rank,  depend  upon, 
and  ftand  in  awe  of  him,  it  follows,  that 
the  fervants  of  the  Company,  who  are  in 
inferior  ftations,  feel  ftill  deeper  reverence, 
and  tremble  before  him,  as  in  the  prefence 
of  one,  from  whofe  arbitrary  will  and 
power,  their  happinefs  or  mifery  wholly  de¬ 
pends  :  the  flavilh  fubmiffion  with  which  his 
commands  are  received  and  executed,  is,  in 
confequence,  fcarcely  credible ;  for  how  is 
it  poffible  that  freeborn  Hollanders,  lhould 
bow  themfelves  fo  low,  beneath  the  igno¬ 
minious  yoke ! 

His  excellency  the  governor  general,  at 
prefent,  ufually  refides  at  his  country  feat, 

*  Valkenier,  who  was  the  perfonal  enemy  of  the  above 
gentlemen,  tyrannically  abufed  his  authority  in  fo  far,  that 
when  the  council  of  India  refufed  to  famftion  this  arbitrary 
meafure,  he  furrounded  the  council-table  with  a  body  of  armed 
men,  and  thus  conftrained  them  to  a  (Tent  to  his  willies.  V . 

r  4  called 
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called  Weltevreeden ,  about  an  hour  and  a 
quarter’s  walk  from  Batavia ,  and  which  is 
a  fuperb  manfion. 

He  gives  public  audience  here,  every 
Monday  and  Thurfday;  and  on  Tuefdays, 
and  Fridays,  at  another  feat,  fituated  nearer 
to  the  city,  on  the  Jaccatra  road.  On  the 
other  days  of  the  week,  he  is  inacceffible  to 
every  body,  and  can  not  be  fpoken  to,  unlefs 
on  affairs  of  the  greateft  importance  and 
urgency.  Nobody  goes  thither,  without 
having  fome  bufinefs  to  call  him;  for  it 
would  be  taken  extremely  ill,  if  any  one  was 
to  pay  a  vifit  of  mere  ceremony.  The  time 
of  audience  is  from  fix  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  till  eight.  Every  one  waits,  in  the  open 
air,  in  the  court,  before  the  houfe,  till  he 
is  called  in  by  one  of  the  body-guards. 

When  the  governor  rides  out,  he  is  always 
accompanied  by  fome  of  his  horfe-guards. 
An  officer  and  two  trumpeters  precede  his 
approach,  and  every  perfon  who  meets  him, 
and  happens  to  be  in  a  carriage,  muft  flop, 
and  ftep  out  of  it,  till  he  has  rode  by*. 

A  com- 

*  This  humiliating  homage,  as  well  as  that  paid  to  the 
(dih  beertn,  or  ccunfellors  of  India,  as  will  be  prefently  noticed, 
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A  company  of  dragoons  always  mount 
guard  at  JVeltevreeden.  He  has  befides  fome 
halberdiers,  who  are  employed  in  carrying 
meflages  and  commands,  and  who  always 
are  attendant  on  the  governor’s  perfon, 
wherever  he  goes.  They  are  dreifed  in 

are  equally  required  from  foreigners.  Thefe  ceremonies  are 
generally  complied  with  by  the  captains  of  Indiamen,  and. 
overtrading  (hips ;  “  but,’’  fays  Captain  Carteret,  who 
was  at  Batavia,  in  1768,  “  having  the  honour  to  bear  his 
«  majefty’s  commiffion,  I  did  not  think  myfelf  at  liberty  to 
41  pay  to  a  Dutch  governor,  any  homage  which  is  not  paid 
*«  to  my  own  fovereign :  it  is,  however,  conflantly  required 
“  of  the  king’s  officers;  and  two  or  three  days  after  my  arri- 
**  val,  the  landlord  of  the  hotel  where  I  lodged  told  me, 
**  he  had  been  ordered  by  the  jkebawlar ,  to  let  me  know  that 
“  my  carriage,  as  well  as  others,  mull  Hop,  if  I  fliould  meet 
“  the  governor,  or  any  of  the  council  j  but  I  defired  him  to 
“  acquaint  the  Jbebandar ,  that  I  could  not  confent  to  perform 
“  any  fuch  ceremony  ;  and  upon  his  intimating  fomething 
“  about  the  black  men  with  flicks,  who  precede  the  approach 
“  of  thefe  great  men,  I  told  him,  that  if  any  infult  Ihould  be 
“  offered  me,  I  knew  how  to  defend  myfelf,  and  would  take 
“  care  to  be  upon  my  guard,  at  the  fame  time,  pointing  to  my 
“  piltols,  which  happened  to  lie  upon  the  table :  upon  this  he 
“  went  away,  and  about  three  hours  afterwards  returned,  and 
“  told  me  he  had  orders  from  the  governor  to  acquaint  me, 
“  that  I  might  do  as  I  pleafed.”  Since  that  time,  the  Englifh 
officers,  have  never  been  required  to  comply  with  this  degrad¬ 
ing  cullom ;  yet  when  they  have  been  in  an  hired  carriage, 
nothing  has  deterred  the  coachman  from  flopping  and  alight¬ 
ing,  in  honour  of  the  Dutch  grandee,  but  the  moft  peremp¬ 
tory  menace  of  immediate  death.  T. 

fliorfc 
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fiiort  coats  of  lcarlet  cloth,  richly  laced  with 
gold,  and  follow  in  rank  upon  the  junior  en- 
fign  in  the  Company’s  fervice. 

When  his  excellency  enters  the  church, 
all  perfons,  both  men  and  women,  the  coun- 
fellors  of  India  not  excepted,  Hand  up,  in 
token  of  relpedt  *.  His  lady  receives  the 
fame  honours,  and  is  equally  efcorted  by  a 
party  of  horfe-guards,  when  fhe  rides  out.  . 

The  governor  general,  who  was  in  office 
at  that  time,  was  Mr.  Peter  Albert  Van 
der  Parra,  a  native  of  Colombo ,  the  chief 
fettlement  of  the  Dutch  in  Ceylon.  He  was  a 
man,  inimical  to  all  pomp,  and  in  this  refpedl 
very  different  from  moil  of  his  predecef- 
fors.  He  was  remarkably  temperate,  gene¬ 
rally  drinking  pure  water,  and  feldom  taking 
any  wine  or  beer.  He  was  commonly  oc¬ 
cupied  the  whole  day  ;  and  when  he  did 
not  aiiiflat  the  council-table,  he  was  clofeted 
with  his  fecretary  and  clerks. 

The  direftor  general,  who  is  the  eldeft 
counfellor  of  India,  is  the  next  in  rank.  The 
direction  and  controul,  over  the  trade  of  the 

*  This  etiquette  was  aboliflied  upon  the  acceffioti  of  R.  de 
Klekk  to  the  government  in  1777,  as  appears  in  the  fe- 
quel.  T. 
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Company,  throughout  all  India,  and  to  Eu¬ 
rope,  together  with  every  thing  that  relates 
to  it,  is  exclufively  entruded  to  him.  The 
governor  general  does  not  in  the  lead:  meddle 
in  thefe  matters,  if  the  director  have  but  the 
needful  ability. 

Next  in  order,  follow  the  ordinary  and 
extraordinary  counceliors  of  India.  Thofe 
who  refide  at  Batavia,  are  alfo  ufually  pre- 
fidents  of  different  boards  or  courts.  Every 
counfellor  of  India,  has  likewife  the  corres¬ 
pondence  with  one  of  the  out-fadlories,  al¬ 
lotted  to  him ;  the  general  himfelf  has  that 
of  one  or  two  Settlements,  and  no  one  is 
excufed,  in  this  refpedt,  but  the  director,  on 
account  of  his  multifarious  other  avocations. 

Although  every  member  of  the  council, 
lies  under  this  obligation,  there  are  but  few 
of  them,  who  take  the  trouble  of  the  charge 
upon  therhfelves  y  mod:  of  them  caufe  it  to 
be  effedted  by  perfons  of  a  lower  rank  y  and 
the  bed:  inftitutions  are  thus  perverted  by 
felfifhnefs  and  doth. 

When  a  counfellor  of  India,  or  his  lady, 
enters  a  church,  all  the  men  fland  up,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  for  the  governor  gene¬ 
ral,  but  the  women  remain  fitting.  On 
meeting 
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meeting  one  of  them  in  a  carriage,  every 
body  muft  flop,  rife  up,  and  bow  to  them, 
and  flay  till  they  are  gone  by.  When  they 
go  out,  they  have  two  flaves,  who  run  before 
them  with  flicks,  while  other  people  are  al¬ 
lowed  but  one. 

There  are  always  two  fecretaries  of  the 
government,  who  take  down  in  writing, 
allthepropofitions,  or  relblutions, which  have 
been  difcufled  in  the  council,  and  lay  them 
before  the  governor  general,  when  the  af- 
fembly  is  broke  up.  He  examines  them, 
and  gives  dire&ionS  what  is  to  be  made  into 
decrees,  jmd  what  is  only  to  be  inferted  in 
the  journals  for  notification.  The  refolu- 
tions  being  then  drawn  up  in  writing,  by 
the  firfl  iecretary,  they  are  again  prefented 
to  the  governor,  who  makes  fuch  alterations 
in  them  as  he  thinks  fit ;  and  at  the  enfuing 
fefiion  of  the  council,  they  are  read  over,  and 
approved. 

The  falary  of  a  counfellor  of  India,  is  a 
thoufand  rixdollars  per  annum  •,  befides 
which  he  has  fix  hundred  rixdollars  for 
houferent,  feven  hundred  for  his  trouble  in 
figning  difpatches,  three  hundred  towards 
providing  his  table,  together  with  a  confide- 

rable 
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ruble  allowance  of  provifions  from  the  Com¬ 
pany's  warehoufes.  Taking  every  thing 
together,  he  can  reckon  upon  a  yearly  in¬ 
come  of  four  thoufand  rixdollars,  or  nine 
thoufand  fix  hundred  gilders  *.  Befides  the 
above,  the  firft  fecretary  has  the  emoluments 
attending  the  making  out  of  the  commif- 
fions,  which  do  not  amount  to  a  trifle,  es¬ 
pecially  when  many  appointments  of  go¬ 
vernors,  dire&ors,  or  commandants  occur, 
who  pay  liberally  for  their  commiffions  ; 
Sometimes  giving  fees  to  the  amount  of  a, 
thoufand  rixdollars.  Yet  none  of  them  can 
Save  any  thing  from  this  income,  which  they 
amply  want  for  their  houfehold  expences; 
for  which  reafon,  they  are  generally  favour¬ 
ed  with  the  government  or  direfrorfhip  of  an 
out-fettlement,  after  they  have  been  three  or 
four  years  in  the  council. 

The  private  fecretary  of  the  governor 
general,  is  ufually  promoted  to  be  fecretary 
to  the  council,  upon  a  vacancy. 

Thirty-fix  or  forty  clerks,  are  daily  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  Secretary’s  office,  which  is  next 
to  the  government-houfe,  in  the  caftle. 

*  About  875/.  fading,  T. 

They 
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They  have,  for  the  moft  part,  the  rank  ef 
junior  merchants;  nevertheless,  they  are  not 
able  to  earn  more  than  a  bare  Sufficiency  to 
fubfift  on. 

Jufticeis  adminiftered  to  the  Servants  of  the 
Company, by  an  affembly,  having  the  appella¬ 
tion  of  council  of  juftice.  This  body  is,  by  its 
eonftitution,  independent  of  the  council  of 
India  ;  but  as  the  members  of  which  it  con- 
fifts,  have  equally  many  wants  and  wifhes 
to  be  fulfilled,  they  likewife  endeavour  to 
be  near  the  fountain-head  of  promotion  and 
advantage  ;  and,  as  well  as  all  others,  fol¬ 
low  the  inclinations  of  their  fovereign  ruler, 
in  all  cafe6  that  are  brought  before  them. 
This  council  confifts  of  a  prefident,who  ranks 
next  to  the  junior  counfellor  of  India,  eight 
ordinary  members,  and  two  adjutors,' taken 
from  the  Company’s  fervants.  Their  fa- 
Iary  is,  as  I  was  informed,  no  more  than 
two  thoufand  two  hundred  rixdollars ;  which 
is  Scarcely  Sufficient  for  the  Support  of  their 
eftabliffiments  :  they  are,  befides,  obliged  to"' 
Serve  the  office  of  counfelfor  of  juftice,  for  the 
Space  of  ten  years,  before  they  may  be  can¬ 
didates  for  any  other  office. 

There  are  two  fifcals  belonging  to  this 
council, 
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council,  one  of  which  bears  the  title  of  ad- 
vocat-efifcal,  or  attorney  general,  but  whole 
office  relates  only  to  the  perfons  in  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  lervice,  both  by  fea,  and  by  land. 
The  other  is  ftiled  the  water-fifcal,  and 
through  whom,  all  indidtments  relative  to 
navigation  are  made.  This  was  formerly  one 
of  the  moll  lucrative  employments  of  all 
India,  and  it  is  ftill  very  advantageous,though 
not  fo  much  lo  as  before,  becaufe  the  private 
trade,  is  nothing  like  fo  flourilhing  as  it  was 
in  former  times.  The  methods  by  which 
fortunes  were  made  in  this  office,  will  eafily 
be  conceived  by  feafaring  people.  The  ie- 
cretary  of  the  council  of  juftice,  has  the  rank 
of  merchant. 

The  citizens,  and  free  merchants  of  Ba¬ 
tavia,  who  are  not  in  the  Company’s  fervice, 
are  amenable  to  a  feparate  municipal  court 
of  juftice,  being  what  is  called  the  . board  of 
fcheepens ,  or  aldermen,  who  are  eight  in 
number,  with  a  prefident,  who  is  a  member 
of  the  council  of  India. 

fo  this  court  belong  a  fherifF,  for  the 
matters  which  relate  to  the  city,  and  a  cor- 
ftable  of  the  territory  of  Batavia  ;  both  of 
which 
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which  are  very  lucrative  offices,  and  are 
never  beftowed  but  on  great  favourites. 

The  puniffiments  inflidled  at  Batavia ,  are 
exceffively  fevere,  efpecially  fuch  as  fall  upon 
the  Indians.  Impalement  is  the  chief,  and 
moft  terrible. 

In  the  year  1769,  I  faw  an  execution  of 
this  kind,  of  a  Macaffer  Have,  who  had  mur¬ 
dered  his  matter ;  which  was  done  in  the 
following  manner.  The  criminal  was  led, 
in  the  morning,  to  the  place  of  execution, 
being  the  grafs-plat,  which  I  have  before 
taken  notice  of,  and  laid  upon  his  belly,  be¬ 
ing  held  by  four  men.  The  executioner  then 
made  a  tranfverfe  incilion  at  the  lower  part 
of  the  body,  as  far  as  the  os  facrum ;  he  then 
introduced  the  fharp  point  of  the  fpike, 
winch  was  about  fix  feet  long,  and  made  of 
polilhed  iron,  into  the  wound,  lo  that  it  patt¬ 
ed  between  the  backbone  aud  the  Ikin.  Two 
men  drove  it  forcibly  up,  along  the  fpine, 
while  the  executioner  held  the  end,  and 
gave  it  a  proper  direftion,  till  it  came  out 
between  the  neck  and  ffioulders.  The  lower 
end  was  then  put  into  a  wooden  poll,  and 
riveted  faft ;  and  the  fufferer  was  lifted  up, 

thus 
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thus  impaled,  and  the  poll:  ftuck  in  the  ground. 
At  the  top  of  the  poft,  about  ten  feet  from 
the  ground,  there  was  a  kind  of  little  bench, 
upon  which  the  body  refted. 

The  infenfibility,  or  fortitude,  of  the  mile* 
rable  fuffere'r,  was  incredible.  He  did  not 
utter  the  lead:  complaint,  except  when  the 
fpike  was  rivetted  into  the  pillar  j  the  ham¬ 
mering  and  fhaking  occafioned  by  it,  Teem¬ 
ed  to  be  intolerable  to  him,  and  he  then  bel¬ 
lowed  out  for  pain;  and  likewife  once  again, 
when  he  was  lifted  up  and  fet  in  the  ground. 
He  fat  in  this  dreadful  fituation,  till  death 
put  an  end  to  his  torments,  which  fortunately 
happened  the  next  day,  about  three  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon.  He  owed  this  Ipeedy  ter¬ 
mination  of  his  mifery,  to  a  light  fhower  of 
rain,  which  continued  for  about  an  hour  ; 
and  he  gave  up  the  ghoft  half  an  hour  after¬ 
wards. 

There^have  been  inftances  at  Batavia ,  of 
criminals  who  have  been  impaled,  in  the  dry 
feafon,  and  have  remained  alive  for  eight,  or 
more  days,  yvithout  any  food  or  drink,  which 
»>  is  prevented  to  be  given  them,  by  a  guard 
who  is  ftatioued  at  the  place  of  execution, 
vol.  i.  u  for 
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for  that  purpofe.  One  of  the  furgeons  of 
the  city  allured  me,  that  none  of  the  parts 
immediately  neceflfary  to  life,  are  injured  by 
impalement,  which  makes  the  punilhment 
the  more  cruel  and  intolerable  ;  but  that  as 
loon  as  any  water  gets  into  the  wound,  it 
mortifies,  and  occafions  a  gangrene,  which 
dire&ly  attacks  the  more  noble  parts,  and 
brings  on  death  almoft  immediately. 

This  miferable  fufferer  continually  com¬ 
plained  of  unfuflferable  thirft,  which  is  pe¬ 
culiarly  incident  to  this  terrible  punilhment. 
The  criminals  are  expofed,  during  the  whole 
day,  to  the  burning  rays  of  the  fun,  and  are 
unceafingly  tormented  by  numerous  flinging 
infe61s. 

I  went  to  fee  him  again,  about  three 
hours  before  he  died,  and  found  him  con- 
verfing  with  the  byflanders.  He  related  to 
them,  the  manner  in  which  he  had  murdered 
his  good  mafter,  and  exprefled  his  repent¬ 
ance,  and  abhorrence  of  the  crime  he  had 
committed.  This  he  did  with  great  com- 
pofure ;  yet  an  inftant  afterwards,  he  burft 
out  in  the  bittereft  complaints  of  unquencha¬ 
ble  thirft,  and  raved  for  drink,  while  no  one 


was 
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was  allowed  to  alleviate,  by  a  fingle  drop  of 
water,  the  excruciating  torments  he  under¬ 
went. 

This  kind  of  punilhment,  notwithftanding  • 
its  great  cruelty,  is  aflerted  by  many,  to  be 
of  the  higheft  neceffity,  in  a  country,  where 
a  treacherous  race  of  men,  unreftrained  by 
any  moral  principles  from  the  perpetration 
of  the  greateft  crimes,  perform  the  daily 
menial  and  houfehold  fervices  of  the  Eu¬ 
ropeans.  The  Haves  that  come  from  the 
ifland  of  Celebes ,  and  efpecially  the  Bouginefe, 
are  guilty  of  the  moft  horrid  murders  :  moll 
of  thofe  who  run  mucks  belong  to  that 
nation.  ' 

Thefe  ads  of  indifcriminate  murder,  are 
called  by  us  mucks ,  becaufe  the  perpetrators 
of  them,  during  their  frenzy,  continually  cry 
but,  amok,  amok ,  which  fignifies,  kill,  kill* 
When,  by  the  fwallowing  of  much  opium, 
or  by  other  ‘-means,  they  are  raifed  to  a 
pitch  of  defperate  fury,  they  felly  out  with 
a  knife,  or  other  weapon,  in  their  hand,  and 
kill,  without  diftin&ion  of  lex,  rank,  or  age, 
whoever  they  meet  in  the  ftreets  of  Bata • 
via ;  and  proceed  in  this  way,  till  they  are 
either  fliot  dead,  or  taken  prifoners.  Their 
u  2  intox- 
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intoxication  continues  till  death  j  they  rurt 
in  upon  the  armsoppofed  to  them,  and  often 
kill  their  opponents,  even  after  they  are  them- 
felves  mortally  wounded. 

In  order,  if  poffible,  to  take  them  alive, 
the  officers  of  juftice  are  provided  with  a 
pole,  ten  or  twelve  feet  in  length,  at  the 
end  of  which  there  is  a  kind  of  fork,  made 
of  two  pieces  of  wood,  three  feet  long,  which 
are  furniffied  within  with  ffiarp  iron  {pikes ; 
this  is  held  before  the  wretched  objeft  of 
purfuit,  who,  in  his  frenzy,  runs  into  it,  and 
is  thus  taken  prifoner. 

If  he  happen  to  be  mortally  wounded,  he 
is  immediately  broken  alive  upon  the  wheel, 
without  any  form  of  trial,  in  the  prefence  of 
two  or  three  of  the  counfellors  of  juftice. 

Many  inftances  of  much  occurred,  during 
my  refidence  at  Batavia  they  were  moftly 
done  in  the  evening  *. 

The 

*  It  is  rrm3rkable,  that  at  Batati*,  where  the  aflaffins,  juft 
now  defcribed,  when  taken  alive,  are  broken  on  the  wheel, 
with  every  aggravation  of  puniflirnent,  that  the  moil  rigorous 
juftice  can  inflift,  the  much  yet  happen  in  great  frequency  ; 
whilft  at  Be.nccolen,  where  they  are  executed  in  the  moft  Ample 
and  expeditious  mannner,  the  offence  is  extremely  rare.  Ex- 
cefles  of  feverity  in  punifnment,  may  deter  men  from  delibe-  . 

rate, 
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The  orphan-chamber  at  Batavia ,  ferves, 
the  faime  time,  for  the  whole  of  the 

Dutch  / 

rate,  and  interefted,  afts  of  villany,  but  they  only  exafperate 
ftill  further,  the  atrocious  enthufiafm  of  defperadoes.  The 
Indian  who  runs  a  muck  is  always  firft  driven  to  defperation 
by  forae  outrage,  and  always  firft  revenges  himfelf  upon  thofe 
who  have  done  him  wrong  :  they  are  generally  flaves ;  who 
indeed  are  moft  fubjedt  to  infults,  and  leaft  able  to  obtain 
legal  redrefs.  It  has  been  ufual  to  attribute  mucks  to  the  con- 
fequences  of  the  ufe  of  opium  ;  but  the  words  of  Mr.  Stayo* 
rikus,  who  fays  that  they  are  occafioned  “  by  the  fwallow. 

“  ing  of  opium,  or  iy  ether  means’’  feem  to  confirm  the 
opinion  entertained  by  Marsdek,  that  this  fhould  probably, 
rank  with  the  many  errors  that  mankind  have  been  led  into, 
by  travellers  addicted  to  the  marvellous.  That  thefe  furious 
quarrels,  and  fanguinary  attacks,  do  actually,  and  frequently 
take  place  in  fome  parts  of  the  eaft,  cannot  be  controvert¬ 
ed  ;  but  it  is  not  equally  evide^  that  they  proceed  from  any 
intoxication,  except  that  of  their  unruly  paffions ;  and  many 
pmckt  might,  upon  fcrutiny,  be  found  to  be  of  the  nature  of 
one,  which  Mr.  Marsdkn  particularizes,  of  a  Have,  who 
probably  never  indulged  in  the  ufe  of  opium  in  his  life,  a 
man  of  ftrong  feelings,  driven,  by  excefs  of  injury,  to  do- 
meftic  rebellion  ;  or  of  that  related  in  Lieut.  Cook’s  voyage 
in  the  Endeavour,  bi  n  free  inhabitant  of  Batavia,  whofe  brain 
was  fired  more  by  the  maddening  fury  of  jealoufy,  than  by 
any  adventitious  intoxication.  It  is  true  that  the  Malays, 
when  bent  upon  any  daring  enterprize,  fortify  themfelves  with 
a  little  opiurq-b*' -order  to  become  infenfible  to  danger ;  as  ’  lie 
people  of  an!ftfes|_  nation  are  faid  to  take  a  dram  ;  but  it  muft 
be  obferved,  that  the  refolution  for  the  adt  precedes,  and  is 
not  the  effedt  of  the  intoxication.  They  take  the  fame  pre- 
■  u  3  caution^ 
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Dutch  pofleflions  in  India.  Every  out- 
factory  has,  it  is  true,  its  own  orpkan-cham- 
ber,  but  they  muft  render  account  of  their 
‘  adminiftration,  to  that  of  the  capital,  and 
remit  the  effedls  which  are  not  claimed,  or 
the  heirs  to  which  do  not  refide  on  the 
fpot.  That  of  Batavia  correfponds  with  the 
orphan-chambers  of  the  different  cities  where 
the  chambers  of  the  Eafl-India  Company  are 
eftablifhed 

The  board  confifts  of  a  prefident,  who 
is  a  counfellor  of  India,  and  fix  wecfmeefters , 
or  regents,  who  are  appointed  by  the  coun¬ 


caution,  previous  to  being  led  to  public  execution ;  but  on 
thefe  occafions,  fhew  greater  figns  of  ftupiditv,  than  of  frenzy. 
Upon  the  whole  it  may  reafonabiy  be  concluded,,  that  the 
fanguinary  achievements,  for  which  the  Malays  have  been 
famous,  or  infamous  rather,  are  more  jufliv  derived  from  the 
natural  ferocity  of  their  difpofition,  than  from  the  qualities  of 
any  drug  whatever.  A:  Batavia,  if  an  officer  take  one  of 
thefe  amoks ,  or  mohawks,  as  they  have  been  called  by  an 
eafy  corruption,  alive,  his  reward  is  very  confiderable,  but  if 
he  kill  them,  nothing  is  added  to  his  ufual  pay ;  yet  fuch  is 
the  fury  of  their  defperation,  that  three  out  of  four,  are  of 
neceffity  deftroyed  in  the  attempt  to  fecure  them.  T. 

*■  Weefiamrs,  or  orphan-chambers,  are  eftablifhments  which 

are  difperfed  throughout  the  United  Provinces,  for  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  the  eftates  of  all  who  die  inteflate,  and  the  ap¬ 
portionment  of  them  among  the  heirs.  T. 


f  295  ] 

cil  of  India  ;  with  a  fecretary,  and  a  fworn 
clerk.  The  capital  ftock,  remaining  in  the 
hands  of  the  orphan-chamber,  amounted  in 
the  year  1766,  to  /.2, 393, 566  *. 

There  are  feveral  other  courts,  or  boards, 
as  the  commiffioners  of  dikes  and  lluices, 
thofe  of  bankruptcies,  a  court  of  common 
pleas,  a  board  of  chntroul  over  marriages,  and 
others. 

A  fociety  was  eftablifhed  at  Batavia ,  dur¬ 
ing  the  government  of  Baron  Van  Imhof, 
for  the  opium-trade,  which  is  ftill  in  exift- 

■A 

ence.  * 

The  ftock  of  the  fociety  is  divided  into 
fliares,  of  twdHhoufand  rixdollars  each,  on 
which,  the  half  has  hitherto  only  been  fur- 
niftied,  but  the  remainder  may  be  required  at 
any  tif|c. 

The  dividends  are  unequal,  yet  very  large, 
and  the  Ihafes  are  fold  at  a  high  premium  ; 
they  are  generally  in  the  hands  of  the  coun- 
fellors  of  Iijlia. 

The  management  of  this  trade,  is  en- 
trufted  to  a  dire&or,  who  is  a  counfellor  of 
India,  two  adting  proprietors,  a  caftiier,  and 
a  bookkeeper. 


About  220, «oo /.  fterling.  T, 

u  4 


Everv 


[  296  ] 

Every  cheft  of  opium  Hands  the  Com¬ 
pany  in  two  hundred  and  fifty,  and  fome- 
times  in  three  hundred  rixdollars,  and  is 
delivered  to  the  fociety  for  five  hundred, 
and  fometimes  more.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  Company  is  bound  to  fell  this  drug  to  no 
other.  The  retail  of  it,  produces  large  pro¬ 
fits,  as  the  fociety  make  eight  or  nine  hun¬ 
dred  rixdollars,  and  more,  of  every  cheft. 
The  gain  would  be  more  confiderable,  if 
this  monopoly  could  be  ftridlly  enforced,  for" 
the  whole  quantity  of  opium,  confumed  in 
the  eaftern  parts  of  India j  but,  notwith- 
Eanding  the  Company  have  interdi&ed  this 
trade  to  their  fervants,  and  efpecially  to  the 
feamen,  upon  pain  of  death,  and  have  pro¬ 
hibited  the  importation  into  any  of  their  pof- 
feffions,  by  foreign  nations,  upon  pain  of 
confifcation  of  fhip  and  cargo,  yet  very 
great  violations  of  thefe  laws  are  daily  prac- 
tifed  in  fecret,  on  account  of  the  important 
profit  which  this  branch  of  trade  affords  ; 
by  which  the  fociety  is  much  injured,  al¬ 
though,  on  their  part,  they  do  all  they  can, 
on  the  arrival  of  fhips  from  the  Ganges ,  to 
difeover  if  any  contraband  opium  be  on 
board :  but  thole  who  engage  in  this  illicit 

trade, 
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trade,  take  too  many  precautions,  to  run 
any  danger  of  dete&ion.  The  Imuggling 
trade  which  the  Englifh  carry  on,  in  this 
article,  in  the  eaftern  iflands,  and  by  way  of 
Malacca ,  is  alfo  extremely  detrimental  to  the 
fociety. 

When  any  ffiips  arrive  in  the  road  of 
Batavia,  from  fuch  places,  whence  contra¬ 
band  goods  can  be  brought,  two  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  council  of  juftice,  with  the  water- 
fifcal,  and  the  provoft-marffial,  are  difpach- 
ed  the  next  day,  in  order  to  examine,  whe¬ 
ther  any  prohibited  wares  are  on  board  ;  the 
examination,  however, is  only  perlonallvdone 
by  the  laftnamed  officer,  who  reports  the  re- 
fult  to  the  others. 

A  chief  of  the  marine,  or  port-admiral, 
has  been  eftabliffied  at  Batavia ,  fince  the  year 
1762.  This  office  was  filled  by  Mr.  N. 
Houtingh,  vice-admiral  of  Holland,  of  the 
northern  divifion.  He  is  in  rank  equal  to  a 
counfellor  of  India,  but  takes  place  after 
the  junior  counfellor.  He  has  the  fame 
privileges  ;  has  equally  the  ftyle  of  edele 
beer ,  and  may  be  prefent  at  their  aflfem- 
filies ;  but  may  not  deliver  his  fentiments, 
except; 
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except  in  matters  relative  to  his  depart¬ 
ment. 

His  chief  occupation  confiffs  in  fuperin- 
tending  the  reparation  of  fhips  ;  in  examin¬ 
ing  the  fhips’  journals  j  in  figning  the  fail¬ 
ing-orders,  and  the  warrants  for  delivery  of 
ffores  to  the  fhips  ;  and  further,  in  keeping 
all  that  relates  to  maritime  affairs  in  due 
Order. 

Upon  this  officer,  follows  the  comman¬ 
dant  and  upper  comptroller  of  equipment,  to 
whom  the  management  of  the  flores  is  con¬ 
fided.  He  has  likewife  the  fuperintendence 
over  the  difeharging  and  loading  of  the 
fhips,  the  manning  of  them,  and  the  fur- 
nifhing  them  with  provifions.  This  is  alfo 
one  of  the  mod  lucrative,  but,  at  the  fame 
time,  one  of  the  mod  troublefome,  employ¬ 
ments  at  Batavia.  Since  he  has  a  head  placed 
over  him  ;  however,  the  former  quality  has 
greatly  decreafed,  while  the  latter,  has  re¬ 
mained  in  full  force.  He  is  affifted  by  a 
vice-commandant,  and  under  comptroller  of 
equipment,  to  whom  he  generally  delegates 
the  fuperintendence  of  the  loading  and  un¬ 
loading  of  the  fhips,  and  who  fupplies  his 

place. 
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place,  in  cafes  of  ficknefs,  or  abfence.  This 
gentleman  has  the  rank  of  poft-captain. 

The  Company  have  granted  to  thefe  three 
officers,  as  an  emolument,  the  privilege  of 
ffiipping  fome  tons  of  goods  (contraband 
wares  excepted)  by  every  ffiip  that  fails  to 
India,  according  to  the  fize  of  the  velfels  ; 
and  if  a  ffiip’s  captain  do  not  buy  up  thefe 
goods  of  them,  at  a  very  high  rate,  he  is  ffire 
to  find  very  fcanty  opportunities  of  difpofing 
of  his  own. 

The  commanders  of  veflels,  with  their 
lieutenants  and  mates,  follow  next  in  order  ; 
the  firft  rank  equal  with  merchants  :  when 
I  was  at  Batavia,  in  1 770,  there  were  thirty- 
nine  of  them,  who  refided  there,  or  com¬ 
manded  country-ffiips. 

The  whole  of  the  land-forces  of  the  Dutch 
in  India,  are  under  the  command  of  one  head, 
who  was  formerly  ftyled  captain-major,  but 
has’now  the  title  of  brigadier.  In  rank  he  fol¬ 
lows  upon  the  chief  of  the  marine.  He  has 
two  lieutenant-colonels  ynder  him ;  one  of 
whom  has  the  command  of  the  military  at 
Batavia ,  and  the  other  at  Ceylon  ;  there  are 
befides  fix  majors,  two  of  whom  refide  at 
Ceylon , 
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Ceylon ,  one  on  the  Malabar  coatt,  one  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope ,  and  two  at  Itetavia  ;  one 
of  thefe  laft  is,  at  the  fame  time,  chief  of 
the  artillery. 

There  is  a  regiment  of  dragoons,  which 
ferve  as  a  body-guard  to  the  governor  gene¬ 
ral.'  The  infantry  are  divided  into  two  batal- 
Hons,  and  are  quartered  within  and  without 
the  city. 

Befides  thefe  regular  troops,  two  compa¬ 
nies,  called  pennijls ,  are  embodied,  confift- 
ing  in  merchants,  junior  merchants,  book¬ 
keepers,  and  affiftants.  One  Company  are 
called  pennijls  of  the  cattle,  and  the  other, 
pennijls  of  the  city.  The  former  are  com¬ 
manded  by  the  firft  fecretary  of  the  govern*- 
ment,  and  the  latter  by  one  of  the  fenior 
merchants  of  the  cattle.  They  are  reviewed 
once  a  year,  by  the  governor  general,  and 
the  council ;  and  each  company  have  a  dif- 
tinft  uniform, 

The  other  Company’s  fervants  are  alfo 
formed  into  two  companies  ;  one  confitting 
in  the  marines,  and  others,  belonging  to  the 
admiralty- wjharf,  with  the  commandant  and 
tipper  comptroller  of  equipment  at  their 
head  • 
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head  ;  the  other  of  the  workmen  of  the 
ambagts  kw artier,  with  the  fabriek  as  their 
captain. 

Independently  of  thefe,  all  the  free  inhabi¬ 
tants,  or  citizens,  are  likewife  enrolled  in 
two  companies  of  horfe,  and  of  foot,  which 
are  commanded  by  a  counfellor  of  India,  as 
colonel,  and  mount  guard  every  night  at  the 
townhall. 

All  the  pra&itioners  of  furgery,  are  fuh- 
ordinate  to  a  chief,  wlio  has  the  controul 
over  all  the  iurgeons,  andfurgeons’  mates,  as 
well  on  board  of  the  (hips,  as  in  the  hof- 
pitals  ;  and  who  has  the  rank  of  fenior  mer¬ 
chant. 

It  will  not  be  unfuitabie  in  this  place,  to 
make  (ome  mention  of  the  diftinblions  of 
precedency  arfd  rank,  which  are  fo  minutely 
attended  to  in  all  the  Company’s  polfeffions 
in  India,  and  which  may,  on  no  account,  be 
negle&ed ;  more  efpecially  in  all  public 
companies,  and  affemblies.  Every  indi¬ 
vidual  is  as  (tiff  and  formal,  and  is  as  feel¬ 
ingly  alive  to  every  infra&ion  of  his  privi¬ 
leges,  in  this  refpebf,  as  if  his  happinefs  or 
mifery  depended  wholly  upon  the  due  ob- 
fervance  of  them.  Nothing  is  more  par¬ 
ticularly 
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ticularly  attended  to,  at  entertainments,  and 
in  companies,  by  the  matter  of  the  houfe, 
than  the  leating  of  every  guefr,  and  drink¬ 
ing  their  healths,  in  the  exaft  order  of  pre¬ 
cedency.  The  ladies  are  peculiarly  prone  to 
infill  upon  every  prerogative  attached  to  the 
ftation  of  their  hulbands ;  fome  of  them,  if 
they  conceive  themfelves  placed  a  jot  lower 
than  they  are  entitled  to,  will  fit  in  fullen 
and  proud  lilence,  for  the  whole  time  the 
entertainment  lads.  It  does  not  unfre- 
quently  happen,  that  two  ladies,  of  equal 
rank,  meeting  each  other,  in  their  carriages, 
one  will  not  give  way  to  the  other,  though 
they  may  be  forced  to  remain  for  hours  in 
the  ftreet.  Not  long  before  I  left  Batavia , 
this  happened  between  two  clergymen’s 
wives,  who  chancing  to  meet  in  their  car¬ 
riages,  in  a  narrow  place,  neither  would 
give  way,  but  flopped  the  palfage  for  full  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  during  which  time,  they 
abufed  each  other  in  the  moll  virulent  man¬ 
ner,  making  ufe  of  the  mod  reproachful  epi¬ 
thets,  and  whore  and  flave’s  brat,  were 
bandied  about  without  mercy :  the  mother 
of  one  of  thefe  ladies,  it  feems,  had  been  a 
Have,  and  the  other,  as  I  was  told,  was  not 
a  little 
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a  little  fufpedled,  of  richly  deferving  the  firft 
appellation :  they,  at  laft,  rode  by  one  an¬ 
other,  continuing  their  railing  till  they  were 
out  of  fight  but  this  occurrence  was  the  oc- 
cafion  of  an  adlion,  which  was  brought  before 
the  council,  and  carried  on  with  the  greateft 
virulence  and  perfeverance. 

To  provide  againft  thefe  difputes  on  the 
fubjedl  of  precedency,  the  refpedtive  ranks  of 
all  the  Company’s  fervants  were  afcertained 
by  a  refolution  .  of  government,  which  was 
renewed  in  1764  ;  and  a  regulation  refpedl- 
ing  the  pomp  of  funeral  proceflions,  was,  at 
the  fame  time,  added  to  it,  which  is  ftill  in 
force. 

Regulations  were  likewife  introduced  with 
refpedt  to  drefs,  during  the  government  of 
the  governor  general  Mossel  ;  by  which, 
perfons  of  a  certain  condition,  were  alone 
allowed  to  wear  embroidered,  or  laced, 
clothes ;  but  this  is  but  little  attended  to  at 
prefent,  for  almofl:  every  one  who  choofes, 
now  goes  drelTed  in  this  forbidden  finery* 
and  fumptuafy  laws  foon  grow  into  difufe 
here,  as  well  as  in  other  places.  Velvet 
coats  are,  however,  not  common,  and  they 
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are  abfolutely  prohibited  to  be  worn  by  an J 
one  under  the  rank  of  fenior  merchant*. 

When 

*  The  aft  by  which  thefe  regulations  were  eftabli/hed,  i$ 
compofed,  together  with*  a  fupplement,  of  a  hundred  and 
thirty*  one  articles,  and  relates  to  all  the  Dutch  fettlements  in 
India.  It  enters  into  the  moil  minute  detail  refpefting  the 
carriages,  horfes,  chairs,  fervants,  drefs,  &c<  of  the  Company’s 
fervants,  and  exhibits  a  ftrange  pifture  of  meannefs  and  illi- 
berality  in  the  midft  of  affefted  grandeur.  By  the  8th  article, 
little  chaifes  for  children,  drawn  by  the  hand,  rauft  not  be 
gilt,  or  painted,  but  in  the  exaft  proportion  of  the  rank  of  the 
parents.  By  the  31ft,  it  is  ordained,  that  no  one  lower  in 
rank  than  a  merchant  ftiall  make  ufe  of  a  parafol,  or  umbrella* 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  caiile,  except  when  it  rains. 
Ladies,  whofe  hulbands  are  below  the  rank  of  counfellors  of 
India,  may  not  wear  at  one  time,  jewels  of  more  in  value  than 
fix  thoufand  rixdollars ;  wives  of  fenior  merchants,  are  limited 
to  four  thoufand,  others  to  three  thoufand,  and  a  thoufand. 
Article  49th,  permits  ladies  of  the  higher  ranks  to  go  abroad 
with  three  female  attendants,  who  may  wear  “  elr-rings  of 
“  Angle  middle-fized  diamonds,  gold  hair-pins,  petticoats  of 
“'cloth  of  gold,  or  filver,  or  of  filk,  jackets  of  gold  or  filver 
“  gauze,  chains  of  gold,  or  of  beads,  and  girdles  of  gold,  but 
“  neither  pearls,  nor  diamonds,  nor  any  other  kind  of  jewels, 

“  in  the  hair.”  Wives  of  fenior  merchants  may  have  two, 
and  ladies  in  an  inferior  fiat  ion,  one,  maid,  who  may  weai 
“  ear-rings  of  fmall  diamonds,  gold  hair-pins,  a  jacket  of  fine 
“  linen,  and  a  chintz  petticoat,  but  no  gold  or  filver  fluffs  or 
“  filks,  or  any  jewels,  true  or  falfe  pearls,  or  any  other  ornamen  is 
“  of  gold.”  By  article  6j,  none  but  perfons  of  the  highelf 
rank  are  allowed  to  have  any  trumpets,  clarions,  or  drums, 
among  the  ranfic,  with  which  it  is  cuftomary  to  entertain 
guefts  during  dinner.  There  is  a  wife  recommendation  in 

the 
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When  their  number  is  complete,  there  are 
twelve  clergymen  of  the  reformed  religion, 
at  Batavia ,  fix  of  whom  preach  in  the  Dutch, 
four  in  the  Portuguefe,  and  two  in  the  Ma¬ 
lay,  languages  j  there  are  likewife  tlyee 
Lutheran  minifters,  who  preach  in  Dutch. 

Service  is  performed  every  Sunday,  in  the 
above  three  languages ;  in  Dutch,  at  two 
churches  in  the  morning,  but  only  at  one 

the  83d  article,  to  the  officers  of  the  Company  in  Bengal,  not 
to  furpafs  their  predeceflors  in  pomp  of  drefs,  or  appearance, 
and  efpecially  not  the  governors  or  chiefs  of  the  other  Euro¬ 
pean  fettlements.  Perhaps  the  noth  article,  is  the  moft 
curious  of  all.  It  allows  to  the  director  at  Surat ,  when  he 
goes  out  in  ftate,  among  other  things,  four  fans,  made,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  fafhion  of  the  country,  with  the  feathers  of  birds  of 
paradife,  and  cow-hair,  with  golden  cafes  and  handles.  It  is 
in  this  fame  aft  of  the  council,  that  the  orders  before  noticed, 
refpefting  the  homage  to  be  paid  by  every  one,'  on  meeting 
the  members  of  the  government  in  their  carriages,  or  when 
they  enter  the  churches,  are  inferted.  It  likewife  fixes  the 
duties  to  be  paid  upon  all  carriages,  horfes,  See.  It  is  worthy 
of  obfervation,  that  thofe  upon  carriages  encreafe  downwards, 
from  the  higher  to  the  lower  ranks  j  members  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  pay  jo  rixdollars  per  annum,  captains  of  the  military, 
merchants,  &c.  too,  junior  merchants,  Sec.  12*,  book¬ 
keepers,  Sec.  180,  citizens  of  no  fpecial  rank,  and  native  inha¬ 
bitants  of  confidcration,  200,  and  the  common  natives,  300 
rixdollars,  for  keeping  of  carriages.  Larger  Or  fmaller  fines, 
a re  the  penalties  attached  to  the  infraction  of  almoft  all  thefe 
fumptuary  regulations.  Where  wealth  and  pride  unite,  they 
are,  therefore,  of  little  avail,  to  reftrain  an  excefs  of  luxury.  T. 

vol,  i,  x  in 
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ih  the  afternoon.  An  examination  of  cate¬ 
chumens  takes  place  every  Wednefday  even¬ 
ing.  So  that  upon  the  whole,  thefe  reverend 
gentlemen  need  not  complain,  when  their 
number  is  complete,  of  too  fevere  labour  in 
the  vineyard  of  the  Lord.  The  morning- 
fervice  commences  at  half  paft  eight  o’clock, 
and  is  generally  over  by  ten,  when  the 
greateft  heat  of  the  day  begins  to  come  on. 

Ecclefiaftical  difputes,  are  never  heard  of 
here.  The  Company's  government,  who 
are  extremely  anxious  to  avoid  every  thing 
that  could  interrupt  the  public  tranquillity, 
would  loon  terminate  the  quarrel,  by  the 
fummary  argument  of  force,  an  example 
whereof  is  to  be  met  with  in  Valentyn. 

It  is  much  to  be  wifhed,  that  upright  and 
learned  clergymen,  were  alone  fent  hither. 
Yet  that  this  is  not  always  the  cafe,  appears 
from  a  refolution  taken  by  the  government 
there,  in  the  year  1768,  earnedly  to  requell 
that  the  aflembly  of  feventeen,  would  dif- 
patch  fome  minifters  of  the  gofpel,  poflefled 
of  virtue  and  learning,  to  Batavia ,  with  an 
augmentation  of  falaries  and  emoluments. 
Their  falary  was  then  one  thoufand  eight 
hundred  gilders  per  annum,  but  with  their. 

allowances 
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allowances  for  houferent,  board,  &c.  they' 
could  reckon  upon  three  thoufand*,  which  is 
certainly  not  enough  to  live  upon  at  Batavia ,  * 
with  a  family,  and  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  fenior  merchants. 

Once  in  every  year,  or  fometimes  only 
once  in  two  years,  one  of  the  clergymen  of 
Batavia ,  go  upon  a  vifitation,  to  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  poffefiions,  on  Sumatra's  wed;  coaft. 
Some  of  them,  well  know  how  to  avail  of 
iuch  occafions,  to  the  advantage  of  their 
pockets,  by  taking  with  them  as  much  mer¬ 
chandize  for  fale,  as  they  can  find  room  for 
in  the  ihip,  by  which  they  take  their  pafiage. 

The  coins  current  at  Batavia ,  are  the 
following  : — the^  milled  Dutch  gold  ducat, 
which  is  worth  fix  gilders  and  twelve  ftivers  : 
the  Japan  gold  coupangs ,  of  which  the  old, 
go  for  twenty-four  gilders,  and  the  new, 
for  fourteen  gilders  and  eight  ftivers  :  the 
Spanifh  dollar,  or  piafter,  rifes  and  falls,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  quantity  in  circulation,  or  the 
degree  of  demand  ;  its  value  is  generally  be¬ 
tween  fixty-three  and  lixty-fix  ftivers :  the 
milled  filver  ducatoon,  which  is  the  current 

*  About  275/.  fterling.  T. 
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coin  of  the  Company,  throughout  their  pof- 
feffions,  except  on  the  continent  of  India  ; 
.its  proportionate  value,  according  to  the 
other  coins,  is  fixty-fix  ftivers ;  but  in  In¬ 
dian  money  it  goes  for  eighty,  at  which 
rate  it  is  current  at  Batavia  ;  at  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope ,  it  is  worth  feventy-two,  and  at 
Cochin  feventy-five  ftivers  :  the  unmilled 
ducatoon,  is  two  ftivers  lefs  at  Batavia :  the 
milled  Batavia  rupee,  called  the  filver  der- 
ham  d'fava,  which  was  formerly  coined  at 
Batavia,  is  made  good  in  the  Company’s 
books  at  twenty-four  ftivers,  and  in  circula¬ 
tion  it  is  taken  at  thirty  ;  it  is  the  only  rupee 
that  goes  for  fo  much  at  Batavia ,  and  is 
current  at  Amboyna ,  Banda,  Ternate ,  Macaf 
far,  and  Malacca ,  at  the  lame  rate,  but  on 
the  coaft  of  Malabar,  it  is  eight  per  cent, 
lefs  in  value,  than  the  Surat  rupee  ;  all  other 
rupees  generally  go  for  twenty-leven  ftivers  ; 
the  Perluui  rupees  are  the  moft  current ; 
there  are  alfo  half  and  quarter  rupees  in  cir¬ 
culation  :  the  fmaller  coins  are  {killings, 
dubbeltjes ,  or  twopenny-pieces,  and  doits; 
there  are  two  forts  of  {killings,  the  old, 
which  are  the  fame  as  are  current  in  Hol¬ 
land,  go  for  fix  ftivers,  but  the  new,  which 
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are  here  called  fhip-fkillings,  are  worth  feven 
and  a  half :  twopenny-pieces,  which  are  old 
and  worn,  go  for  two  {fivers,  but  the  new* 
for  two  {livers  and  a  half ;  no  other  doits  are 
taken  in  change,  than  thofe  that  are  ffamped 
with  the  mark  of  the  Eaft-India  Company, 
and  thefe  are  equal  to  a  farthing  in  value : 
the  rixdollar,  which  is  the  money  ufed  for 
accounts  in  private  trade,  is  a  coin,  which  is 
worth  forty-eight  {fivers,  thus  three  new  or 
milled  ducatoons,  are  equal  to  five  rix- 
dollars  *  * 

Moft  merchants’  goods  are  calculated  at 
Batavia ,  by  picols  of  one  hundred  and 


*  The  following  is  a  table  of  the  value  in  fterling  money, 
of  the  above  coins,  at  the  par  exchange  of/.n  per  pound; 
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The  old  Japan  gold  coupang 
The  new  ditto 
The  milled  Dutch  ducat 
The  filver  milled  ducatoon 
The  unmilled  ditto 
The  Spanilh  dollar  from 
to 

The  rixdollar 
The  Batavia  rupee 
Other  rupees,  about 
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twenty-five  pounds,  Amfterdam  weight  *, 
and  thefe  are  fubdivided  into  a  hundred  cattis , 
each  weighing  one  pound  and  a  quarter. 

Rice,  and  other  grain,  is  meafured  by 
coyangs ,  which  differ  in  weight.  On  the 
receipt  of  the  rice  by  the  Company  at  Java, 
they  rauft  weigh  three  thoufand  five  hundred 
pounds.  They  are  fhipped  to  Batavia  for 
three  thoufand  four  hundred,  and  landed 
there  for  three  thoufand  three  hundred.  The 
warehoufe-keepers,  difpatch  them  for  the 
o'ut-fadfories  for  three  thoufand  two  hundred, 
where  .they  are  unloaden  for  three  thoufand 
one  hundred,  and,  finally,  they  are  delivered 
for  confumption  for  three  thoufand  pounds  at 
the  out-fa£lories,  namely,  thofe  that  receive 
their  rice  from  Batavia ,  as  Malacca,  the 
Cape  of  Go'd  Hope,  Ceylon,  Sumatra ’s  weft 
coaft,  &c.  thus  every  coyang  lofes  five  hum 
dred  pounds  in  weight  -j-. 

Sugar 

*  Ricaud,  in  his  Traiie  de  Commerce,  makes  the  picol,  at 
Batata,  equal  to  nSt/i.  Amfterdam  weight.  T. 

f  This  deficiency  is  an  allowance  which  is  made  to  the 
Company’s  fervants  who  refpe<ffively  have  the  management  of 
the  rice,  for  inftance,  for  every  3.300  received  at  Batavia,  the 
warehoufe-keepers  are  only  bound  to  deliver  3,200,  &c. 
Out  of  this  difference  they  muff  make  good  all  lofs,  by  duff* 
See.  and  what  they  can  keep  over  is  a  perquilite  to  themfelves. 

Similar 
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Sugar  is  taken  by  canajfers ,  of  three  picols, 
or  three  hundred  and  fe verity- five  pounds, 
neat,  each  :  the  grofs  weight  is  about  four 
hundred  or  four  hundred  and  five  pounds.  ^  ^ 

The  ganting ,  is  a  fmall  riee-meafure,  of 
thirteen  pounds  and  a  half  in  weight. 

Every  bag  of  coffee,  which  is  fhipped  from 
Batavia  to  Holland,  weighs  two  hundred 
and  fifty- two,  and  a  bale  of  cinnamon, 
eighty  pounds. 

Similar  allowances  are  made  on  mod  of  the  goods  in  which 
the  Company  trade,  and  they  are  all  very  particularly  fixed  by 
a  refolution  of  the  council.  They  form  a  very  material  part 
of  the  income  of  the  Company’s  fervants ;  who,-  however, 
are  bound  to  fell  again  to  the  Company,  what  they  have  gain* 
ed  in  this  way,  of  all  fpices,  coffee,  faltpetre,  japan  copper, 
and  tin  j  the  other  articles  they  are  allowed  to  difpofe  of  a? 
they  pleale.  T* 
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CHAPTER  V. 

Mode  of  living  of  the  Europeans  at  Batavta, — > 
Women . — Their  early  Marriages . — Complexion . — 
Temper. — Manner  of  Life. — Education  of  Chil¬ 
dren. — Bathing. — Excejfive  Jealcufy  of  the  Indian 
Ladies. — Cruelty  to  their  Female  Slaves . — Short 
Widowhoods. — Their  Drefs. — Diverfions. —  Car¬ 
riages. — Norimons. — Carts  drawn  by  Buffaloes. — 
Further  Particulars  of  the  Management  of  the 
Company's  Trade. — Senior  Merchants  of  the  Caftle. 
—  Adminijlrators  or  Warehouf e-keepers.  —  Com- 
miffaries  at  the  Warehoufes. — Exportation  of  Gold 
and  Silver  to  India. 

ErUROPEANS,  whether  Dutch,  or  of 
any  other  nation,  and  in  whatever  ftation 
they  are,  live  at  Batavia ,  nearly  in  the  fame 
manner.  In  the  morning,  at  five  o’clock, 
or  earlier,  when  the  day  breaks,  they  get  up. 
Many  of  them,  then  go  and  fit  at  their  doors ; 
but  others  ftay  in  the  houfe,  with  nothing 
but  a  light  gown,  in  which  they  fleep,  thrown 
over  their  naked  limbs ;  they  then  breakfafi: 
upon  coffee  or  tea  ;  afterwards  they  drefs. 
and  go  out,  to  attend  to  the  bufinefs  they 

may 
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may  have.  Almoft  all,  who  have  any  place 
or  employment,  muft  be  at  their  proper 
ftation  at,  or  before,  eight  o’clock,  and  they 
remain  at  work  till  eleven,  or  half  pail. 
At  twelve  o’clock  they  dine ;  take  an  after¬ 
noon’s  nap  till  four,  and  attend  to  their  bufi- 
nefs  again  till  fix,  or  take  a  tour  out  of  the 
city  in  a  carriage.  At  fix  o’clock  they 
aflemble  in  companies,  and  play,  or  converfe, 
till  nine,  when  they  return  home  ;  whoever 
choofes  to  ftay  to  fupper  is  welcome  ;  and 
eleven  o’clock  is  the  ufual  hour  of  retiring  to 
reft.  Convivial  gaiety  feems  to  reign 
among  them,  and  yet  it  is  linked  with  a 
kind  of  fufpicious  referve,  which  pervades  all 
ftations,  and  all  companies,  and  is  the  con- 
fequence  of  an  arbitrary  and  jealous  govern¬ 
ment.  The  leaft  word,  that  may  be  wrefted 
to  an  evil  meaning,  may  bring  on  very 
ferious  confequences,  if  it  reach  the  ears  of 
the  perfon  who  is  aggrieved,  either  in  fa£t, 
or  in  imagination.  1  have  heard  many  peo¬ 
ple  afiert,  that  they  would  not  confide  in 
their  own  brothers,  in  this  country. 

No  women  are  prefent  at  thele  affemblies, 
they  have  their  own  feparate  companies. 

Married  men,  neither  give  themfelves 
much 
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ranch  concern  about  their  wives,  nor  fhew 
them  much  regard.  They  leldom  converfe 
with  them,  at  leaft  not  on  ufeful  liibjedts,  or 
fuch  as  concern  fociety.  After  having  been 
married  for  years,  the  ladies  are  often, 
therefore,  as  ignorant  of  the  world  and  of 
manners,  as  upon  their  wedding-day.  It  is 
not  that  they  have  no  capacity  to  learn,  but 
the  men  have  no  inclination  to  teach. 

The  men  generally  go  dreiTed  in  the 
Dutch  fafhion,  and  often  wear  black. 

As  foon  as  you  enter  a  houfe,  where  you 
intend  to  flop  for  an  hour  or  more,  you  are 
defired  by  the  matter,  to  make  yourfelf  com¬ 
fortable,  by  taking  off  fome  of  your  clothes, 
&c.  This  is  done,  by  laying  afide  the  fword, 
pulling  off  the  coat,  and  wig  (for  moft  men 
wear  wigs  here),  and  fubftituting  in  the 
room  of  the  latt,  a  little  white  night-cap, 
which  is  generally  carried  in  the  pocket, 
for  that  purpofe. 

When  they  go  out,  on  foot,  they  are  at¬ 
tended  by  a  flave,  who  carries  a  funfhade 
(called  here  fambreel  or  payang)  over  their 
heads  ;  but  whoever  is  lower  in  rank  than  a 
junior  merchant,  may  not  have  a  flave  behind 
him,  but  mu  ft  carry  a  fin  all  funfhade  himfelf, 
Moft 
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Moft  of  the  white  women,  who  are  feen 
at  Batavia,  are  born  in  the  Indies.  Thofe 
who  come  from  Europe  at  a  marriageable 
age,  are  very  kw  in  number.  I  fhall, 
therefore,  confine  my  cbfervations  to  the 
former. 

Thefe  are  either  the  offspring  of  European 
mothers,  or  of  oriental  female  flaves,  who 
having  firft  been  miftrelfes  to  Europeans, 
have  afterwards  been  married  to  them,  and 
have  been  converted  to  chriffianity,  or  at 
kaft  have  affumed  the  name  of  chriftians. 

The  children  produced  by  thefe  marriages, 
may  be  known,  to  the  third  and  fourth  gene¬ 
ration,  elpecially  by  the  eyes,  which  are  much 
fmaller  than  in  the  unmixed  progeny  of 
Europeans. 

There  are  likewife  children,  who  are  the 
offspring  of  Portuguefe,  but  thefe  never 
become  entirely  white. 

Children  born  in  the  Indies,  are  nick¬ 
named  liplaps  by  the  Europeans,  although 
both  parents  may  have  come  from  Europe. 

Girls  are  commonly  marriageable  at 
twelve  or  thirteen  years  of  age,  and  fome- 
times-  younger.  It  feldom  happens,  if  they 
r  are  but  tolerably  handiome,  have  any  mo¬ 
ney. 
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ney,  or  any  to  expe£t,  or  arc  related  to 
people  in  power,  that  they  are  'unmarried 
after  that  age. 

As  they  marry  while  they  are  yet  children, 
it  may  eafily  be  conceived,  that  they  do  not 
poflefs  thofe  requifites  which  enable  a  woman 
to  manage  a  family  with  propriety.  There 
are  many  of  them,  who  can  neither  read 
nor  write,  nor  poffefs  any  ideas  of  religion, 
of  morality,  or  of  focial  intercourfe. 

Being  married  fo  young,  they  feldom  get 
many  children,  and  are  oid  women  at  thirty 
years  of  age.  Women  of  fifty,  in  Europe, 
look  younger  and  frefher,  than  thofe  of 
thirty  at  Batavia.  They  are,  in  general,  of 
a  very  delicate  make,  and  of  an  extreme 
fair  complexion ;  but  the  tints  of  Vermillion 
•which  embellifh  our  northern  ladies,  are 
wholly  abfent  from  their  cheeks ;  the  fkin  of 
their  face  and  hands,  is  of  the  moft  deadly 
pale  white.  Beauties  muft  not  be  fought 
among!!  them  ;  the  handfomeft  whom  I  faw, 
would  fcarcely  be  thought  middling  pretty, 
in  Europe. 

They  have  very  fupple  joints,  and  can 
turn  their  fingers,  hands,  and  arms,  in 
almoft  every  direction ;  but  this  they  have 
j  in 
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in  common  with  the  women  in  the  Weft- 
Indies,  and  in  other  tropical  climates. 

They  are  commonly  of  a  liftlefs  and  lazy 
temper ;  bot  this  ought  chiefly  to  be  afcribed 
to  their  education,  and  the  number  of  (lave's 
of  both  fexes,  that  they  always  have  to  wait 
upon  them. 

They  rife  about  half  paft  feven,  or  eight 
o’clock,  in  the  morning.  They  fpend  the 
forenoon  in  playing  and  toying  with  their 
female  flaves,  whom  they  are  never  without, 
and  in  laughing  and  talking  with  them, 
while  a  few  moments  afterwards,  they  will 
have  the  poor  creatures  whipped  unmerci¬ 
fully,  for  the  mereft  trifle.  They  loll,  in  a 
loofe  and  airy  drefs,  upon  a  fofa,  or  fit  upon 
a  low  ftool,  or  upon  the  ground,  with  their 
legs  croffed  under  them.  In  the  mean  time, 
they  do  not  omit  the  chewing  of  pinang,  or 
betel,  with  which  cuftom  all  the  Indian 
women  are  infatuated ;  they  likewife  maf- 
ticate  the  Java  tobacco ;  this  makes  their 
fpittle  of  a  crimfon  colour,  and  when  they 
have  done  it  long,  they  get  a  black  border 
along  their  lips,  their  teeth  become  black, 
and  their  mouths  are  very  difagreeable, 
though  it  is  pretended  that  this  ufe  purifies 

the 
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the  mouth,  and  preferves  from  the  tooth¬ 
ache. 

As  the  Indian  women  are  really  not  de¬ 
ficient  in  powers  of  underftanding,  they 
would  become  very  ufeful  members  of  fo- 
ciety,  endearing  wives,  and  good  mothers, 
if  they  were  but  kept  from  familiarity  with 
the  Haves  in  their  infancy,  and  educated  un¬ 
der  the  immediate  eye  of  their  parents,  who 
Ihould  be  affiduous  to  inculcate,  in  their  ten¬ 
der  minds,  the  principles  of  true  morality, 
and  polifhed  manners.  But,  alas  3  the  pa¬ 
rents  are  far  from  taking  fuch  a  burthenfome 
talk  upon  themfelves.  As  foon  as  the  child 
is  born,  they  abandon  it  to  the  care  of  a 
female  Have,  who  generally  fuckles  it,  and 
by  whom  it  is  reared,  till  it  attains  the  age  of 
nine  or  ten  years.  Thefe  nurfes  are  often 
but  one  remove  above  a  brute,  in  point  of 
intelled ;  and  the  little  innocents  imbibe, 
with  their  milk,  all  the  prejudices  and  fuper- 
fUtious  notions,  which  dilgrace  the  minds 
of  their  attendants,,  and  which  are  never 
eradicated  during  the  remainder  of  their 
lives,  but  feem  to  ftamp  them,  rather  with 
the  chara&er  of  the  progeny  of  defpicable 
Haves,  than  of  a  civilized  race  ofbeings. 

They 
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They  are  remarkably  fond  of  bathing 
and  ablutions,  and  they  make  ufe  of  a 
large  tub,  for  this  purpofe,  which  holds 
three  hogfheads  of  water,  and  in  which 
they  immerge  their  w'hole  body,  at  lead: 
twice  a  week.  Some  of  them  do  this,  in 
the  morning,  in  one  of  the  running  ftreams 
out  of  the  city. 

In  common  with  mod:  of  the  women  in 
India,  they  cheridi  a  mod:  exceffive  jealouly 
of  their  hufoands,  and  or  their  lemale  Haves. 
If  they  dilcover  the  fmalleft  familiarity 
between  them,  they  fet  no  bounds  to  their 
third:  of  revenge  againft  thefe  poor  bondf- 
women,  who,  in  mod:  cal'es,  have  not  dared 
to  redd:  the  will  of  their  mailers,  for  fear  of 
ill  treatment. 

They  torture  them  in  various  ways ;  they 
have  them  whipped  with  rods,  and  beat  with 
rattans,  till  they  fink  down  before  them, 
nearly  exhaufted  :  among  other  methods  of 
tormenting  them,  they  make  the  poor  girls 
fit  before  them  in  fuch  'a  pofture,  that  they 
can  pinch  them  with  their  toes,  in  a  certain 
fenfible  part,  which  is  the  peculiar  objedt  of 
their  vengeance,  with  fuch  cruel  ingenuity, 
that  they  faint  away,  by  the  excefs  of  pain. 

1  fhall 
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I  ITiall  refrain  from  the  recital  of  in- 
fiances,  which  I  have  heard,  of  the  inoft 
refined  cruelty  pradifed  upon  thefe  wretched 
vidims  of  jealoufy,  by  Indian  women,  and 
which  have  been  related  to  me  by  witnefTes 
worthy  of  belief ;  they  are  too  repugnant  to 
every  feeling  of  humanity,  and  furpafs  the 
ufual  bounds  of  credibility. 

Having  thus  fatiated  their  anger  upon 
their  Haves,  their  next  objed  is  to  take  equal 
revenge  upon  their  hulbands,  which  they  do 
in  a  manner  lefs  cruel,  and  more  pleafant  to 
themfelves. 

The  warmth  of  the  climate,  which  in¬ 
fluences  ftrongly  upon  their  conftitutions, 
together  with  the  diffolute  lives  of  the  men 
before  marriage,  are  the  caufes  of  much 
wantonnefs  and  diffipation  among  the  wo¬ 
men. 

Marriages  are  always  rpade  at  Batavia , 
on  Sundays,  yet  the  bride  never  appears 
abroad  before  the  following  Wednefday 
evening,  when  fhe  attends  divine  fervice ; 
to  be  fooner  feen  in  public,  would  be  a  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  rules  of  decorum. 

As  foon  as  a  woman  becomes  a  widow,- 
and  the  body  of  her  hufband  is  interred, 
which 
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which  is  generally  clone  the  day  after  his 
deceafe,  if  Ihe  be  but  rich,  {he  has  imme¬ 
diately  a  number  of  iuitors.  A  certain  lady, 
who  loft  her  hulband  while  I  was  at  Ba¬ 
tavia,  had,  in  the  fourth  week  of  her  widow¬ 
hood,  a  fourth  lover,  and  at  the  end  of  three 
months,  Ihe  married  again,  and  would  have 
done  it  foon'er,  if  the  laws  had  allowed 
of  it. 

Their  drefs  is  very  light  and  airy ;  they 
have  a  piece  of  cotton  cloth  wrapped  round 
the  body,  and  faftened  under  the  arms,  next 
to  the  {kin  ;  over  it  they  wear  a  fluff,  a 
jacket,  and  a  chintz  petticoat ;  which  is  all 
covered  by  a  long  gown  or  kabay ,  as  it  is 
called,  which  hangs  loofe  ;  the  fleeves  come 
down  to  the  wrifts,  where  they  are  faftened 
dole, with  fix  or  feven  little  gold,  or  diamond 
buttons.  When  they  go  out  in  ftate,  or  to  a 
company  where  they  exped  the  pretence  of 
a  lady  of  a  counfellor  of  India,  they  put 
on  a  very  fine  muflin  kabay ,  which  is  made 
like  the  other,  but  hangs  down  to  the  feet, 
while  the  firft  only  reaches  to  the  knees. 
When  they  invite  each  other,  it  is  always 
with  the  condition  of  coming  with  the  long, 
vr  the  Ihort  kabay.  They  all  go  with  their 

vol.  i.  y  heads 
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heads  uncovered  ;  the  hair,  which  is  per- 
fe&ly  black,  is  worn  in  a  wreath,  fattened 
with  gold  and  diamond  hairpins,  which 
they  call  a  conde  *  :  in  the  front,  and  on  the 
Tides  of  the  head,  it  is  ttroked  fmooth,  and 
rendered  fhining,  by  being  anointed  with 
cocoanut-oil.  They  are  particularly  fet  up¬ 
on  this  head-drefs,  and  the  girl  who  can 
drefs  their  hair  the  moll  to  their  liking,  is 
their  chief  favourite  among  their  flaves. 
On  Sundays  they  fometimes  drefs  in  the 
European  ffcyle,  with  Hays  and  other  fafh ion- 
able  incumbrances,  which  however  they  do 
not  like  at  all,  being  accuftomed  to  a  drefs 
fo  much  loofer,  and  more  pleafant,  in  this 
torrid  clime. 

When  a  lady  goes  out,  the  has  ulually 
four,  or  more,  female  flaves  attending  her, 
one  of  whom  bears  her  betel-box.  They 
are  fumptuoufly  adorned  with  gold  and  fil- 

*  The  Englifh  travellers  who  have  vifited  Batavia,  have  all 
admired  the  tafte  of  this  head-drefs,  which  they  have  thought 
inexpreffibly  elegant.  When  the  ladies  pay  their  evening- 
vifits  to  each  other,  the  wreath  of  hair  is  furrounded  by  a 
chaplet  of  flowers,  in  which  the  grateful  fragrance  of  the 
nyilanthes  fambac ,  or  Arabian  jeflamine,  unites  with  the  nip- 
deft  fweetnefs  of  the  pohantbes  tubero/a ,  and  is  beautifully  in¬ 
termixed  with  the  golden  ftars  of  the  mimufvps  elengi,  T.  V 
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vef,  and  this  oftentatious  luxury,  the  Indian 
ladies  carry  to  a  Very  great  excefs  ** 

They  feldom  mix  in  company  with  the 
men,  except  at  marriageTeafts. 

The  title  of  my  lady  is  given  exclufively  to 
the  wives  of  counfellors  of  India. 

The  ladies  are  very  fond  of  riding  through 
the  ftreets  of  the  town,  in  their  carriages,  in 
the  evening.  Formerly,  when  Batavia  was 
in  a  more  flourilhing  condition,  they  were 
accompanied  by  muficians  :  but  this  is  little 
cuftomary  at  prefent,  no  more  than  rowing 
through  the  canals  that  interfecl  the  town, 
in  little  pleafure-boats  ;  and  the  going  upon 
thefe  parties,  which  were  equally  enlivened 
by  mufic,  was  called  orangbayen . 

When  I  came  to  Batavia ,  there  was  a 
theatre  there  ;  but  it  was  given  up  before 
my  departure. 

The  coaches  ufed  at  Batavia ,  are  fmall 
and  light.  No  one  is  reftrained  from  keep¬ 
ing  a  carriage,  but  all  are  limited  with  re- 
Ipedfc  to  its  decoration  and  painting.  Thele 
are  fcrupuloufly  regulated,  according  to  the 

l  *  See  the  note  in  the  foregoing  chapter,  relative  to  the 
fumptu’ary  regulations  introduced  at  Batavia ,  of  which  this 
/  ftems  to  be  a  notorious  infraction.  T. 
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refpe&ive  ranks.  Glafs  windows  to  coaches, 
are  alone  allowed  to  the  members  of  the 
government,  who  have  alfo  the  privilege  of 
painting  or  gilding  their  carriages  agreeable 
their  own  tafte. 

It  is  ordained,  that  a  {lave  {hall  run  before 
every  wheel-carriage,  with  a  {tick  in  his 
hand,  in  order  to  give  notice  of  its  nearnefs, 
and  prevent  all  accidents ;  for  the  ftreets  not 
being  paved,  the  approach  of  the  carriage 
cannot  be  otherwife  eafily  perceived. 

A  yearly  tax  is  paid  to  the  Company  for 
keeping  a  carriage ;  but  moft  people  hire 
one,  at  the  rate  of  fixty  rixdollars  a  month, 
of  the  licenfed  ftablekeepers,  by  whom  the 
duty  is  paid  Counfeliors  of  India,  and  a 
few  others,  of  the  Company’s  upper  fervants, 
are  exempted  from  it. 

Sedan-chairs  are  not  in  ufe  here.  The 
ladies,  however,  fometimes  employ  a  con¬ 
veyance,  that  is  fomewhat  like  them,  and 
is  called  a  norimon.  This  is  a  kind  of  box, 
narrower  at  the  top  than  the  bottom,  and 

*  The  annual  tax  paid  by  the  ftablekeepers,  is  80  rix¬ 
dollars,  if  living  within,  and  50,  ff  without,  the  city.  On  a  ( 
former  occafion,  the  different  rates  of  the  duty  on  carriages, 
paid  by  different  perfons,  have  been  noticed.  T.  ' 
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carried  by  a  thick  bamboo  pole,  fattened 
over  the  top.  They  lit  in  it,  with  their  legs 
eroded  under  them,  and  have  then  juft 
room  enough  to  fit  upright,  without  being 
feen. 

The  carts,  drawn  by  buffaloe$,which  ferve 
to  convey  goods  inland,  are  of  a  very  fim- 
ple,  and  no  lefs  clumfy,  conftruftion.  A 
long  pole,  which  ferves  for  a  beam,  goes 
through  an  axletree,  which  turns  two 
wheels,  or  rather  round  blocks  like  quoits, 
which  are  lawn  out  of  the  trunk  of  a  thick 
tree,  being  about  four  feet  in  diameter,  and 
having  a  round  hole  in  the  center,  through 
which  the  end  of  the  axletree  is  inferted. 
At  the  farther  end  of  the  beam,  there  is 
a  crofs  piece  of  wood,  of  four  or  five  feet 
in  length,  with  four  ftout  pegs,  which  is  laid 
upon  the  Ihoulders  of  two  buffaloes,  in  the 
manner  of  a  yoke,  fo  that  their  necks  fit 
between  the  pegs,  and  this  ferves  both  to 
bear  the  weight  of  the  cart,  and  to  drag  it 
along.  The  carts  themfelves  are  fmall,  and 
cannot  carry  a  great  weight ;  they  have  a 
covering  made  of  leaves,  to  prelerve  the  load 
from  the  rain. 

y  3 
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The  trade  of  the  Company,  as  we  have 
before  faid,.  is  managed  by  the  director 
general.  The  burthenfome  duty  of  his  of¬ 
fice,  is  greatly  alleviated  by  two  afliftants, 
who  are  fenior  merchants  of  the  caftle. 
Their  bufinefs  confifts  chiefly,  in  fuperin- 
tending  the  houfing  in  the  Company’s 
warehoufes  of  all  goods  which  are  brought 
to  Batavia  by  their  fhips,  and  the  delivery  of 
them  again  ;  all  returns  on  this  fcore,  are 
firfl:  made  to  them.  The  fenior  of  them 
has  the  fuperintendence  over  all  the  goods 
that  arrive,  and  the  other,  over  thofe  that 
are  diipatched.  Deliveries  are  made  on 
warrants  figned  by  one  of  them.  All  pa¬ 
pers,  relative  to  trade,  which  are  received 
from  the  out-fa&ories,  are  examined  by 
them,  and  they  report  their  contents  to 
the  director.  They  are  both  likewife  ad- 
mimftrators  of  the  great  treafury,  but  de¬ 
rive  little  emolument  from  it.  Their  office 
is  one  of  the  moft  troublefome  of  any  in  the 
Company’s  civil  fervice  at  Batavia ,  and  is 
not  equally  lucrative  in  companion  with 
others,  to  which  lefs  labour  is  attached, 
and  whence  much  greater  profits  accrue 

yet 
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yet  it  is  an  office  of  much  confideration,  as  it 
give§  the  precedency  before  all  other  lenior 
merchants. 

All  merchandize  is  houfed  in  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  repofitories,  which  are  fituated  partly 
in  the  city  of  Batavia,  and  partly  on  the 
ifland  of  Qnrufi ,  under  the  direction  of  admi- 
niftrators,  or  warehoufe-keepers,  who  mull 
render  account  of  the  fame. 

This  branch  of  bufinefs  is  divided  into 
feveral  departments,  each  of  which  has  two 
adminiftrators,two  commiflaries,  and  a  book¬ 
keeper.  Some  of  thefe  adminiftratorihips 
are  very  lucrative  employments,  elpecially 
that  of  the  ifland  Onruji ,  on  account  of  the 
large  quantities  of  goods,  which  are  laid 
up  there.  A  certain  per  centage  is  allowed 
to  all  the  adminiftrators,  upon  the  whole 
of  the  goods  which  they  deliver,  for  wafte, 
lofs  in  weight,  and  damage,  whjn  the  de¬ 
livery  is  effe£ted  within  a  twelvemonth  af¬ 
ter  the  receipt  ;  but  when  the  goods  have 
lain  more  than  a  year  in  the  warehoufes, 
he  allowance  is  greater. 

The  occupation  of  the  commiflaries  at 
the  warehoufes,  is  to  take  care  that  the 
Company  fuffer  no  prejudice  at  the  receipt 
y  4  or 
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or  delivery  of  goods.  They  are  obliged  to 
be  prefent  at  the  weighing  of  every  thing, 
and  to  be  attentive  to  the  accuracy  of  the 
weight  ;  an  oath  of  fidelity  in  the  difcharge 
of  their  duty,  is  adminiftered  to  them,  an¬ 
nually,  by  the  council  of  juflice. 

The  quantity  of  goods  fent  from  Europe  to 
India,  is  inconfiderable,  in  comparifon  with 
thofe  which  are  conveyed  from  one  part  of 
the  Indies  to  another,  or  to  Europe.  The 
chief  article  of  exportation  to  India,  is  gold 
and  filver,  both  bullion,  and  coined  *. 

*  The  annual  exportation  of  the  precious  metals  to  India, 
by  the  D.  h  Eaft-I;  dia  Company,  has  been  calculated  at 
J* 6,000,000,  or  nearly  550,000/.  T. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

A  Jhort  Account  of  the  Out-faftories. — Amboyna. 
_ Banda. —  Ternate.  — Macasser.  —  Ti¬ 
mor. — Benjermassing. —  Malacca. —  Tice 
Nertheafi  Coaft  of  Java.— Coaft  of  Coroman¬ 
del  - C  EYLON . - B  F,  NG  A  L . - Su  RAT . - COdft 

of  Malabar. — Weft  Coaft  of  Sumatra.— 
Bantam.  —  Palembang.  —  Cheribon. — 
Trade  to  Japan . — T o  China . — Abandonment  of 
Jeveral  Factories,  and  Trading-place .. — Decay  of  • 
the  Company's  Trade  in  the  JVeJl  of  India,  chiefty 
owing  to  the  Preponderance  of  the  Englijh. — Pre¬ 
miums  to  the  Ship's  Crews  that  return  from  In¬ 
dia _ Decay  of  Batavia,  by  the  Decreafe  of  pri¬ 

vate  Trade. — Unhealthinejs  of  the  Place. — Ad- 
miniftration  of  the  Province  of  Jaccatra. — Im¬ 
ports  at  Batavia. — The  IJland  Onrust.-^De 
KuiPER. - PURMEREND. - EdaM. 

T HE  Company’s  poffefficns  in  India,  are 
diftinguilhed  into  thole  lituated  to  the  eaft- 
ward,  and  thole  to  the  weftward  of  Ba¬ 
tavia.  To  the  eaftward,  the  government, 
t  or  province  of  Amboyna ,  bolds  the  fir  ft  rank ; 

/  to  it  belong  the  neighbouring  illands,  and 
. '  part  of  the  illand  of  Ceram.  The  Com¬ 
pany’s 
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pany’s  fervants  appertaining  to  Amboyna , 
are  in  number  about  eight  or  nine  hun¬ 
dred. 

The  only  article  of  trade  produced  here, 
is  cloves  ;  thefe  are  grown  in  fuch  quati- % 
tities,  that  the  government  at  Batavia ,  fome- 
times  order  a  large  number  of  clove-trees 
to  be  extirpated,  and  that  no  more  than  a 
certain  fixed  number  fhall  be  planted. 

Thus,  by  a  refolution  of  the  year  1768, 
they  ordered  that  the  propagation  of  the 
clove-trees  (hould  ceafe,  till  their  number 
was  reduced  to  550,000  ;  the  number  of 
trees,  both  young,  and  fruit-bearing,  was 
then  759,040.  In  the  year  1770,  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  fine  crop,  produced  upwards  of 
2,200,000 lbs.  of  cloves ;  each  pound  fcarcely 
Hands  the  Company  in  more  than  five 
ftivers  *. 

Banda  is  the  fecond  government  to  the 
eaftward.  It  confifis  of  feveral  fmall 


*  On  Mr.  Stavorinus’s  fecond  voyage  he  vifited  Am¬ 
boyna ,  and  has  there,  in  book  ii.  given  a  very  copious  account 


of  it.  We  refrain,  therefore,  from  making  any  additions,  to  his 
fhort  notice  of  it  in  this  chapter;  and  fhall  only  enlarge  on 
thofe  fettlements,  which  he  dicl not  himfelf  touch  at,  and  of 
which  he  gives  no  further,  or  a  very  flight  account.  T. 

ifiandso 
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iflands  *.  The  number  of  Europeans  in 
garrilon,  or  otherwife  in  the  fervice  of  the 

Com- 

*  The  province  of  Banda  is  about  three  or  four  weeks’ 
fail  from  Batavia ;  it  coniifts  of  fix  fmall  iflatids,  which  lie 
clofe  to  each  other ;  upon  Xtira,  which  is  fituate  in  4®  3c* 
fouth  latitude,  Hands  the  chief  fettlement  of  the  pro¬ 
vince  ;  it  has  a  fpacious  and  commodious  harbour,  but  very 
difficult  to  be  entered  j  (hips  anchor  under  the  cannon  of 
two  forts,  called  Belgica  and  NajJau  •  the  firfi  Hands  upon  an 
eminence,  and  commands  the  whole  extent  of  the  ifland, 
and  of  the  harbour,  as  well  as  fort  Naffau  ;  it  would  how¬ 
ever,  at  leafl  require  a  garrifon  of  400  men  to  be  capable 
of  defence,  and  the  whole  number  of  military  in  all  the 
iilands,  fcarcely  ever  exceeds  300 ;  the  next  ifland  is  that  of 
Lontboir,  or  Banda  proper.  The  refidencies  of  IVayer  and 
Oerten ,  are  on  this  ifland,  and  it  has  a  fort,  and  two  or 
three  redoubts ;  the  third  and  fourth  in  importance,  are  Palo¬ 
way  and  Pulo-run ;  upon  the  firfl  of  which  there  is  a  fmall 
fort,  and  upon  the  other  a  redoubt ;  and  thefe  four  iiUnds, 
are  the  only  places  where  the  cultivation  of  the  nutmeg-tree 
is  allowed  by  the  Company  ;  the  other  two  are,  Rozingin, 
on  which  there  is  a  redoubt,  and  to  this  ifland  the  Company 
often  banilh  their  flate-prifoners ;  and  Gunung  api,  which  has 
a  volcano,  conflantly  emitting  fmoke,  and  often  flames.  To 
this  government  ijkewife  belong  feveral  other  iilands  in  the 
neighbourhood,  known  by  the  appellations  of  the  fouth- 
eaftern,  and  the  fouthweftem  ifles.  Their  inhabitants  are 
in  alliance  with  the  Company,  and  furnilh  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  provifions,  conlifling  of  wild  boars,  Hags,  fea- 
cows,  and'  other  articles  of  food,  which  they  barter  at  Neita 
for  piece-goods,  and  other  neceflaries.  This  trade,  however 
trifling,  is  of  much  benefit  to  the  inhabitants  of  Banda ;  and 

it 


[  33*  ] 

Company  there,  does  not  much  differ  from 
that  at  Amboy ua. 

It  has  little  to  fear  from  enemies,  being, 
as  it  were,  fortified  by  nature,  and  almoft 
every  where  inaccefiible,  on  account  of  its 
fteep  fhores.  The  violent  currents,  and 
narrow  pafifages  like  wife  make  the  naviga¬ 
tion  very  dangerous  *.  The  Company’s 

fhips 

it  is  fuppofed  that  the  province  would  reap  greater  advan¬ 
tages  from  it,  if  the  Company  would  allow  Neira  to  be¬ 
come  a  more  commercial  place  ;  but  the  fufpicious  policy 
of  the  government,  has  always  been  directed  to  prevent 
the  frequency  of  communication  with  the  fpice-iflands,  that 
as  little  opening  might  be  left,  as  pofiible,  for  the  profe- 
cution  of  a  clandeftine  trade,  or  for  the  knowledge  of  the 
fituation,  and  ftate  of  defence  of  thefe  pofl'effions.  T, 

*  The  eftabliftunent  at  the  ifles  of  Banda,  confifted,  in 
1776  and  1777,  of  55  perfons  in  civil  employments,  3  cler¬ 
gymen,  16  furgeons  and  affiftants ;  33  belonging  to  the  ar¬ 
tillery;  82  feamen  and  marines  employed  on  fhore  ;  2S3 
foldiers,  and  40  mechanics:  in  all  514  Europeans,  befides 
ar  of  the  natives  in  the  Company’s  fervice  :  yet  the  orders 
of  the  Company  require  that  the  garrifon  here  fhould  amount 
to  700  men,  Befides  the  ufual  falaries,  the  Company  allow 
their  fervants  at  Banda,  five  per  cent  on  the  fale  of  goods 
imported,  and  feven  per  cent  furplus-weight  on  the  nut¬ 
megs  collected ;  ■§*-  of  which  emoluments  belong  to  the  go¬ 
vernor,  to  the  fecond  in  command,  and  the  reft  is 
diftributed  by  fixed  portions  among  the  other  Company’s, 
fervants ;  fix  per  cent  is  likewife  allowed  on  the  nutmegs, 

and 
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fhips  are  obliged  to  be  warped  in  with  the 
affiftance  of  many  boats.  , 

The  produce  confifts  in  nutmegs  and 
mace ;  the  former,  Hand  the  Company  in 
about  one  and  a  quarter  ftiver  per  pound, 
and  the  latter  in  about  nine  divers  *. 

The 

and  twelve  per  cent  on  the  mace,  flopped  off,  for  Iofs  in 
weight  by  drying,  crumbling,  &c. }  the  profit  accruing  by 
which,  is  divided  equally  between  the  governor,  and  the 
warehoufe- keepers  ;  the  governor  has  likewife  an  allowance 
of  y.240,  or  about  22/.  per  month,  for  table-money.  When 
the  Englifli  Admiral  Rainier,  took  pofl'eflion  of  the  iflands 
©f  Amboyna  and  Banda^  in  February  and  March,  1796,  the 
firft,  and  indeed  the  only  article  of  the  capitulation,  was, 
that  “  the  fenior  and  junior  officers  of  the  civil  eFablifh- 
“  ment,  the  clergy,  the  military,  and  the  marines,  fliould 
“  continue  to  receive  their  ufual  pay.”  NotwithFanding 
the  natural  means  of  defence  of  thefe  iflands,  they  fell  an 
eafy  prey  to  the  Englifh  ;  no  refiftance  was  made,  either 
here,  or  at  Amboyna ,  nor  was  there  a  fhot  fired,  or  a  man 
killed,  on  either  fide.  T. 

*  This  is  nearly  conformable  to  the  prices  Fated  bv  Abb6 
Raynal,  who  fays  that  the  Company  paid  nine  Fivers  per 
pound  for  the  mace,  and  one  and  an  eighth  for  nutmegs ; 
but  the  fadt  is,  that  the  planters  were  formerly  obliged  to  fur- 
nifh  all  their  fpice  to  the  Company,  upon  pain  of  death  for 
felling  to  any  other,  at  14  pennings,  or  ?g  of  a  Fiver,  for  the 
found  nutmegs ;  half  as  much  for  thofe  which  were  worm- 
eaten  ;  8  ftivers  5 \  pennings  for  the  mace ;  and  half  as 
much  fortheduftof  mace;  but  in  the  year  1778  a  violent 
hurricane 
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The  third  government  is  that  of  Ternate, 
to  which  the  ifland  of  Tidore  is  fubordinate. 

The 

hurricane  having  ruined  moil  of  the  plantations,  the  price 
was  advanced  to  3  ‘  (livers  for  the  nutmegs,  and  10  (livers 
for  the  mace ;  the  charges  of  ihipping  both  articles,  are 
about  one  gilder  per  cwt. ;  and  taking  into  calculation,  the 
per  centages  allowed  on  the  weight,  as  before  mentioned,  the 
invoice-value  of  each,  would  be  as  follows : 

1000  lb.  nutmegs,  delivered  by  the  planters. 

70  lb.  for  7  per  cent  allowed  upon  the  collection 

930  lb.  paid  to  the  planters,  at  'ftftft.  per  lb.  f.162.  15 
56  lb.  for  6  per  cent  allowed  upon  the  fhipment. 

874  lb.  neat.  Charges  of  Ihipping,/.  t.  per  cwt.  8.  15 

874  lb.  nutmegs,  therefore,  flood  theCompanyin  f.  1 71 .  10 

or  i<;/.  m.  10 d.  flerling,  being  about  i^d.  per  pound. 

1000  lb.  mace,  paid  tothe  planters,  at  10  ft.  per  lb./. 500.  o 
izo  lb.  for  12  per  cent  allowed  upon  the  lliipment. 

880  lb.  neat.  Charges  of  (hipping,  f.  1  per  cwt.  8.  16 

_  '  •  _ _ 

880  lb.  mace,  therefore,  flood  the  Company  in  /.508.  16 

or  46k  y.  flerling,  being  about  lifted,  per  pound. 

The  real  quantity  of  thefe  precious  fpices,  produced  in  the 
Banda  ifles,  has  never  been  exactly  known.  The  largeft 
quantity  of  nutmegs  fold  by  the  Eift-India  Company  in  Hol¬ 
land,  at  one  time,  w:s  280,964$.  in  the  year  1737;  in 
1756,  was  fold  241,427/A;  and,  in  1778.  264,189/A;  the 
average 
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The  garrifon  is  computed  to  amount,  alto¬ 
gether,  to  feven  hundred  men.  Te mate  is 

not 

\ 

average  has  been  taken  at  250,00c lb.  annually,  fold  m  Europe 
at  feventy-five  ftivers  per  pound,  befides  about  ioo,ooo/3. 
difpofed  of  in  the  Indies,  at  no  lefs  a  rate.  Of  mace,  the 
average  fold  in  Europe  has  been  90,000 lb.  annually,  at  f. 6 
per  pound,  and  10,000 lb-  in  the  Indies.  Againft,  however 
the  amazing  profits  accruing  upon  thefe  articles,  muft  be 
confidered,  the  important  expences  of  the  eftabiifliment  at 
Banda.  Three  large  (hips  are  difpatched  thither,  every  year, 
from  Java ,  with  rice  and  other  neceffaries.  In  the  year 
1779,  the  charges  amounted  to  /.  146, 170,  and  the  revenues 
proceeding  from  the  duties  on  imports,  See.  to./.  9, 3  50,  leav¬ 
ing  a  furplus  in  the  charges  of  /.  136,820,  or  about  12,440/. 
fterling;  although  the  able  and  intelligent  governor  genera! 
Mossel,  in  his  plan  of  reform  of  the  Company’s  affairs  in 
India,  calculates,  that  the  revenues  of  Banda,  could  be  en- 
creafed  to  /1 90, 000,  taking,  at  the  fame  time,  the  charges  of 
the  eftablifhment  at /.  155,000,  by  which  the  ultiqjjjte  expence 
would  be  reduced  by  one  half.  Thefe  iflands,  however,  can 
never  be  expended  to  yield  any  advantage,  befides  that  derived 
from  the  fpice-trade.  Entirely  cut  off  from  all  the  other 
parts  of  India,  and  deprived  of  all  commerce,  fave  the  trifling 
bartering-trade  we  have  noticed  with  the  indigent  natives  of 
the  foutheaftern  and  fouthweftern  iflands,  they  are  even  defti- 
tute  of  the  means  of  fubfiftence  for  their  own  inhabitants, 
and  muft  be  fupplied  with  every  neceliary  from  without. 
Nature,  who  has  Iaviflily  beftowed  upon  them,  articles  of 
luxury  and  fuperfhuty,  has  denied  them  thofe  of  in- 
difpenfable  neceffity.  Banda  is  likewife  accounted  a  moft  un¬ 
healthy  place,  tfpecially  at  the  chief  feulement  of  Neira. 
Some  attribute  this  circumftance  to  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
volcanoi 
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not  a  fubjeft  of  fo  much  folicitude  as  the 
iflands  juft  mentioned,  for  all  the  fpice-trees 
which  it  pciTeffed,  are  extirpated,  and  no 
others  may  be  planted  in  their  ftead 

■  This 

volcano,  in  the  ifland  of  Gunung  Aft,  and  others  to  a  deleterious 
quality  in  the  water. 

When  Admiral  Rainier,  took  pofleflion  of  Banda,  he  found 
in  the  treafury  66,675  rixdollars,  and  in  ft  ore  84.777  ^  nut- 
megs,  and  19,587 lb.  mace.  The  Englifh  Eaii-India  Com¬ 
pany  fold  o,ooc#.  nutmegs,  and  35,000#.  mace,  at  iheir 
laft  fpring-fale,  which  was  the  firft  public  fale  in  England  of 
tliefe  valuable  articles.  T. 

*  The  province  of  T ornate,  includes  the  iflands  of  Ternate , 
Tidore ,  Mofir,  Macbian ,  and  Bacblan  ;  which  are  what  are 
properly  the  Moluccas  ;  they  are  the  original  places  of  growth 
of  the  finer  fnices,  and  larger  nutmegs  are  ftili  found  in  the 
woods  of  Ternate,  than  any  that  are  produced  at  Banda.  On 
the  ifiand  of  Ternate,  in  one  degree  north  latitude,  is  fituate 
Fort  Orange,  which  is  the  refidence  of  the  governor.  The 
Spaniards  had  a  footing  in  the  Moluccas,  as  late  as  the  year 
1663,  at  which  period  they  abandoned  their  eftablifliment  at 
Gammalamma ,  which  was  formerly  the  refidence  of  the  kings 
of  Ternate-,  and  the  Dutch  Eaft-India  Company  proving  the 
ftrongeft  in  their  wars,  in  1680,  with  the  confederated  kings 
of  the  Moluccas,  the  king  of  demote  became  tributary  to  them, 
and  the  kings  of  the  other  iflands  were  fo  far  rendered  de¬ 
pendent  upon  them,  that,  in  the  year  1778,  upon  fufpicion 
of  their  having  fet  feme  machinations  on  foot  againft  the  Com¬ 
pany,  the  two  powerful  kings  of  Tidore  and  Bacblan,  were  de- 
poftd,  and  fent  in  exile  to  Batavia,  and  their  thrones  given  to 
other  princes,  upon  condition  of  their  becoming  the  vaffals  of 
the  Company.  Some  places,  fituated  in  the  eaftern  part  of 
5  the 
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This  province  cods  more  to  the  Com¬ 
pany,  than  any  profits  that  accrue  from 


the  ifland  Celebes,  belong  likewlfe  to  this  government ;  the 
chief  of  them  are  Gorontalo  and  Manado ;  and  the  objcft  of 
the  Company  in  fettling  there,  is  principally  to  furnifh  pro- 
vifions  for  Tern  ate,  that  part  of  Celebes  being  very  fruitful  lit 
rice,  and  other  neceflaries.  They  alfo  yield  a  confiderable 
quantity  cf  gold,  about  24,000  taels,  of  a  dollar  and  a  half  in 
weight,  yearly,  amounting,  at  5/.  per  tael,  to  120,000/.  and 
efculent  birds’  nefis,  which  are  efteemed  a  great  delicacy  by 
the  orientals,  and  efpecially  by  the  Chinefe,  in  exchange  for 
which  the  inhabitants  take  opium,  Indoftan  piecegoods, 
chiefly  blue  cloth,  fine  Bengal  coflaes  and  hummums,  toge¬ 
ther  with  fome  cutlery.  Ternate  does  not,  in  general,  require 
any  fupply  of  provifions  from  Java,  as  the  ifles  of  Banda  do. 
Some  have  given  as  a  reafon  for  this  difference,  that,  from 
the  commencement  of  the  dominion  of  the  Dutch  in  the 
Molucca  iflands,  the  lives  of  the  inhabitants  have  been  fpared  > 
whereas  in  Banda,  they  were  allexterminated, underlie  pretence 
that  they  were  a  perfidious  nation,  upon  whole  engagements  no 
dependence  could  be  placed  ;  and  now  tiiat  the  cultivation  of 
the  foil  there  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  a  mixture  of  Euro¬ 
peans  and  Indians,  either  as  proprietors  cr  lefiees  cf  the  fpice- 
phntations,  they  .have  not  been  able  to  attend  to  the  propagation 
of  rice  or  other  articles  of  food.  In  1776 — 1777,  the  efta- 
blifltment  of  Ternate  confifred  of  fifty-nine  perl'ons  in  civil 
employments,  three  in  ecckfiaftical  fituation?,  ten  furgeons 
and  aflifiants,  thirtv-eight  belonging  to  the  artillery,  2i4feamen 
and  marines  employed  on  fnore,  456  foklicrs,  and  fixty-feven 
mechanics,  in  all  847.  In  addition  to  his  falary,  the  governor 
has  a  yearly  allowance  of  f  2,400,  or  about  220/.  fterling,  for 
the  expence  of  entertaining  the  native  princes ;  the  governor 
and  the  fecond  in  command,  have  five  per  cent  divided 
vol.  1.  z  equally 
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it.  It  is,  however,  of  great  importance,  to 
defend  the  fpice-iilands,  to  which,  together 
with  five'or  fix  other  fmall  iflands,  it  ferves 
as  a  key.  Thefe  are  properly  the  Molucca 
iflands. 

A  few  years  ago,  the  Englifh  efta- 
blifhed  themfelves  at  a  fmall  ifland,  not 
far  diftant  from  T ernate ,  which  is  called 
Sullock ,  but  they  abandoned  it  again  in 
1766. 

The  charges  which  the  Company  incur 
at  Termite,  amount  to  about  one  hundred 
and  forty  thoufand  gilders  per  annum,  and 
the  profits  on  the  goods  which  are  confumed 
among  the  natives,  to  fixty  or  feventy  thou- 
fimd  *. 

This 

equally  between  them,  on  the  tale  of  all  goods  imported ;  and 
one  per  cent  is  allowed  on  the  collection  of  gold,  to  be  divid¬ 
ed  between  the  governor  and  the  collector.  T. 

*  The  Company  pay  a  yearly  fum  of  f. 32,250,  or  nearly 
3,000/.  fterling,  to  the  kings  of  the  Moluccas,  in  confideration 
of  which,  they  engage  to  deftroyall  the  fpice-trees,  which  are 
difperfed  through  the  woods  of  their  extenfive  iflands,  and 
detachments  of  Europeans  are  fent  out  from  time  to  time,  to 
fee  that  this  extirpation  be  duly  executed.  The  Company  do 
not  retain  pofieffion  of  the  Moluccas  on  account  of  their  in- 
trinfic  value,  but  for  political  reafons,  in  order  to  keep  other 
nations  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Amkyna  and  Banda,  to  the 
fecurity 
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This  ifland  fufFered  greatly  in  the  month 
of  Au^uft,  1770,  fcy  earthquakes.  More 
than  fixty  violent  (hocks  were  felt  in  the 
fpace  of  four-and-twenty  hours,  and  the 
fortifications  were  much  injured. 

Macajfer  is  the  fourth  government ;  it  is 
fituated  on  the  ifland  of  Celebes ,  part  of 
which  is  under  the  dominion  of  the  Com¬ 
pany,  while  they  are  in  alliance  with  raoft 
of  the  native  fovereigns  of  the  remainder. 
The  eftablifhment  here  is  equal  to  thofe 
of  the  heforementioned  governments.  There 
are  fortrelfes,  which  are  difperfed  over  the 
ifland,  to  keep  the  natives  in  awe  ;  but  the 
chief  power  of  the  Company,  confifts  in  the 
policy  of  fomenting  the  mutual  jealouly  of 

f'ecuritv  of  which  the  pofTeffion  of  Ternate  was  fuppofed  greatly 
to  contribute.  The  expences  of  government  at  the  Moluccas , 
were  calculated  by  the  governor  general  Mossel,  at  f  144,500 
per  annum,  and  the  revenues  at y.90, 000 ;  but,  in  1779,  after 
the  revolution  mentioned  in  a  preceding  note,  the  former 
were  found  to  amount  to  7.229,406,  and  the  latter  to 
/.i  14,997,  leaving  a  deficit  of  f.  114,409,  or  about  10,400/. 
flerling,  which  is  a  large  fum,  when  we  confider  that  the 
mother-country  derives  no  advantage  from  this  fettlement ;  for 
the  profits  on  the  gold  and  birds’  nefts,  heforementioned,  are 
confirmed  in  India,  and  fcarcely  fuffice  to  make  good  the 
charge  of  fending  a  ihip  thither,  as  is  done  every  year  from 
Batavia,  with  ftores  and  neceilaries  for  the  government.  T. 

z  2  the 
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the  Indian  princes,  their  allies,  by  which 
they  are  prevented  from  uniting,  and  are, 
in  confequence,  unable  to  undertake  any 
thing  againft  the  Dutch. 

The  profits  of  the  Company  amounted, 
in  the  year  1755,  to  eighty  thoufand,  and 
their  charges  to  one  hundred  and  fifty-five 
thoufand  gilders. 

Slaves  and  rice,  are  the  chief  objedls  of 
traffic  here ;  but  the  eftablifhment  is  like- 
wife  confidcred  of  great  importance,  for  the 
fecurity  of  the  Moluccas ,  and  the  fpice- 
illands 

Upon  the  ifland  of  Timor,  part  of  which 
•belongs  to  the  Portuguefe,  and  part  to  the 
Dutch,  the  Company  have  a  final]  fettle- 
raent,  the  profits  and  expcnces  of  which  are 
nearly  equal 

At 

*  St.-  tiie  further  ample  account  of  the  fettlement  at  Macaf- 
fer,  I  S  '  e  T. 

f  ’lur. or  is  an  jii.imi  ;vid«  in  die  direction  of  n.e.  between 
8°  40',  and  ;o°  30,  foutli  latitude  ;  the  Dutch  fettlement  is 
at  a  tort  calteu  Ca/patg,  at  cue  s.  w.  pan  01  u,  in  latitude  io°  lol 
fouth,  snd  in  longitude,  according  to  the  Dutch  charts, 
I2i°  51',  eaft,  but  according  to  Captain  Bligh,  in  1240 
4 r,  eaft.  The  chief  of  the  fettlement  has  the  rank  of  mer¬ 
chant,  with  an  additional  falary  of /.2.000,  and  the  eftablifh- 
ment  confifted  in  x  7  76 —  1 777,  of  ten  perfons  in  civil, 

and 
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At  BanjermaJJtng,  fituated  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  the  great  ifland  of  Borneo ,  the 
charges  and  revenues  are  equally  nearly 
upon  a  par.  Its  chief  product  is  pepper  *. 

Malacca 

and  two  in  ecclefiaftical  employments,  two  furgeons,  five 
belonging  to  the  artillery,  eight  marines,  forty  foidiers,  and 
three  mechanics,  in  all,  feventy  Europeans.  The  k .  r; .  and 
fouth  fides  of  the  ifland  belong  to  the  Dutch,  whefe  governor 
has  equally  the  controul  over  the  neighbouring  fmall  iflands of 
Rotii,  Savu,  and  fome  others,  which  are  governed  by  their 
own  native  princes,  but  who  are  dependent  of  the  Company, 
and  pay  yearly,  acknowledgments  of  fmall  value,  confifting 
principally  in  wax,  which  is  the  chief  article  produced  in  their 
domains.  The  Portuguefe  have  a  fmall  factory,  called  Liffau, 
on  the  north  fide  of  Timor.  The  charges  of  the  Dutch  efta- 
blifhment  here,  amounted,  in  1779,  to/.  11,712,  and  the  re¬ 
ceipts  to  /.I3,6i9.  And  upon  the  whole,  they  have  been 
computed  to  be  nearly  upon  a  par.  Timor  furnifhc^a  number 
of  flaves  for  private  ufe,  who  are  of  a  pliant  difpofition  and 
temper,  and  are  much  employed  at  Banda,  in  the  cultivation 
and  preparation  of  nutmegs  and  mace.  The  Company  like- 
wife  receive  from  Timor  a  confiderable  quantity  of  fandal- 
wood  and  beefwax  (though  the  former  article  is  now  fcarce), 
in  exchange  for  piecegoods,  on  the  fale  of  which  five  per  cent 
is  allowed,  in  equal  proportions,  to  the  two  fu  ll  officers ; 
the  profits  on  this  little  trade  are  more  than  adequate,  to  make 
good  the  charges  of  the  {hip,  which  is  annually  difipatched  from 
Batavia,  for  the  purpofes  of  fetching  them,  and  of  carrying  a 
cargo  of  necefiaries  to  the  government.  T. 

*  The  factory  at  BanjermaJJing,  lies  in  30  fouth  latitude. 
There  is  a  fmall  fort,  where  a  junior  merchant,  as  refident, 
with  about  twenty-five  or  thirty  foldiers,  are  ftationed.  The 
z  3  object 

c. 
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Malacca  is  the  fifth  government,  and  a 
place  of  great  importance,  for  it  commands 

the 

objeft  of  this  eftablifhment,  is  chiefly  the  collection,  or  pur- 
chafe,  of  the  pepper  and  rough  diamonds,  produced  in  the 
country.  Five  per  cent  on  the  pepper  collefted,  is  allowed 
to  the  refident.  The  conti aft  entered  into  with  the  king, 
obliges  him  to  deliver  600, coo  pounds,  at  three  ftivers 
per  pound  ;  and  this  is  the  only  article  which  induces  the  Com¬ 
pany  to  retain  this  pofTefliori,  for  the  profits  on  the  rough 
diamonds,  gold,  wax,  canes,  and  fago,  would  not  be  fufficient 
to  make  good  the  charges.  The  refpeftive  qualities  of  thefe 
latter  articles  are  alfo  fo  inferior,  that  the  trade  of  the  Company 
in  rhem,  is  confined  to  a  mere  trifle.  The  circumjacent  In¬ 
dian  nations,  and  the  Chinefe,  carry  on  a  great  trade  with  Bor¬ 
neo  The  Er.giifh  have  fome  eftablifl* meets  on  the  north 
craft  of  Borneo,  but  their  fettlement  at  Batamlangan,  was  de- 
ftroyed,  in  1775,  by  the  Soloos,  and  we  know  nor  whether 
it  has  been  reeftablifhcd.  They  have  endeavoured  to  rear 
the  nutmeg  at  thefe  places.  They  fucceeded  tolerably  in 
the  beginning,  but  either  their  plants  have  degenerated, 
or  they  had  not  originally  the  genuine  kind,  for  the  nut¬ 
megs  they  now  produce  are  much  lefs  in  value,  .than  thofe 
which  are  grown  at  Banda ,  and  are,  in  faft,  what  are  called 
wild  nutmegs,  being  of  an  oblong  fhape,  and  a  lefs  fpicy 
nature  than  the  true  ones.  Banjermaj.  ng  is  of  no  importance 
to  the  Company  as  a  fource  of  revenue,  for  they  do  not  poflefs 
a  foot  of  land,  without  their  fort,  and  are  obliged  to  be  con- 
ftantly  on  their  guard  againft  the  infidious  attacks  of  the  na¬ 
tives;  though,  in  1769,  an  order,  which  was  made  in  1 7 54, 
for  all  captains  of  veii'els  going*  thither,  “  not  to  land  all  the 
“  cafh  they  had  on  board  for  the  faftory,  at  one  time,”  was 
withdrawn  ;  the  fort  being  then  thought  fufliciently  flro'ng  to 
withftand 
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the  paffage  through  the  ftraits  of  that  name 
to  the  eaftern  parts  of  Alia,  as  all  fhips 

withftand  any  aflault  of  the  Indians.  The  charges  of  this 
eftablithment,  were,  in  1779, /in, 091,  about  1,100/.  fter- 
iing,  which,  together  with  thofe  of  conveying  the  pepper 
to  Batavia,  are  fcarceiy  covered  by  the  profits  accruing  on 
this  fcanty  trade. 

Landak  and  Sttccadana,  are  pofieiiions  which  the  Dutch 
Company  have  obtained  in  Borneo,  by  grant  from  the  king  of 
Bantam,  to  whofe  crown  they  were  appendages,  being  pro¬ 
vinces  formerly  conquered  by  the  Bantamefe ;  in  the  year 
1778,  he  ceded  the  entire  property  of  them  to  the  Company, 
who  immediately  fent  a  {hip  from  Batavia ,  with  an  adequate 
force  to  take  poffeffion  of  them,  and  enter  into  a  treaty  with 
the  fultan  of  the  country.  Both  thefe  objects  having  fuc- 
ceeded,  the  Company  fettled  themfelves  in  a  fmall  fort,  called 
Puntiana,  fituajed  on  a  river  of  the  name  of  Lava.  The 
eftablifliment,  as  may  be  conceived,  is  not  large,  it  remaining 
yet  to  be  proved  whether  the  commerce  that  may  be  carried 
pn  here,  will  anfwer  the  exp^nce.  Between  thirty  and  forty 
men,  are  garrifoned  here;  and,  in  1779,  the  charges  amounted 
to 7.9,726,'  about  884/.  and  the  profits,  which  had  then  been 
made  upon  the  fale  of  piecegoods,  and  other  trifles,  were  no 
more  than-/.  1,7 64,  about  160 /.  but  hopes  have  been  enter¬ 
tained  that  thefe  places  will,  in  future,  be  of  great  advantage  to 
the  Company,  grounded  upon  the  various  articles  of  trade, 
which  Borneo  is  known  to  produce,  namely,  rough  diamonds, 
camphor,  benzoin,  canes,  iron,  copper,  bezoar,  fago,  wax,  birds’ 
noils,  gold,  See.  Yet,  taking  into  confideration  the  propenfity 
of  the  Borneans  to  thefe,  and  to  illicit  trade,  as  well  as  that 
feveral  of  the  above  productions  are  not  to  be  met  with,  within 
twenty  days’ journey,  up  the  country,  it  may  well  be  doubted, 
Whether  any  benefit  can  be  fpeedily,  or  ultimately,  derived 
from  thefe  fettlements.  T. 

z  4  going 
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going  to  China ,  Tonquin,  Siam ,  the  Molucca , 
and  Sunda  iilands,  muft  either  pafs  by  here, 
or  elfe  through  the  flraits  of  Sunday  both 
.which  pafiages  can  be  blocked  up,  by  means 
of  the  Company's  polfeffions.  The  whole 
eftablifhment  at  Malacca ,  is  computed  to 
amount  to  five  hundred  men*.  The  reve¬ 
nues  and  charges  of  the  government  are  each 
about  one  hundred  thoufand  gilders  ■+■• 

The 

*  In  i  776 — 1 777,  the  edablilhment  at  Malacca ,  eon  lifted  of 
thirty-nine  perfons  in  civil,  and  three  in  ecclefiaftical  employ¬ 
ments,  feven  furgeons  and  affidants,  fixteen  belonging  to  the 
artillery,  129  feameii  and  marines,  262  foldiers,  and  forty-three 
mechanics,  in  all  499  Europeans.  The  city  is  fituated  in 
30  10',  north  latitude,  and  was  taken  from  the  Portuguefe  by 
the  Dutch,  in  1640,  after  a  mod  obftinate  defence.  It  is  re-? 
prefented  as  a  ftrong  place.  It  was  taken  poffedion  of  by  the 
■Englifh  in  Auguft,  1795. 

4  Governor  Mossei.  dated  the  charges  of  this  fettlement 
in  his  time  at  _/.io2,ooo,  and  the  revenues  aty.89,000  per 
annum  ;  in  1  779,  however,  the  former  amounted  to/.i  1  3,235, 
and  the  latter  to  f  162,520,  leaving  a  balance  in  favour  of  the 
colony  of  /.a .9,285,  cr  about  4,48.0k  dtrling.  This  revenue 
proceeds  friJm  the  duties  laid  on  imports  and  exports,  a  great 
trade  being  ciiried  on  here  by  the  Indians,  and  free  European 
merchants  of  all  nations,  and  from  the  profits  on  the  goods 
vended  by  the  Company.  Of  the  export-duty  of  fix  per  cent 
one  fourth  is  allowed,  as  a  perquifite,  to  the  Company's  fer- 
vants,  of  which,  the  governor  lias  forty  per  cent,  the  fecond 
in  command  fifteen,  and  the  red  is  diftributed,  in  different  pro¬ 
portion?,  to  the  inferior  officer-.  The  governor  has  alfo  an 
5  allowance 
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The  fixth  government  in  order,  is  that 
of  the  Northeaji  Coaji  of  Java  ;  the  head 
of  which  generally  refides  at  Samar  ang. 
The  Company  draw  almoft  all  their  rice 
and  timber  from  this  province.  All  the 
feaports  along  this  coaft,  as  far  as  Cheribon , 
where  chiefs,  or  reiidents,  are  ftationed  by 
the  Company,  belong  to  it.  This  is  faid 

allowance  of  one  gilder,  about  is.  qcl.  per  picol,  on  all  the  tin 
collected.  A  large  quantity  of  this  article,  3  or  400,000/^. 
weight,  is  purchafed  here  every  year,  at  about /I30  per  ioc/i. 
equal  to  about  6s.  fterling  per  trust .  which  is  generahy  dif- 
pofed  of  in  Alia.  In  1778,  however,  ioo,ooott-  was  fold 
in  Holland  at  f. 40  per  \oolb.  This  fettlernent  likewife  yields 
fome  goid,  areca,  brimftone,  and  rolin,  together  with  very 
good  malls,  for  the  fmall  veflels  which  are  built  at  Rcmbar.g , 
and  at  the  ifland  Onrujl.  Upon  all  thefe,  the  profits  ate  not 
inconfiderable,  as  the  whole  of  thefe  articles  are  in  great  requeft 
throughout  the  Indies.  The  commilhoners  for  the  trade  on 
both  fides  of  the  flrait,  have  five  per  cent  on  ail  purchafes  and 
fales,  and  one  per  cent  on  the  gold  they  coileft,  out  of 
which  they  mull  defray  their  own  travelling  expences.  The 
territorial  extent  of  this,  government  is  not  very  great ;  it  is 
confined  to  the  city  of  Malacca,  and  the'.neighbouring  fmall  pro¬ 
vince  of  Pera,  where  the  Company  have  a  fort,  for  protecting 
the  colle&ion  of  the  tin,  which  is  dug  there.  In  1783,  Rio, 
or  Riofw,  fituated  near  Malacca,  which  was  the  refort  of  a  noto¬ 
rious  nell  of  frnugglers,  was  fubdued  by  Commodore  V an 
Bra  am,  and  has  lince  been  added  to  the  jurifdibtion  of 
Malacca.  T. 


to 
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to  be  at  prefent,  the  moft  lucrative  of  all 
the  govermentsin  India  *. 

The  feventh,  is  that  of  the  coal!  of 
Coromandel.  Befides  the  head  fettlement, 
Negapatnam  -f,  all  the  Company’s  other 
factories  along  this  coaft,  belong  to  it. 
Thefe  are  Sadrafpatnam,  Palicol,  Jagernak- 
pouram  and  Bemelipatnam  The  articles 

of 


*  We  ref.r  the  reader  to  the  fecond  voyage  of  Mr.  Sta- 
vorinus,  for  particulars  refpefting  the  Dutch  fettlements 
along  the  northeaft  coaft  of  Java.  T. 

f  Negapatnam  is  a  ftrong  fortrefs,  and  walled  town,  in  the 
kingdom  of  Tanjore ,  and  n°  north  latitude.  It  was  for¬ 
merly  the  chief  fettlement  of  the  Dutch,  on  this  coaft,  and 
coft  them  much  money  in  maintaining  the  garrifon  and  for¬ 
tifications.  In  the  war  of  1780,  it  was,  however,  taken  by 
the  Englifh,  and  ceded  to  them  by  the  treaty  of  peace  in 
1 783.  The  ftatements  adduced  below,  both  of  the  eftablilh- 
ment  on  the  coaft,  and  of  the  revenues  and  expences,  are 
taken  from  dates  preceding  this  event  ;  none  fubfequent  to 
it,  have  beetvattainable;  nor  has  it  been  poflible  to  afcertain 
the  fpecific  proportion  of  Negapatnam ,  in  either :  fo  that 
greater  uncertainty  muft  prevail  on  this  fubject,  than  in  any 
of  our  other  additions.  T. 

I  Our  author  here  omits  the  fettlement  of  Palliacatta , 
where  the  Dutch  eftablifhed  themfelves  as  early  as  1609, 
when  they  built  a  fquare  fort,  called  Geldna ,  and  whither, 
fince  the  lofs  of  Negapatnam,  the  chief  government  of  their 

fet- 
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of  trade  which  it  furnifhes,  are  all  forts  of 
cotton  piece-goods. 

Ceylon 

fettlements  on  the  coaft,  has  been  tranfpofed.  The  fort 
is  in  130  30'  north  latitude,  the  city  which  adjoins  to  it  lies 
in  the  dominions  of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot.  Tne  trait  here, 
and  indeed  all  along  the  Coromandel  coaft,  in  arack,  fugar, 
Japan  copper,  fpices,  and  other  articles  brought  from  B.ta- 
via,  is  very  brilk.  Sadrafpatnam  is  a  town,  equally  in  the 
dominions  of  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  from  whom  the  Company 
have  formed  it ;  they  have  a  fortified  lodge  here,  and  have 
frequented  this  place,  fince  1647:  it  lies  in  iz°  4#'  north. 
Pahcol  is  a  village  belonging  to  the  Company,  in  160  40' 
north,  and  ip  the  country  of  Nurfepore  ;  together  with  the 
two  following  places,  it  is  lituated  in  the  kingdom  of  Gtl- 
conda.  Jogerna (pour am,  lies  in  17°  20' north  ;  the  territory 
upon  which  it  ftands,  together  with  the’ factory  at  Daatijtromt 
and  two  villages  near  if,  which  are  ufed  for  the  bleaching  of 
callicoes  and  other  piecegoods,  are  the  property  of  the  Com¬ 
pany  ;  the  fodfory  is  defended  by  ramparts  of  earth.  Bemeli- 
pat.am,  the  north  latitude  of  which  is  nearly  1 8°,  is  a  place, 
which  the  Company  hold  in  farm  ;  they  have  a  new  fort 
here,  and  the  road  before  it,  as  well  as  th-it  at  Jagemak- 
pouram,  is  practicable,  from  December  to  September.  The 
Dutch  Company  likewife  carry  on  a  confiderable  trade  at 
Mafulipatnam,  and  they  have  a  refident  at  Porto-novo,  which 
is  under  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  for  the  purchafe  of  cottons,  on 
which  they  pay  an  export-duty  of  one  per  cent.  In  1776 
—1777,  their  eftablifhment  on  the  coaft  of  Coroma  delf 
Confuted  of  1,175  Europeans  ;  namely,  142  in  civii,  and 
nine  in  ecclefiaftical  employments  ;  fourteen  furgeons  and 
afiiftants;  feventy-nine  belonging  to  the  artillerv  t  184  Tea¬ 
men  and  marines,  employed  on  fhore  ;  736  foldieis,  and 
4  eleven 
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Ceylon  is  the  eighth  government,  to  which 
like  wile  belongs  Madura ,  fituate  on  the  op- 
pohte  fhore 

This 


eleven  mechanics,  befides  137  natives.  The  revenues,  and 
the  profits  on  the  merchandize  difpofed  of,  amounted  in 
1 7 /  9>  t°r  all  thefe  fettlements,  Ncgapatnam  included,  to 
/4.27.131,  and  the  charges  to  /.45a,  133.  The  intelligent 
Mussel,  who  was  particularly  acquainted  with  the  local 
circumftances  of  this  coafr,  as  he  was  five  years  governor 
of  the  Company’s  Coromandel  fettlements,  calculated  that  the 
,  former  might  be  made  to  amount  to  /. 320,000,  and  the  lat¬ 
ter  reduced  to  /.26a, 000.  One  or  two  fhips  are  annually 

difpatchtd  direct  to  Europe,  with  piscegocds,  and  caliatour- 
wood,  the  reft  go  fit  ft  to  Pat  avia.  The  value  of  the  niece- 
goods,  fob1  in  1778,  in  Holland,  was  /X 000,000,  --.bout 
1 8 t,8  1 S/.  fteriing  ;  and  of  caliatuur-wood  ioo,ooolb.  were 
fell  at /I20  per  100  la.  It  is  computed  that  twenty-five 
per  cent  is  gained  on  both  articles.  The  whole  of  the 
Dutch  fettlements  on  this  coaft  are  now  in  poflefljon  of 
the  Engiifh.  T. 

*  Qyl.n  lies  between  6°  and  <)\°  north.  The  ftruggles 
between  the  Dutch  and  Portuguefe,  for  this  ifland,  lafted  from 
1638  to  1633,  in  which  laftyear  the  latter  we;e entirely  driven 
from  it,  by  the  lofs  of  Colombo.  This  place,  which  is  well 
fortified,  is  the  chief  fettlement,  and  the  refidence  of  the  gover¬ 
nor;  it  is  fituated  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  ifland,  and  at  the 
broadeft  part  of  it.  Candy,  the  metropolis  of  the  ifland,  and 
the  feat  of  the  emperor,  lies  about  fixteen  Dutch  miles,  inland, 
from  Colombo-,  it  was  taken  in  1764,  by  the  Dutch,  but  re- 
ftored  to  the  emperor  by  the  fubfequent  peace.  The  diftrift 
o'  C»\mh  extends  about  twenty  leagues  in  length,  and  eight 
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This  extenfive  iflani  may  be  laid  to  be  en¬ 
tirely  under  the  dominion  of  the  Company 

hnce 

in  breadth;  it  abounds  in  cinnamon-groves  and  rice-fields, 
black  cattle  and  poultry,  and  is  very  populous.  There  is  a 
feminarium  at  Colombo ,  for  the  propagation  of  the  chriftian  re¬ 
ligion  ;  and  it  is  computed,  that  there  are  300,000  native 
chriftians  in  Ceylon.  The  road  of  Colombo  is  unfafe,  and  only 
practicable  for  a  few  months  in  the  year.  Five  leagues  north 
of  Colombo  is  Negombo,  a  fortrefs  of  Iefs  confideration,  but  the 
cinnamon  produced  in  its  diftrifl  is  the  bell  of  the  ifland  ;  it 
likewife  yields  a  large  quantity  of  coir  for  cordage.  Jaffna- 
patnam  is  a  place  of  confequence,  flrongly  fortified,  lying  oppo- 
fite  to,  and  not  far  from,  the  continent  of  Indoftan  ;  it  is  the 
capital  of  what  was  formerly  a  kingdom,  nearly  fixty  leagues 
in  circumference:  elephants  form  the  only  obiedl  of  trade  of 
this  country  for  the  Company;  this,  however,  yields,  in  gene¬ 
ral,  a  profit  of /.jojOCO,  about  4.5  30/.  fterling,  yearly.  A 
confiderable  number  of  thefe  animals  are  delivered  annually 
to  the  Company,  by  the  native  princes  in  this  difitrift,  who 
are,  on  that  confideration,  left  in  polTeificn  01  the  fovereignty 
over  the  country,  and  the  inhabitants,  $r:nco;:omals  is  on  the 
oppofite  fide  of  the  ifland,  thirty-five  leagues  from  Jaffa  apac- 
nam.  Fort  Oojlenburg,  which  frauds  upon  a  ciiif,  projf  iting 
about  1500  paces  into  the  fea,  was  built  by  the  Pemigcife, 
with  the  materials  of  a  famous  pagoda  which  flood  there,  and 
was  deftroyed  by  them  ;  the  Dutch  pofleifed  themtclves  of  it 
in  1639,  and,  notwithstanding  it?  learning  natural  ftrengtli,  it 
lias  not  proved  fufficient  to  refill  the  attack  of  an  European 
'enemy,  having  been  taken  twice  in  tire  prefent  century  ;  its 
harbour  is  celebrated  as  one  of  the  mo'ft  commodious  and  ex¬ 
tend  ve  in  the  world,  and  it  is  peculiarly  favourably  fituated  for 
keeping  up  a  correfpondence  with  the  king  of  C.anJy,  and,  of 
courfe,  for  engroffing  the  trade  of  the  cinnamon  grown  in  his 
viominioiis. 
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fince  the  treaty  of  peace,  concluded,  in  i  j66, 
with  the  emperor  of  Candy ;  for  they  now 
poflels,  in  fovereignty,  all  the  feacoafts  and 
harbours  round  the  ifland :  nothing  but  the 
interior  parts  has  been  left  to  the  emperor, 
and  he  is  wholly  inclofed  in  them,  without 
any  accefs  to  the  fea,  except  by  paffing  over 
the  territory  of  the  Company.  This  is,  in 
fadt,  the  chief,  if  not  the  foie,  advantage 
derived  from  that  expenfive  war,  which,  it 
has  been  computed,  coft  the  Company  more 
than  eight  millions  of  gilders  *.  The  Dutch 

dominions.  About  eighteen  leagues  farther  is  Batticaha , 
which  is  a  fort  of  but  little  ftrength,  but  on  actount  of  the 
fertility  of  its  diftrift  in  all  kinds  of  proviGons,  of  fome  im¬ 
portance  to  the  Company.  Panto  Gallo  is  a  fecure  harbour, 
at  the  fouthern  extremity  of  the  ifland,  in  the  fertile  province 
of  Mature ,  where  fome  coffee  and  pepper  are  produced ;  in 
this  harbour,  all  the  fhips  for  Holland  are  loaden  in  November 
and  in  February,  with  the  various  products  of  Ceylon ,  and 
tliofe  taken  in  trade  at  Colombo ,  all  which  mull  be  conveyed  to 
Punto  Gallo,  to  be  (hipped  to  Europe  :  belides  thefe,  there  are 
feveral  fmaller  forts,  Caliture ,  Kalpetty,  Putclang,  Cbilau,  and 
Manaar,  which  ferve  chiefly  to  cover  the  mod  open  parts  of 
the  coaft ;  and  the  factories,  on  the  oppofite  (hore  of  India,  ap¬ 
pertain  alfo  to  the  government  of  Ceylon ;  thefe  are,  Tutucorin, 
Kilcart,  Ponntcail,  Cap :  Comorin,  and  Mannapaar ,  where  a 
quantity  of  piecegoods  is  collected,  and  fent  to  Ceylon.  In 
September  and  Oftober,  1795,  Ceylon,  and  its  dependencies, 
were  reduced  by  the  Britilh  forces.  T. 

*  About  717,300/.  fterling.  T. 

embafladors, 
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embafladors,  who  were  fent  to  the  court  of 
Candy ,  were  formerly  obliged  to  conform  to 
the  oriental  ceremony,  of  approaching  the 
throne  upon  their  knees  j  but  it  was  made  a 
condition  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  that  this 
fervile  cuftom  fliould  no  more  take  place, 
and  that  they  fliould  remain  Handing  in  the 
prefence  of  the  king. 

The  chief,  and  almoft  the  only,  produce  of 
this  ifland,  is  cinnamon*.  The  pearl-fifhery 
likewife, 

*  Of  the  various  fpecies  of  the  cinnamon-tree,  and  the 
manner  of  dripping  the  bark,  preparing,  and  (hipping  it  off, 
Dr.  Thun b mg  has  given  an  ample  and  curious  account,  in 
tire  fourth  volume  of  his  Travels.  It  is  grown  chiefly  in  the 
di  drifts  of  Colombo,  Gale  Corle,  Negombo ,  and  in  the  dominions 
of  the  king  of  Candy,  it  ufed  formerly  never  to  be  regularly 
planted,  but  was  always  fought  for  in  the  woods,  by  the  cbou- 
lias,  one  of  the  lowed  caltes  of  the  Cingaiefe,  whofe  peculiar 
occupation  was  the  barking  of  cinnamon  :  it  is,  however,  now 
cultivated  by  the  Dutch  Company,  who  have  laid  out  exten- 
flve  plantations  of  it,  in  the  diitricts  of  Colombo  and  Gale  Corle, 
They  have  proceeded  with  greater  ardour  in  this  plan,  fince 
the  lad  war  with  the  king  of  Candy,  on  account  of  the  great 
decreafe  in  the  quantity  collected  fince,  compared  with  that 
.  ufuatly  procured  before.  Notwithdanding  the  acquifition  of 
a  large  extent  of  territory,  at  the  conclufion  of  peace,  it  has 
been  found  that,  indead  of  Soooor  10,000  bales  of  cinnamon, 
of  88  lb.  each,  which  was  the  quantity  ufually  drawn  from 
Ceylon-  before  that  war,  only  6000  or  7000  bales  have  been 
furniflied.  This  deficiency  has  been  afcribed  to  the  illwill 

of 
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likcwife,  however,  yields  the  Company,  in 
general,  a  benefit  of  one  hundred  thoufand 

of  the  court  of  Candy,  on  account  of  the  humiliation  to  which 
it  was  reduced  by  that  war;  and  although  the  king  is  bound, 
by  the  conditions  of  peace,  to  deliver  all  the  cinnamon  pro¬ 
duced  in  bis  country  to  the  Company,  for  five  pagodas  (an 
Indian  gold  coin  of  ninety  Ibi vers,  or  about  Sr.  2 d.  fterling) 
per  bale  of  88  lb.  he  either  neglects  to  have  the  cinnamon  duly 
colledted,  or  fends  a  great  part  of  it,  of  an  inferior  quality,  or 
in  an  adulterated,  or  fpoiled  (late.  The  cinnamon  which 
the  Company  colleft,  or  cultivate  themfelves,  is  computed  to 
hand  them  in  nearly  the  fame  rate.  Befides  this  precious 
fpice,  fome  coffee  and  cardemoms  are  the  only  articles  of  the 
produce  of  the  ifland,  which  are  exported  to  Europe  ;  piece- 
goods  from  the  factories  on  the  oppofite  coafl,  pepper  from 
the  coaft  of  Malabar ,  cowries  from  the  Maldives ,  faltpetre 
from  Bengal ,  and  fome  Surat  goods,  help  to  form,  however, 
the  cargoes  of  the  veffeis  which  are  difpatchecf  from  Bunt  a 
Gallo ;  and  in  1778,  the  fates  in  Europe,  of  the  imports  from 
Ceylon,  were  as  follow  : 

600,000 lb.  cinnamon,  at  about 6  (i  ix.  fleriing)  per  lb. 

4,ooo/£.  cardemoms,  at  33  (livers  (3/.) 

5,000 lb.  coffee,  at  10  — 

300,000 lb.  cowries,  at  jS  — 

20,000 lb.  cotton-yarn,  and 

piecegoods  to  the  amount  of  f.  200,000  (about 
1 8, 1  So/.) 

-A  considerable  quantify  of  cinnamon  is  alfo  yearly  fent  to 
Batavia,  for  the  confumption  of  the  eaft.  The  cinnamon 
fpund  at  Ceylon,  in  1795,  was  purehakd  of  the  captors,  by  the 
Englifh  Eaft-India  Company,  for  180,000/.  fleriing.  In  the 
latter  end  of  1797,  the  quantity  of  13,893  bales,  containing 
1,238,968  lb.  of  cinnamon,  was  brought  to  England;  and  the 
Eaft-India  Company  fold  350,000 /£,  at  their  enfuing  fpring- 
fale.  T. 


rixdollars. 
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rixdollars,  annually.  No  pearls  ufed  for¬ 
merly  to  be  fifhed,  but  upon  the  oyfter-beds 
of  T utocorin  ;  but  they  are  now  likewife  got 
from  thofe  on  the  Ceylon  fide,  near  Manaar , 
and  Aripo.  The  filhery,  however,  does  not 
take  place,  for  certain,  every  year ;  for  this 
depends  upon  the  condition  in  which  the  beds 
are  found.  When  the  fifhing-feafon  ap¬ 
proaches,  the  ovfters  are  examined  by  the 
Ceylon  council,  and  if  they  are  found  of  a 
proper  fize,  publication  is  made,  of  the  time 
when  the  pearl-fifhery  is  to  commence,  and 
the  number  of  boats  and  men,  to  be  em¬ 
ployed  in  it,  are  determined  upon :  the  num¬ 
ber  of  divers,  is,  at  prefent,  ufually  fixed  at 
ninety-fix.  A  certain  percentage  is  allowed, 
to  the  governor  of  Ceylon ,  on  what  the 
Company  receive  from  the  farming  of  this 
fifhery  *. 

The 

*  The  advantages  which  accrued  from  this  fource, 
amounted  only  to  one  hundred  thoufand  gilders,  not  rixdol¬ 
lars,  annually  ;  but  the  Company  have  been  deprived  of  them 
entirely,  fince  the  year  1771;  at  that  period,  the  nabob  of  the 
Carnatic,  attacked  and  took  podetlion  of  h'arrua ,  near  Tutu- 
cerin,  vvhofe  prince  was  in  alliance  with  the  Dutch  ;  the  nabob 
immediately  laid  claim  to  the  pearbfifliery,  and  the  Company 
thought  fit  to  give  up  the  point,  and  have  abandoned  it  ever 
'fince.  The  famous  Van  Imhof,  in  his  pofthumous  elabo- 
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The  trade  of  the  Company  in  Bengal ,  is 
intrufted  to  a  director,  as  they  poflefs  only  a 
very  fmall  territory  there,  by  pereniffion  of 


rate  memorial  refpediing  the  {late  of  India,  eonfiders  Mnrrua ,  as 
..an  important  barrier  or  frontier-place  of  Ceylon.  Many  precious 
Hones  are  found  in  Ceylon,  the  principal  of  which  are,  rubies, 
fapphires,  topazes,  and  garnets  ;  different  kinds  of  chryftals, 
and  quartz,  are  fold  there  under  the  pompous  denominations 
of  diamonds,  amethyfts,  &c.  Dr.  Thunbekg  has  given  a 
curious  lift  of  all  the  kinds  which  he  met  with  at  Ceylon.  The 
digging  of  them  is  farmed  out  by  the  government ;  and  though 
trifling, .  is  one  of  the  objects  of  revenue  of  the  ifland. 
Thefe  amounted,  in  1779,  altogether,  to /.61 1,704,  while  the 
charges  of  the  whole  eftablifhment  were /.1,243,03s,  which 
makes  the  expcnce  of  the  Company  in  maintaining  Ceylon, 
ultimately  amountto/631,334,  or  57,394/.  flerling,  but  this  is 
eafilv  borne  by  the  immenfe  profits  attached  to  the  exclufive 
cinnamon-trade,  and  the  other  articles  brought  from  this 
ifland,  as  before  noticed.  In  1755,  however,  when  Mossei 
drew  up  his  flatements,  Ceylon  appeared  in  a  very  different 
light;  he  made  the  revenues  and  profits  amount  to /.  1,168,000, 
and  the  charges  only  to / 902,500,  by  which  it  appears,  that 
the  ifland  was  then  fully  able  to  maintain  irfelf.  Yet  there  are 
many  c.aul'es  which  may  be  fuppofed  to  contribute  to  this  dif¬ 
ference  :  the  failure  of  the  revenue  from  the  pearl-fifhery ;  the 
augmentation  of  the  territory  of  the  Company  by  the  peace  of 
:;66,  and  confequent  increafe  of  their  military  force,  &c. 
In  1776— 1777,  the  eftablifhment  at  Ceylon,  ronfifted  of,  416 
permits  in  civil,  and  33  in  ecclefiafticai,  offices,  54  furgeons 
and  afliftants,  315  belonging  to  the  artillery,  615  feamen  and 
marines  employed  on  fhore,  2,397  io!diers,and  243  mechanics, 
ia  all,  4,073  Europeans,  belidcs  i./iz  5  natives.  T. 


the 
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the  emperor  of  Indojlan,  or  the  Great  Mogul. 
It  is  the  fame  at  Surat ,  where,  as  in  Bengal , 
they  have  a  lodge,  or  fadtory,  for  the  fecu- 
rity  of  their  goods,  and  their  jurifdi&ion 
does  not  extend  far  beyond  its  limits.  From 
j Bengal,  they  receive  piecegoods,  faltpetre, 
and  opium.  From  Surat ,  piecegoods,  va¬ 
rious  forts  of  Indian  drefles,  &c. 

The  Company’s  pofleffions  on  the  coaft  of 
Malabar ,  are  under  a  commandant.  The 
chief  produce  is  pepper,  which  is  efteemed 
the  beft  of  all  India  *. 

From  the  weft  coaft  of  Sumatra ,  are 
brought,  gold,  camphor,  and  pepper  *f-. 

Bantam 


*  Mr.  Stavorinus  enlarges,  refpefting  Bengal ,  in  the 
next  book ;  refpedling  Surat ,  in  the  2d  and  3d  books  of  his 
fecond  voyage ;  and  refpedling  the  coaft  of  Malabar ,  in  the 
13  th  and  14th  chapters  of  the  4th  book.  T. 

f  Befides  Lampon ,  which  has  been  mentioned  among  the  de¬ 
pendencies  of  Bantam,  the  Dutch  have  a  fettlement  at  Padang , 
on  the’ weft  coaft  of  Sumatra,  to  which  the  factories  at  Pul* 
Cbinco ,  Priaman ,  and  Adgahadje^vct  fubordinate.  At  Pa¬ 
dang,  there  is  a  fort,  with  a  garrifon  of  fifty  or  fix ty  men,  and 
the  chief  of  the  fettlement  has  the  rank  of  merchant.  Some 
pepper,  camphor,  and  benzoin,  are  furnifhed  from  this  coaft, 
but  ever  lince  the  eflablifhment  of  the  Englifh  fettlement  at£V«- 
coolen,  in  this  neighbourhood,  the  Dutch  complain  that  pepper 
is  procured  in  very  finall  quantities;  they,  however,  likewife 
colleft  and  expert  annually  to  Batavia,  about  two  thoufand 
a  a  a  five 
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Bantam  is  a  commmandery,  from  which 
the  Company  draw  the  greateft  quantity  of 
pepper. 

On  the  inner,  or  eaftern,  coaft  of  Sumatra , 
they  have  a  fettlement  at  Palembang ,  whence 
they  receive  pepper  and  tin  *. 

Moil: 

five  hundred  tials  of  gold,  the  quantity  never  exceeds  three 
thoufand  tials,  nor  falls  fhort  of  two ;  a  tial  is  twenty-fix  pen¬ 
ny-weights  twelve  grains ;  the  purchafe  price  is  high,  being 
nearly  3/.  53.  fterling,  per  ounce.  There  is  a  vein  of  gold 
which  runs  clofe  to  Padang,  and,  fome  years  ago,  it  was 
worked,  but  not  finding  returns  adequate  to  the  expence,  the 
Company  let  it  to  farm,  and,  in  a  few  years,  it  fell  into  fuch 
low  repute,  as  to  be  difpofed  of  at  a  rent  of  two  Spanifli  dol¬ 
lars,  by  public  audion.  In  1779,  l^e  books  of  Padang  fliewed 
a  balance  in  favour  of  the  eftablilhment  of  f. 20,902,  about 
1,900/.  fterling,  the  charges  being/.53,675,  and  on  the  other 
hand,  the  profits  accruing  on  the  fale  of  piecegoods,  fait,  &c, 
/•74’577  :  which  is  fufficient  to  defray  the  expence  offending 
a  fti;)  thither  annually  from  Batavia ,  with  neceflaries  for  the 
Ihtt  cement.  Padang,  and  its  dependencies,  are,  at  prefen t,  in 
the  hands  of  the  Englilb.  The  whole  eftablilhment  of  the 
Dutch  cn  the  weft  coaft  of  Sumatra ,  including  Lamport,  was, 
in  1776--1777,  thirty  perfq^j  in  civil  employments,  five  fur- 
geons  and  affiftants,  two  belonging  to  the  artillery,  thirteen 
marines,  104,  foidiers,  and  twenty-one  mechanics,  in  all,  175 
Europeans,  befides  nhiety-feven  natives  in  the  fervice  of  the 
Company.  T. 

*  Pakm&unglies  about  ten  or  twelve  days’  fail  from  Batavia. 
The  dominions  cf  the  king  of  Palembang  are  extenGve;  they 
read;  as  far  as  the  hills  oiLamptn  to  the  l'outhward,  and  com¬ 
prehend 
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Moft  of  the  coffee  fold  by  the  Company, 
is  brought  from  their  fettlement  at  Cheribon 
in  Java. 

One 

prehend  the  ifland  of  Banco,  which  lies  oppofite  to  the  river  of 
Palar.hang.  This  ifland  is  celebrated  throughout  Afia,  for  the 
lame  caufe,  its  tinmines,  to  which. England  owed  its  celebrity 
in  Europe,  in  very  ancient  times,  before  its  arts  and  arms  had 
fpread  its  fame  around  the  globe:  The  tinmines  in  Banco , 
which  were  firft  difcovered  in  1710  or  17 1 1,  have  yielded  im- 
menfe  quantities  of  ore,  and  appear  inexhauflibie.  There  are 
feven  chief  places  where  it  is  dug,  which  are  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  Chinefe  managers,  who  provide  and  pay  for  the 
labour  of  the  miners,  who  are  alfo,  in  general,  of  that  nation. 
The  tin  is  delivered  by  thefe  chiefs,  to  the  king  of  Pakntbang, 
for  five  rixdollars  per  135  pounds,  and  by  him  to  the  Dutch  for 
fifteen  rixdollars,  equal  to  about  cSr.  fterling  per  cwt.  Englifh. 
The  Company  do  not,  however,  always  take  all  that  is  brought; 
for  in  1770,  the  government  at  Batavia,  refolved,  tf  not  to 
“  receive  more  than  35,000  picols,  of  125//.  each,  from 
«  Palembang  every  year,  and  as  5,000  picols  more,  had  been 
“  delivered  that  year,  no  more  than  30,000  fliould  be  ac- 
“  cepted  in  the  next,  of  which  due  notice  fliould  be  given  to 
“  the  king.”  And  yet  the  Dutch  endeavour  to  prevent  the 
tin  from  being  difpofed  of  to  any  others,  and  keep  veflels  con¬ 
tinually  cruifing  along  the  fnores,  to  prevent  the  fmuggling  of 
it ;  but  their  vigilance  is  eluded,  and  the  commerce  is  largely 
participated  by  private  adventurers.  Raynal  and  others, 
flate  the  quantity  of  tin,  received  by  the  Dutch  Company,  at 
3,000,000 !b. ;  but  from  the  above,  it  appears,  that  they  take, 
at  leaf!,  3,000,000 lb.  But  very  little  of  it  comes  to  Europe ; 
in'  1778,  700,000 lb.  were  fold  in  Holland  at  fati  per  ioo//>.  ; 

•  the  greateft  part  goes  to  the  China-market,  where  it  is  pre- 
a  a  3  fen  ed 
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One  of  their  moft  advantageous  branches 
of  commerce,  is  that  which  they  carry  on 
to  ’Japan  ;  they  fend  one  or  two  {hips  thi¬ 
ther  every  year,  and  are  admitted  to  trade 
there,  exclufively  of  all  other  nations,  the 
Chinefe  alone  excepted. 

A  fmall  ifland,  called  Decima ,  in  the 

ferred  to  European  tin,  and  the  profit  upon  it,  is  fuppofed,  by 
a  late  intelligent  traveller,  Sir  George  Staunton,  not  to  be 
lefs,  any  year,  than  150,000/.  fterling,  though,  by  the  Dutch 
account  of  their  China-trade,  which  is  given  a  little  farther 
on,  this  feems  to  be  an  extravagant  computation.  The  king 
is  under  ftricft  engagements  to  the  Dutch,  to  allow  them  an 
cxclufive  trade  throughout  his  dominions,  and  to  deliver  all 
the  tin,  and  pepper,  produced  in  them,  at  Batavia ,  fending 
them  thither  in  his  own  fliips,  and  at  his  own  expence.  The 
quantity  of  pepper  brought  annually  from  Palembang ,  is  about 
2,000, ooolb.  which  is  purchafed  at  the  rate  of  two  ftivers 
per  pound.  The  Company  likewife  take  about  1000 
carats  of  rough  diamonds,  and  a  confiderable  quantity  of  canes 
and  rattans.  Very  few  goods  are  given  in  exchange  for  thefe 
articles,  and  a  large  fum  m  ipecic  is  yearly  required  to  balance 
with  the  king.  In  1779,  the  profit  on  the  few  things  difpofed 
of  at  Palambang,  amounted  only  to  /1 3,922,  and  the  charges  of 
the  fettlement  were  /.4g,677,  making  it  ftand  the  Company 
for  one  year  in  /.4s, 755,  or  about  4,160/.  fterling.  In  1771, 
they  rebuilt  their  old  ruinous  fort,  in  a  pentagonal  form,  and 
the  coft  of  the  new  one  was  computed  to  be  /.So, 546,  about 
7,32a/.  fterling.  Their  eftablifhment  here,  confifted,  b; 
1776— 1777,  of  115  Europeans,  viz.  fix  in  their  civil  lervice, 
one  clerg>man,  two  furgeons,  fixty-one  feamen  and  marines, 
twenty-nine  foldiers,  apd  fixteen  mechanics.  T. 

harbour,. 
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harbour  of  Nangafakki,  has  been  ceded  to 
them  ;  and  the  merchandize  they  import  is 
landed  and  houfed  there  *. 

This  trade  is  confided  to  a  chief,  who  is 
fent  out  from  Batavia  every  two  years. 

The  charges  of  this  eftabliftiment,  amount 
to  full  one  hundred  thoufand  gilders  every 
year  ;  the  half  of  which,  is  the  value  of  the 
annual  prefents  to  the  emperor  of  Japan-f. 

*  Decima,  is  lituated  in  420  north  latitude.  The  voyage 
from  Bata-via  to  Japan  generally  lafts  about  thirty  days. 
The  navigation  is  very  dangerous,  and  the  Dutch  have,  for 
the  laft  hundred  years,  loft  one  out  of  every  five  (hips  that  go 
thither.  For  an  account  of  the  exceflive  jealoufy  and  fuf- 
picion  of  the  Japanefe,  and  their  treatment  both  of  the 
Dutch  and  of  the  Chinefe,  as  well  as  of  numerous  other  par* 
ticulars  relative  to  Japan ,  and  before  little  known  in  Europe, 
the  reader  cannot  be  better  referred,  than  to  the  ample  and 
curious  relations,  to  be  found  in  the  third  and  fourth  volumes 
of  Dr.  Thunberg’s  travels.  T. 

•j-  The  Company  have  only  about  ten  or  twelve  of  their 
fervants  refident  in  Japan.  The  charges  amounted,  in  1 779, 
to  /.96,35ft;  the  greateft  part  whereof  confifts,  as  above,  of 
prefents  to  the  emperor,  and  the  expences  of  the  journey 
undertaken  yearly  to  Jtdo ,  for  the  offering  of  them  :  on  the 
other  hand,  the  profits  arifmg  from  the  fale  of  goods  were 
/.i  06,802,  leaving  a  furptus  of  full  /.to, 000  ,or  nearly  i,Ooo/. 
fterling’;  fo  that  nothing  remains  to  be  deducted  from  the  pro* 
fits  on  the  returns  (for  which,  fee  the  next  note)  but  the  ex* 
pences  of  the  (hips  fent,  and  the  calculated  loft,  as  before 
mentioned,  of  one  vefl'el  in  five.  T. 

A  A  4 
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The  principal  articles  that  are  Ihipped  to 
Japan,  are  tortoife-lhells,  Baros  camphor 
from  Sumatra  and  Borneo ,  Dutch  woollens, 
and  fugar  ;  in  return  for  which,  we  receive 
Japan  camphor,  copper,  china,  and  lac¬ 
quered  ware 

The  trade  to  China ,  generally  employs 
four  Ihips  every  year  ;  thefe  are  difpatched 
diredlly  from  Holland,  and  only  touch  at 

*  The  two  (hips  which  go  yearly  to  Japan ,  ufuallv  take 
the  value  of  f. $00,000,  about  45,450/.  in  fugar,  fapanwood, 
elephants’  teeth,  tortoife-ftiell,  camphor,  tin,  lead,  quickfilver, 
chintzes,  cottons,  Dutch  woollens,  vermillion,  wax,  cloves, 
nutmegs,  pepper,  china-root,  and  fome  filver  in  ducatoons. 
Their  returns  confift,  for  the  greateft  part,  in  Japan  copper, 
which  is  in  fmall  bars,  of  about  fix  inches  long,  and  about 
one-third  of  a  pound  in  weight  ;  of  thefe  they  receive  eight 
er  nine  thoufand  boxes,  each  containing  12 $16.  which  they 
pay  at  the  rate  of  f.$  1  per  box,  and  difpofe  of  it  in  Bengal,  at 
Surat,  and  on  the  coafts  of  Coromandel  and  Malabar ,  for/!  90, 
and /.91  :  they  likewife  take  about  $0,000 lb.  Japan  camphor, 
two-fifths  of  which  is  retailed  in  India,  and  the  reft  comes 
to  Europe;  and  aifo  a  trifling  amount  in  foy,  china,  lac¬ 
quered  ware,  and  large  filk  nightgowns.  The  private  trade 
of  the  Dutch  officers  and  (hips’  crews  to  Japan,  is  slfo  very 
conuderablc,  as  well  as  profitable  ;  they  carry  out,  camphor, 
china-root,  faffron,  Venice  treacle,  Spanifli  liquorice,  ratans, 
fpeftacles,  looking-glafies,  watches,  inanufsfUired  glafs,  and 
unicorns’  horns  (the  horn  of  the  mctiodo „  monocero:) ,  and  re¬ 
ceive  in  return,  foy,  iilks,  filk  nightgowns,  china,  lacquered 
ware,  fans,  and  fine  rice,  T. 


Batavia , 
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Batavia ,  in  going  out,  in  order  to  take  in 
a  cargo  of  Banca  tin,  which  is  difpofed  of  to 
much  advantage  in  China :  but  when  they 
return  to  Europe,  they  only  anchor  at 
North  Ifland,  not  far  from  the  ftraits  of 
Sunda,  to  take  in  water,  without  touching 
at  Batavia.  The  time  when  they  fet  fail  from 
Batavia  for  China,  >  is  generally  about  the 
beginning  of  July  *. 

The 

*  The  Dutch  factory  at  Canton ,  is  not,  like  all  their  other 
fettlements,  and  places  of  trade,  in  India,  fubordinate  to  the 
government  at  Batavia,  but  has,  for  upwards  of  forty  years, 
been  under  the  management  of  a  fpecial  committee  of  di¬ 
rectors  in  Holland  ;  yet  every  thing  relative  it,  is  commu¬ 
nicated  to,  and  tranfafted  in  concert  with,  the  government 
at  Batavia,  The  cargoes  of  the  four  or  five  {hips,  which 
the  Dutch  fend  annually  to  China ,  amount  in  value  to 
y.2,400,000  ;  or/. 2, 500, 000,  about  225,000 fterling,  one 
half  of  which  confifls  in  filver,  either  in  bars,  or  Spanifli 
dollars,  and  the  other  half  in  tin,  lead,  pepper,  cloves,  and 
nutmegs,  upon  which  articles  a  profit  of,  at  lea  ft,  f. 660,000, 
about  60,000 /.  fterling,  is  made.  For  the  above  capital,  the 
Company’s  agents  purchafe  between  four  and  five  millions 
pounds  of  tea,  of  all  forts,  and  a  quantity  of  filks,  nankeens, 
china,  turmeric,  &c."  We  fubjoin  a  lilt  of  the  quantities 
of  tea,  exported  in  Dutch  fliips  from  China,  for  the  twenty 
years  between  1776  and  1795  : 

Years.  Ships.  lbs.  tea. 

1776  .  .  5  .  •  4,923,700. 

1777  .  .  4  •  •  4>856>5°°- 

1778 
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The  Company  ufed  formerly  to  trade  to 
Cochinchina ,  “Ten quin,  Siam,  Pegu ,  Aracan, 
Perjia,  and  Mocha ;  but  they  have  now- 
abandoned  all  commerce  with  thefe  places. 
Their  connections  are,  at  prefent,  limited 
to  thofe  I  have  before  fhortly  noticed ;  and 
among  thefe,  there  are  feveral,  which,  in 
my  opinion,  are  more  prejudicial  than  ad¬ 
vantageous  to  the  Company  ;  efpecially 
thofe  in  the  weft  of  India ;  which  muft  be 
aferibed  to  a  change  of  times,  and  of  cir- 
cumftances. 


Years. 

Ships. 

Ih.  tea. 

1778  .  . 

4  .  . 

4,695,700. 

1779  •  • 

4  •  • 

4>553>io°* 

1780  .  . 

4  •  • 

4,687,800. 

1781  .  . 

4  •  • 

4,957,600. 

17S2] 

>7*3  "one 

on  account  of  the  war. 

1784  J 
>785  •  • 

4  •  • 

5,334,000. 

1786  .  . 

4  *  • 

4,458,800. 

1787  .  . 

s  •  • 

5,943,20°. 

1788  .  . 

C  •  • 

5,794,900. 

1789  .  . 

4  •  • 

4,179,600. 

1790  .  . 

.S'  *  • 

5,106,900. 

1791  .  . 

3  •  • 

1,328,500. 

,79i  •  • 

2 

2,051,330. 

*793  •  • 

3  •  • 

2,938,530. 

1 79+  •  • 

2  .  . 

2.4:  7,200. 

t  79  r 

4  ■ 

.1,996.800, 

When 
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When  the  Company  eftablifhed  their 
commerce  in  thofe  parts,  their  rivals  were 
very  inconfiderable ;  the  Englifh  were  not 
a  match  for  them,  and  the  Indian  princes 
traded  rather  with  the  Dutch,  than  with 
their  neighbours.  But  this  is  now  entirely 
altered. 

The  Englifh,  who  did  not  then  come  in¬ 
to  any  confideration,  are  now  as  ftrong, 
and  perhaps  ftronger,  in  the  weft  of  India, 
than  the  Dutch  Company  are -in  the  eaft. 
They  have  prefcribed  laws  to  the  empe¬ 
ror  of  Indoftan,  and  are,  in  confequence, 
mafters  of  the  whole  trade  of  his  dominions, 
efpecially  at  Surat  and  in  Bengal \  where  the 
Company  ufed  to  make  important  profits, 
both  by  the  goods  which  they  imported,  and 
thofe  which  they  exported. 

If  the  fea-rilk,  the  fhips*  charges,  and 
the  intereft  of  the  money  employed,  were 
accurately  computed,  their  prefent  gains, 
would,  perhaps,  be  found  to  be  extremely 
trifling. 

Not  only  the  Englifh,  but  almoft  all  the 
naval  powers  of  Europe,  have  at  prefent 
/hips  trading  to  the  Indies,  and  eftablifh- 
ments 
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meats  of  more  or  lefs  confequence,  in  the 
weftern  parts. 

The  trade  in  piecegoods,  which  in  former 
times,  produced  inch  confiderable  benefit  to 
the  Company,  is  now  almoft  entirely  in 
the  hands  of  the  Englifh  ;  at  leaft  they  are 
very  detrimental  to  the  portion  of  it  that 
frill  remains  with  us,  by  their  competition 
fqr  purchafes. 

I  fhall  not  fay  any  thing  of  the  honefty 
and  fidelity  of  the  Company’s  chiefs  at  their 
out-fa&ories :  that  is  out  of  the  line  I  pro- 
pofe  following :  when  I  was  in  Bengal,  I 
had  an  opportunity  of  obferving  fome  in- 
ftances,  not  very  confonant  with  the  above 
virtues  ;  and  it  is  not  many  years  ago,  that 
the  Company  had  proofs  of  the  like,  in  the 
government  of  the  Coromandel  coaft. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  number  of  of¬ 
ficers,  and  their  appointments,  remain  the 
fame ;  and  a  numerous  body  of  ufelefs 
placemen,  and  too  many  military,  are  main¬ 
tained  by  the  Company. 

If  the  trade  in  Bengal ,  at  Surat,  and  on 
the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  were  reduced  to 
the  fame  regulations,  as  that  to  China  and 
Japan  j 


[  365  1 

Japan ;  and  if,  inftead  of  expenfive  forti¬ 
fications,  trading-houfes,  or  factories,  were 
only  retained,  the  profits,  which  are  ac¬ 
tually  made,  would  remain,  and  the  pre- 
fent  charges,  would  be  amazingly  diminilh- 
ed.  It  cannot,  in  my  opinion,  be  of  any 
real  advantage  to  the  Company,  that  they 
pretend  to  appear  as  a  fovereign  ftate, 
where  they  have  not  an.  exclufive  trade, 
and  where  they  cannot  interdidl  the  trade 
of  every  other  nation.  At  deylon,  Java , 
and  the  other  ifiands  in  the  eaftern  parts, 
where  they  have  the  territorial  property, 
and  the  fovereign  power,  it  is  neceflary 
both  to  difplav,  and  to  maintain,  their  do¬ 
minion  ;  for  there  they  can,  and  juftly,  dif- 
pute  the  right  of  all  others,  whether  au¬ 
thorized  traders  or  interlopers ;  but  it  is 
money  thrown  away,  to  pretend  to  make  a 
ihew  of  fovereignty,  at  the  before-men¬ 
tioned  places,  for  it  augments  neither  their 
commerce,  nor  their  refources. 

The  goods  which  they  carry  thither,  and 
which  cannot  be  furnifhed  by  any  other  na¬ 
tion,  the  Dutch  being  the  foie  dealers  in 
them,  fuch  as  the  finer  fpices,  and  Japan 
copper,  are  of  a  nature,  which  renders  them 

indif- 
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indifpenfable  in  the  weft  of  India.  Their 
fhips  loaden  with  thefe  articles,  would  be,, 
with  pleafure,  fucceffively  received,  and  thejr 
would  fpeedily  and  gladly  be  bartered  for 
cargoes  of  other  commodities. 

Moreover,  there  would  be  the  advantage, 
that  the  condu&ors,  having  to  fuperintend  a 
lefs  extenfive  concern,  would  the  better  be 
enabled  to  difcover,  and  reform,  all  errors 
and  abufes  :  whereas  the  extent  of  the  ob- 
je£l  under  their  controul,  affords,  at  prefent, 
innumerable  openings  for  mifconduft  and 
miftakes,  which  undermine  the  whole  fu- 
perftru&ure. 

The  Englifh  have  not  only  been  very 
prejudicial  to  the  trade  of  the  Company  in 
the  weft  of  India,  but  have  alfo  endea¬ 
voured,  if  not  to  fupplant  them  in  the  en¬ 
tire  pofieftion  of  Ceylon ,  at  leaft  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  advantages  of  that  rich  ifland. 

At  the  time  of  the  laft  war  in  Ceylony 
when  the  Company  had  blocked  up  all  the 
harbours,  with  their  fhips,  and  the  empe¬ 
ror  was  nearly  reduced  to  be  befieged  in  his 
capital,  the  Ernglifh  fent  an  embaffador  from 
Madras  to  the  emperor,  with  an  offer  of 
affiftance  to  expel  the  Dutch  from  his  do¬ 
minions, 
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minions,  for  which  purpofe  they  would  pro¬ 
vide  a  large  number  of  fhips.  But  their 
own  pertinacity  was  the  reafon  that  the 
alliance  was  not  formed  in  time ;  for  the 
embaflador  would  not  comply  with  the 
oriental  cuftom  of  addrefs,  which  is  elpe- 
cially  prevalent  in  Ceylon ,  and  to  which 
the  Dutch  were  ufed  to  conform  ;  that  is, 
he  refufed  to  proftrate  himfelf  upon  the 
ground,  or  fall  upon  his  knees,  when  he 
was  firft  introduced  into  the  prefence  of 
the  emperor.  Several  weeks  thus  elapfed 
before  he  had  an  audience ;  and  in  the 
mean  time,  matters  had  taken  a  ftill  more 
decided  afpeft  in  our  favour,  fo  that,  the 
clandeftine  attempts  of  our  fecret  enemies 
were,  in  this  inftance,  fruftrated. 

I  was  exceedingly  furprized  when  I  faw 
at  Batavia,  that,  although  the  trade  in  piece- 
goods,  and  in  opium,  was  prohibited  to  pri¬ 
vate  individuals  of  our  own  nation,  the 
Englifii  were  not  only  allowed  to  bring 
whole  cargoes  to  Batavia ;  and  to  difpofe  of 
them  there,  but  were  facilitated  in  every 
refpeft,  in  the  difpofal.  Thefe  indulgences 
were  not  confined  to  the  above,  but  were 
extended  to  all  forts  of  commodities,  both 
Indian 
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Indian  and  European,  to  the  great  detri¬ 
ment  of  our  own  fhips*  officers  and  crews, 
who  were  not  allowed  to  import  their 
wares  ;  and  they  who  did  bring  fome  pri¬ 
vileged  goods,  were  forced  to  fell  them  at 
a  lofs,  on  account  of  the  glut  occafioned 
by  the  quantities  imported  by  the  Englith. 
The  exportation  of  fugar  too,  was  likewile 
prohibited  to  our  own  people,  but  the  Eng¬ 
lifh  were  furnilhed  with  as  much  as  they 
afked  for,  out  of  the  Company’s  warehoufes. 
Their  lhips,  upon  paying  for  the  work 
done,  were  allowed  to  be  repaired  by  the 
Company’s  fervants  at  the  ifland  Onruji, 
In  Auguft,  1769,  I  faw  eight  Englifh  lhips, 
lying  at  that  ifland,  and  three  more  in  the 
roads  of  Batavia.  In  the  following  year, 
however,  the  government  feemed,  in  fome 
meafure,  to  have  a  different  opinion ;  for 
they  then  reftri&ed  the  Englifh  to  the  tak¬ 
ing  in  of  water  and  wood  ;  which  every 
one  hoped  might  be  of  long  continuance. 

The  Company  have  another  object  of 
expence,  flnee  the  year  1742,  which  did 
not  perhaps  then  appear  in  fo  detrimental 
a  light,  as  at  prefen t.  I  mean  the  pre¬ 
miums  which  are  given  to  the  fhips’  crews 
returning 
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returning  home,  and  which  were  allowed 
as  an  indemnification  for  the  articles  of 
trade,  which,  before  that  time,  they  were 
permitted  to  bring  home  with  them  from 
India ;  but  this  was  fo  much  abufed,  that 
the  Company’s  {hips  were  crammed  with 
the  private  property  of  the  crews,  in  fo 
far,  that  now  and  then,  a  {hip  was  loft  in 
coniequence  of  being  too  deeply  loaden. 

In  how  far,  by  putting  a  ftop  to  this  pri¬ 
vate  trade,  fuch  accidents  have,  in  reality, 
been  prevented,  may  be  beft  feen,  by  com¬ 
paring  the  number  of  the  {hips  loft,  for 
thirty  years,  before  the  year  1742,  with 
thofe  loft  fince.  For  my  own  part,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  that  very  little  difference  would  be 
found.  It  is  of  courfe,  that  the  velfels,  loft 
in  Table  Bay,  or  other  roads,  which  cannot 
be  attributed  to  overloading,  muft  not  be 
taken  into  the  account.  The  Company 
have  already  expended  the  fum  of  eighteen 
millions  of  gilders,  in  thefe  premiums, 
as  will  appear  from  the  rough  calculation 
fubjoined,  in  which  I  have  taken  rather 
too  little  than  too  much. 

The  premiums  for  every  (hip  returning 
home  (eftimating  the  crews,  one  with  an- 

vop.  1.  B  b  other, 
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othfer,  at  one  hundred  and  twenty  hands, 
for  each  fhip)  amount  to  full  f  18,000,  as 
follows : 

I  captain,  receives  for  premium  fzjooo 


1  captain’s  mate  .  .  .  500 

1  fecond  mate  .  .  .  400 

1  furgeon  ....  4*00 

2  other  mates,  f.3 00  each  .  600 

1  chaplain  ....  300 

20  under-officers,  one  with  an¬ 
other,  f.  200  each  .  4,000 

24  feamen,  earning  upwards  of  f  10 

monthly  wages, /it  50  each  3,600 
66  ditto,  and  boys,  under  f  10 

f  100  each  .  ,  .  6,6 co 


117  men 

3  fuppofed  to  have  died 
.on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope ,  who 
receive  nothing. 

120  men 


So  that  every  Ihip’s  crew  re¬ 
ceive  for  premiums  .  .  ^.18,400 


Which, 
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Which,  however,  in  order  to 
make  a  round  fum,  I  only 
take  at  .  .  .  f- 18,000 

And  computing  that  fince  the 
year  1742,  twenty-five  Ihips 
have  annually  returned  from 
India,  confidering  one  year 
with  another,  the  whole  a- 
mount  in  premiums,  for  one 
year,  is  .  ...  f. 450,000 

Since  the  navigation  has  been 
put  upon  this  footing,  that  is, 
from  1742  to  1771,  twenty- 
nine  years  have  elapfed  ;  fo 
that  during  that  period,  the 
Company  have  paid  premi¬ 
ums  to  the  amount  of  .  ^13,050,000 
The  intereft  of  this  capital  for 
twenty-fevenyears,at  three 
per  cent  per  annum,  which 
is  annually  augmented  by 
f  1 3,500,  amounts  to  *  .  5,103,000 


So 

*  Inftead  of  Ample  intereft,  at  three  per  cent  per  annum, 
>r  twenty -feven  years,  we  ihould  take  compound  intereft, 
*  B  z  at 
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So  that  the  Company  have  loft 
a  fum,  for  which  they  have 
no  adequate  benefit,  of  .  f  18,153,000 

May  not  the  decay  of  Batavia ,  whole 
chief  fupport  is  the  free  trade  of  its  in¬ 
habitants,  be,  in  lome  meafiire,  likewile 
afcribed  to  this  caufe  ?  People  well  wor¬ 
thy  of  credit,  who  have  lived  for  forty  years, 
and  more,  at  Batavia ,  have  allured  me,  that 
there  is  an  inconceivable  difference  between 
the  adhial  ftate  of  the  city,  with  relpedt  to 
trade,  and  its  flourilhing  fituation,  before 
the  year  1740.  Free  inhabitants,  who  had 
never  been  in  the  fervice  of  the  Company, 
ufed  then  to  return  to  Europe  loaden  with 
riches,  very  few  inftances  of  which  occur 
at  prefent.  Here  in  Holland,  we  may,  in 
confequence,  plainly  perceive,  that  there  is 
little  chance  of  making  money  at  prefent, 
at  Batavia ,  by  private  trade,  and  it  is  well 
known,  that  it  grows  worfe  from  day  to 
day. 


at  the  fame  rate,  for  twenty-nine  years,  which  would  amount 
to/. 7, 316, 500,  arid  the  whole  fum  loft  to  the  Company, 
daring  that  period,  by  this  regulation,  would  be  /.a  0,366,500, 
or  about  1,8:51,500/.  T. 


It 
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It  is  true,  that  the  Company  at  home, 
are  unable  to  reform  all  the  abufes,  which 
have  crept  in,  from  time  to  time,  in  fuch 
an  extent  of  territory,  as  they  poffefs  in  the 
Indies  ;  but  they  are  too  well  acquainted 
with  the  actual  ftate  of  Batavia  and  the 
profperitv,  or  decay  of  that  city,  which  is 
the  center,  and,  as  it  were,  the  pivot  of 
all  their  poiTeflions,  is  of  too  great  and  real 
importance  to  their  interefts,  than  that  they 
ought  not  to  endeavour  to  raife  it  out  of 
that  languid  ftate,  into  which  it  is  pro- 
greflively  falling. 

Another  thing,  which  is  a  great  draw¬ 
back  upon  the  profperity  of  Batavia ,  is  the 
unhealthinefs  which  has  been  perceived 
there,  for  feveral  years  back.  The  moft 
probable  caufe  hereof,  may  be  fought,  in 
the  great  encreafe  of  the  mudbanks,  along 
the  feacoaft ;  the  water  only  juft  covers 
them  ;  or  they  are  flooded  by  the  tide,  which, 
when  it  recedes,  leaves  a  thick  {lime  be¬ 
hind  it,  together  with  a  great  deal  of  ani¬ 
mal  matter,  thrown  up  by  the  fea,  various 
kinds  of  blubber,  and  other  marine  pro- 
du&ions,  which  immediately  putrify,  by  the 
burning  heat,  and  contaminate  the  air, 
b  b  3  *  uniting 
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uniting  with  the  noxious  exhalations  of  the 
fwamps  and  morafles  near  the  town.  The 
opinion,  that  the  unhealthinefs  of  the  place 
may  be  chiefly  attributed  to  this  caufe, 
feems  to  be  corroborated  by  the  circum- 
Itance,  that  the  ravages  of  ficknefs  and 
death,  are  much  lefs  in  t^ie  upper  parts  of 
the  city,  which  lie  the  fartheft  from  the 
fea,  than  in  and  near  the  caftle,  which  is 
clofe  to  the  mudbanks,  and  fwamps.  The 
mud  thus  thrown  up,  already  reaches,  on 
the  eaft  fide  of  the  liver,  more  than  two 
thoufand  feet  out  from  the  dry  ground. 

I  have  already  faid  fomething  of  the  pro-  . 
vince  of  Jaccatra  ;  namely,  that  it  is  a  pof- 
feflion  of  the  Company,  fubdued  by  their 
arms,  whofe  natives  are  their  immediate 
fubje&s,  governed  by  the  council  of  India, 
and  more  particularly  under  the  eye  of  the 
governor  general. 

A  perfon  is  appointed  by  the  governor, 
under  the  title  of  commiffary  of  inland  af¬ 
fairs,  who  reprefents  the  fovereign,  in  the 
interior  of  the  country. 

He  adjufts  all  differences  which  arife  be¬ 
tween  the  native  grandees,  with  the  pre¬ 
knowledge  of  the  governor  general,  and  exadts 
#  all 
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all  penalties  and  fines  which  are  laid  upon 
them,  the  greateft  part  of  the  profits  by 
which,  accrue  to  him.  He  is  feared  and 
refpeded,  like  a  prince,  in  the  interior  parts, 
as  the  happinefs  of  every  individual,  is  al- 
moft  entirely  in  his  power. 

The  regents,  who  are  his  coadjutors  in 
the  adminiftration  of  the  land,  are  taken 
from  among  the  natives.  The  firfi:  in 
rank,  are  the  adapatis ,  to  whom  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  a  large,  diftridt  is  entrufted.; 
Then  follow  the  tommagongs ,  who  are,  how¬ 
ever,  much  lower  in  rank,  having  the  di¬ 
rection  over  a  proportionate  fmaller  extent 
of  country  ;  although  each  of  them  ftands 
alone  in  his  local  jurifdi&ion.  Thefe  have 
ingbebees  under  them,  who  are  as  much  as 
lieutenants,  and  before  whom  difputes  of 
little  importance,  between  the  inhabitants 
of  their  diftrids,  are  fettled  ;  yet  the  par¬ 
ties  may  appeal  to  the  commiflary. 

It  is  only  when  very  important  matters 
occur,  in  which  the  Company  have  a  par¬ 
ticular  intereft,  that  they  are  brought  to 
the  cognizance  of  the  government  at  Ba¬ 
tavia ,  and  fettled  by  them;  but  this  does 
not  often  happen. 
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The  commiflary,  who  refides  without  the 
city,  has  a  guard  of  natives  every  night  at 
his  houfe,  and  twenty,  or  twenty-four  arm¬ 
ed  attendants,  who  are  Javanefe,  and  {land 
ready  to  execute  his  commands  ;  all  being  in 
the  pay  of  the  Company. 

The  chief  produdions  yielded  by  this 
province,  are  fugar,  coffee,  indigo,  and  cot¬ 
ton-yarn.  The  revenues  which  the  Company 
draw  from  it,  amount  annually  to  full  one 
million  of  gilders. 

The  original  letters,  which  are  written  by 
the  council  of  India,  to  the  Indian  princes, 
are  compofed  in  the  Dutch  language,  and 
figned  by  the  governor  general,  and  by  the 
fecretary,  in  the  name  of  the  government ; 
but  tranflations  are  always  added,  in  the 
Malay,  Javanefe,  or  whatever  other  lan¬ 
guage  be  that  of  the  prince,  to  whom  the 
letter  is  addrelfed.  For  this  purpofe,  there 
are  feveral  tranflators  at  Batavia ,  who 
are  well  paid,  and  have  the  rank  of  mer¬ 
chants. 

The  letters,  which  are  fent  by  the  In¬ 
dian  princes,  to  the  government,  are  written 

upon. 
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upon  gold,  or  filver,  flowered  paper  *,  and 
are  brought  to  the  council  with  much  ceT 
remony. 

The  letter  which  tfye  emperor  of  Candy 

*  In  the  eaftern  parts  of  India,  paper  is  prepared  fronj 
the  bark  of  trees  ;  at  Ceylon,  and  on  the  adjacent  continent, 
the  leaves  of  the  boraftus  palm-tree  ( borajjus  flabelliformii ), 
and  fometimes  of  the  talpat-tree  ( licttala  fpinofa ),  are  ufed  in- 
ftead  of  paper.  The  leaves  of  both  thefe  palm-trees,  lie  in 
folds,  like  a  fan,  and  the  flips  ft  and  in  need  of  no  further  pre¬ 
paration,  than  merely  to  be  feparated,  and  cut  fmooth  with 
a  knife.  Their  mode  of  writing  upon  them,  confifts  in  en¬ 
graving  the  letters  with  a  fine  pointed  fteel :  and  in  order 
that  the  chara&ers  may  be  the  better  feen  and  read,  they 
rub  them  over  with  charcoal,  or  fome  other  black  fubflance. 
The  iron  point  made  ufe  of  for  a  pen,  is  either  fet  in  a  brafs 
handle,  and  carried  about  in  a  wooden  cafe,  of  about  fix 
inches  in  length,  or  elfe  it  is  formed  entirely  of  iron ;  and 
together  with  the  blade  of  a  knife,  defigned  for  the  purpofe 
of  cutting  the  leaves,  and  making  them  fmooth,  fet  in  a  knife- 
handle,  common  to  them  both,  and  into  which  it  (huts  up. 
When  a  Angle  flip  is  not  fuflicient,  feveral  are  bound  toge¬ 
ther,  by  means  of  a  hole  made  at  one  end,  and  a  thread  on 
which  they  are  ftrung.  If  a  book  be  to  be  made,  they  look 
put  principally  for  broad  and  handfome  flips  of  talpat-Ieaves, 
upon  which  they  engrave  the  characters  very  elegantly,  and 
accurately,  with  the  "addition  of  various  figures,  by  way  of 
ornament.  All  the  flips  have  then  two  holes  made  in  them, 
and  are  ftrung  upon  a  filken  cord,  and  covered  with  two  thin 
lacquered  boards.  By  means  of  the  cords,  the  leaves  are 
held  even  together,  and  by  being  drawn  out  when  they  are 
wanted  to  be  ufed,  they  may  be  feparated  from  each  other 
at  pleafure.  T. 
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fent  to  the  government  at  Batavia ,  after 
the  conclufion  of  peace,  containing  the  jull 
powers  of  his  embaffadors  to  negociate  con¬ 
cerning  certain  matters,  which  could  not 
be  adjufted  at  Ceylon,  was  written  upon  a 
leaf  of  beaten  gold,  in  the  fhape  of  a  co¬ 
coa-leaf  j  the  letters  were  engraved  upon 
it,  with  a  Heel  pen,  in  a  moft  curious  man¬ 
ner.  This  leaf  was  rolled  up,  and  inferted 
in  a  cylindrical  cafe  of  gold,  which  was 
wound  all  round  with  a  row  of  pearls,  firung 
upon  gold  thread.  This  cafe  was  in  a  box 
of  mafly  gold,  and  this  again  in  one  of 
filver,  which  was  fealed  with  the  emperor’s 
great  feal,  impreffed  in  red  wax.  The  lilver 
box  was  inclofed  in  one  of  ivory,  which  was 
put  in  a  bag  of  rich  cloth  of  gold ;  and 
finally,  a  bag  of  fine  white  linen,  fealed  up, 
with  the  emperor’s  leffer  fignet,  encircled 
the  whole. 

When  thefe  embaffadors  had  their  audi¬ 
ence  of  the  council  of  India,  they  were  re¬ 
ceived  with  extraordinary  honour ;  all  the 
members  of  the  aflembly  Handing  up,  both 
when  they  came  in,  and  when  they  went 
out,  though  without  uncovering  their  heads. 
When  the  embaffadors  left  Batavia ,  they 
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were  each  prefented  with  a  gold  chain,  by 
the  council. 

All  goods,  which  are  carried  into,  or  out 
of  Batavia,  are  fubje&  to  duties,  which  are 
levied  at  the  bar,  at  the  entrance  of  the  city. 
Thefe,  as  well  as  the  other  taxes  and  im¬ 
ports,  are  annually  farmed  out,  generally 
to  Chinefe.  The  whole  of  them  amount 
together,  upon  an  average,  to  32,00,0  rix- 
dollars,  or  fj6, 800  per  month,  making 
jf.  92 1 ,600  per  annum  *. 

Of  the  feveral  iflands  which  lie  before 
Batavia  “i*,  there  are  no  more  than  four, 
which  are  made  any  ufe  of,  by  the  Company, 
and  of  thefe,  that  of  Onruji  is  the  principal. 
This  ifland  lies  about  three  leagues  n.w. 
from  Batavia ;  it  is  nearly  round  ;  it  rifes 
fix  or  eight  feet  above  the  furface  of  the 
water,  and  is  of  fmall  extent,  being  about 

*  About  83,800/.  fterling.  T. 

t  They  are,  in  all,  fifteen  in  number,  and  have  the  follow¬ 
ing  names  given  to  them :  Onruji ,  de.  Kuiper,  Purmerend, 
Engels  Onrujly  Rotterdam ,  Schiedam ,  Middlehurgh,  Amjierdam , 
Horn,  Harlem ,  Edam ,  Enkhuizen ,  Alkmaar ,  Leyden ,  and  Fader 
Smit.  The  two  firft  are  the  iunermofl,  and  are  fronting, 
and  within  fight  of  the  city.  T. 


four 
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four  thoufand  eight  hundred  feet  in  circum¬ 
ference.  In  the  center  of  the  ifland,  and 
within  a  fort,  confifting  of  four  baftions,  and 
three  curtains,  ftand  the  warehoufes  and 
other  buildings.  On  thefe  fortifications,  and 
on  three  fmall  outworks,  which  are  con- 
ftru&ed  at  the  water’s  edge,  the  walls  of  all 
which  are  whitened  with  lime,  are  mounted 
lixteen  pieces  of  cannon,  of  various  fizes  *. 

In  the  year  1730,  under  the  government 
of  the  governor  general  Durven,  a  fmall 
church,  with  a  fteeple,  was  ere&e'd  here; 
where  fervice  is  performed  on  Sundays  by  a 

*  “  The  fortified  ifland  of  Onruft,”  fays  Captain  Parish, 
“  is  well  fituated  to  command  the  channel  that  affords  the 
“  principal  paflage  into  the  road.  The  work  upon  that  ifland 
“  was  of  a  pentagonal  form  ;  its  baftions  were  fmall  and  low, 
“  not  more  than  twelve  feet  the  higheft;  and  not  always 
“  connected  by  curtains.  A  few  batteries  were  lately  con- 
“  ftruCted  on  the  outfide  of  this  work,  that  bore  towards  the 

fea.  On  thefe,  and  on  the  baftions,  about  forty  guns 
“  were  mounted,  in  different  directions.  South  of  this,  was 
y  another  ifland”  (this  muft  be  that  called  de  Kviptt),  “  at 
“  the  diftance  of  a  few  hundred  yards,  on  which  two  bat- 
“  teries,  mounting  together  twelve  guns,  had  been  lately 
“  ereCted.”  This  account  dates  in  1 793,  and  proves  that  the 
Dutch  have  become  fenflble  of  what  is  alleged  in  this  work, 
page  253,  that  the  fortifications  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  are 
infuff. cient  to  proteCt  the  road.  T. 
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clergyman,  who  comes  hither  from  Batavia , 
for  that  purpofe,  every  week. 

The  Company  have  here  ten  or  twelve 
large  warehoufes,  which  are '  almoft  always 
quite  full  of  goods  ;  pepper,  japan  copper, 
faltpetre,  tin,  caliatour-wood,  fapan-wood, 
&c.  They  are  under  the  direction  of  two 
adminiftrators,  who,  as  we  have  before  men¬ 
tioned,  have  very  lucrative  places. 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  ifland,  ftand  two 
fawmills  ;  and  on  the  fouth  fide,  there  is  a 
long  pier-head,  on  which  are  three  large 
wooden  cranes,  eredled  for  the  purpofe 
of  fixing  marts  in  ftiips,  or  unftepping 
them.  Three  ftiips  can  lie  here,  behind 
each  other,  alongfide  of  the  pier,  in  deep 
water,  to  be  repaired,  or  to  receive  or  dis¬ 
charge  their  cargoes.  There  is  another  pier, 
a  little  more  to  the  weftward,  called  the.  Ja¬ 
pan  pier,  where  one  more  rtiip  can  lie,  to 
load  or  unload. 

There  is  twenty,  and  more,  feet  water 
againft  the  piers,  and  it  rifes  and  falls,  about 
five  feet,  once  in  four-and-twenty  hours. 
All  the  Company’s  ftiips  that  require  it,  are 
hove  down  at  the  wharfs  along  the  piers,  and 
receive 
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receive  every  necefTary  reparation  with  eafe 
and  difpatch  *. 

The  government  of  the  ifland,  and  the 
direction  over  the  repairs  of  fhips  which 
take  place  here,  is  intruded  to  a  mafter-car- 
penter,  who  has  the  management  of  every 
thing,  except  what  relates  to  the  departments 
of  the  adminiftrators  of  the  warehoufes.  His 
ofece  is  efteemed  a  very  profitable  one,  and 
he  has  the  rank  of  fenior  merchant.  Though 
the  ifland  is  but  fmall,  the  number  of  people 
dwelling  upon  it,  is  fuppofed  to  be  near  three 
thoufand,  among  whom  there  are  three  hun¬ 
dred  European  workmen. 

About  fixteen  hundred  feet  from  Onrujl , 
is  the  ifland  de  Kuiper,ov  Cooper  s  Iflle,  which 
is  one-third  lefs  in  fize  than  the  former. 
The  Company  have  feveral  warehoufes  up¬ 
on  it,  in  which  coffee  is  chiefly  laid  up. 
There  are  two  pier-heads,  where  veffels  may 
load  and  dilcharge,  at  its  fbuth  fide.  There 

*  “  It  would  be  injuftice,”  fays  Captain  Cook,  “  to  the 
“  officers  and  workmen  of  this  yard,  not  to  declare,  that, 
“  in  my  opinion,  there  is  not  a  marineyard  in  the  world, 
“  where  a  fhip  can  be  laid  down,  with  more  convenience, 
“  fafety,  and  difpatch,  nor  repaired  with  more  diligence  and 
“  (kill.”  T. 
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are  feveral  large  tamarind-trees  interfperfed 
over  the  ifland,  which  afford  an  agreeable 
fhade.  The  workmen  who  are  employed 
here  in  the  daytime,  are  fetched  away  at 
night  to  Onruji ,  and  only  two  men  remain 
behind,  as  a  watch,  together  with  a  number 
of  dogs,  who  are  remarkably  fierce,  fb  that 
no  one  dares  to  fet  his  foot  on  the  ifland  at 
night. 

To  the  eaftward  of  Onruji ,  and  at  twice 
the  diftance  of  Cooper's  Ifle,  is  the  ifland 
Purmerend ,  which  is  half  as  large  again  as 
Onruji.  It  is  planted  with  fhady  trees  ;  and 
in  the  center  is  a  building,  which  ferves  for  a 
hofpital,orlazaretto,for  perfons  afflidled  with 
the  leprofy,  or  other  incurable  difeafes,  who 
are  fent  thither  from  Batavia.  It  is  iupported 
by  the  alms  of  both  Europeans  and  Javanefe, 
but  the  latter  contribute  the  largeft  fhare. 

The  ifland  of  Edam  lies  about  three  leagues 
n.n.e.  from  Batavia.  It  is  about  half  an 
hour’s  walk  in  circumference.  It  is  very 
woody,  and  has  abundance  of  large  and  an¬ 
cient  trees.  Among  them  is  one,  the  trunk  of 
which  is  fo  large,  that  twenty  men,  with 
their  arms  extended,  are  not  enough  to  en- 
compafs  it ;  its  outward  branches  flioot 
4  down- 
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downwards,  and  taking  root,  as  foon  as  they 
reach  the  earth,  grow  up  again  into  trees  ; 
I  faw  l'ome  of  them  that  were  already  two 
feet  thick ;  it  is  efteemed  holy  by  the  Ja~ 
vanefe,  and  is  much  venerated  by  them  *. 
The  Company  have  fome  warehoufes  on  this 
ifland,  for  fait ;  but  the  chief  ufe  they  make 
of  it,  is  as  a  place  of  exile  for  criminals,  who 
are  employed  in  making  of  cordage  ;  and 
over  whom  a  fhip’s  captain  is  placed  as 
commandant. 

*  This  is  thebanian-tree,jf«tf  indicat  or  Indian  fig*tree.  T, 
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BOOK  III. 


OBSERVATIONS  RESPECTING  BENGAL. 

CHAPTER  I. 

Situation  and  Extent  of  Bengal. — Seafons. — Wea¬ 
ther.  Objervations  rejpeamg  the  Degrees  of 
Heat. — Monfoons. —  Nature  of  the  Country. — 
Productions. — Soil. — Trees. — Ufes  of  the  Cocoanut- 
tree. —  Fruit-trees. — ■  Vegetables. —  Tanks. — The 
River  Ganges. — Channels  communicating  with 
it. —  Sandbanks  at  the  Entrance  of  Ho  ugly 
River. — • Currents . — Rife  and  Fall  of  the  River. — 
The  Water  of  it  muddy. — How  clarifie  for  drink¬ 
ing. —  Reputed  Sanftity  of  the  Ganges.  —  Pil¬ 
grimages  to  it  from  all  Parts  of  India. 

The  kingdom  of  Bengal ,  which  is  the 
rnoft  eaftern  province  of  the  empire  of  In- 
doftan,  is  bounded,  on  the  fouthweft,  by  the 
kingdom  of  Qrixa ,  on  the  weft,  by  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Maha ,  on  the  north,  by  Mongheir , 
and  Bahar,  on  the  eaft  and  foutheaft,  by  the 
kingdom  of  Aracan ,  and  on  the  fouth,  by 
vol.  i.  c  c  the 
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the  deep  gulph,  which  is  called  the  Bay  of 
Bengal.  It  is  computed  to  be  full  ninety 
leagues  in  length,  from  the  fea,  to  Rajamahel, 
and  nearly  as  much  in  breadth. 

It  lies  between  the  twenty-firfi:  and  twen- 
ty-feventh  degrees  of  north  lqfitude,  and 
thus  between  the  fame  parallels  as  the  Canary 
iflands.  Its  medium  longitude  is  105°  eaft 
from  'Teneriff'e,  the  fun  being  on  the  meri¬ 
dian  almoft  five  hours  and  a  half  fooner 
than  at  Amjlerdam. 

The  year  is  divided  into  two  feafons, 
which  are  called  the  warm  and  the  cold 
feafons. 

The  cold  feafon  commences  in  the  month 
of  November,  and  lafts  till  the  beginning 
of  February.  Raw  northerly  winds  are 
then  very  prevalent,  which  bring  with 
them  a  degree  of  cold,  fo  that  fometimes,  in 
the  morning,  before  funrife,  thick  clothe? 
arc  very  comfortable.  It  is  then  likewife  fre¬ 
quently  very  foggy,  but  the  miff  is  difiipated 
about  eight  or  nine  o’clock,  when  the  fun 
begins  to  be  powerful.  For  the  remainder 
of  the  day,  the  fkv  is  perfectly  fine  and  clear, 
fo  that  no  clouds  whatever  appear  in  the  air, 
for  many  days  together. 


The 
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The  beginning  of  this  feafon,  is  the  time 
for  colle&ing  the  beft  fruits  of  the  field,  and 
the  land  appears  reanimated,  in  proportion 
as.  the  burning  heat  diminifhes. 

In  the  beginning  or  middle  of  February, 
when  the  fun  begins  to  approach  the  line, 
the  heat  like  wife  augments  from  day  to  day. 
The  winds,  which,  for  feveral  preceding 
months,  had  blown  from  the  north,  begin  to 
fhift,  become  variable,  and  run  round  to  the 
fouth  and  fouthweft,  whence  they  continue 
to  blo^  till  September  or  Odtober.  The 
Iky  begins  to  become  cloudy,  and  the  wea¬ 
ther  is,  at  funfet,  fhowery  and  ftormy,  fre¬ 
quently  burfting  out  in  violent  fqualls,  ac¬ 
companied  by  heavy  fhowers  of  rain,  thun¬ 
der,  and  lightning. 

I  have  feen  halftones,  and  pieces  of  fleet, 
which  fell  in  Bengal ,  in  the  month  of 
February,  and  were  as  large  as  a  pigeon’s 
egg* 

The  rainy  feafon  commences  in  May, 
and  continues  to  the  latter  end  of  Auguft. 
The  heat  is,  at  that  time,  infupportable. 

As  foon  as  the  fun  has  again  pafled  the 
line,  the  heat  begins  to  decreafe,  till,  in  the 
month  of  Odlober,  it  is  tolerably  moderate. 

c  c  2  •  I  ob- 
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I  obferved  the  degrees  of  heat,  nearly 
every  day,  by  a  thermometer  of  Fahrenheit, 
from  the  beginning  of  O&ober,  till  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  April.  The  thermometer  was  hung 
in  the  open  air,  againd  a  wall,  facing  tl\e 
north,  and  there  were  no  buildings  oppofite, 
by  which  the  rays  of  <the  fan  could  be  re- 
fle&ed.  The  greated  degree  of  heat,  was 
generally  about  two  o’clock,  or  half  part,  in 
the  afternoon,  and  the  lead,  about  an  hour 
before  fanrife,  in  the  morning. 

In  O&ober,  the  greated  heat,  in^the  af¬ 
ternoon,  was  940,  with  a  northerly  wind,  and 
clear  Iky ;  the  leaf!:  heat,  in  the  fame  month, 
in  the  afternoon,  was  85°,  wind  and  wea¬ 
ther  as  before  ;  the  lowed  degree,  before 
fanrife,  with  a  northerly  wind,  was  70°. 

In  November*  the  highed,  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  89°,  wind  northead,  a  clear  Iky  ;  the 
lowed:,  in  the  afternoon,  8i°,  wind  north, 
clear  weather  ;  and  the  lowed,  before  fan- 
rife,  6o°,  wind  north,  foggy  weather. 

In  December,  the  highed,  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  88§°,  wind  ead,  a  clear  Iky;  the 
lowed,  in  the  afternoon,  76°,  wind  north, 
clear  Iky  ;  and  the  lowed,  before  fanrife, 
5 20,  wind  north,  clear  weather. 

In 
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In  January,  the  higheft,  in  the  afternoon, 
85°,  wind  fouth  weft,  clear  Iky  j  the  loweft, 
in  the  afternoon,  740,  wind  north,  clear 
Iky ;  and  the  loweft,  before  funrife,  63°, 
wind  northeaft,  clear  weather. 

In  February,  the  higheft  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  92°,  wind  fouth,  clear  Iky  ;  the 
loweft,  in  the  afternoon,  76°,  wind  weft, 
cloudy;  and  the  loweft,  before  funrife,  68°, 
wind  fouth,  clear  weather. 

In  March,  the  higheft,  in  the  afternoon, 
104°,  wind  fouth,  clear  Iky;  the  loweft,  in 
the  afternoon,  930,  calm,  and  cloudy;  and 
the  loweft,  before  funrife,  720,  wind.fputh, 
clear  weather. 

On  the  3d  of  April,  when  we  failed  down 
the  Ganges ,  the  thermometer  flood,  at  three 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  at  ioi°.  I  then 
caufed  it  to  be  let  down  into  the  river,  five 
or  fix  feet  under  the  furface  of  the  water, 
and  drawing  it  fuddenly  up  again,  I  found 
that  the  mercury  had  fallen  to  86°.  Upon 
hanging  it  up  in  its  place,  it  fell,  two 
minutes  afterwards,  to  S30,  but  it  rofe  again, 
by  degrees,  in  the  fpace  of  feven  minutes,  to 
98°.  Some  obfervations  were  commu¬ 
nicated  to  me,  which  were  made  in  the 
c  c  3  month 
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month  of  May,  1769,  by  which  it  appears, 
that  the  mercury  then  rofe  as  high  as  iio°  ; 
and  a  gentleman  of  my  acquaintance,  who 
Was  at  Patna ,  in  that  month,  informed  me, 
that  there  it  had  even  rifen  to  the  top  of  the 
tube. 

The  winds  generally  blow  here,  through¬ 
out  the  year,  either  dire#  north,  or  direft 
fouth  ;  part  of  the  year  from  the  one  point, 
and  the  remaining  part  from  the  oppofite 
point.  The  fame  wind  which  prevails  at 
land,  blows  like  wife  at  fea,  along  the  coaft 
of  Coromandel ,  and  the  Bay  of  Bengal. 

When  the  monfoons  break  up,  that  is, 
when  the  wind  varies  from  the  north  to  the 
fouth,  or  from  the  fouth  to  the  north,  the 
change  is  often  accompanied  by  violent  fqualls, 
and  whirlwinds.  When  one  of  thefe  rages 
remarkably  fierce,  it  receives  the  denomina¬ 
tion  of  the  elephant ;  and  it  is  fcarcely  poffi- 
ble  for  a  fliip,  when  overtaken  by  one  of 
thefe  tornadoes,  to  brave  its  fury. 

In  the  year  1754,  in  the  month  of  O6I0- 
ber,  five  of  our  Company’s  fhips,  which 
were  at  anchor  in  Fultah  roads,  were  forced 
on  fhore,  and  bulged,  by  this  dreadful  hur¬ 
ricane ;  a  fixth,  which  was  equally  driven 

on 
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on  jfhore,  was  got  off  again  with  difficulty. 
The  change  of  the  monfoons,  however, 
fometimes  takes  place,  without  any  of  thefe 
ftorms  arifing  from  it. 

Bengal  is  a  low  and  flat  country,  and  very 
fertile,  in  which  it  excels  every  other  coun¬ 
try  of  Afia.  It  provides  many  of  them  with 
rice,  and  other  provifions  *  and  furnilhes 
various  important  articles  of  commerce,  cot¬ 
tons,  filk,  faltpetre,  opium,  &c.  which  are 
exported  both  to  other  parts  of  the  eaft, 
and  to  Europe. 

Befides  rice,  which  is  the  bread  of  the 
natives,  both  here,  and  throughout  the  reft 
of  India,  Bengal  produces  alfo  very  good 
wheat,  which  ufed  formerly  even  to  be  fent 
to  Batavia ;  but  this  is  now  prohibited,  in 
order  to  favour,  as  much  as  poflible,  the 
corn-trade  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

The  foil  is  rich  and  loamy,  and  is  eafily 
cultivated.  No  manure  is  ever  ufed,  al¬ 
though  the  ground  be  Town  every  year ;  for 

*  Bengal  furnilhes  provifions  for  mod  of  the  neighbouring 
countries;  it  provides  the  inhabitants  of  the  mountains  of 
Cajhmere,  and  of  the  elevated  plains  of  Thibet,  with  both  rice 
and  wheat,  in  return  for  their  fhawls,  gold,  and  mu  ft:.  The 
emperor  Aurengzebe  emphatically  ftyled  it,  the  Paradife  of 
Nations,  T. 
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the  heavy  rains  and  inundations  fatten  the 
land.  Bad  harvefts  occur  very  feldom. 
Befides  the  extenfive  forefts,  and  fmaller 
groves,  which  are  met  with  at  intervals,  the 
country  abounds  in  fingle  trees,  fcattered 
over  the  face  of  it.  None  of  the  forts  which 
flourifh  in  Holland,  are  feen  here. 

There  is  one  kind,  which  deferves  par¬ 
ticular  notice.  It  is  the  fame,  which  I  have 
already  mentioned,  as  growing  on  the  ifland 
Edam ,  before  Batavia  (the  banian,  or  Indian 
fig-tree),  the  branches  of  which  tend  down¬ 
wards,  and  taking  root,  fhoot  up  again  into 
trees.  The  Bengalefe  are,  equally  with 
the  Javanefe,  impreffed  with  the  idea  of  the 
fan&ity  of  thefe  trees. 

Various  kinds  of  fruit-trees  flourifh  here, 
among  which  the  cocoanut-palm  deferves 
the  firfh  place  ;  not  fo  much,  becaufe  it  is 
produced  in  great  abundance,  as  on  account 
of  its  univerial  utility  ;  for  there  is  no  tree 
in  India,  and  probably  none  in  the  world, 
that  contributes  fo  much  to  fupply  the  wants 
of  man,  as  the  cocoanut-tree. 

It  is  propagated  from  a  ripe  nut,  and  in  a 
few  years,  erects  its  ftraight  and  lofty  hem, 
above  the  other  trees  of  the  grove.  When 

full 
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full  grown,  it  is  generally  fourteen  or  fifteen 
inches  thick,  all  the  way  up.  It  grows  to 
the  height  of  fifty  feet,  and  higher,  without 
fending  forth  any  branches,  than  at  the  top,  ^ 
where  it  expands  into  a  leafy  crown,  con- 
fifting  of  tender  branches,  or  {hoots,  which 
have  nothing  ligneous  in  them,  and  to  which 
the  thick  leaves  are  attached,  in  pairs;  thefe 
are  about  two  feet  long,  and  three  inches 
broad,  they  gradually  grow  {mailer  towards 
the  extremities  of  the  branches,  which^nd 
in  a  pointed  leaf. 

The  nuts  are  produced  upon  the  tender 
branches,  clofe  to  the  ftem,  and  grow  in 
bunches  of  five  or  fix. 

When  the  fruit  is  green,  it  is  filled  with 
a  pieafant,  fweetilh  liquor,  which  is  very 
cool,  and  refrefhing,  and  is  much  drank  in 
the  Indies,  both  by  the  natives,  and  by  Eu¬ 
ropeans.  When  it  begins  to  be  riper,  the 
juice  tffickens,  and  adheres  to  the  {hell  in  a 
kind  of  creamy  pulp,  which  is  very  refrefh¬ 
ing  as  well  as  nutritive,  and  is  called  liplap. 
When  the  nut  is  quite  ripe,  the  infide  be¬ 
comes  a  hard  and  white  kernel,  and,  in  this 
{late,  it  is  often  brought  to  Europe. 

When  this  white  kernel  is  boiled  and 
prelfed, 
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prefled,  it  affords  an  oil,  which  is  ufed  in- 
Head  of  butter  by  the  Indians,  wherever  the 
cocoanut  is  produced,  throughout  the  eaft. 
It  has  much  refemblance  to  oil  of  almonds ; 
but  when  it  has  flood  for  a  few  weeks,  it 
lofes  its  pleafantnefs,  and  becomes  rank ;  it 
then,  however,  ferves  for  greafe,  or  to 
burn,  or  for  other  neceffary  ufes. 

The  hard  fhell  is  made  into  drinking- 
veflels,  and  ufed  for  a  variety  of  domeftic 
purpofes. 

The  fibrous  integument  tha-t  furrounds 
the  Ihell,  is  ufed,  infiead  of  hemp,  for  the 
manufa&ure  of  cordage,  which  is  called 
coir,  and  is  brought,  in  confiderable  quan¬ 
tities,  from  Ceylon,  and_the  coaft  of  Malabar , 
to  Batavia.  Cables  are  even  made  of  it,  of 
twenty,  and  more,  inches  thick,  which  are 
found  to  be  as  good,  and,  in  fome  cafes, 
better,  than  European  ones  of  hemp.  By 
their  lightnefs,  they  float  upon  the  water, 
and  by  their  elafticity,  they  are  capajyje  of 
great  extenfion  and  contradlian  *. 

The 

*  Captain  Tho.  Forrest  gives  his  teflimony  to  the  ex¬ 
cellence  of  the  coir  for  cables ;  “  being  elaftic,  it  gives  fo 
“•  much  play  to  a.  Ihip  that  rides  hard  at  anchor,  that,  with  a 
“  cable 
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The  leaves  are  ufed  by  the  natives  for 
roofing  their  houfes,  or  huts,  in  the  room  of 
fhaw,  or  tiles.  They  are  likewife  ufed  to 
write,  or  rather  to  engrave,  upon,  with  an 
iron  pin. 

The  wood  of  the  ftera,  is  ufed  for  fire¬ 
wood,  and  cannot  be  employed  in  any  other 
way,  on  account  of  its  brittlenefs. 

The  other  fruit-trees,  are  mangos,  guavas, 
mulberry-trees,  lime-trees,  and  a  few 
orange-trees.  The  pifang ,  or  banana,  is 
alfo  produced  here,  but  not  in  large  quan¬ 
tities.  Likewife  the  Juri- tree,  which  af¬ 
fords,  by  incifion  in  the  Hem,  a  clear  and 
fweet  juice,  which  is  collefted  in  pots,  and 
forms  an  agreeable  liquor,  of  an  intoxicating 
quality ;  in  a  few  days,  however,  it  Ipoils, 
and  turns  four ;  it  is  then  ufed  as  vinegar. 

Many  kinds  of  vegetables,  which  are  na¬ 
tives  of  other  climates,  are  cultivated  in 
gardens  here,  peas,  beans,  falad,  purflane, 

<4  cabto^of  one  hundred  and  twenty  fathoms,  the  fhips  retire 
“  or  give  way,  fometimes  half  their  length,  when  oppofedtoa 
“  heavy  fea,  and  inftantly  (hoot  a  head  again ;  the  coir-cable, 
“  after  being  finedrawn,  recovering  its  (ize  and  fpring. 
“  Hempen  cables  are  ftrong  and  flubborn,  and  (hips  often 
“  founder  that  ride  by  them,  becaufe  nothing  ftretches  or 
“  gives  way ;  the  coir  yields  and  recovers.”  T. 
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fpinage,  all  forts  of  cabbages,  radifhes,  afpa- 
ragus,  and  others ;  but  they  are  only  to  be 
had,  during  the  colder  feafon,  and  require 
great  attention  and  care  in  the  rearing  of 
them ;  they  muft  be  watered  twice  a  day, 
or  they  would  dry  up,  and  come  to  nothing. 
In  the  warm  leafon,  nothing  of  the  kind 
is  feen,  except  fome  fpinage  and  cucumbers. 

Throughout  the  land,  where  it  is  inha¬ 
bited,  numerous  refervoirs,  of  an  oblong 
fquare  fhape,  but  of  various  fizes,  are  dug 
in  the  earth  ;  they  are  frequently  more  than 
an  acre  in  extent ;  they  are  called  tanks. 
They  are  filled  with  water  in  the  rainy  fea¬ 
fon,  and  afford  the  inhabitants,  during  the 
following  dry  months,  a  provifion  of  water, 
of  a  better  quality  and  appearance,  than 
that  of  the  Ganges ,  which  is  always  thick 
and  muddy. 

There  is  a  fort  of  fifh,  which  is  found  in 
thefe  tanks,  which,  in  tafte,  has  much 
analogy  with  our  carp. 

The  river  Ganges  runs  through  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  Bengal.  It  derives  its  fource,  it  is 
faid,  from  the  mountains  of  Thibet but  a 
French  ecclefiaftic  of  C bander nagore ,  who 
had  been  a  miffionary  for  fevcral  years  in 
Thibet , 
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'Thibet)  afiured  me,  that  the  fources  of  the 
Ganges,  are  not  to  be  found  in  that  country, 
as  he  had  taken  the  greateft  pains  to  dif- 
cover  them ;  the  inhabitants  too,  informed 
him,  that  they  were  fituated  much  farther 
to  the  north*.  The  river  runs  in  a  fouth- 

eafl 


*  Amongft  other  etymologies,  the  name  of  the  river 
Ganges,  has  been  derived  from  Gang,  which  in  Perfian,  as 
Wanka  in  the  Hindoo  diaieil,  fignifies  •winding,  arched.  Bent ; 
the  remarkable  finuofities  of  the  river,  give  great  probability 
to  this  derivation.  Refptfting  the  true  fource  of  the  Ganges , 
much  uncertainty  ftill  prevails.  In  vain,  one  of  the  moft 
powerful  fovereigns  of  Indojlan,  the  emperor  Acear,  at  the 
clofe  of  the  fixteenth  century,  fent  a  number  of  men,  an 
army  of  difcoverers,  provided  with  every  necelTary,  and  the 
moft  potent  recommendations,  to  explore  the  courfe  of  the 
mighty  river,  which  adorned  and  fertilized  the  vaft  extent  of 
his  dominions ;  they  were  not  able  to  penetrate  beyond  the 
famous  mouth  of  the  cow ;  this  is  an  immenfe  aperture,  in  a 
ridge  of  the  mountains  of  Thibet,  to  which  the  natives  of  India 
have  given  this  appellation,  from  the  fancied,  or  real,  refem- 
blance  of  the  rocks,  which  form  the  ftupendous  chafm,  to  the 
mouth  of  an  animal,  efteemed  facred,  throughout  Indojlan, 
from  the  remoteft  antiquity  :  ftom  this  opening,  the  Ganges, 
precipitating  itfeif  into  a  large  and  deep  bafon,  at  the  foot  of 
the  mountains,  forms  a  cataraft,  which  is  called  Gangotri ;  the 
impra&icability  of  fcaling  thefe  precipitous  rocks,  and  advanc¬ 
ing  beyond  this  formidable  pafs,  has  prevented  the  tracing 
whence  this  ru filing  mafs  of  water  takes  its  primary  rife ; 
euttarancm,  is  the  Sanfcreet  verb,  to  make  a  leap,  Gangotri, 
therefore,  means  the  leap,  or  full  of  the  Ganges ;  this  cataraft 

is 
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raft  dire&ion,  through  the  empire  of  In- 
doftan.  It  feparates  into  two  great  branches, 
a  few  leagues  above  Cajfimba%ar  ;  the  eaft- 
ern  arm,  is  again  divided  into  feveral 
fmaller  branches,  the  principal  of  which 
runs  paft  the  city  of  Dacca,  and  falls  into 
the  lea,  at  Chittigong.  The  other,  or  weft- 
ern  arm,  which  is  generally  called  the  river 
of  Hougly ,  runs  pall  Bandel,  Hougly ,  Chin- 
furah ,  Chandernagore ,  Calcutta ,  &c.  and 
falls  into  the  Bay  of  Bengal ,  at  Ingellee. 

is  fituated  in  330  north  lat.  and  about  75°  eaft  long,  from 
Greenwich.  The  Ganges  has  been  fuppofej  to  extend  much 
farther  north,  beyond  Gangotri ;  but  here,  all  is  uncertainty, 
and  darknefs.  In  Major  Rennel’s  map,  followed,  for  this 
part  of  it,  from  one  oi  Thibet,  made  by  the  Chinefe  lamas ,  fent 
by  the  emperor  Canghi,  to  difcover  the  fource  of  the  Ganges t 
and  corrected  and  publifhed  by  the  celebrated  Danville,  the 
river  is  made  to  take  its  rife  in  the  Cataifjian  mountains,  and 
palling  through  two  lakes,  to  run  in  a  wefterly  dire&ion  to¬ 
wards  Gangotri ;  but  M.  Anquetil  dd  Perron,  in  his 
Recherche:  Hiftoriques  &  Geographiques  fur  I'lnde ,  undertakes  to 
prove,  that  the  river,  here  taken  to  be  the  Ganges,  from  the 
reports  of  the  Chinefe  lamas,  is,  in  reality,  the  Gagra,  or 
Devtai ,  which  falls  into  the  Ganges,  at  Fatepcre  ;  and  that  the 
true  fource  of  the  Ganges,  is  (fill  wholly  unknown  to  the  Eu¬ 
ropeans:  indeed  Major  Rennel  acknowledges,  that  he  con- 
fiders  this  part  of  the  map  of  the  Chinefe  lamas,  as  extremely 
vague,  but  that  he  was  obliged  to  make  ufe  of  it,  for  want  of 
better  materials,  and  that  a  vaft  field  flill  remains  for  the  per- 
feftioning  of  Afiatic  geography.  T. 
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The  country  is  every  where  interfered, 
with  large  and  broad  channels,  which  all 
run  into  .the  Ganges.  All  merchandize  is 
conveyed,  by  means  of  thefe  paflages,  with 
great  facility,  from  one  place  to  the  other, 
throughout  the  land,  and  the  chief  branches 
of  the  river  communicate  hereby  with  each 
other.  It  is  entirely  unknown,  whether 
thefe  channels  have  been  dug  by  the  hands 
of  men,  or  made  by  the  operations  of  nature. 

They  are  agreeably  bordered,  on  either 
fide,  with  many  towns  and  villages,  and 
with  pleafant  fields,  of  arable  and  pafture- 
land  j  which  renders  the  face  of  the  coun¬ 
try  very  beautiful. 

Among  thefe  channels,  there  are  fome, 
which  are  wide  and  deep  enough,  to  be  navi¬ 
gable  for  large  fhips.  The  Haze ,  or  Hare 
Channel,  is  one  of  the  moll  confiderable ;  it 
runs  ftraight  through  the  country,  into  the 
arm  of  the  river  that  runs  by  Dacca.  It 
was,  as  I  have  already  related,  examined  by1 
the  Dutch  pilots,  in  the  year  1768.  They 
found  lufficient  depth  and  room  along  its 
whole  extent,  for  large  fhips,  but  for  other 
reafons,  it  was  not  judged  advifable,  that 
fhips 
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fhips  fhould  be  carried  out  to  Tea  through 
this  paffage*. 

There  are  large  and  dangerous  banks, 
which  lie  before  the  mouth  of  the  river,  of 
which  I  have  made  mention,  in  the  journal 
of  my  voyage  -j~.  The  river  itfelf  is,  every 
where 


*  See  pages  105  and  106,  of  this  volume.  T. 

+  Thefe  fands  are  diltinguifhed  by  the  Englifh,  by  the  ap¬ 
pellation  of  the  weftern  and  eaftern  Braces,  Barabulla-fand, 
Long-fand,  and  Gafper-l’and,  or  the  eaftern  fea-reef.  The 
braces  are  two  hard  flats,  lying  to  the  fouthward  of  the  Beer- 
cool  fhore;  they  are  detached  from  the  land  by  a  tolerable 
channel,  of  three  fathoms  water  or  more ;  and  they  feparate 
Ra: afore  road,  from  the  entrance  of  Hougly  river.  The  weft¬ 
ern  Brace  is  about  five  miles  broad  at  the  north  end ;  it  lies 
north  by  eaft,  and  fouth  by  weft,  being  feven  leagues  long ; 
but  from  the  middle  to  the  fouth  end,  it  is  little  more  than 
two  miles  broad  ;  the  depth,  at  low  water,  upon  the  Brace,  is 
at  the  north  end,  two  fathoms  ;  at  the  eroding  track,  which  is 
a  fpace  athwart  the  Braces,  about  two  miles  broad,  in  the 
direflion  of  eaft  by  north,  three  fathoms ;  and  thence  to  the 
fouthward  it  gradually  increafes  to  eight  fathoms;  after  which 
there  is  no  more  hard  ground.  The  eaftern  Brace,  is  four 
miles  broad,  from  the  north  end  down  to  the  crofting  track; 
and  thence  to  the  fouth  end,  it  tapers  away  to  a  point,  and 
bends  round  in  a  circle  to  the  s.e.  The  whole  length  of  the 
Brace  is  twelve  leagues,  and  the  hard  ground  at  its  fouthern 
extremity  is  called  the  weftern  fea-reef;  on  the  north  end  of 
the  Brace,  there  is  fomething  lefs  than  one  fathom,  at  low 
water;  and  the  depth  increafes  gradually  to  the  fouthward; 
there  being  two  fathoms  on  the  crofting  tack,  and  from  three. 
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where,  filled  with  fandbanks,  as  well  in 
the  middle  of  the  channel,  as  on  the  Tides, 

tt>  three  and  a  half,  at  its  fouthem  point.’  Parabulia  is  a  fand, 
which  begins  about  three  leagues  fouth  by  weft  from  the 
pagoda  of  Ingellee ,  and  extends  s.s.w.  about  ten  miles;  the 
north  end  is  called  the  bead,  and  the  fouth  end  the  tail ,  of  the 
Barabulla ;  the  firft  is  very  flioal,  having  only  half  a  fathom, 
or  fo,  at  low  water;  it  is  very  dangerous,  there  being  five 
fathoms  in  the  channel  clofe  by  it;  the  tail  of  this  fand  has 
not  much  lefs  water  upon  it  than  there  is  in  the  channel,  only 
it  is  broken  ground,  and  overfalls  of  about  half  a  fathom, 
every  call:  of  the  lead.  Long-fand  begins  at  Cajoree  point, 
and  extends  to  the  fouthward,  to  latitude  zi°  18'  north ;  it  is, 
in  all,  thirty-five  miles  long  ;  its  width  is  various,  but  gene¬ 
rally  it  is  narrow,  having  many  patches,  which  are  dry  at  low- 
water  ;  the  directions  in  which  it  lies,  are  fouth  by  weft,  and 
north  by  eaft ;  the  paflages  called  Cockerlees,  are  fvvatches 
through  the  Long- fand;  of  thefe  there  are  three,  one  juft  by 
Cajoree  point,  another  between  four  and  five  miles  more 
foutherly,  and  the  third  is  diredtly  eaft  from  the  buoy  of 
Ingellee.  Gafper-fdnd  is  the  greateft  of  all  thofe  in  the  Hougly 
entrance ;  it  begins  a  little  to  the  fouthweftward  of  Mud-point, 
in  latitude  ai"  57'  north,  and  goes,  fouth  by  weft,  twenty 
miles,  where  it  bends  round  near  Sagor  ifland,  foutheaftward, 
and  extends  as  far  as  latitude  mQ ;  the  north  end  of  this  fand 
is  called  the  Mizen;  it  is  very  broad,  and  fills  up  the  whole 
entrance,  leaving  only  a  channel  on  each  fide,  of  which,  one 
is  the  road  of  Cajoree  ;  the  middle  part  is  called  Gafper,  which, 
to  the  northward  of  Sagor ,  is  narrow,  and  to  the  fouthward 
broad;  the  fouth  end  is  called  the  eaftern  lea-  reef ;  but  the 
whole  is  one  continued  fand,  with  various  depths  of  water 
upon  it ;  and  many  patches,  which  are  dry  at  low  water ;  it 
is  detached  from  the  eaftern  ftiore  and  Sagor  ifland,  by  a  very 
good  channel.  T. 
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which  renders  the  navigation  very  dan¬ 
gerous. 

It  is  at  its  greateft  elevation,  and  its 
ftrongeft  afflux,  in  the  months  of  July, 
Auguft,  and  September.  It  then  overflows 
its  banks,  and  inundates  the  adjacent  coun¬ 
try.  Both  flood  and  ebb,  are  then  io  violent, 
that  they  threaten  to  carry  every  thing  be¬ 
fore  them. 

The  flood  begins,  even  before  the  ebb  has 
fubfided,  and  this  does  not  take  place  flowly 
and  gradually,  but  with  a  great  force  and 
noife,  fo  that  its  approach  may  be  heard  at 
the  diftance  of  a  league. 

The  water  rifes  fometimes,  at  once,  to 
the  elevation  of  fix  or  eight  feet,  or  higher. 
Nothing  can  refift  its  fury.  Ships  are  torn 
from  their  anchors,  and  carried  with  im- 
petuofity  along  with  the  current,  unlefs  they 
take  care  to  change  their  pofition  betimes, 
lo  as  to  be  iheltered  from  the  effedts  of  the 
baan  (as  it  is  here  called),  into  places  where 
it  does  not  reach,  or  where  its  force  is 
broken.  It  runs  up  by  Fultah ,  but  along 
the  oppofite  fhore,  and  not  on  that  fide 
where  the  thips,  in  general,  are  moored. 

Its 
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Its  greatefl  flrength  Is  between  Serampore 
and  Hougly. 

The  bed  of  the  river  is  a  foft  mud  ;  but 
the  fhoals  in  it  are  a  hard  quickfand. 

The  river  is  at  the  ldweft,  in  the  months 
of  March  and  April.  At  Chinfurah ,  where 
our  Company  have  their  fadtory,  there  is 
but  a  narrow  creek  left,  at  that  time,  at  low 
water,  running  along  the  oppofite  fhore. 

The  breadth  of  the  river,  at  the  mouth, 
by  Ingellee ,  is  about  four  German  leagues. 
It  narrows  by  degrees,  f<^  that  at  and  above 
Chinfurah  it  is  not  much'  more  than  half  a 
league  over. 

By  the  violent  afflux,  the  water  is  always 
thick  and  muddy,  and  is  not  very  fit  for 
drinking  until  it  has  flood  flill  for  fome 
time,  to  fettle.  In  order  to  clarify  it  with 
expedition,  a  fort  of  fmall  beans,  which 
grow  here,  are  made  ufe  of.  One  of  thefe 
beans,  is  rubbed  to  pieces  upon  a  flone,  with 
a  little  water ;  it  is  then  put  into  a  calk  of 
the  river-water,  and,  in  the  fpace  offixhours, 
it  makes  it  perfectly  clear,  and  fit  for  keep¬ 
ing  a  long  time  at  fea. 

From  Ingellee  to  Chinfurah ,  where  the 
river  is  navigable  for  large  fhips,  the  depth 
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of  water  is  from  three  and  a  half  to  eleven 
and  twelve  fathoms. 

The  waters  of  the  Ganges  are  efteemed 
holy,  and  the  river  facred,  by  all  the  In¬ 
dians,  who  inhabit  Bengal ,  Orlxa,  Golconda , 
Coromandel ,  and  the  neighbouring  countries. 
The  Gentoos  worfhip  the  Ganges  as  a  divi¬ 
nity,  and  an  annual  feftival  is  held  in  its 
honour.  They  conceive  that  by  walhing  in 
its  holy  waters,  they  are  purified  from  all 
their  fins ;  and  thofe  who  live  near  the  river, 
perform  an  ablution  in  it,  at  leaft,  once 
every  day.  Thofe  ^tlo  have  no  opportuni¬ 
ty  of  doing  this,  and  who  live  too  far  inland, 
come,  once  a  year,  from  all  parts  of  the 
country,  as  far  as  thirty  days’  journey,  and 
farther,  to  cleanfe  both  their  bodies  and  their 
fouls  in  the  facred  wave. 

The  number  of  people,  whom  I  faw  ar¬ 
rive  in  the  latter  end  of  March,  at  Hougly 
and  Terbonee,  for  the  above  purpofe,  was  in¬ 
credible.  The  concourfe  continued  for  three 
days  together.  All  of  them,  whether  men, 
women,  or  children,  when  they  had  wathed 
themfelves,  and  fet  off  on  their  return  home, 
carried  with  them  fome  of  the  river-water, 
in  velfels,  which  they  had  brought  for  that 
purpofe. 
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purpofe,  for  the  ufe  of  fuch  of  their  relatives 
and  friends,  as  had  been  left  behind,  and 
who,  by  age  or  infirmity,  were  incapacitated 
for  performing  the  journey  *. 

*  A  confiderable  trade  is  carried  on  by  the  pilgrims  who  re* 
turn  from  the  Ganges,  and  the  price  of  the  holy  water  bears  a 
proportion  to  the  diftance  from  the  river  of  the  place  where  it 
is  fold.  It  is  chiefly  carried  in  large  flalks  or  bottles,  holding 
nearly  five  quarts  each,  fufpended  at  either  end  of  a  bamboo, 
which  refts  upon  the  fhoulders.  T. 


D  D  3 


CHAP- 


[  4o6  ] 


CHAPTER  II. 

Inhabitants  of  Bengal. — Their  Appearance. —  Tem¬ 
per  and  Character.  —  Women.  — ■  Prof  itut  ion. — 
Caftes. — Artifans. — Drefs  of  the  Men. — Of  the 
Women. — Food. — Religion. — Feftivals.  — -  FeJHval 
of  the  Ganges. — Ceremonies  obferved  at  it. — 
Its  Purport. — Feftival  of  Hooks,  fo  called  by  Eu¬ 
ropeans.  —  Singular  Torments  they  undergo.  — 
Their  Superftition. — Pagodas.— -Idols. — Offerings. 
Brahmins. — Faquirs. — Strange  Penances.  — Con¬ 
jurers  and  Serpent-Charmers. — Curious  Feats  per¬ 
formed  by  the  latter.- — Dancing  Girl}. — Their 
Drefs. — Dances. — Licentioufnefs. 

Bengal  is  peopled  by  various  nations ; 
but  the  principal  are  the  Moguls,  or  Moors, 
as  they  are  improperly  called,  defendants 
of  the  Zagathais,  who,  a  little  more  than 
two  centuries  ago,  brought  this  kingdom, 
together  with  the  whole  of  the  empire  of 
Indojlan ,  under  their  fubjeflion  *. 

*  It  was  in  the  year  1525,  that  Baber,  one  of  the  defeend- 
ants  of  the  renowned  Timurbf.g,  or  Tamerlane,  got  pof- 
feflion  of  Dehly,  feated  himfelf  on  the  throne  of  Jndollan,  and 
properly  eftabliflied  the  Mogul  empire  in  India.  T. 
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Next  follow  the  Gentoos*,  or  Bengalefe; 
the  firft  appellation  they  have  in  common 
with  the  inhabitants  of  Coromandel ,  Golconda, 
and  the  greateft  part  of  Indojlan  ;  they  are  a 
hundred  times  more  numerous  than  the 
Moors. 

The  Bengalefe  do  not  differ  much  from 
the  Europeans  in  ftature ;  they  are  more  in¬ 
clined  to  fparenefs  than  to  corpulency  ;  their 
colour  is  dark-brown ;  their  hair  is  black, 
and  uncurled ;  they  are  well  made,  and  I 
faw  none  that  were  misfhapen,  or  lame,  ex¬ 
cept  fome  faquirs ,  who  had  fuffered  their 
bodies  to  grow  crooked,  from  religious  mo¬ 
tives.  Individuals  are  met  with,  who  are 
pf  a  lighter  brown  caft,  and  whofe  com¬ 
plexion  approaches  to  yellow  ;  but  thefe  al¬ 
liances  are  not  frequent. 

They  are,  in  general,  lazy,  luftful,  and 
pufillanimous.  Their  higheft  felicity  feems 
to  be  placed  in  idlenefs  and  fleep ;  and  were 
they  not  forced,  by  the  wants  of  their  na- 

*  Genlio  is  a  Portugyefe  word,  meaning  Gentiles ,  in  the  fcrip- 
tural  phrafe;  by  which  general  appellation  they  at  firft  called 
all  the  natives  of  India,  whether  Mahomedans  or  Hindoos. 
From  them  theterm  Gra/w  has  been  adopted,  by  which, a  ccord-  i 
ing  to  the  prefent  ufage,  the  Hindoos,  or  followers  of  Braenta , 
are  diftinguilhed  from  the  Mahomedans,  or  Mufiiilmen.  T. 
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ture,  to  apply  themfelves  to  fome  occupation, 
they  would  never  work  ;  for  nothing  lels 
than  hunger  or  third  fuffices  to  roufe  them 
from  their  beloved  date  of  indolence.  They 
are,  neverthelefs,  very  intelligent,  and  are 
not  deficient  in  underdanding,  efpecially 
not  in  imitative  genius.  Another  trait  of 
their  charader,  is  their  addition  to  dealing. 

I  have  been  told,  that  their  morals  were 
much  better,  and  their  behaviour  more 
manly,  before  the  Moguls  overran  their 
country,  and  introduced  the  Mahomedan 
religion,  and,  together  with  it,  innumerable 
vices,  which  were  before  both  unpradifed 
and  unknown. 

Although  mod  of  them  are  very  poor,  yet 
there  are  fome  of  the  banyans,  or  merchants, 
who  are  extremely  wealthy,  and  who  yet 
fpare  no  pains  whenever  they  can  earn  even 
half  a  rupee.  •  Thefe  men  are  very  fhrewd 
in  matters  of  trade,  and  are  able  to  make 
very  large  and  intricate  calculations,  which 
would  take  us  up  much  time,  in  a  moment, 
from  their  heads.  They  write  from  left  to 
right,  with  a  fplit  reed,  and  have  a  feparate 
alphabet,  compofed  of  charaders  which  are 
didind 
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diftina  from  thofe  of  the  Moors  and  Per- 
Hans. 

All  of  them,  carry  their  pufillanimity  to  a 
very  great  excefs  ;  one  European  is  enough 
to  put  fifty  of  them  to  flight;  the  leaft 
menace  awakens  the  fearfulnefs  of  their  dif- 
pofition,  and  is  fufficient  to  make  them  fly 
with  fpeed  from  the  threatener.  This  bent, 
however,  mull  be  chiefly  afcribed  to  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  their  religion,  which  inftils  into 
them  the  greateft  abhorrence  of  bloodfhed, 
from  their  childhood. 

The  women,  although  of  a  brown  com¬ 
plexion,  have  engaging  countenances,  and 
are  well  proportioned.  They  intrigue  with 
fpirit,  and  are  uncommonly  wanton.  They 
ufe  every  artifice  to  entrap  the  hearts  of 
their  male  acquaintance,  and  efpecially 
Grangers.  Proftitution  is  not  thought  a  dis¬ 
grace*:  there  are  every  where  licenfed 
places,  where  a  great  number  of  loofe 
women  are  kept ;  it  is  a  livelihood  that  is 
allowed  by  law,  upon  payment  to  the  fauf- 
dar ,  or  fheriff,  of  the  place,  of  a  certain  duty 
impofed  upon  the  perfons  of  the  females 
who  adopt  this  mode  of  life ;  they  are 
generally 
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generally  aflefied  at  half  a  rupee,  or  fifteen 
ftivers,  per  month. 

The  Gentoos  are  divided  into  various 
dalles,  called  cartes,  of  which,  as  1  have 
been  informed,  there  are  more  than  feventy. 
Of  thefe,  the  carte  of  the  Brahmins  is  the 
firll  and  nobleft,  and  that  of  the  Pareas , 
who  are  employed  in  the  removal  of  ordure 
and  carrion,  is  the  lowert  and  moft  delpifed. 

In  order  that  thefe  cartes,  may  each  re¬ 
main  pure,  and  unmingled  with  ithe  others, 
it  is  ena&ed,  that  no  Bengalefe,  lhall  marry 
a#woman,  who  is  of  a  lower  carte  than  his 
own,  or  if  he  do  fo,  he  lhall  then  defeend 
into  the  carte  of  his  wife.  The  fame  regu¬ 
lation  likewife  takes  place,  if  any  one,  have 
eaten  a  meal  with  anotherof  an  inferior  carte, 
in  which  cafe,  he  is  immediately  degraded 
to  the  rank  of  the  perfon  with  whom  he  has 
been  thus  familiar.  It  is  not  only  in  thefe 
cafes,  but  in  many  others,  that  a  man  lofes  the 
privileges  of  his  carte ;  for  which  realon,  they 
are  very  careful  not  to  do  any  thing  that  may 
give  occafion  hereto,  and  people  of  the 
higher  orders,  will  rather  fuffer  every  kind  of 
want,  than  fubmit  to  any  thing  derogatory 
to  their  dignity. 


Every 
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'Every  cafte  has  its  peculiar  means  of  live¬ 
lihood,  or  manual  trade,  by  which  they  are 
maintained,  and  which  is  inherited  from 
father  to  fon.  They  have  accordingly  op¬ 
portunities  of  making  great  progrefs  in  their 
refpe&ive  arts,  although  they  can  never  ex- 
pe£l  to  rife  above  the  ftation,  in  which  they 
are  born.  The  fon  of  a  Brahmin ,  becomes 
a  prieft,  or  a  man  of  letters,  juft  as  his  father. 
A  Cooley ,  or  labourer,  cultivates  the  foil,  as 
his  anceftors  did  before  him.  The  Ion  of  a 
Berra,  or  palenkeen-bearer,  continues  to 
carry  palankeens,  all  the  days  of  his  life. 
Artificers  confine  themfelves  to  one  fort  of 
work,  fo  that  a  goldfmith  will  not  work  in 
filver,  nor  a  filverfmith  in  gold.  In  the 
aurungs,  or  looms,  a  weaver  will  only  weave 
one  fingle  fort  of  fluff  during  his  whole  lifer 
unlefshe  be  compelled  to  take  another  in  hand. 

The  artificers  are  very  ingenious,  and  I 
have  feen  feveral  examples,  efpecially  of 
gold  and  filverfmiths,  which  are  fcarcely 
credible,  of  the  dexterity  with  which  they 
make  every  thing  that  can  be  formed  of 
thofe  metals  ;  if  they  have  but  a  proper 
model,  they  will  imitate  it  with  the  great- 
pft  exa&nefs  and  ingenuity.  They  perform 

their 
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their  work  with  fo  much  expedition  and 
neatnefs,  and  with  fo  little  apparatus,  and 
lo  few  implements,  than  an  European  ar- 
tift  would  be  aftonifhed  at  their  fuccefs. 
They  are  withal  very  poor.  The  workmen 
in  gold  or  filver,  are  frequently  only  little 
boys,  who  fit  every  day  on  the  bazar ,  or 
market,  waiting  till  they  are  called  to  exer- 
cife  their  trade  ;  when  one  of  them  is  called, 
he  comes  to  the  houfe,  where  he  is  wanted, 
with  his  implements,  which  he  carries  in  a 
little  bafket,  and  which  only  confift  of  a  very 
fmall  anvil,  a  hammer,  a  pair  of  pincers,  a 
few  files,  and  a  pair  of  bellows.  A  chaffing- 
difh,  or  pan  of  embers,  is  then  given  to  him, 
with  a  model  of  what  is  to  be  made ;  and 
the  gold  or  filver  is  weighed  off  to  him  by 
rupees ;  and  an  agreement  is  made  how 
many  annas ,  or  fixteenth  parts  of  a  rupee,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  work  that  is  to  be  done,  and 
the  trouble  required  to  finifli  it,  agreeable 
to  the  pattern,  fhall  be  paid  to  him  ;  or 
fometimes  an  agreement  is  made  how  much 
he  fhall  earn  per  day,  which  feldom  exceeds 
fix  or  feven  ftivers  (pence).  He  then  fets 
about  his  work  in  the  open  air,  and  per¬ 
forms  it  with  difpatch  and  ingenuity.  He 
employs 
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employs  both  hands  and  feet,  and  is  able  to 
hold,  and  turn  things  about,  between  his  toes 
and  the  foie  of  his  foot,  as  fa  ft  as  we  can 
with  our  hands  and  fingers.  When  his 
work  is  done,  and  he  is  rewarded  for  it,  he 
takes  his  little  balket  up  again,  and  feats 
himfelf  anew  on  the  market,  waiting  pa¬ 
tiently  for  another  opportunity  of  exercifing 
his  profeffion. 

It  is  the  fame  cafe  with  other  tradefmen, 
who  are  equally  fent  for  home,  when  any 
thing  is  to  be  done.  If  fhoes  are  wanted,  a 
fhoe-maker  is  called  from  the  bazar ,  who, 
with  the  leather,  and  other  requifites,  makes 
four  pair  of  fhoes  in  a  day,  for  the  value  of 
half  a  crown. 

A  taylor  here,  makes  as  good  and  hand- 
forne  clothes,  in  the  European  fafhion,  both 
for  men  and  women,  as  any  where  m  Eu¬ 
rope.  When  a  piece  of  the  fineft  muflin  is 
torn,  they  can  mend  it  again  fo  artificially, 
that  no  eye  can  difcover  where  the  defe£t 
was.  Mullins  are  fometimes  wove  fo  fine, 
that  a  piece  of  twenty  yards  in  length,  and 
longer,  can  be  incloled  in  a  common  pocket 
tobacco- 
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tobacco-box  The  whole  is  done  with  a 
very  trifling  apparatus,  and  Europeans  are 
often  furprifed  to  behold  the  perfe&ion  of 
manufadture,  which  is  exemplified  here  in 
almoft  every  handicraft,  eifedled  with  fo  few, 
and  fuch  imperfedt  tools. 

The  common  people  go  almoft  naked. 
They  wear  nothing  but  a  piece  of  linen, 
wrapped  round  the  waift,  and  pafied  be¬ 
tween  the  legs.  Some  of  them  wear  a  piece 
of  linen,  wound  about  the  head  ;  but  others 
go  bareheaded.  Thofe  of  a  higher  rank, 
have  a  drefs  of  white  cotton,  which  doubles 
over  before,  as  high  as  the  ftioulders,  and 
is  fattened  with  ftrings  round  the  middle ; 
thefe  may  not  be  tied  on  the  right  fide,  to 
diftinguilh  them  from  the  Moguls,  or  Ma- 


*  A  common  fized  Dutch  tobacco-box,  fuch  as  they  wear 
in  the  pocket,  is  about  eight  inches  long,  half  as  broad,  and 
about  an  inch  deep.  It  is  incredible  to  what  a  degree  of  fine- 
nefs,  cotton  is  fcmetimes  fpun  by  the  Indians.  “  I  had  an 
44  opportunity,”  fays  Dr.  Thunberg,  “  of  feeing  cotton- 
“  fluffs  fo  exceedingly  fine,  that  half  a  dozen  fliirts  could  be 
44  fqueezed  together  in  one  hand.  Thefe  are,  however,  not 
44  readily  made  ufe  of,  but  are  kept,  as  rarities,  by  people  of 
41  difliiiiflion,  to  fhew  to  what  a  degree  of  perfection,  the  art 
“  of  fpinning  can  be  brought.”  T. 


homedans  ; 
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homedans ;  this  drefs  hangs  down  to  their 
feet ;  they  wear  no  ftockings,  but  have  a 
kind  of  Ihoes,  which  are  put  on  fliplho.l,  and 
are  turned  up  before,  juft  like  the  Turkilh 
babooches 

I  Mod  of  them  (have  their  heads,  and  era¬ 
dicate  the  hair  from  all  other  parts  of  the 
body.  Rich  people  wear  turbands,  but  made 
in  a  different  manner  from  thofe  of  the 
Moors.  A  great  many  of  them  wear  fmall 
earrings. 

The  drefs  of  the  women  confifts  in  a  piece 
of  cotton-cloth,  which  is  thrown  over  the 
Ihoulders,  and  under  which  they  wear  a 
kind  of  coat  and  drawers.  They  fupport 
their  breafts,  and  prefs  them  upwards  by  a 
piece  of  linen,  which  paffes  under  the  arms, 
and  is  made  faft  on  the  back.  Thole  that 
can  afford  it,  adorn  their  hair  with  gold 
bodkins,  and  their  arms,  legs,  and  toes,  with 
gold  or  lilver  rings  and  bands,  as  likewife 
their  ears,  and  the  cartilage  of  the  nofe. 

The  women  of  the  lower  claffes,  wear 
fimilar  ornaments,  which  are  made  of  a  fort 
of  cowries,  brought  from  the  Maldtve  illands, 
and  called  chanclos ,  which  the  Bengalefe 
have  the  art  of  fawing  through,  lo  that  every 
cutting 
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cutting  makes  a  ring.  They  go  bareheaded, 
and  their  hair  is  turned  up,  and  fattened  at 
the  back  of  the  head. 

Rice  is  the  chief  article  of  food  of  the 
Hindoos,  and  ferves  them  inttead  of  bread. 
Vegetables  and  milk  conftitute  the  remain¬ 
der  of  their  fcanty  bill  of  fare.  They  eat 
no  fifh,  flelh  of  animals,  or  any  thing  that 
lias  received  life.  They  frequently  let  milk 
ttand  till  it  is  thick  and  four,  before^they  ufe 
it ;  it  is  then  called  tayer.  Their  beverage 
is  generally  pure  water  ;  they  are  enemies 
of  every  kind  of  inebriating  liquor,  and 
never  indulge  in  the  beattly  pleafures  of 
intoxication,  as  too  many  other  nations  do, 
except  fome  of  the  very  loweft  cattes,  who 
fometimes  exceed  the  bounds  of  temperance, 
in  drinking  a  kind  of  fpirits,  which  they  dittil 
from  fpoiled  rice. 

With  regard  to  their  religion,  I  could  not 
obtain  much  particular  knowledge,  farther 
than  what  relates  to  outward  ceremonies 
and  rites.  Several  other  writers  have,  how¬ 
ever,  enlarged  on  it.  I  have  often  con- 
verfed  on  the  fubjedl,  with  their  brahmins ,  by 
means  of  an  interpreter,  but  always  found 
them  either  very  ignorant  of,  or  very  ob- 
ftinate 
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dinate  in  not  revealing  the  principles  and 
tenets  of  their  belief.  Whatever  they  faid 
was  lo  wildly  abfurd,  and  what  they  alleged 
at  one  time,  was  fo  inconfiftent  with  what 
they  faid  at  another,  that  I  thought  very 
little  of  it  worthy  of  prefervation.  I  could 
colled,  that  they  believed  in  a  Supreme  Be¬ 
ing,  to  whom  feveral  other  deities  were  fub- 
ordinate,  of  which  the  Ganges  was  one  of  the 
principal.  This  fupreme  God  was  the  au¬ 
thor  of  all  good  ;  but  there  was  another  fpi- 
rit  who  violently  oppofed  the  firft,  and  oc- 
cafioned  all  the  evils  and  diftrefles  which  fall 
upon  mankind.  They  vent  the  raoft  horrid 
execrations  againft  this  evil  fpirit,  efpecially 
when  it  thunders  or  lightens,  which  they  be¬ 
lieve  proceeds  from  him.  They  pourtray 
him  in  the  form  of  a  dragon,  or  ferpent, 
with  four  claws,  trampled  under  foot  by  the 
beneficent  deity,  who  is  painted  in  a  variety 
of  (hapes. 

They  believe  in  a  future  date,  in  which 
every  one  fhall  be  rewarded,  according  to 
his  good  or  evil  deeds  in  this  world ;  but 
this  is  lb  blended  and  confounded  with  their 
belief  in  the  tranfmigration  of  fouls,  that  I 
e  e  have 
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have  not  been  able  to  form  a  clear  idea  of 
their  tenets  in  this  refpe61.  They  fay  that 
the  world  will  have  an  end,  and  that  the 
good  Being,  after  having  deftroyed  every 
thing  but  the  Ganges ,  will  remain,  fitting 
upon  a  pifang-leaf,  with  two  betel-plants 
by  him,  floating  upon  the  river,  and  wrapped 
up  in  meditation  and  enjoyment,  for  ever- 
lafting. 

Befides  others,  they  have  three  grand  fefti- 
vals ;  namely,  the  feftival  in  honour  of  the 
Ganges ;  the  feftival  of  hooks ,  as  it  is  called  by 
the  Europeans  ;  and  that  of  the  nvajhings ,  or 
purifications. 

The  feftival  of  the  Ganges  was  held,  in  the 
month  of  O&ober,  while  I  was  at  Chinfurah. 
The  chief  purport  of  it,  feemed  to  be  the 
calling  of  a  certain  image  into  the  Ganges . 
with  much  ceremony. 

Wealthy  banyans,  who  can  afford  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  fuch  a  feftival,  will  certainly  not 
negledl  giving  one,  at  lead  once  in  their 
lives,  although  it  may  coft  them  ten  thou- 
fand  rupees,  or  more.  Of  feveral  of  the 
feftivals  of  this  kind,  which  were  given  at 
Chinfurah ,  there  was  one,  which  furpaffed  all 

the  . 
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the  others,  and  which  coft  the  banyan  who 
gave  it,  full  eight  thoufand  rupees,  or  twelve 
thoufandgilders.  Itlafted three  fucceffivedays. 

I  went  to  the  houfe  of  the  banyan,  where 
the  feftival  was'  held,  that  I  might  have  a 
perfect  opportunity  of  obferving  the  detail  of 
it. 

At  the  upper  end  of  a  large  room,  there 
was  a  kind  of  ftage  erected,  about  four  feet 
from  the  ground.  Above  it,  was  a  luperb 
canopy,  fupported,  on  each  fide,  by  two  pil¬ 
lars.  The  whole  was  covered  with  red  cot¬ 
ton  cloth,  which  was  fpangled  with  flowers, 
made  of  thin  plates  of  filver  ;  and  which,  by 
the  numerous  lamps,  with  which  the  cham¬ 
ber  was  illuminated,  had  a  very  brilliant  ef- 
fe6t. 

Upon  the  ftage,  was  a  fquare  platform, 
upon  which  a  femicircular  niche  was  placed, 
containing  feveral  milshapen  images  of  clay, 
all  richly  gilt  and  painted. 

The  uppermoft  and  largeft  reprefentation, 
was  that  of  a  woman,  called  Doulga ,  with 
two  larger,  and  two  lmaller,  arms  j  in  one 
hand  {he  held  the  head  of  a  man  ;  in  an¬ 
other,  a  goblet  ;  in  the  third,  an  oblong 
piece  of  wood  ;  and  in  the  fourth,  fome- 
thing 
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thing  that  refembled  a  book.  On  each  fide 
of  her,  were  two  ihaaller  images,  which  the 
brahmins  told  me  were  the  reprefentations  of 
her  children.  Lower  down,  was  the  image 
of  a  monfter,  having  the  body  of  a  horfe, 
and  the  head  of  a  dragon  ;  and  near  it  was 
a  hideous  human  figure,  which  it  threatened 
to  devour. 

The  member  which  diftinguifhed  the 
images  of  males,  was  naked  ;  and  in  fuch  a 
pofiure,  and  of  fuch  a  fize,  as  to  be  ex¬ 
tremely  offenfive  to  every  one,  but  to  thefe 
blind  heathens. 

The  outer  border  of  the  niche,  was  divid¬ 
ed  into  fmall  fquare  eopartments.  Different 
achievements  of  their  gods  were  delineated 
in  each  ;  but  all  were  painted  in  a  deformed 
ftyle.  The  whole  of  the  niche,  and  every 
tiling  near  it,  was  adorned  with  gold  and 
filver,  and  its  appearance  was,  in  faff,  fplen- 
did  and  dazzling. 

Here  and  there,  were  reprefentations  of  a 
divinity,  to  whom  they  pay  adoration,  under 
the  appellation  of  lingam  *.  This  is  the 


*  The  lingam  is  the  image  of  the  male  organ  of  generation, 
and,  in  the  mythology  of  the  Hindoos,  is  the  univerlal  fymbol 
of  renovative  nature.  T. 

moil 
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ffloft  fcandalous  worfhip  of  all  the  numerous 
abominations,  which  the  fuperftition  of  man 
has  multiplied  upon  the  face  of  the  earth. 
They  proftrated  themfelves,  from  time  to 
time,  before  this  idol,  and  made  offerings  to 
it  of  flowers,  perfume,  pieces  of  gold  and  iil- 
ver,  and  even  gold  and  filver  coin,  which  was 
diligently  collected,  at  the  termination  of  the 
feftival,  by  the  brahmins,  who  had  the  care 
of  this  deity. 

The  roof  of  the  apartment,  was  hung  full 
of  cocoanuts,  arecanuts,  and  other  fruits, 
ffrung  in  rows.  The  concourfe  of  people 
was  very  great,  and  every  part  was  crowded, 
except  in  the  middle  of  the  room,  where  a 
fpace  was  left  for  the  dancing  girls,  who 
danced  for  three  nights,  from  the  evening 
until  daybreak,  before  Doulga.  While 
dancing  they  threw  themfelves  into  the  moft 
indecent  attitudes,  and  with  geftures  the 
moft  libidinous,  they  kept  their  eyes  con- 
ftantly  fixed  on  the  niche.  They  danced  to 
the  lound  of  cymbals,  triangles,  tomtoms ,  or 
little  drums,  and  other  muiical  inftruments ; 
and  amidft  the  chanting  of  hymns,  in  honour 
of  the  gods,  whole  feftival  they  celebrated. 

e  e  3  The 
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The  whole  gave  a  confufed  nolle,  but  by  no 
means  difagreeable. 

In  the  lafl  night,  a  folemn  facrifire  was 
made  of  a  young  buffalo,  in  the  following 
manner : 

A  large  oblong  pit  was  dug,  in  the  mid-? 
die  of  the  hall,  oppofite  to  the  flage  ;  at  the 
upper  end,  two  low  flakes  were  driven  into, 
the  ground,  not  far  from  each  other.  The 
buffalo,  which  was  plentifully  adorned  with 
flowers,  was  then  put  into  the  pit,  and  his 
neck  laid  between  the  two  flakes,  his  head 
being  fo  placed,  that  his  eyes  were  turned 
towards  the  niche.  If  he  continue  to  look 
fleadfaflly  at  the  niche,  without  turning  his 
head  or  eyes  away  from  it,  it  is  confidered 
as  a  peculiarly  favourable  omen,  and  a  fign 
that  the  facrihce  is  agreeable  to  the  goddefs ; 
but  if  the  contrary  take  place,  and  he  turn 
his  head,  to  either  one  fide  or  the  other,  it 
is  co'nflrued  into  an  evil  prefage.  A  crofs 
piece  of  wood  is  made  fail,  over  the  neck,  to 
the  flakes,  fo  that  the  animal  cannot  lift  up 
its  head.  Upon  this,  they  pull  the  buffalo 
by  the  tail,  as  hard  as  they  can,  in  order 
to  flretch  the  neck,  which  is  cut  through, 
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at  one  ftroke,  by  a  brahmin.  The  bead  is 
laid  before  the  goddefs,  and  the  people  manj- 
feft  great  joy  ;  but  if  the  brahmin  be  forced 
to  make  more  fbrokes  than  one,  it  is  looked 
upon  as  a  fatal  omen,  and  occafions  much 
forrow  and  confirmation. 

During  the  whole  of  the  three  nights,  the 
apartment  was  filled  with  people  ;  it  was 
open  to  every  one ;  and  the  guefts  were 
plentifully  fprinkled  with  rofe water,  from 
time  to  time  ;  thofe  of  moft  confideration 
were  anointed,  upon  their  head  and  hands, 
with  oil  of  rofes. 

The  10th  of  October,  which  was  the  fifth 
day  after  the  full  moon,  and  the  fourth  af¬ 
ter  the  commencement  of  the  feftival,  was 
the  time  appointed  by  the  brahmins,  to  com¬ 
mit  the  offerings  to  the  Ganges ;  and  this  fo- 
lemnity  was  obferved,  not  only  at  Chinfu- 
rab ,  but  along  the  whole  courfe  of  the  river, 
at  one  and  the  fame  time,  with  various  de¬ 
grees  of  pomp  and  magnificence,  according 
to  the  wealth  and  power  of  the  celebrators. 

In  the  afternoon,  all  the  niches  were 
taken  out  of  the  houfes,  where  they  had 
been  expo  fed  to  view.  At  the  door,  they 
were  placed  upon  handbarrows,  the  faces 
e  e  4  of 


{  424  ] 

of  the  images;  being  turned  backwards, 
and  were  carried  by  four  men,  upon  their 
ihoulders.  Two  men  went  on  each  fide, 
with  fans,  made  of  peacock’s  feathers,  to 
drive  away  the  flies  and  other  infedts  from 
the  images.  Two  went  before,  with  cla¬ 
rions,  and  others  followed  with  drums,  and 
cymbals,  making  a  confufed  kind  of  mufic. 
The  proceflion  was  accompanied  by  a  great 
concourfe  of  people.  When  they  came  to 
the  banks  of  the  Ganges ,  the  niches  were 
put  on  board  of  veflfels,  in  which  the  at¬ 
tendants  with  fans,  and  the  muficians  like- 
wife  embarked,  continuing  their  rude  har¬ 
mony  ;  whilft  others  again  danced  before 
the  goddefs,  making  geftures  of  the  moft  un¬ 
equivocal  and  fhameful  kind  that  can  be  con¬ 
ceived. 

In  this  manner,  they  failed  up  and  down 
the  river,  which  was  covered  by  an  innu¬ 
merable  quantity  of  veffels  of  all  fizes,  all 
gaudily  decorated  with  flags.  The  people 
were  in  high  fpirits,  and  all  emuloully  drove 
to  evince  their  joy,  by  their  geftures  and  ex- 
preflions. 

At  funfet,  all  the  niches  were  thrown  out 

of 
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of  the  boats  into  the  river,  which  terminated 
the  ceremonies  of  the  feftival. 

As  far  as  I  could  colled,  from  what  the 
banyan  faid,  I  underftood  that  this  feftival 
was  the  reprefentation  of  a  marriage ;  for 
the  Ganges  is  fuppofed  annually  to  efpoufe 
the  goddefs  Doulga ,  and  the  children  who 
flood  on  each  fide,  are  intended  to  reprefent 
the  progeny  of  this  exalted  union.  The 
highly  voluptuous  attitudes  and  poftures 
which  were  made  before  the  goddefs,  were 
intended  to  excite  the  defires  of  the  celeflial 
couple,  and  flimulate  them  to  the  procrea¬ 
tion  of  more  children,  in  order  to  conquer  the 
evil  fpirit. 

The  feftival  of  hooks  *  (which  is  the 
name  given  to  it  by  Europeans)  is  cele¬ 
brated  in  the  beginning  of  April.  I  was 
not  an  eyewitnefs  of  it,becaufe  I  had,  at  that 
time,  left  the  Ganges  ;  but  the  following  ac¬ 
count  was  given  to  me,  by  people  worthy  of 
credit. 

At  the  top  of  a  high  flake,  eredted  for  this 


*  Called  by  the  Hindoos,  the  feftival  of  Oppefs.  It  is 
fuppofed  to  be  kept  in  commemoration  of  a  martyr,  who  fuf* 
fered  extraordinary  tortures  for  the  fake  of  his  faith.  T. 

purpofe. 
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purpofe,  a  crofs  piece  of  wood  of  thirty  feet 
in  length,  is  laid,  which  turns  round  upon 
an  iron  pin.  A  Bengalefe,  who  is  con- 
fecrated  to  this  folemnity,  by  one  of  the  chief 
brahmins,  then  has  a  great  iron  hook  run  in¬ 
to  his  body,  under  the  ribs,  over  which  a 
piece  of  cloth,  or  girdle,  is^ftiffiy  bound,  to 
prevent  the  tearing  through  of  the  flelh.  The 
hook  is  fattened  by  a  fhort  cord,  to  one  end 
of  the  crofs  beam,  and  a  longer  cord  is  fixqd 
to  the  other,  by  which  it  is  turned  round 
with  rapidity,  feveral  times,  by  the  people 
who  are  prefent,  whilft  the  man  who  under¬ 
goes  the  penance,  and  who  hangs  by  the 
hook  at  the  other  end  of  the  crofs  beam,  in 
the  air,  flrews  ground  rice,  or  flowers,  upon 
the  people  below,  which  they  catch  and  prer 
lerve,  as  facred  relics.  After  haying  been 
whirled  round  for  fome  time,  he  is  taken 
down,  the  hook  taken  out  of  his  body,  and 
the  wound  is  cured  as  loon  as  pofiible. 

Others,  out  of  a  fuperftitious  zeal,  run 
iron  pegs  through  their  tongues,  feme  that 
are  as  thick  as  a  finger,  which  they  keep 
in  that  fituation,  and  carry  about  with  them 
wherever  they  go,  as  long  as  the  feftival 
lafts. 


Some 
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Some  make  two  openings,  one  in  each 
fide,  through  which  they  pafs  ropes,  which 
are  ftretched  tight  at  either  end,  and  along 
which  they  run  backwards  and  forwards. 

Several  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  crulfied  tp 
death,  under  the  broad  wheels  of  a  lofty  ma¬ 
chine,  which  is  made  for  the  purpofej  and 
being  filled  with  people,  is  drawn  about  by  a 
multitude  of  others.  This,  however,  is  more 
pradtifed  among  the  Gentoos  on  the  coall:  of 
poromandel,  than  in  Bengal . 

They  inflidl  a  variety  of  other  corporal  pe¬ 
nances  upon  themlelves,  during  this  feftival, 
but  the  above  are  the  principal. 

The  feftivals  are  not  celebrated  every  year 
on  the  fame  day,  for  they  are  fometimes  an¬ 
ticipated,  and  lometimes  delayed,  for  feveral 
days,  according. to  the  regulations  of  lucky 
and  unlucky  days  made  by  the  brahmins.  In 
this  refpedt  they  are  exceffively  fuperftitious, 
and  they  will  never  undertake  any  thing  up- 
pn  a  day,  which  they  efteem  unlucky. 

It  is  the  fame  with  regard  to  numbers. 
An  odd  number  is  reckoned  lucky,  and  an 
pyen  one,  the  contrary.  Upon  receiving 
pr  paying  fums  of  money,  they  will  rathpr 

loft 
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lofe  a  rupee,  than  either  take  or  give  an  even 
number. 

Their  temples,  called  pagodas ,  are  moftly 
fquare  ;  they  are  done  buildings,  which  are 
not  very  lofty,  and  are  crowned  with  a  cu¬ 
pola.  Within,  they  are  very  dark  ;  for  they 
have  no  windows,  and  only  receive  their 
light  through  the  entrance.  The  image  of 
the  idol,  dands  in  the  deeped  and  darkeft 
recefs  of  the  temple  ;  it  is  of  a  mondrous 
lhape,  and  of  uncouth  dimenfions,  having 
many  arms  and  hands,  in  each  of  which  it 
holds  fomething.  Amongd  many  others,  I 
faw  one,  which  had  an  human  figure,  and 
was  reprelented  in  a  fitting  pofture.  The 
head  was  very  large  in  proportion  to  the 
body,  with  the  tongue  hanging  out  of  the 
mouth,  half  way  down  the  bread:  *  the  eyes 
were  dretched  wide  open  ;  it  had  four  arms 
and  hands  j  one  hand  was  empty,  but  the 
palm  of  it  was  turned  upwards  $  in  another 
it  held  a  little  board ;  in  a  third,  a  naked 
fword  ;  and  in  the  fourth  it  gralped  a  human 
head  by  the  hair. 

1  faw  fome  idols,  which  had  eight,  and 
••thers,  with  fixteen  arms  ;  thefe  had  an  hu¬ 
man 
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man  body,  but  the  head  of  a  dog,  with  drawa 
bows,  and  other  mifruments  of  war,  in  their 
hands. 

Some  of  them  were  black,  others  of  a  yel- 
lowifh  hue  ;  one  was  the  folitary  divinity  of 
a  temple,  and  others  had  images  reprefent- 
ing  their  wives  near  them. 

In  fome  pagodas,  were  no  images,  but 
only  a  fingle  black,  polifhed,  Hone,  lying  up¬ 
on  a  round  altar,  covered  with  flowers  and 
fandalwood,  which  W'ere  ffrewed  upon  it. 
They  fhew  more  veneration  for  thefe  Hones, 
than  for  the  idols  themfelves. 

Their  worfhip  of  thefe  divinities,  confifts 
in  throwing  themfelves  upon  the  ground, 
and  making  their  Jalam ,  or  falutation  with 
their  hands,  ejaculating  their  prayers  in 
filence,  in  that  pofture. 

The  offerings  which  they  are  accuftomed 
to  prefent  to  their  gods,  confifl:  of  flowers, 
rice,  pieces  of  filk  and  cotton,  and  fometimes 
gold  and  filver.  Every  thing  is  laid  before 
the  idols,  and  is  taken  care  of  by  the  brah¬ 
mins,  who  profit  the  moft  by  it.  They 
guard  the  pagodas,  both  by  day,  and  by 
night. 

The  brahmins,  or  priefts,  called  brahmans 

by 
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by  the  Indians,  who  are  the  brachmanni  of* 
antiquity,  are  of  the  fird  and  nobled  cade  of 
the  people,  as  we  have  before  cbferved* 
They  are  known  by  a  thin  cord,  with  a 
bead,  which  is  paded  round  the  neck,  and 
hangs  down  upon  the  bread  ;  they  are  never 
without  this  mark  of  diftin&ion. 

They  are  held  in  the  greated  refpedt  by 
all  the  other  cades  ;  and  no  one  approaches 
a  brahmin,  but  with  marks  of  the  highed 
veneration,  to  which  they  make  no  other 
return,  than  Ihewing  the  open  palms  of  their 
hands. 

1  There  are  feveral  cades  of  brahmins,  which 
differ  in  rank  and  reputation  ;  fome  of  them 
are  reputed  fo  holy,  and  are  held  in  fuch 
high  veneration  by  the  people,  that  the 
water  in  which  a  brahmin,  belonging  to 
them,  has  wafhed  his  feet,  is  edeemed  fa- 
cred,  and  is  given  to  the  common  Bengalefe 
to  drink,  who  think  it  the  greated  felicity 
to  be  allowed  a  fhare  of  fuch  a  difguding 
beverage. 

The  vedam ,  or  facred  book,  in  which  the 
principles  and  duties  of  their  religion  are 
infcribed,  is  kept,  it  is  faid,  by  the.  chief 
brahmins  of  the  fird  order.  The  copies  of 

N  it, 
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it,  are  aflcrted  to  be  written  in  Periian  let¬ 
ters,  upon  a  certain  fort  of  paper,  imper¬ 
vious  to  the  attacks  of  worms,  or  other  in- 
feds. 

The  brahmins  never  negled  wafhing 
themfelves  in  the  Ganges ,  at  funrife.  Be¬ 
fore  they  .enter  the  water,  they  make  a  few 
fala?nst  or  faiutations,  to  the  river ;  upon  this 
they  take  fome  water  in  the  hollow  of  the 
hand,  and  offer  it  to  the  rifing  fun,  bowing 
their  heads  many  times  ;  they  then  befprin- 
kle  all  the  parts  of  their  body  with  it,  one  by 
one,  ending  by  the  forehead  and  breafl.  I 
faw  feveral,  who  had  a  little  brafs  pot,  or 
{hell,  with  which  they  continually  fcooped 
up  water,  out  of  the  river,  and  let  it  run  out 
again  immediately,  muttering  prayers  all  the 
while }  but  when  they  filled  it  for  the  lafl 
time,  they  went  out  of  the  river,  and  poured 
the  contents  upon  the  bank  ;  after  this,  they 
made  a  mark,  with  a  yellowifh  kind  of  clay, 
upon  the  nofe  and  eyes,  in  the  Form  of  the 
letter  y  ;  I  faw  other  Bengalefe  likewife 
mark  themfelves  in  this  manner,  making, 
however,  only  a  fingle  {tripe  upon  the  nofe, 
and  upon  the  forehead.  They  then  go  into 
their  pagodas,  to  pray,  decorating  their  idols 

with 
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with,  flowers,  and  brewing  them  with  fan- 
dalwood.  * 

I  was  afTured,  that  brahmins  are  to  be  met 
with,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dacca ,  who, 
far  from  refembling  fome  of  thefe  cafles  in 
ftupidity  and  ignorance,  on  the  contrary,  en¬ 
tertain  pure  ideas  of  the  godhead,  and  pene¬ 
trating  through  the  veil  of  thefe  external, 
puerile,  and  ridiculous  ceremonies,  to  the 
conception'  of  an  almighty  Creator,  join  the 
pra&ice  of  the  moral  virtues,  to  their  belief 
in  his  omnifcient  providence.  But  they  will 
feldom  enter  into  conv'erfation  with  flrangers 
on  thefe  fubje&s. 

The  land  abounds  with  a  fort  of  religious 
beggars,  who  are  called  faquirs ;  thefe  are, 
in  general,  the  very  refufe  of  fociety,  the 
worft  of  whatever  deferves  to  be  called  bad. 

They  do  not  work,  but  live  by  the  alms, 
which  are  bellowed  upon  them,  willingly 
and  in  plenty,  by  the  fuperftition  of  the  peo¬ 
ple.  They  go  entirely  naked,  and  are 
wholly  devoid  of  lhame.  On  their  fhoulders, 
they  jcarry  a  thick  club,  the  end  of  which  is 
wound  round,  with  rags  of  cloth,  of  all  co¬ 
lours.  It  is  dangerous  to  meet  them  in  foli- 
tary  places,  or  in  the  woods,  for  they  make 
4.  no 
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no  fcruple  of  knocking  down,  and  murder¬ 
ing,  whoever  happens  to  have  any  thing  of 
value  about  him.  They  wander  about  the 
country,  in  troops  of  two  or  three  hundred, 
and  all  ftand  under  one  chief,  who  confe- 
crates  them  to  this  vocation,  which  they 
may  not  adopt  without  his  confent. 

They  ftrew  their  hair,  which  hangs  half 
way  down  the  back,  with  afhes,  and  fome- 
times  wallow  in  afhes,  rolling  the,  whole 
body  in  them,  and  making  a  moft  difgufting 
figure  of  themfelves. 

They  are  not  allowed  to  marry,  but  they 
indemnify  themfelves  for  this  privation,  in 
other  ways,  and  by  the  perpetration  of  the 
moft  abominable  beaftlinefs. 

They  generally  take  up  their  abode  in  fhady 
places,  either  in  the  open  air,  or  in  old  and 
ruinous  buildings,  without  ufingany  thing  to 
repofe  upon,  or  to  cover  themfelves. 

Genuine  faquirs  make  vo\ys,  that  they 
will  perform  penance,  by  remaining,  during 
their  whole  lives,  in  fome  unnatural  or  un- 
eafy  pofture,  or  by  torturing  their  bodies  by 
various  methods ;  but  moft  of  them  are  not 
excited  by  real  penitence  or  compundtion, 
but  are  fpurred  on  by  vainglory,  endeavour- 
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ing  to  attraft  the  notice  and  refpefi  of  the 
commonality,  and  thereby  to  raife  them- 
felves  to  efteem  and  honour. 

I  met  with  feveral  of  them,  at  different 
times.  Among  others,  were  fome,  who, 
by  keeping  one  arm  ftretched  out  upwards 
for  many  years,  had  loft  the  power  of  lower¬ 
ing  it  again,  and  were  forced  always  to  re¬ 
main  in  that  pofition.  Others,  who  had 
made  choice  of  a  bend  in  their  body  forwards, 
and  who  were,  in  confequence,  grown  ft> 
crooked,  that  they  formed  a  right  angle. 
Some,  who  by  continually  bending  the 
head  backwards,  could  not  bring  it  back  to 
its  natural  pofition.  There  were  others 
again,  who  dragged  heavy  iron  chains  about 
with  them,  during  their  whole  lives.  In¬ 
land,  as  I  have  related  in  my  journal,  I  faw 
one,  who  had  a  brafs  ring,  of  the  thickneft 
of  a  quill,  thruft  through  the  penis,  with 
three  other  rings  of  iron,  rivetted  to  it  like 
links  of  a  chain,  without  it  fecming’to  im- 
commode  him  at  all,  in  walking. 

Conjurers,  and  ferpent-charmers,  are  to- 
be  met  with,  in  abundance.  The  latter, 
chiefly  refide  in  the  villages,  and  exercife 
their  art  for  a  trifle  of  money.  When  a 

finake 
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fnake  is  fuppofed  to  have  taken  up  his  abode, 
in  a  houfe,  or  any  other  place,  one  of  thefe 
exorcifts  is  fent  for,  who  performs  his 
office  in  the  following  manner  t 

He  firft  creeps,  upon  his  hands  and  knees, 
all  over  the  ground,  fmelling  in  every  hole 
and  corner,  and  foon  difcovers  the  reptile,  if 
there  be  one,  by  the  fcent.  Having  thus 
afcertained  whereabouts  the  animal  is,  he 
fits  down,  and  taking  out  a  little  flute,  made 
of  bone,  plays  upon  it  for  fome  time,  till  the 
fnake  comes  out  of  his  hidingplace,  and  darts 
at  him,  with  a  violent  hifs ;  he  then  drops 
the  flute ;  catches  the  creature  in  both 
hands,  and  kills  it,  at  one  blow,  by  ftriking 
its  head  againfl:  the  ground,  without  being 
bitten  by  it. 

They  know  how  to  deprive  fnakes  of  their 
poifon  ;  ufing  for  that  purpofe  a  little  ball  of 
capok,  or  cotton,  with  which  they  take  it 
from  between  the  teeth,  where  it  lies,  in- 
clofed  in  bladders ;  and  they  keep  the  fnakes, 
thus  deprived  of  their  venemous  quality,  in 
wicker  balkets,  carrying  them  about  the 
country,  and  making  them  dance. 

When  I  was  at  Fultab ,  I  lent  for  one  of 
them,  in  order  to  fee  this  curious  exhibition. 

FF2  He 
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He  brought  three  balkets  with  him,  in 
which  there  were  feveral  fnakes.  He  took 
out  two  of  them,  both  Cobras  di  Capelli , 
which  are  cdeemed  the  raoft  venemous  of 
all,  and  threw  them  upon  the  ground,  in  the 
grafs.  They  immediately  began  hiding, 
and  erecting  half  of  their  bodies  upright, 
darted  upon,  and  twined  round  each  other, 
as  often  as  he  encouraged  them.  They 
fometimes  darted  at  the  bydanders,  but  then 
he  caught  them  fuddenly  by  the  tail,  and 
drew  them  back.  He  fometimes  excited 
them  againd  himfelf,  and  fuffered  them  to 
bite  his  bread,  hands,  and  forehead,  till  the 
blood  dreamed  from  the  wounds.  After 
having  made  them  play  their  tricks  for  fome 
time,  he  took  out  of  a  balket,  a  very  large 
fnake,  which  was  at  lead  twelve  or  thirteen 
feet  in  length,  and  beautifully  variegated 
with  tints  of  green  and  yellow  ;  he  made  it 
bite  him  fo  hard  in  the  bread,  that  it  re¬ 
mained  hanging  by  its  teeth,  without  feem- 
ing  to  do  him  any  harm ;  he  then  took  a 
fmaller  one,  put  its  head  into  his  mouth, 
and  made  it  feize  his  tongue,  to  which  it 
like  wife  cleaved  by  the  teeth  ;  and  throwing 
them  round  his  neck  and  arms,  was  encircled 
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in  their  folds,  without  fufFering  any  other  in¬ 
convenience,  than  the  blood  flowing  from 
the  wounds,  along  his  face  and  breaft. 

Although  thefe  men,  do  not  die  by  the 
effedts  of  the  venom,  becaufe,  as  aforefaid, 
they  have  the  fecret  of  depriving  the  fnakes 
of  their  poifon  every  day,  yet  their  flcin  has 
a  leprous  and  fcaly  appearance,  and  they  are 
covered  with  puftules. 

Both  Moors  and  Bengalefe  take  great 
delight  in  having  wdmen  dance  before  them, 
who  are  kept  for  that  purpofe,  and  are  edu¬ 
cated,  from  their  infancy,  in  the  exercife  of 
this  diverfion.  Their  feafts  and  entertain¬ 
ments  would  be  deftitute  of  attradlion,  if  a 
troop  of  iix  or  eight  dancing-girls  were  not 
prefent  at  them. 

Whenever  they  are  fent  for,  they  are 
always  accompanied  by  fome  of  their  mufi- 
cians,  who,  with  their  cymbals,  tomtoms , 
and  an  inftrument  which  refembles  a  violin, 
and  upon  which  they  play  with  a  little  ftick, 
do  not  make  a  difagreeable  concert,  at  lealt 
in  the  Bengal  tafte ;  and  they  accompany 
their  performance  with  their  voices,  which, 
however,  is  not  the  mod:  pleafant  part  of 
the  entertainment. 
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The  dancing  girls  are  richly  decorated, 
according  to  their  falhion,  with  rings  of 
’gold,  or  of  {liver  gilt,  upon  their  arras,  legs, 
fingers,  toes,  and  necks  ;  they  have  golden 
circlets,  of  the  fhape  of  French  horns,  patted 
through  the  left  noftril.  Their  drefs  con- 
fifts  in  wide  Moorilh  drawers,  which  reach 
to  their  heels,  and  are  fattened  round  the 
waift  ;  over  this,  they  have  a  kabay ,  which 
is  made  with  a  fmall  body  above,  and  a 
flowing  petticoat  below ;  it  is  made  tight 
under  the  bofom,  which  it  fupports,  and 
prettes  upwards,  but  which  it  covers  en¬ 
tirely  ;  the  fleeves  come  down  to  the  hands, 
and  are  fattened  with  a  row  of  little  but¬ 
tons  underneath.  Their  hair,  which  is  quite 
black,  and  {hines  with  oil,  is  ttroked  fmooth 
over  the  head  to  the  back  part,  where  it  is 
tied  in  a  knot.  They  have  a  veil  of  white 
muflin,.  which  is  thrown  over  the  whole, 
and  with  which  they  conceal  their  faces 
from  time  to  time,  during  the  dance. 

Their  dances  confift  in  continual  twinings 
and  bendings  of  the  body  and  head  ;  and  in 
advancing  and  receding,  as  is  pradiled  in 
the  Spanifh  dances. 

If  any  one  be  captivated  by  the  charms  of 
their 


their  perfons,  or  of  their  dancing,  they  make 
no  fcruple  of  gratifying  him  with  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  thofe  which  are  lefs  public,  for  a 
trifling  confideration ;  and  without  occa- 
lioning  the  leaft  fcandal  to  the  company, 
or  to  their  companions,  who  continue  danc¬ 
ing,  without  noticing  the  retreat  of  their  frail 
affociate. 
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The  Bengalefe  marry  no  more  than  one 
wife,  except  the  brahmins,  who  take  as  many 
as  they  choofe,  or  can  maintain  ;  yet  if  the 
wife  of  one  of  another  cafle  be  barren,  and 
he  have  money  enough  to  fupport  her,  he  is 
allowed  by  the  brahmins,  upon  payment  of  a 
certain  fum,  and  the  diftribution  of  tome 
alms,  to  take  a  fecond  wife,  in  addition  to 
the  firft. 

The  ceremonies  which  take  place  at  their 
marriages  are  of  little  importance. 

Girls,  as  in  all  warm  climates,  arc  mar- 
riageble 


riageable  at 'an  early  age,  and  they  ceafe 
likewife  tc  bear  children  very  foon. 

The  women  live  in  the  ftridtcrt  fubjeCtion 
to  their  hufbands,  and  in  fome  cartes,  the 
wives  are  obliged,  when  their  hufbands  die, 
to  follow  them  to  the  other  world,  and  are 
either  burnt,  or  buried  alive  together  with 
the  body :  if  they  were  to  refufe  fubmit- 
ting  to  this  barbarous  cuftom,  their  cha¬ 
racters  would  be  ftamped  with  the  great- 
eft  infamy,  and  they  would  live  the  fcorn 
and  derifion  of  their  companions  and  rela¬ 
tives. 

I  was  an  eyewitnefs  of  the  burning  of  a 
Bengalefe  woman,  and  of  the  ceremonies 
which  accompanied  it ;  and  the  following  is 
the  account  of  it,  which  I  drew  up  at  the 
time : 

On  the  25th  of  November,  having  re¬ 
ceived  intimation  that  this  folemnity  would 
take  place  about  noon,  I  went  betimes,  with 
fome  of  my  friends,  to  the  place  which  had 
been  pointed  out  to  us  ;  it  was  a  few  paces 
out  of  Chinfurah ,  upon  the  banks  of  the 
Ganges. 

We  here  found  the  body  of  the  deceafed, 
lying  upon  a  kadel,  or  couch,  covered  with  a 

piece 
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piece  of  white  cotton,  and  fire  wed  with  Jiri, 
or  betel-leaves. 

The  woman,  who  was  to  be  the  viftim, 
fat  upon  the  couch,  at  the  foot-end,  with 
her  legs  crofled  under  her,  and  her  face  turn¬ 
ed  towards  that  of  the  deceafed,  which  was 
uncovered.  The  hufband  feemed  to  me,  to 
have  been  a  perfon  of  about  fifty  years  of 
age,  and  his  widow  was  full  thirty.  She 
had  a  yellow  cotton  cloth  wrapped  around 
her,  and  her  arms  and  hands  were  adorned 
with  rings  of  chancos.  Her  hair,  which 
hung  loofe  all  round  her  head,  was  plenti¬ 
fully  fire  wed  with  ground  fandalwood.  She 
held  a  little  green  branch  in  her  right  hand, 
with  which  fhe  drove  away  the  flies  from 
the  body. 

Round  her,  upon  the  ground,  lat  ten  or 
twelve  women,  who  kept  fupplying  her  with 
frefli  betel,  a  portion  of  which  Ihe  had  con¬ 
tinually  in  her  mouth ;  and  when  fhe  had 
half  mafticated  it,  Ihe  gave  it  to  one  of  her 
female  friends,  or  to  others  of  the  by  Zand¬ 
ers,  who  begged  it  of  her,  wrapped  it  up  in 
pieces  of  cloth,  and  preferved  it  as  a  relic. 

She  fat,  for  the  greatefi:  part  of  the  time, 
like  one  buried  in  the  deepefl  meditatioi*; 

yet 


[  443  3 

yet  with  a  countenance  that  betrayed  not 
the  leafl  figns  of  fear.  The  other  women, 
her  relations  and  friends,  lpoke  to  her  con¬ 
tinually  of  the  happinefs  which  the  was 
about  to  enjoy,  with  her  hulband,  in, a  fu¬ 
ture  life.  One  of  thefe  women,  who  fat 
behind  her  upon  the  couch,  frequently  em¬ 
braced  her,  and  feemed  to  talk  the  molt,  and 
very  earneftly,  with  her. 

Befides  the  women,  feveral  men,  as  well 
her  relations,  as  brahmins,  were  prefent,  who 
at  intervals,  ftruck  their  cymbals,  and  beat 
their  drums,  accompanied  by  the  longs,  or 
cries  of  the  women,  making  a  molt  deaf¬ 
ening  noife.  About  half  paft  ten  o’clock, 
they  began  to  prepare  the  funeral  pile,  at 
the  diftance  of  a  little  more  than  eight  fee t 
from  the  fpot,  where  the  unfortunate  widow 
was  fitting,  but  which  Ihe  beheld  with  the 
molt  ftoic  indifference,  as  if  it  in  no  ways 
concerned  her. 

The  pile  was  made,  by  driving  four  green 
bamboo  flakes  into  the  earth,  leaving  about 
five  feet  above  the  ground,  and  being  about 
fix  feet  from  each  other,  forming  a  fquare, 
in  which  was  firfl  laid  a  layer  of  large  fire¬ 
wood,  which  was  very  dry,  and  eafily  com- 
buftible  ; 
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buftible ;  upon  this  was  put  a  quantity  of 
dry  ftraw,  or  reeds,  which  hung  over  beyond 
the  wood,  and  was  plentifully  befmeared 
with  ghee ,  which  is  a  fort  of  butter,  when 
it  becomes  old  and  rank.  This  was  done 
alternately,  till  the  pile  was  about  five  feet 
in  height ;  and  the  whole  was  then  ftrewed 
with  fine  powdered  rofin.  Finally,  a  white 
cotton  fheet,  which  was  firft  wafhed  in  the 
Ganges ,  was  fpread  over  the  pile,  thus  com¬ 
pletely  prepared  for  confuming  of  the  devot¬ 
ed  viflim. 

The  widow  was  then  admonifhed  by  a 
brahmin,  that  it  was  time  to  begin  the  rites. 
She  was  then  taken  up  by  two  women,  from 
the  couch,  carried  a  little  farther,  and  put 
down  upon  the  ground,  while  the  others 
made  a  circle  round  her,  and  continued  to 
offer  her  frefh  betel,  accompanied ''by  en¬ 
treaties,  that,  as  fhe  would,  in  fo  fhort  a 
time,  appear,  with  her  hufband  in  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  Ram,  or  their  highefi:  God,  fhe  would 
fupplicate  for  various  favours  for  them  ;  and 
above  all,  thatfhe  would  falute  their  deceafed 
friends,  whom  lhe  might  meet  in  the  celef- 
tial  abodes,  in  their  names. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  body  was  taken 

up 
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up  from  the  couch  by  four  men,  and  car¬ 
ried  to  the  river,  where  it  was  wafhed  clean, 
and  rubbed  with  turmeric,  but  which  was 
afterwards  wafhed  off  again.  Upon  this, 
one  of  the  brahmins  took  a  little  clay  out  of 
the  river,  and  marked  the  forehead  of  the 
deceafed  with  it,  wrapping  the  body  up  in 
white  linen ;  which,  when  this  had  been 
done,  was  carried  to  the  pile,  and  laid  upon 
it. 

The  woman,  who  had  beheld  all  thefe  pre¬ 
parations,  was  then  le^fey  two  of  her  female 
relations  to  the  Gani Birin  order  to  wafli  in 
the  river.  When  me  came  again  upon  the 
bank,  her  clothes  were  pulled  off,  and  a 
piece  of  red  lilk.  and  cotton  gingham  was 
wrapped  round  her  body.  One  of  her  male 
relatives,  took  out  her  gold  nofe-jewel,  while 
the  fat  down,  and  gave  it  to  her,  but  the  re¬ 
turned  it  to  him  for  a  memorial  of  her. 
Hereupon  the  went  again  to  the  river,  and 
taking  up  fome  water  in  her  hands,  mut¬ 
tered  fome  prayers,  and  offered  it  to  the  fun. 
All  her  ornaments  were  then  taken  from 
her,  and  her  armlets  were  broken,  and  chap¬ 
lets  of  white  flowers  were  put  upon  her 
neck  and  hands.  Her  hair  was  tucked  up 

with 
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with  five  combs,  and  her  forehead  wag 
marked  with  clay  in  the  fame  manner  as 
that  of  her  hufband.  Her  head  was  co¬ 
vered  with  a  piece  of  filk,  and  a  cloth  was 
tied  round  her  body,  in  which  the  brahmins 
put  fome  parched  rice. 

She  then  took  her  laft  farewel  of  her 
friends,  both  men  and  women,  who  had  af- 
fifted  her  in  the  preparation,  and  fhe  was 
conduced  by  two  of  her  female  relations  to 
the  pile.  When  fhe  came  to  it,  fhe  fcat- 
tered  from  that  fide,  where  the  head  of  the 
deceafed  lay,  flowers  *lnd  parched  rice  up¬ 
on  the  fpe<ftators.  Hhe  then  took  fome 
boiled  rice,  rolled  up  in  a  ball,  and  put  it 
into  the  mouth  of  the  deceafed,  laying  fe- 
veral  other  fimilar  balls  of  rice  under  the 
pile.  Two  brahmins  next  led  her  three 
times  round  it,  while  fhe  threw  parched 
rice  among  the  byftanders,  who  gathered  it 
up  with  great  eagernefs.  The  laft  time  that 
fhe  went  round,  fhe  fet  a  little  earthen 
burning  lamp,  at  each  of  the  four  corners. 
The  whole  of  this  was  done  during  an  in- 
ceffant  noife  of  cymbals  and  drums,  and 
amidft  the  fhouts  of  the  brahmins,  and  of 
her  relations.  After  having  thus  walked 

three 
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three  times  round  the  pile,  (he  mounted 
courageoufly  upon  it,  laid  herfelf  down  up¬ 
on  the  right  fide,  next  to  the  body,  which 
(he  embraced  with  both  her  arms ;  a  piece 
of  white  cotton  was  lpread  over  them  both, 
they  were  bound  together  over  the  arms, 
and  middle,  with  two  eafy  bandages,  and  a 
quantity  of  firewood,  draw,  ghee ,  and  rofin, 
was  laid  upon  them.  In  the  lad  place,  her 
neareft  relation,  to  whom  (he  had  given  her 
nofe-jewel,  came  with  a  burning  torch,  and 
fet  the  draw  on  fire,  and  in  a  moment  the 
whole  was  in  a  flame.  The  noife  of  the 
drums  was  redoubled,  and  the  (bouts  of  the 
fpe&ators  were  more  loud  and  mediant  than 
ever,  fo  that  the  (lirieks  of  the  unfortunate 
woman,  had  (he  uttered  any,  could  not  pofi* 
fibly  have  been  heard. 

What  moft  furprized  me,  at  this  horrid 
and  barbarous  rite,  was  the  tranquillity  of  the 
woman,  and  the  joy  exprelTed  by  her  re¬ 
lations,  and  the  fpe&ators.  The  wretched 
vidim,  who  beheld  thefe  preparations  mak¬ 
ing  for  her  cruel  death,  feemed  to  be  much 
Iefs  affected  by  it,  than  we  Europeans,  who 
were  prefent.  She  underwent  every  thing 

with 
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with  the  greateft  intrepidity,  and  her  coun¬ 
tenance  Teemed,  at  times,  to  be  animated 
with  pleafure,  even  at  the  moment  when 
the  was  afcending  the  fatal  pile. 

Her  feet  appeared  from  between  the  fire¬ 
wood,  on  the  fide  where  I  flood  ;  and  I  hacf 
an  opportunity  of  obferving  them,  becaufe 
a  little  breeze,  playing  upon  that  fide,  cleared 
it  of  the  flame  and  fmoke  ;  I  paid  peculiar 
attention  to  her,  in  order  to  difcover  whether 
any  convulfive  motions  agitated  her  feet,  but 
they  remained  immovable,  in  the  midfl:  of 
the  conflagration. 

The  women  who  were  prefent,  and  who 
all,  fooner  or  later,  would  have  to  undergo 
the  fame  fate,  if  they  furvived  their  hufbands, 
appeared  to  rejoice  at  the  facrifice,  and  fhew- 
ed  every  token  of  exultation. 

If  an  European  were  to  touch  fuch  a  de¬ 
voted  woman,  even  accidentally,  fhe  would 
not  be  allowed  to  be  burnt,  and  would  be 
thought  entirely  defiled  and  profaned.  The 
man  who  had  touched  her,  would  be  expofed 
to  great  danger,  if  he  did  not  purchafe  in¬ 
demnity.  by  large  Turns  of  money.  This 
happened  to  our  director  SicStehman,  who 

wa$ 
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^Vas  obliged  to  pay  twenty-five  thoufand  ru¬ 
pees,  for  an  imprudence  of  this  kind,  which 
he  had  been  guilty  of. 

If  the  women  were  to  refufe  accompany¬ 
ing  their  hulbands,  in  this  manner,  to  the 
other  world,  they  would  be  defpifed  and 
abandoned  by  their  friends,  as  the  refufe  of 
fociety,  the  dregs  of  impurity.  In  fuch 
cafes,  they  are  never  allowed  to  marry 
again ;  their  hair  is  fihaved  off,  and  an 
eternal  difgrace  attaches  both  to  themfelves 
and  to  their  family.  Hence  their  relations 
employ  all  poffible  perfuafions,  and  affidu- 
oufiy  encourage  thefe  wretched  creatures  to 
fubmit  to  the  univerfal  cuftom  ;  yet  I  w'as 
told  that  this  is  feldom  neceffary,  as  they 
poffefs  fufficient  enthufiafm,  willingly  to  de¬ 
vote  themfelves,  to  this  horrible  death. 

A  little  before  I  arrived  in.  the  Ganges ,  a 
rich  Bengalefe,  who  was  the  broker  of  our 
Company,  had  died,  and  left  a  young  and 
handlome  widow,  under  feventeen  years  of 
age  ;  with  whom  he  had  but  once  cohabited, 
in  the  beginning  of  his  marriage,  and  inffead 
of  living  with  her,  had  kept  a  concubine, 
with  whom  he  refided. 

As  foon  as  he  was  dead,  her  friends  came 
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to  her,  and,  well  knowing  the  infamous  life 
he  had  led  with  refpe£i  to  her,  endeavoured 
to  perfuade  her,  in  the  raoft  forcible  manner, 
not  to  be  burnt  with  her  hufband,  fince  he 
had  uted  her  fo  ill  in  his  lifetime,  that  Ihe 
ought  not  to  account  herfelf  his  wife,  and 
that  flie  would  therefore  not  be  required  to 
comply  with  the  general  ufage. 

She,  however,  anfwered  undauntedly,  that 
fhe  was  once  united  to  him,  and  efteemed 
herfelf  united  to  him  for  ever,  that  ihe  had 
loved  him,  and  would  now  accompany  him 
even  in  death.  On  the  fame  day,  fhe  fuffer- 
ed  herfelf,  with  a  cheerful  countenance, 
after  having  embraced  and  kifled  the  dead 
body,  to  be  burnt  with  it  to  allies. 

They  believe,  that  if  they  facrifice  them- 
felves  in  this  way,  they  will  enjoy  with  their 
hufbands,  every  fpecies  of  fenfual ,  gratifica¬ 
tion,  in  another  life >  and  fired  by  this  ex¬ 
pectation,  they  expire  with  pleafure,  amidft 
the  torments  of  flame. 

The  pile  which  was  erefted  for  the  young 
widow  I  have  juft  mentioned,  was  made  of 
fandalwood,  and  was  calculated  to  be  worth 
feven  thoufand  gilders  *. 

*  About  633/.  fterling,  T. 
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The  burying  alive  is  done  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  manner.  A  pit  is  dug  in  the  earth,  of 
fix  feet  fquare,  in  which  the  body  of  the 
deceafed,  after  having  been  waihed  in  the 
Ganges ,  in  the  fame  manner  as  when  the 
widow  is  burnt,  is  laid  upon  the  back.  The 
woman,  after  having  been  alfo  waihed  and 
prepared  in  the  fame  way,  as  in  the  former 
in  fiance,  jumps  into  the  pit,  lays  herfelf  down 
next  to  the  body,  and  takes  it  in  her  arms  ; 
upon  which  the  hole  is  inftantly  filled  with 
earth,  and  trampled  hard  down,  fo  that  (he 
is  (mothered  in  a  moment.  The  whole  of 
this  rite,  is  equally  performed,  amidft  the 
(bunding  of  their  mufical  inftruments,  and 
the  (houts  of  the  affiftants. 

The  difeafe  which  is  the  moft  prevalent 
here,  is  the  dyfentery,  which  is  occafioned 
by  thp  flatulency  and  infipidnefs  of  their  ar¬ 
ticles  of  food. 

They  are  likewife  much  affli&ed  with 
fwelled  legs ;  and  1  faw  fome  who  had  them 
bloated  to  the  thicknefs  of  a  man’s  waift.  A 
gangrene  is  the  ufual  confequence,  and  this 
difeafe  generally  terminates  in  the  death  of 
the  patient.  They  have  no  furgeons  who 
are  capable  of  oppofing  the  progrefs  of  the 
g  G  a  evil. 


C  452  1 

evil,  or  of  amputating  a  limb  ;  and  many 
unhappy  wretches  die  in  pain  and  mifery,  for 
wan  of  fkjlful  practitioners. 

A  fort  of  ncknefs,  or  fever,  likewife  pre¬ 
vails  in  Bengal ,  which  is  called  the  jountbaad, 
and  which  generally  fweeps  away  thofe  who 
are  attacked  by  it,  in  the  fpace  of  three  days. 
Thofe  who  recover,  often  retain  a  deafnefs, 
a  blindnef',  or  a  confumption;  and  fometimes 
a  general  paralyns,  the  dreadful  ccnfequences 
of  this  fcourge. 

This  difeafe  is  better  cured  by  the  na¬ 
tive  practitioners,  than  by  European  phy- 
ficians ;  for  its  fymptoms  are  not  dubious, 
and  it  is  a  diforder  peculiar  to  the  country. 

The  fma  11-pox  is  equally  a  diflemper  that 
prevails  here  ;  it  began  to  rage  violently  be¬ 
fore  I  left  the  Ganges. 

Inoculation  is  much  praCtifed  by  the  na¬ 
tives,  but  they  convert  the  contagious  mat¬ 
ter  into  powder,  which  they  give  internally, 
mixed  with  iome  1  quid.  A  few  of  them, 
however,  inoculate  by  incilion.  The  firft 
mode  has  generally  a  very  fortunate  iilue ; 
they  prepare  the  body  for  the  infeClion,  by 
laxative:?,  and  ablutions.  A  fever  is  felt  the 
day  after  inoculation,  which  is  foonfollowed 
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by  the  eruption ;  and  in  three  weeks  the  cure 
is  completed.  ^ 

The  pra&itioners  of  medicine, famong  the 
Bengalefe,  are  all  of  the  brahmin cafte.  They 
are  held  in  great  efteem,  on.  account  of  the 
art  they  profefs  ;  but  their  knowledge  of  it, 
fee med  to  me,  to  be  very  imperfeft.  They 
inherit  from  their  anceftors,who  have  equal¬ 
ly  been  phyficians,  a  number  of  recipes  of 
remedies  for  all  forts  of  difeafes,  which  they 
have  found,  by  long  experience,  to  be  of 
benefit  ;  and  when  they  hit  upon  the  true 
nature  of  the  diforder,  they  feldom  fail  in 
the  cure.  But  upon  any  uncommon  appear¬ 
ances,  they  are  confounded,  and  know  not 
what  to  do  ;  of  which  1  have  known  feveral 
inftances. 

They  have  not  the  lead  knowledge  of 
anatomy,  becaufe  their  religion  does  not 
permit  them  to  lhed  blood,  or  to  open  a 

body. 

When  thev  feel  the  pulfe,  they  do  it 
with  a  kind  of  drumming  motion  with  the 
fingers. 

They  fay  that  all  diftempers  arife  from 
one  of  theie  three  caufes,  namely,  heat,  cold, 
or  bile. 


G  G  3 


Their 


[  454  ] 

Their  medicines ,  are  moftly  luch  as  are 
produced  in  the  country.  Amongft  others, 
they  make  tile  of  a  kind  of  little  artificial 
ftone,  that  is  manufactured  at  Goa,  and  pof- 
fefles  a  ftrong  aromatic  fcent.  They  give 
the  lcrapings  of  this,  in  a  little  water,  mixed 
with  fugar,  ro'their  patients.  They  employ 
I'ugar  with  almoft  all  their  medicines ;  in- 
fomuch  that  when  a  phyfician  is  fent  for, 
he  always  brings  fugar  with  him. 

The  falutation  of  the  Bengalefe,  conlifts 
in  touching  the  forehead  with  the  right 
hand,  and  bending  the  head  forwards.  When 
they  want  to  make  a  very  humble  falam ,  or 
obeifance,  they  fir  ft  lay  the  right  hand  up¬ 
on  the  breaft,  then  touch  the  ground  with 
it,  and  afterwards  the  forehead. 

They  are  not  deficient  in  expreffions  of 
humility,  when  they  addrefs  any  one,  from 
whom  they  ftand  in  need  of  any  favour. 
The  leaft  that  they  fay,  is,  “  I  am  your  moft 
“  devoted  (lave  j”  but,  in  the  fame  way  as 
takes  place  in  our  more  civilized  Europe, 
they  are  mere  founds,  words  of  courfe,  figni- 
fying  nothing. 

They  will,  on  no  account,  drink  out  of 
the  lame  velfel  with  an  European,  or  Ma- 
homedan ; 
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home<!an  ,*  nay,  not  with  any  one  of  a  dif¬ 
ferent  cafte.  When  they  drink,  they  do 
not  fet  the  veffel  to  the  moutp,  but  hold 
it  at.  a  little  diftance  above  it,|  and  let  the 
liquor  run  into  the  mouth,  without  doling 
the  lips,  or  drawing  breath j/and  yet  with¬ 
out  fpilling  a  drop-.  ' 

Their  houffiold  conveniences  are  very 
few ;  they  never  make  ufe  of  either  chairs, 
or  benches. 

The  Moors,  or  Moguls,  form  the  remain¬ 
der  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bengal.  They  were 
originally  natives  of  Tartary.  They  are,  in 
general,  browner  than  the  Gentoos,  although 
dome  of  them  are  tolerably  fair,  or  rather 
yellowish ;  but  thefe  are  bom  farther  to  the 
north.  Mod:  of  thofe  who  live  about  Agra , 
and  Dehly,  are,  as  I  was  informed  by  the  be- 
forementioned  French  miffionary,  fair,  in 
comparifon  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  more 
fouthern  provinces. 

They  are  more  courageous  than  the  Ben- 
gaiefe.  Their  Jipahis  make  middling  good 
foldiers,  when  they  are  trained  and  com¬ 
manded  by  European  officers ;  at  lead,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  tedimony  of  the  Engliffi,who 
employ  them  much. 

g  g  4  Their 
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Their  religion  is  that  of  Mahomet.  They, 
in  confeqn:ence,  hold  in  abhorrence  the  ido¬ 
latry  of  theiiGentoos.  Yet  their  morals  are, 
on  the  other  hand,  much  worfe  ;  and  irfdeed 
infamoufly  i#d.  The  fin  of  Sodom  is  not 
only  in  univeffrj  practice  among  them,  but 
extends  to  a  beffial  communication  with 
brutes,  and  in  particular  with  fheep.  Women 
even  abandon  themfelves  to  the  com  million 
of  unnatural  crimes.  One  of  my  friends, 
who  had  refided  for  a  long  time  at  Patna , 
informed  me,  that,  during  his  abode  at  that 
place,  a  Moorifh  woman  had  endeavoured, 
like  another  Pafiphae,  to  fatisfy  her  luft,  in 
the  embraces  of  a  ftallion  ;  but  the  dreadful 
confequence  of  her  boundlels  lubricity  were, 
that  fhe  was  fo  feverely  hurt  in  her  attempts 
to  procure  the  enjoyment  fhe  fought,  that 
fhe  died  in  the  greateft  agonies,  a  few  hours 
afterwards.  I  do  not  believe  that  there  is  any 
country  upon  the  face  of  the  globe,  where 
lafeivious  intemperance,  and  every  kind  of 
unbridled  lewdnefs,  is  fo  much  indulged 
in,  as  in'the  lower  provinces  of  the  empire  of 
Indojlan.  The  contamination  of  vice  is  nor 
folely  confined  to  the  two  nations,  who  are 
natives  of  the  country,  but  extends  likewife* 


to 
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to  the  Europeans,  who  fettle,  or  trade-here. 
The  climate  influences  perhaps  praore  upon 
the  conftitution  here,  than  in  j^ther  coun¬ 
tries.  i 

The  drefs  of  both  rich  and  poor,  among 
the  Moguls,  is  nearly  alike^nd  differs  only 
in  coftlinefs.  It  con  fills 'of  a  long  coat, 
which  is  called  kabay,  as  has  been  before  de~ 
fcribed.  They  tie  a  girdle  round  the  mid¬ 
dle,  and  in  it,  on  the  left  fide,  they  wear  a 
weapon,  which  they  call  by  a  name  that 
may  be  tranflated  belly-piercer ;  it  is  about 
fourteen  inches  long  ;  broad  near  the  hilt, 
and  tapering  away  to  a  fharp  point ;  it  is 
made  of  fine  Heel ;  the  handle  has,  on  each 
fide  of  it,  a  catch,  which,  when  the  weapon 
is  griped  by  the  hand,  fhuts  round  the  wrift, 
and  fecures  it  from  being  dropped.  They 
feldom  or  never  go  out,  without  having  it  in 
their  girdle,  in  the  fame  manner,  as  the  Ja¬ 
van  etc  wear  their  knifes. 
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v  CHAPTER  IV. 

Government  hi  Bengal. — Coins. — Weights. — Mea* 
^jjes^—-B^^ons^ff¥ime. — Chro  nometers . — Coun¬ 
try-boats.  — '  3 ..and- carriage.  —  Animals.  --  Ele¬ 
phants.  —  Tigers.- — Wild  Buffaloes. — Jackals.-— 
Snakes. — Injects. — Birds  of  Trey. — Fifh.  —  Croco¬ 
diles. -^-Languages. — Articles  of  Commerce. — Silk. 
. — Management  of  the  Silkworms. — Cotton  Manu¬ 
factures. — Opium. — Mode  of  its  Cultivation  and 
Collection. — Annual  Quantity  collected. — Saltpetre, 
—Gumlack.— Articles  of  Importation. 

&ENGAL  is  under  the  administration  of 
a  governor,  ftyled  Nabob ,  or  properly  Na- 
wab,  who'  was  formerly  appointed  by  the 
emperor  of  Indojlan ,  or  the  Great  Mogul 
(but  now  this  is  done  by  the  Englifh),  as  his 
lieutenant.  Thefe  viceroys  were  generally 
taken,  in  an  hereditary  fucceflion,  or  in  de¬ 
fault  of  a  male  heir,  from  the  neareft  rela¬ 
tives  j  and  though  they  were  only  the  dele¬ 
gates  of  the  emperor,  as  lord  paramount, 
they  ruled,  in  fadt,  as  Sovereign  princes. 
They  were,  however,  obliged  to  ftirnifh 
men  and  arms  to  the  emperor,  when  at  war, 

and 


E  459  ] 

and.  to  pay  a  certain  proportion  of  thd  an¬ 
nual  revenues  which  they  drew  /from  this 
wealthy  country,  to  the  Imperial  treafury 
the  reft  being  left  to  themfeljfes.  The 
English,  at  prefent,  colled  tj/e  revenues, 
and  make  the  diftribution, ^giving,  both  to 
the  emperor,  and  to  the  nabob,  no  more 
than  they  choofe  to  fpare,  and  leaving  to 
the  latter  only  the  outward  femblance  of 
authority. 

Every  diftrid  has  its  own  governor, under 
the  denomination  of  faufdar ,  who  muft  ren¬ 
der  account  of  his  adminiftration  to  the  na¬ 
bob. 

Tnefe  again  appoint  in  every  town  or 
village  a  zemindar ,  who  rules  over  the 
place,  and  part  of  the  circumjacent  country, 
and  fettles  all  differences  which  arife  be¬ 
tween  the  inhabitants, 

*  We  have  no  particular  account  of  the  amounts  paid 
into  the  Imperial  treafury,  from  the  province  of  {ex¬ 

cept  one,  of  the  year  170 7,  when  the  empire  was  in  its  moil 
flourifhing  ftate,  under  the  famous  Aurengzkbe.  The 
revenue  from  the  fubah  of  Bengal  was  then  524  636,240 
dams,  making  at  forty  dams,  and  zs.  6d  per  rupee,  1,639,48b'/. 
jr.  fterling.  The  whole  of  the  revenues  from  all  the  pro¬ 
vinces,  then  amounted  to  12, 07 1, 876, 840  dams,  or  3  7, 724, 61 5/. 
s  s.  64-  fterling.  T. 
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The  only  current  coins  in  Bengal ,  and  in 
the  wholev, extent  of  Indojlan ,  are  gold  and 
filver  rupeeh  All  foreign  gold  and  lilver, 
whether  canned,  or  in  bullion,  is  carried  to 
the  mint,  aiftl  transformed  into  rupees, which 
are  ftamped  ^f<th  Perfian  letters  inftead  of 
any  portrait,  or  arms. 

They  decreafe  every  year  in  value,  and 
at  the  end  of  nine  years,  the  ficca  rupees 
are  taken  at  the  fame  ra.te  as  Arcot  rupees. 

Whep  the  rupees  firll  come  from  the 
ipint,  they  are  called  ficca  rupees  of  the  firft 
year.  Thofe  which  are  coined  at  MoorJJ:e- 
dabad  are  the  current  coin  in  which  the 
trade  of  the  Company  is  carried  on,  and 
by  which  all  the  other  rupees  in  cir¬ 
culation  here,  are  reduced.  It  is  divided 
into  fixteen  annas ;  its  intrinfic  value  in 
Dutch  money,  is  one  gilder,  four  ftivers 
and  a  half,  and  it  is  taken  in  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  books  at  twenty-five  fcivers ;  but 
in  Indian  currency,  at  thirty-one  Havers 
and  a  half,  for  which  it  is  current  at 
Jiougty  *.  It  is  the  money  of  account,  ac¬ 
cording. 

*  In  Sir  Isaac  Newton’s  table  of  the  aflkys,  weights, 
and  values  of  foreign  fllver  and  gold  coins,  made  at  the  Mint, 

ty 
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cording  to  which  the  value  of  the  oth^r  ru¬ 
pees  are  calculated,  at  a  difcounf,  or  agio* 
which  is  called  batta ,  of  from  fix  to  twelve 
per  cent,  which  undergoes  continual  fluctu¬ 
ations,  by  the  management  of  ^:he  money¬ 
changers.  The  Arcot  rupe^,  which  are 
coined  by  the  Englifh  at  Arcot ,  and  by  the 
French  at  Pondicherry ,  go  for  thirty  ftivers  *, 
yet  the  laft  are  reckoned  from  one  to  three 
per  cent  better  than  the  former. 

The  gold  rupee,  which  is  called  mohur,  is 
worth  fifteen  filver  Jicca  rupees. 

Halves,  fourths,  eighths,  and  fifteenths  of 
rupees,  are  likewife  coined  ;  the  laft,  as  above 
faid,  are  called  annas . 

Copper  coin  is  not  feen  in  Bengal .  For 
change  they  make  ufe  of  the  fmall  feafhells, 
called  cowries,  eighty  of  which  make  a 


by  order  of  the  privy-council,  before  the  year  1 717,  the  af- 
i'ayof  the  rupee  is  ftated  at  i6~  dnuts.  better  than  ftandard  ; 
its  weight,  at  7  d-vots.  13.  gr.;  its  ftandard  weight,  at  8  thuts. 
a gr.  453  pts.i  and  its  intrinfic  value  at  24  d.  ov.  The 
Englith  generally  compute  it  to  be  currently  worth  zt.  6 d. 
fieri  ing.  T. 

*  According  to  Ricaud,  the  Arcot  are  fix  per  cent  lefs  in 
value  than_/f'cYj  rupees.  Befides  thefe,  the  Bombay  and  Ma¬ 
dras  rupees,  are  current  in  Bengal,  and  arc  three  per  cent  be¬ 
low  the  ftandard,  or  Jicca  rupee.  T, 

poni,. 
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font ;  and  fixty,  or  fixty-five  poms,  accord¬ 
ing  as  there  are  few  or  many  cowries  in 
the  country,  make  a  rupee  *.  They  come 
from  the  Maidive  iflands.  The  money¬ 
changers  fi[  upon  all  the  bazars  with  quan¬ 
tities  of  theVi,  to  furniih  the  lower  orders 
with  changej'Vqr  the  purchafe  of  neceffa- 
ries.  One  hundred  thoufand  rupees  make 
what  is  called  a  lack ,  and  one  hundred 
lacks,  or  ten  millions  of  rupees,  a  crore . 

Weights  in  Bengal ,  are  calculated  by 
maunds ,  of  which  there  are  three  forts ;  all 
however,  divided  by  forty  Jeer,  or  eight 
paans  feer.  At  Hongly ,  or  Cbinfurah ,  the 
maund  kalfah ,  or  Company’s  maund,  weighs 
fixty-eight  pounds  Amfterdam ;  the  maund 
bazar ,  feventy-fix  j  and  the  maund  pakka, 
feventy-feven. 

Two  peculiar  maunds  are  ufed  at  Cojjimba - 
zar ;  namely,  the  maund  fjitthur ,  for  the 
hlk-trade,which  weighs  feventy-two  pounds, 
and  the  muts  mawid ,  which  contains:  the 

*  There  is  a  great  variation  in  the  value  of  cowries  in 
Bengal-,  Ricaud  fays,  2,560  make  a  rupee;  Bolts,  4,000  to 
4,800 ;  and  our  author,  4,800,  to  5,200.  The  cheapnefs  of 
provifions  in  Bengal,  makes  it  convenient  to  have  fo  very 
low  a  medium,  for  dealings  among  the  poor.  T. 


weight 
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weight  of  three  thoufand  two  hundred  ficca 
rupees;.  , 

A  Jeer  kalfah  is  ii -db. ;  a  Jeer  bazar ,  i-h  ; 
and  a  Jeer  pakka  iH. 

Weights  made  of  (tones  dre  ufed  for 
weighing  by  Jeers,  which  is  the  general  me¬ 
dium  of  (ale  of  almoft  e^ery  thing,  even 
vegetables  and  milk  not  excepted. 

The  meafures  of  length,  are  cobidos ,  and 
gefs)  or  gojs.  At  Chinjurah ,  a  cobido  is  one 
foot  five  inches  Rhineland  meafure  *.  The 
general  length  of  the  cobido,  is  taken  to  be 
from  the  elbow  of  a  full  grown  man,  to 
the  tip  of  the  middle  finger,^  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  cubit  of  the  ancients.  A 
gejsy  or  gofs,  is  two  cobidos ,  being,  at  Chin- 
fur  ah  y  two  feet  and  ^en  inches  Rhineland 
meafure.  The  cobido ,  is  the  univerfal  mea¬ 
fure  of  length,  all  over  the  weft  of  India. 

Diftances  between  places,  are  mealured 
by  cofs }  five  cofs,  are  equal  to  about  two 
Dutch  miles  -f*. 

*  The  cobjdo  in  Bengal  is,  as  near  as  poHIble  \\  of  an 
Englilh  yard ;  the  exaft  proportion  is,  that  7,278  cobidos 
make  3,773  yards.  T. 

f  The  co/s  in  Bengal  is  generally  taken,  by  the  Englilh,  to 
be  about  two  miles ;  in  the  upper  parts  of  hdojlan  it  is  only 
about  one  and  a  half.  T. 
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Tlje  day  and  night,  are  here  divided  mtd 
four  quarters,  each  of  fix  hours,  and  thefe 
again  into  fifteen  parts,  of  twenty-four  mi¬ 
nutes  each. ,  For  a  chronometer,  they  ufe  a 
kind  of  difA  of  thin  brafs,  at  the  bottom  of 
which  there  is  a  little  hole':  this  is  put  into 
a  veffel  or  largt;  pot  with  water  j  and  it 
runs  full  in  a  certain  time.  They  begin 
their  firft  quarter  at  fix  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  They  flrike  the  quarters  and  fub- 
divifions  of  time,  with  a  wooden  hammer, 
upon  a  flat  piece  of  iron,  or  fleel,  of  about 
ten  inches  in  diameter,  which  is  called  a 
garnial,  and  gives  a  pretty  fmart  found, 
which  can  be  heard  at  fome  diftance.  The 
quarters  are  firft  ftruck,  and  then  as  many 
times  as  the  brafs  difh  has  run  full,  in  that 
quarter.  None  but  the  chief  men  of  a  dif- 
tridl  are  allowed  to  have  a  garnial ,  and  ftiil 
they  may  not  ftrike  the  firft  divifion  of  the 
firft  quarter,  which  is  a  privilege  referved 
to  the  nabob  alone.  Thofe  who  attend  at 
thefe  clocks,  muft  be  of  the  brahmin  cafte. 

The  vefTels  .which  are  ufed  for  inland 
navigation,  on  the  Ganges ,  are  very  lightly 
built  of  thin  deals,  without  either  keel  or 
fide-timbers.  The  edges  of  the  planks  are 
faftened 
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fattened  together  with  ftaples,  and  the  feams 
are  flopped  up  with  mofs,  and  payed*with 
greafe.  The  largeft  width  of  them  is  about 
one-third  of  their  whole  length  from  the 
ttern,  where  they  run  up  with  a  bend  ;  they 
are  very  fharp  forwards,  and  are  not  very 
high  above  the  water.  Although  they  are 
of  different  fizes,  they  are  all  of  the  fame 
thape  and  conftru&ion ;  and  fome  of  them 
can  load  fifty  thoufand  pounds  weight  of 
merchandize,  and  more  *. 

The  boats  ufed  by  the  Europeans,  as  well 
as  by  the  natives  of  confideration,  for  tra¬ 
velling,  are  called  budgerows.  On  the  out- 
fide  they  have  the  fame  conftruflion  with 
the  former,  but  within,  they  are  calculated 
for  convenience.  The  fpace  from  the  mid- 

*  Thefe  boats  are  called  burs  in  Bengal ;  they  are  rude 
barks,  and  have  a  Angle  mad,  with  a  large  fquare  fail  ;  they 
rake  in  a  great  quantity  of  water  from  the  fides  and  bottoms, 
which  compels  the  crew  to  employ  fome  people  continually 
in  baling.  They  are  ufed  for  the  carriage  of  cotton,  and 
other  bulky  materials,  the  weights  of  which  cannot  bear 
any  proportion  to  their  fize.  In  common  with  all  the  other 
boats  of  the  country,  their  bottoms  are  nearly  flat ;  indeed  it 
would  be  impracticable,  on  the  Canges,  to  employ  vefiels 
calculated  to  draw  any  confiderable  quantity  of  water,  as 
the  navigation  is  rendered  extremely  dangerous,  from  the 
funds  being  continually  drifting.  T. 

VOL.  J.  H  H 
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die  to  the  Hern,  is  occupied  by  one  or  two 
apartments,  having  windows  on  the  fides ; 
thefe  rooms  are  from  fix  to  feven  feet  in 
height,  and  are  as  commodious  as  if  they 
were  in  a  houfe.  The  flernmofl  of  them, 
is  the  bedroom.  The  budgerows  are  of  va¬ 
rious  fizes,  from  twenty-five  to  fixty  feet 
in  dength,  and  longer.  They  are  rowed, 
as  the  former  are,  by  from  fix  to  twenty 
men.  The  oars  are  long  poles,  to  the  end 
of  which  a  little  oval  board  is  nailed,  in 
lieu  of  a  leaf ;  they  do  not  Hrike  the  water 
crofs  ways,  but  obliquely  backwards.  Some¬ 
what  more  forwards  Hands  a  mail,  upon  which 
a  fquare  fail  is  hoified,  when  they  go  be¬ 
fore  the  wind ;  when  they  have  a  fider 
wind,  they  drive  down  athwart  the  Hream, 
not  having  a  keel,  or  timber  enough  un¬ 
der  water,  being  flatbottomed,  and  drawing 
fcarcely  a  foot,  or  a  foot  and  a  half  *. 

They 

*  The  Buelgerc-ws  are  fleered  by  a  large  paddle,  or  oar, 
extending  ten  feet  from  the  flern  ;  and  befides  the  mail  men¬ 
tioned  in  he  text,  they  have  likewife  a  topmafl,  with  a  fquare 
topfail,  for  fine  weather.  The  Englifli  gentlemen  in  Bengal , 
have  made  great  improvements  in  the  iuJgerows,  by  intro¬ 
ducing  a  broad  flat  floor,  fquare  fterns,  and  broad  bows. 
They  thereby  are  rendered  much  fafer,  fail  near,  and  keep 

their 
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They  have  another  kind  of  boats,  which 
they  call  pulwahs.  Thefe  are  ver^Jong, 
low,  and  narrow  ;  they  are  not  calculated 
for  the  conveyance  of  goods  :  they  are  fcull- 
ed  inftead  of  being  rowed,  and  they  are 
very  expeditious  for  palling  from  one  place 
to  another 

At 

their  wind  5  and  there  is  no  danger  attending  their  taking 
the  ground ;  they  are  befides  calculated  to  carry  more  fail.  T, 

*  A  gentleman  in  his  budgerow ,  is  ufuaily  attended  by  a 
pukoab,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  kitchen,  and  a  fmaller 
boat,  which  is  called  a  paunctmay,  and  is  deftined  to  convey 
him  either  on  fhore,  or  on  board,  as  it  frequently  happens 
that  the  budgtrvto  cannot  come  clofe  to  the  place  where  he 
willies  to  land,  or  to  embark.  Thefe  boats  move  more  ex- 
peditiouflv  than  the  budgerows  ;  but  paunchiuays  are  nearly 
of  the  fame  general  con'ftruftion,  with  this  difference,  that  the 
greateft  breadth  is  fornewhat  farther  aft,  and  the  Hern  lower. 
Another  boat  of  this  country,  which  is  very  curioufly  con- 
ftruficd,  is  called  a  mowpunLey:  thefe  are  very  long  and  nar¬ 
row,  fometimes  extending  to  upwards  of  an  hundred  feet  in 
length,  and  not  mote  than  eight  feet  in  breadth ;  they  are 
alwajs  paddled,  fometimes  by  forty  men,  and  are  fleered  by 
a  large  paddle  from  the  ftern,  which  rifes  either  in  the  fhape 
of  a  peacock,  a  fnake,  or  forne  other  animal  ;  the  paddlers  are 
diretfled  by  a  man  who  Hands  up,  and  fometimes  makes  ufe 
of  a  branch  of  a  riant,  to  regulate  their  motions,  ufing  much 
gefticuiation,  and  teding  his  flory,  to  excite  either  laughter, 
or  exertion.  In  one  part  of  the  ftern  is  a  canopy  iupported 
by  pillars,  in  which  are  feated  the  owner  and  his  friends,  who 
partake  of  the  retired)  ing  breezes  of  the  evening ;  thefe  boats 
h  k  %  m 


[  468  ] 

At  latid,  the  general  conveyance  of  paf- 
fengehs  •  is  by  palankeens ,  which  are  a  fort 
of  litters.  For  carrying  goods,  carts  of  ^ 
very  fimple  conftru&ion  are  made  ufe  of ; 
they  are  drawn  by  oxen,  or  buffaloes  *. 
But  the  tranfporting  of  goods  is  moftly  ef¬ 
fected  by  water,  through  the  numerous  chan¬ 
nels  and  creeks,  with  which  the  country  is 
interfered. 

Among  the  land-animals  which  are  found 
here,  the  elephant  holds  the  firft  rank,  on 
account  of  its  fize.  I  faw  four  of  thefe  un- 
wieidly  creatures  at  Hougly,  who  were  full 
twelve  feet  in  height.  Each  of  them  had 
a  conductor,  who  fat  upon  the  neck,  and 
was  able,  with  a  fhort  iron  hook  which  he 
held  in  his  hand,  together  with  his  voice,  to 
govern  the  huge  animal  at  pleafure. 

Tigers  are  very  numerous  in  the  woods, 
and  they  often  faily  out  into  the  inhabited 
places.  I  faw  fome  of  them,  which  were 
kept,  in  wooden  cages,  by  the  Englifh  at 

are  very  expenfive,  owing  to  the  beautiful  decorations  of 
painted  and  gilt  ornaments,  which  are  highly  varnifhed,  and 
exhibit  a  confidcrrtle  degree  of  tafte.  T. 

*  Thefe  carts  are  called  hackeries ;  they  run  upon  two 
wheels,  and  have  a  covering.  T. 


Calcutta , 
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Calcutta ,  of  the  fize  of  a  large  calf.  ^  The 
great  men  of  the  land  take  muck  pleafure 
in  making  them  fight  with  other  animals, 
elephants  and  buffaloes. 

There  are  likewife  a  vaft  number  of  wild 
buffaloes  in  the  woods  ;  they  are  much 
larger  and  fiercer  than  bulls  ;  they  have 
horns  of  full  five  feet  in  length,  and  it  is 
very  dangerous  to  meet  with  them,  if  not 
provided  with  firearms.  Even  then,  if  one 
has  the  misfortune  not  to  kill  them  outright, 
the  danger  is  ftill  greater,  unlefs  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  tree,  into  which  the  man  muff  in- 
ffantly  climb,  offer  its  friendly  prote&ion. 
The  crew  of  my  ftrip  killed  feveral  of  them 
at  Ingellee ;  their  flelh  is  tolerably  good  eat¬ 
ing,  and  the  females,  when  they  are  tamed, 
are  milked  like  cows ;  yet  their  milk  is  not 
efteemed  wholefome,  being  fuppofed  to  be 
heating  and  acrimonious. 

Jackals  are  a  fort  of  wild  dogs,  fome- 
what  larger  than  a  common  fpaniel ;  they 
have  a  thick  head,  and  a  Iharp  nole  ;  their 
fur  is  brown,  and  the  hair  long;  they  have 
a  thick  and  rough  tail,  which  hangs  down  ; 
they  do  not  run  faff,  unlefs  when  hunted. 
The  woods  fwarm  with  them ;  they  come 
hh  3  down 
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dowrt  to  the  fides  of  the  river,  towards  the 
evening,  and  feed  upon  the  carrion,  and  the 
dead  bodies  which  are  neither  burnt  noT 
buried,  and  which,  if  they  were  to  remain' 
there,  would  fill  the  air  with  putrid  effluviae, 
and  be  the  occafion  of  peftilential  diforders. 
The  Indian  riame  for  thefe  animals  is 
chakal.  Their  cry  is  like  that  of  a  human 
being. 

Snakes,  of  all  kinds,  abound  in  the  fields, 
and  in  the  old  buildings.  It  is  therefore 
very  dangerous,  in  damp  weather,  to  walk 
in  the  grafs,  where  their  infidious  folds 
lie  concealed  from  the  eve  of  the  un¬ 
wary  pafTenger.  If  they  are  unfortunately 
trod  upon,  they  are  lure  to  bite  the  offender  ; 
but  if  one  of  the  lerpent-charmers  be  im¬ 
mediately  at  hand,  by  fuffering  a  little  pain, 
a  cure  is  loon  effected  ;  without  their  aflift- 
ance,  death  is  often  the  confequence. 

Scorpions,  centipedes,  and  a  great  many 
other  infects,  are  likewife  pretty  abundant. 
The  mod  troublelbme  of  all,  are  the  flies, 
gnats,  and  bugs  which  torment  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  both  day  and  night. 

Great  numbers  of  birds  of  prey  are  alfo 
feen  here.  Among  them,  a  kind  of  eagle 

is 


[  47 1  J 

is  the  moft  remarkable  for  fize.  They 
feed  upon  nothing  but  cfead  carcafes,-  'There 
are  likewile  aifonilhing  numbers  of  birds  of 
prey,  wl^ch  are  about  the  fize  of  a  kite, 
and  fo  bold,  that,  in  flying,  they  will  pounce 
down,  and  fnatch  a  piece  of  meat,  or  bread, 
out  of  the  hands  of  a  man :  I  law  them, 
frequently  do  this  to  the  children  of  the 
houfe  where  I  lived.  As  well  as  the 
jackals,  they  are  of  great  benefit  in  this 
country,  by  devouring  the  carrion. 

There  are  but  very  few  different  forts  of 
filh  in  the  rivers  :  one  called  the  baldhead  is 
thought  to  be  the  bell:  tailed. 

There  are  likewife  crocodiles,  or  alliga¬ 
tors,  but  which  are  not,  in  general,  very 
large. 

The  Bengalefe  and  Moors  have  each  a 
4iftin£t  language  and  writing.  That  of 
the  lattter  has  much  analogy  with  the 
Perfian,  and  is  the  language  of  the  court. 

The  chief  articles  of  commerce  which 
the  country  yields,  are  lilk,  muflins,  calli- 
coes,  cottons,  and  other  piecegoods ;  opium, 
faltpetre,  and  gumlack.  Others,  luch  as 
wheat,  rice,  butter,  &c.  can  only  be  reckoned 
ealual  branches  of  trade. 


H  h  4 
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Silk  is  chiefly  prepared  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  *<5f  Qojjimbazar.  *  The  manner  of  col¬ 
lecting  is  as  follows  :  at  the  time  cf  the 
year  when  it  is  thought  the  fitted  for  the 
filkworm  to  begin  its  labours,  the  eggs 
which  were  preferved  from  the  laft  feafon, 
upon  a  piece  of  jvhite  cotton,  are  expofed 
to  the  rays  of  the  fun.  As  foon  as  the 
worms  are  hatched,  they  are  put  upon  an¬ 
other  white  piece  of  cotton.  Math  a  mat 
under  it,  and  laid  under  cover  ;  they  are 
then  furnifhed  every  day  with  frefh  leaves 
of  a  fort  of  mulberry-tree,  called  here  toot , 
the  fruit  of  which  is  not  fit  to  be  eaten. 
They  do  not  fuffer  the  plants  of  this  tree  to 
flioot  .  up  more  than  three  or  four  feet, 
whereby  they  prevent  the  leaves  from  grow¬ 
ing  hard,  of  which  the  confequence  would 
be,  that  the  filk  would  be  coarfer,  and  of  an 
inferior  quality. 

In  the  mean  time,  a  round  mat  is  pre¬ 
pared,  which  has  a  flip,  or  border,  of  about 
two  inches  deep,  Handing  upright  upon  it, 
encircling  firft  its  outer  edge,  and  then  run¬ 
ning  in  a  fpiral  diredion,  to  the  center,  leav¬ 
ing  an  intermediate  fpace  of  about  an  inch 
and  a  half 

As 
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As  foon  as  they  perceive  that  a  worm  is 
about  to  fpin,  they  take  it  away’*Yrom  the 
others,  ancl  put  it  upon  this  mat,  between  the 
borders,  where  it  fpins  its  ball,  or  cocoon* 
which  is  afterwards  reeled  off  in  warm 
water. 

The  nymphae  which  .come  from  the  co¬ 
coons  that  are  reeled  off,  are  not  thought  fit 
for  preferving  the  eggs  of  them  ;  but  thofe 
which  they  keep  for  that  purpofe,  are  fuf- 
fered,  when  they  become  moths,  to  eat  their 
way  through  the  balls  ;  and  of  thefe  per¬ 
forated  cocoons  they  make  an  inferior  kind 
of  filk,  called  floret. 

The  materials  from  which  their  piece- 
goods  are  wove,  is  the  capok ,  or  cotton.  It 
grows  upoh  a  fhrub,  or  tree,  which  is  cul¬ 
tivated  in  very  great  abundance,  in  this 
country,  though  yet  not  in  fufficient  quan¬ 
tities  for  all  the  piecegoods  which  are  an¬ 
nually  manufa&ured  here  ;  for  much  of  it 
is  brought  hither  from  Surat.  Some  kinds 
of  piecegoods,  likewife,  require  two  different 
forts  of  capok. 

The  capok  is  ftretched  with  a  wire,  upon 
an  arched  piece  of  wood,  like  a  bow,  clean¬ 
ed  from  all  its  impurities,  fpun  by  the  wo¬ 
men 
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men  \jjto  yarn,  and  finally  woven  into  piece- 
goods  of  Various  denominations  by  the  men. 

The  weaving  manufactories  are  difperfed 
throughout  the  country,  and  are  call  au- 
rungs.  A  diftindt  kind  is  wove  in  every 
diftriCt. 

Printed  cottons, commonly  called  chintzes, 
are  not  manufactured  here,  but  on  the  coaft 
of  Coromandel ;  except  near  Patna ,  in  the 
province  of  Bahar ,  whence  fome  of  them 
come,  which  are  called,  from  the  name  of 
the  place,  Patna  chintzes. 

The  finefi:  muflins  and  cottons  are  made 
about  Dacca ,  where  likewile  the  fined:  capok 
is  produced. 

Opium  is  a  very  important  production, 
both  for  the  inland  trade,  and  that  which 
is  carried  on  by  fea,  to  the  coaft  of  Coroman¬ 
del^  and  Batavia.  It  is  not,  in  fait,  pro¬ 
duced  in  Bengal,  but  in  Bahar ,  which  bor¬ 
ders  upon  the  former ;  but  all  that  is  ex¬ 
ported,  comes  down  the  Ganges.,  through 
Bengal.  More  than  one  hundred  rhoufaud 
pounds  weight  of  this  drugisannually  fhipped 
bv  our  Company’s  vefiels,  and  is  confumedat 
Java,  the  Moluccas ,  and  other  places  in  the 
eaftern  part  of  Afia.  The  natives  of  all 

thofe 
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thofe  countries  are  very  fond  of  it?<  fmoking 
it  together  with  their  tobacco,  or  chewing  it 
unmixed. 

The  mode  in  which  it  is  collected  is  as 
follows  :  the  feed  is  fown  in  the  month  of 
Odtcber,  in  a  foil  which  has  been  fpecially 
prepared  for  the  purpofe^  not  without  much 
trouble. 

A  fortnight  or  three  weeks  afterwards, 
fome  of  the  feeds  are  dug  up,  in  order  to  fee 
whether  they  have  already  germinated  and 
ftruck  root ;  if  this  be  the  cafe,  they  begin 
to  water  the  fields,  which  are  all  cut  through 
with  furrows,  conveying  the  moifture  to 
every  part. 

When  the  bylbous  root  of  the  plant  be¬ 
gins  to  arrive  at  maturity,  which  only  happens 
after  the  petals  of  the  flowers  have  fallen,  the 
planter  daily  examines  one  of  the  pooreft 
roots,  to  fee  whether  they  are  ripe  enough 
for  collecting  the  fap ;  for  this  purpofe  he 
makes  ufe  of  a  little  fharp  knife,  with  which, 
in  the  morning,  he  makes  an  inci'flon  in -the 
bulb,  and  if  he  find,  in  the  evening,  that  a 
gummy  fap,  the  opium,  have  exfuded  from 
it,  it  is  a  fign  that  the  roots  are  fufficiently 
ripe.  Hereupon,  men,  women,  and  chil¬ 
dren, 
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dren,  Jor  an  incredible  number  of  people 
are  employed  in  this  work,  refort  to  the 
opium-fields,  in  order  to  open  the  bulbs. 
They  take  them  in  the  hollow  of  the  hand, 
holding  them  faff  by  the  flalk  between  the 
fingers,  and  make  the  incifion,  yet  with 
great  precaution,  .that  the  inner  membrane 
be  not  wounded,  for  then  the  root  dies  in- 
ftantly.  After  having  thus  cut  open  the  roots 
in  the  evening,  they  all  return,  early  the 
next  morning,  to  the  field,  each  with  a  little 
pot,  and  gently  fcrape  off,  with  a  little  fhell, 
the  congealed  fap,  which  has  extilled  from 
the  bulb,  into  the  pot,  giving  another  cut  in 
the  root,  the  produce  of  which  they  again 
collect  in  the  evening. 

If  the  roots  be  fine  and  large,  the  incifion 
can  be  repeated  three  or  four  times. 

The  fap,  which  is  collected  both  morning 
and  evening,  is  delivered  to  the  proprietor 
of  the  field,  upon  the  return  of  the  la¬ 
bourers  j  and  it  is  then  put  all  together  into 
lar^e  tubs,  where  it  purifies  itlclf  by  fermen¬ 
tation. 

The  eolle&ion  of  the  opium  t  ikes  place 
in  the  months  of  January  and  February. 

A  piece. 
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A  piece  of  land  of  ten  rood  fquare  *,  is 
generally  eftimated  to  yield  five  or  frx  pounds 
weight  of  opium,  and  affords  a  great  profit  to 
the  planter. 

When  the  fap  has  done  fermenting,  and 
has  attained  a  proper  degree  of  confiftence, 
it  is  made  into  cakes.  TThe  leaves  of  trees, 
which  have  fallen,  are  then  collected  from 
the  ground,  and  after  being  wetted,  one  by 
one,  are  ftuck  together,  about  the  fize  of  a 
common  plate :  the  gummy  fubftance  is  next 
taken  up  by  the  hands,  laid  upon  the  leaves, 
three  or  four  inches  thick,  and  covered  over 
with  the  fame  leaves. 

It  is  then  carried  to  the  fa&ory,  where  it 
is  narrowly  examined,  afforted,  and  packed 
in  fquare  boxes,  which  are  lined  with  lea¬ 
ther  ;  thefe  are  then  embaled  in  goenje  -f, 
weighed,  the  grofs  weight  marked  upon 
them,  and  fent  down  from  Patna  to  Hougly, 
or  Chtnfurah.  They  are  weighed  here 
again,  without  unpacking  them ;  and  if 
they  are  found  to  weigh  two  or  three 

*  A  rood  is  the  fourth  part  of  an  acre.  T. 

f  A  kind  of  coarfe  and  ftrong  cloth,  or  canvafs,  like  car- 
.peting,  ufed  for  embaiing  of  goods.  T. 

pounds 
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pounds  lefs  than  at  Patna ,  they  are  ap¬ 
proved  of;  for  opium  always  dries  up,  and 
becomes  lighter  ;  but  if  they  are  heavier, 
it  is  a  ngn  that  they  have  received  damage 
from  water,  during  the  paflage  down,  and 
they  are  then  unpacked,  and  alforted  anew, 
before  they  are  fhipped  to  Batavia. 

A  gentleman  who  had  refided  many  years 
at  Patna,  and  from  whom  I  obtained  the 
above  particulars,  told  me,  that  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  this  drug  collected  annually  in  Ba- 
har,  amounted  to  lixteen  thoufand  maunds, 
which  make  upwards  of  one  million  of 
pounds  ;  the  largeft  part  of  which  is  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  inland  trade,  and  is  conveyed 
by  land -carriage  from  Indojlan,  to  almoft 
every  part  of  Ajia. 

Saltpetre  is  like  wife  a  principal  article, 
which  is  annually  exported  from  Bengal, 
and  is  equally  produced  in  the  province  of 
Bahar.  It  is  a  natural  lalt,  thrown  up  out 
of  the  ground,. and,  being  mixed  with  earth, 
it  is  taken  in  this  Hate,  put  into  large 
troughs,  water  poured  upon  it,  and  ftirred 
about,  till  the  nitrous  particles  are  diiTohed  ; 
the  water,  thus  impregnated,  is  drawn  off, 

and 
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and  being  boiled  in  large  pans,  the  moiflure 
evaporates,  and  leaves  the  faltpetre  behind  j 
which  is  then,  without  farther  preparation, 
put  into  bags  to  be  flfipped  off. 

In  the  year  1770,  full  two  millions  and 
a  half  pounds  weight,  of  this  article,  was 
exported  by  the  fix  flops  of  our  Company, 
which  failed  from  Bengal ,  in  that  year, 
three  bound  to  Batavia ,  and  three  to  Hol¬ 
land. 

Gumlack  is  produced  from  a  fort  of 
fmall  infedls,  which  are  not  unlike  flying  ants. 
Much  of  it  is  collected  in  the  moll  eaftern 
parts  of  Bengal ,  and  in  the  kingdom  of  Pegu. 
The  inhabitants  flick  little  twigs  in  the 
earth,  upon  which  thefe  infe&s  alight  in 
large  quantities,  and  leave  a  vifcid  juice  be¬ 
hind  them,  with  which  the  whole  twig  is 
covered.  When  this  is  hardened  by  the 
fun,  it  becomes  a  refinous  gum,  and 
when  dilfolved  in  water,  affords  a  fine, 
bright,  red  colour ;  it  is  uled  for  dying  of 
cottons,  efpecially  on  the  coaft  of  CoromandeL 
When  it  is  melted  over  the  fire,  and  fepa- 
rated  from  the  remains  of  the  twigs,  Ihcllack 
is  made  of  it,  in  flat  thin  pieces,  which  are 
e  deemed 


C  ♦«*  3 

fifteefotd  good,  when  they  run  down  by 
drops,  if  let  on  fire. 

The  articles  which  are  difpofed  of  to  ad¬ 
vantage  in  Bengal ,  are  all  kinds  of  fpices, 
pepper,  japan  copper,  landalwood,  and  la- 
panwood  ;  likewife  tin,  lead*  pewter,  and 
other  European  commodities. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  V. 

European  Nations  in  Bengal. — The  Englijh. — 
Events  which  gave  Rfe  to  their  Power  here. — 
Battle  of  Plajfey. — Anecdote  of  Lord  Clive. — ■ 
Their  Revenues. — Government.— Fortunes  made 
by  Individuals. — Opprejfion  of  the  Natives. — De- 
fcription  of  Calcutta. — Fort  William. — 
Their  other  Fortifications  and  great  Strength. — 
Mijunderftanding  between  the  Englijh  and  Dutch . 
— MifconduR  of  a  Dutch  Director. — The  Dutch 
FaRory. — Their  Government. — DireRor.—  Chief  of 
Cossimbazar  . — Head-Adminiftrator. —  S uper  in¬ 
tended  in  the  Cloth-room. — Chief  of  the  Military . 
— Firft  Warehovfekeeper. — Fifcal,  or  Sheriff. — 
Comptroller  of  Equipment.  —  Difpenfier ,  or  Pur¬ 
veyor. — Secretary. — Council  of  JuJlice. 

Four  European  nations  have  eflablilhed 
themfelves  here,  for  the  purpofes  of  com¬ 
merce  ;  namely,  the  Englifh,  the  Dutch, 
the  French,  and  the  Danes.  The  Eaft-In- 
dia  Company  of  Oftend ,  had  formerly  a  fac¬ 
tory  here,  about  two  Dutch  miles  below 
our’s,  on  the  eaftern  bank  of  the  Ganges , 
at  a  place  called  Bankibazart  but  which, 

'  vol.  1.  11  after 
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after  a  long  fiege,  having  been  taken  by  the 
Mocfrs,  in  1738,  or  1-3-7*,  the  Oftend  Com¬ 
pany  were  obliged  to  abandon  the  trade  of 
Bengal. 

Of  the  four  abovenaentioned  European 
nations,  the  English  are,  at  prefent,  the 
principal ;  being,  fince  their  victories  over 
the  armies  of  the  nabob,  and  the  great 
Mogul,  in  a  great  meaiure,  territorial  fove- 
reigns  of  the  country  :  and  they  make  ufe  of 
their  power,  in  this  refpedt,  to  circumfcribe, 
at  pleafure,  the  trade  of  other  nations. 

Although  they  eftabliihed  a  commercial 
intercourfe  with  this  country,  at  an  early 
period,  they  made  but  an  infignificant  figure, 
in  comparifon  with  us,  before  the  years 
i;5f  and  1756,  when  their  trade,  after 
having  been  brought  to  the  brink  of  deffruc- 
tirn,  roie,  iike  a  phoenix,  ovt  of  its  aShes; 
and  their  Company  have  twee  arrived  at  a 
pitch  of  pi>w:m  and  prosperity  in  me  weftern 
parts  of  India,  equal  to  that  of  curb  in  the 
eaftern.  This  great  change  proceeded  from, 
a  very  trifling  circumftaace,  and  one  that 
feemed,  on  the  contrary,  to  threaten  their 
entire  ruin. 

*  This  happened  in  the  year  1748.  71 

In 
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In  the  year  1 756,  the  nabob  of  CoJJim- 
bazar,  or  viceroy  of  Bengal,  deli  ring  to  have 
fome  European  goods,  fent  one  of  his 
officers,  for  that  phrpofe,  to  the  chief  iettle- 
ment  of  the  Englifh  at  Calcutta .  The  go¬ 
vernor  at  that  time,  who  was  a  man  of  a 
brutal  and  infolent  difjxrdtion,  inftead  of 
complyihg  with  the  deflre  of  the  nabob, 
having  fome  real,  or  imaginary,  motives 
for  diflatisfaftion,  had  the  envoy  feized, 
tied  to  a  flake,  and  flogged,  fending  him 
back  to  his  mafter,  without  the  things  he 
pame  for*'. 

This, 

*  The  tranfa&ion  upon  which  this  mifreprefentation  is 
founded,  happened  in  the  following  manner:  — Surajah 
DowtAH,  the  new  nabob  of  Bengal ,  one  or  two  days  after 
his  acceffion,  in  the  beginning  of  April,  1756,  wrote  a  letter 
to  the  prefident  of  Calcutta ,  ordering  him  to  deliver  up  a  man 
who  had  taken  refuge  with  the  Englifh  from  the  known  ty. 
rannical  difpofition  of  the  nabob,  with  his  treafures.  The 
bearer  of  this  letter,  came  in  a  fmall  boat,  and  landed  in  the 
difguife  of  a  common  pedlar.  He  immediately  proceeded  to 
the  houfe  of  Omichund,  a  native  merchant,  who  was  ftrong- 
ly  fufpefted  of  intriguing  with  the  nabob,  againft  the  Englifh. 
Omichund,  as  the  governor,  Mr.  Drake,  was  abfent,  in¬ 
troduced  him  to  Mr.  Hor.wEi.L,^a  member  of  the  counci  , 
who  fuperintended  the  police  of  the  town.  The  governor  re¬ 
turning  the  next  day,  fummoned  a  council,  of  which  the 
majority  being  prepofTefled  againft  Omichund,  concluded 
1  1  z  that 
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This,  as  may  eafily  be  conceived,  fo  much 
incenfed  .  the  nabob,  that  he  immediately 

that  the  meftenger  was  an  engine  prepared  by  himfelf  to  alarm 
them,  and  reftore  his  own  importance;  the  council  refolved 
that  both  the  meflenger  and  his  letter  were  too  fufpicious  t,o  be 
received  ;  and  the  fervants  who  were  ordered  to  bid  him  de¬ 
part,  turned  him  out  of  ihe  fadory,  and  off  the  fliore,  with  in- 
folence  and  derifion.  It'  was  not  this  circumftance  alone 
that  induced  Sub  a  j  ah  Dowlah  to  attack  Calcutta ,  but  other 
caufes  of  more  importance  ;  the  determined  difpofition  of  the 
tyrant  from  the  beginning  to  m  delt  the  Englifli ;  the  machi¬ 
nations  of  the  French  at  his  court ;  and  oftenfiblv,  a  letter 
written  by  Mr.  Drake,  in  anfwer  to  one  from  the  nabob, 
figi.ifyn  g  that  tie  had  been  informed  the  hnglifh  were  build¬ 
ing  a  wad,  ana  digging  a  large  ditch  round  Calcutta ,  and 
ordering  him  immediately  to  defift,  and  to  deitroy  all  the 
works  which  might  have  been  added  to  the  fortifications;  in 
his  reply,  the  go\  ernor,  perhaps  imprudently,  wrote,  “  that 
“  the  nabob  had  been  mifinformed  by  thofe  who  had  repre- 
“  fented  to  him  that  uie  Englifh  were  building  a  wall,  and 

digging  a  ditch  round  the  town  ;  that  in  the  late  war  between 
**  England  and  France,  the  French  had  attacked  and  taken 
a‘  the  town  of  Madras ,  contrary  to  the  neutrality  which  it 
‘s  was  expected  would  have  been  preferved  in  the  Mogul’s 
“  dominions ;  and  that  there  being  at  prefent  great  appearance 
“  of  another  war  between  the  two  nations,  the  Englifh  appre- 
*•  hended  that  the  Fiench  would  ad  in  the  fame  manner  in 
<l  Bengal:  to  prevent  which,  they  were  repairing  their  line  of 
«  guns  on  the  bank  of  the  river.”  It  was  upon  receipt  of 
this  letter,  on  the  17th  of  May,  at  Rajamahel,x\coX  the  nabob  in- 
flantly  ordered  his  army  to  march  back  to  Cojjimicrzar,  where 
the  Englifli  fadoryjfurrendered  to  him  on  the 4th  of  June;  and 
on  the  30th  following,  Calcutta  was  taken.  T, 
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marched  with  a  body  of  troops,  againft  Cal¬ 
cutta ,  took  and  plundered  the  place,  and  put 
to  death  feveral  of  the  Englifh,  who  had 
not  been  able  to  efcape  to  their  fhips.  From 
this  beginning,  proceeded  the  war,  which 
the  Englifh  afterwards  waged  with  fo  much 
fuccefs,  that  they  penetfated  even  as  far  as 
JDehly ,  the  capital  city  of  the  great  Mogul, 
made  themfelves  matters  of  his  perfon,  and 
rendered  a  great  part  of  this  powerful  em¬ 
pire,  tributary  to  them  ;  more  efpecially  the 
kingdoms  of  Bengal  and  Bahar ,  where  they 
are  now  abfolute  fovereigns  *. 

The  moil  important  victory  which  they 
obtained,  was  that  of  Plajfey ,  which  decided 
the  fate  of  thefe  regions,  and  in  which  battle 
they  were  forced  to  combat  an  army  of  fif¬ 
ty  thoufand  men,  commanded  by  the  vizier 
of  the  Mogul  empire,  Surajah  Dowlah, 
with  fcarcely  five  hundred  Europeans,  and 
a  fmall  number  of fipahu .  As  there  remain¬ 
ed  no  alternative  for  this  little  body  of  men, 

*  Perhaps  the  only  apology  to  be  offered  for  the  con  quells 
of  the  Englifh  in  Bengal,  is  that  of  Marmontel  far  the 
Spaniards  in  Peru ;  pour  rtnoncer  a  la  complete  il  cut  fallu  tine 
fageffe  pit  kt  peoples  n'ont  jamais  eves,  {S’  pie  Us  rois  ont  raft- 
mtnt,  T, 
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than  to  conquer  or  die,  they  fought  with  thd 
intrepidity  of  defpair,  and  obtained  a  com¬ 
plete  vidlory  *. 

General  Clive,  who  fhould  have  been 
the  leader  of  the  Englifh  troops  in  this  bat¬ 
tle,  left  the  command  to  Colonel  Coote, 
and  remained  hid  in  his  palankeen,  during 
the  combat,  out  of  the  reach  of  the  fhot, 
and  did  not  make  his  appearance  before  the 
enemy  were  put  to  flight.  Several  Englilh 
officers,  who  were  prelent  at  the  battle,  re¬ 
lated  this  anecdote  to  me  -f. 

Of 


*.  The  battle  of  Tlajfty  was  fought  on  the  24th  of  June, 
1757  ;  the  armv  of  the  nabob  confifted  of  about  50,000  foot, 
tS,ooo  horle,  and  5;  pieces  of  cannon.  The  numbers  of  the 
little  oody  oppofcd  to  this  multitude,  were  goo  Europeans,  of 
whom  100  were  artillery-men,  and  50  failors,  and  zioofepoys, 
with  eh'lir  listdpieces,  and  tivo  howitzers.  T. 

-f  This  improbable  tale,  which  has  been  told  in  various 
wavs,  owes  its  origin  to  the  following  circumllance,  whichoe- 
curted  ''hiring  tile  cannonade  preceding  the  rout,  and  is  related 
by  Mr.  Orm.  m  givin"  a  ctrcuniftanttal  account  of  this  battle, 
i:i  his  btjlery  y  Military  Tranfafihns  in  Indojlan,  vol.  ii.  page 
17 5,  m  thefe  words : — “  About  two  o’clock,  the  enemy  ceafed 
“  the  cannonade,  and  were  perceived  yoking  the  trains  of 
r,i  oxen  to  their  artillery,  and  as  foon  as  thefe  were  in  motion, 
“  their  whole  army  turned,  and  proceeded  towards  their  camp. 
fi  But  Sinfray”  (the  commander  of  about  40  Frenchmen), 
‘‘  with  hi?  party  and  fieldpieces,  ftill  maintained  his  poll  at  the 
“  tank; 
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Of  the  immenfe  annual  revenue,  .which 
they  draw  from  thefe  wealthy  provhitfes, 
they  pay  twenty-five  lacks  of  rupees  to  the 
Mogul  and  nabob,  and  retain  the  remainder, 
which  amounts  to  more  than  as  much  again, 
for  themfelves  *.  A  great  part  hereof,  how- 
*  ever, 

“  tank ;  this  was  a  good  ftation  to  cannonade  the  enemy 
“  from,  during  their  retreat;  and  Major  Kilpatrick  advanced 
“  with  two  companies  of  the  battallion,  and  two  fieldpieces, 
“  towards  the  tank,  and  fent  information  of  his  intention,  and 
“  the  reafon  of  it,  to  his  commander,  who  chanced  at  this 

time  to  be  lying  down  in  the  hunting-houfe”  (a  feat  of  the 
nabob,  clofe  to  the  field  of  battle).  “  Some  fay  he  was 
u  afleep  ;  which  is  not  improbable,  confidering  his  exertions 
“  during  the  preceding  day  and  .night;  but  this  is  no  imputa- 
**  tion  either  againft  his  courage  or  ccndr.cf.  Starting  up,  he 
“  ran  immediately  to  the  detachment,  reprimanded  Kilpatrick 
“  (harply  for  a£ling  without  his  orders and  then  proceeded 
“  himfelf  with  the  detachment  to  the  tank,  which  Sinfray 
<*  abandoned,  and  retreated  to  the  redoubts  of  the  intrench- 
H  ment.”  This  was  followed  by  the  mod  intrepid  and  aftive 
exertions  cf  Colonel  Clive,  and  a  mod;  decifive  and  impor¬ 
tant  victory,  by  which  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  camp,  their 
artillery,  elephants,  &c.  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Englifh,  who 
loft  no  more  than  about  20  Europeans,  and  52  fepoys,  killed 
and  wounded.  T. 

*  The  revenues  of  Bengal,  and  the  advantages  rcfulting  to 
the  Company  and  the  country  from  our  acquifitions  there,  are 
topics,  on  which  much  has  been  written,  more  has  been  laid, 
and  but  very  little  underftood.  From  cue  and  a  half  to 
two  millions  pounds  fterling,  is  probably  the  neareft  calcu- 
1 1  4  lation 
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ever,  if  not  the  whole,  is  abforbed  by  the 
expen'ces-  of  their  military  eftabliffiment, 
which  is  a  very  flrong  one.  In  the  year 
1770,  they  had  about  four  thoufand  Euro¬ 
pean  foldiers,  and  thirty-five,  or  forty  thou¬ 
fand,  Jipahisy  in  pay. 

Although  they  are,  in'  fadt,  fovereigns  of 
the  country,  and  receive  the  revenues  arifing 
from  it,  they  are,  however,  wife  enough  not 
to  Ihew  this  openly.  The  Mogul  retains  a 
Ihadow  of  authority,  and  the  land  is  govern¬ 
ed,  as  before,  in  his  name,  by  a  nabob,  who 
is,  however,  appointed  by  the  Englifh,  and 
dares  not  undertake  any  thing  without  their 
knowledge.  For  the  purpofe  of  keeping  him 
under  their  controul,  one  of  the  members  of 
their  government,  the  fecond  in  the  council 
of  Calcutta ,  i$  always  near  his  perfon,  and 
prefides  in  his  council.  By  this  means,  no 
meufures  are  adopted  by  the  nabob,  but  fuch 
as  are  cenfonant  with  the  views  of  the  coun¬ 
cil  of  Calcutta.  The  gentleman  who  fills 
this  important  office,  is  called  the  refident 
at  the  Durbar ,  by  which  is  underftood  the 

lation  of  the  nett  receipts  of  the  Company,  which  are  employ- 
edin  the  China-trade, and  in  inveftments  in  piecegoods  to  this 
countiy.  T 
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Moorifh  council,  and  his  influence  and  au¬ 
thority  are  fo  great,  that  the  title  of  nabob, 
or  viceroy,  ought  rather  to  be  given  to  him, 
than  to  the  nominal  nabob ;  for  the  latter 
is  obliged  to  wait  upon  the  refldent  every 
morning,  to  inform  him  of  the  occurrences 
of  the  preceding  day.  Ke  is  received  with¬ 
out  ceremony,  and  if  the  relident  be  occu¬ 
pied,  muft  wait  till  he  have  leiiure  to  afford 
an  audience. 

It  may  eafily  be  conceived,  how  ill  this 
agrees  with  the  pride  of  the  orientals,  who 
would  not  before  permit  the  approach  of  any 
European,  but  in  the  moft  humble  and  re- 
lpeftful  manner. 

The  office  of  relident  at  the  Durbar,  is 
not-  only  very  honourable,  but  it  is  likewife 
one  of  the  moft  lucrative.  Three  or  four 
years’  enjoyment  of  it,  is  fufficient  for  the 
accumulation  of  a  princely  fortune. 

In  the  year  1767,  one  of  thefe  relidents 
returned  to  Europe  with  a  fortune  of  nine 
millions  of  gilders ;  which  he  had  obtained 
by  his  dexterous  management  of  affairs, 
during  the  three  years  which  he  had  filled 
this  office. 

When  Lord  Clive  returned  to  England 

for 
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for  the  laft  time,  he  carried  away,  as  it  ii 
laid,  a  crore  of  rupees,  which  is  fifteen  mil-* 
lions  of  gilders. 

The  yoke  of  fervitude,  which  the  Englifli 
have  thus  impofed  upon  the  Moors,  is  not 
borne  very  patiently  by  them.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  they  would  'do  every  thing  in  then- 
power,  to  deliver  themfelves  from  their  ty¬ 
rants,  if  thefe  were  net  fo  firmly  eftablifhed 
here.  The  only  hope  which  remains  for 
them,  is,  that  if  the  land  be  wholly  exhauft- 
ed,  the  Englifh  will  no  more  hold  the  means 
of  maintaining  themfelves  in  their  poifef- 
ftons.  The  unfortunate  Bengalefe  are  ft  ill 
worfe  off ;  they  are  firft  oppreffed  by  the 
Moors,  and  afterwards  by  the  Englifh  ;  and 
yet  it  is  their  manual  labour  that  has  pur- 
chafed  all  the  immenfe  riches,  which  have 
been  drawn,  from  time  immemorial,  both 
by  their  neighbours  in  Afia,  and  their 
vifitors  from  Europe,  and  have  lucceflively 
fwelled  the  treafures  of  the  Great  Mogul,  of 
their  nabobs,  and  of  the  Englifh  Eaft- India 
Company.  They  work  for  a  mere  trifle, 
and  live  frugally  upon  a  little  rice,  and  fome 
vegetables.  Nothing,  or  very  little  of  the 
fpecie  that  is  imported,  goes  out  of  the  coun¬ 
try 
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try  again,  as  the  materials  for  their  manufac¬ 
tures  are  produced  in  the  land,  except  fbme 
capok,  which  is  brought  from  Surat,  Thefe 
poor  people,  who  contribute  fo  much  to  the 
profperity  of  the  country,  inftead  of  being 
favoured  and  encouraged  by  the  Englifti, 
are,  on  the  contrary,  continually  expofed  to 
the  rapacious  extortions  of  their  tafkmafters, 
and  are  oppreftcd  in  every  way,  partly  by 
open'  violence,  and  partly  by  monopolies, 
which  the  Englifh  have  made  of  all  articles 
necelfary  to  life  ;  the  dried  cowdung  even 
not  excepted,  which  thefe  poor  people  ufe 
for  fuel.  But  this  is  not  fo  much  to  be 
afcribed  to  the  Englifh  Company,  as  to  their 
fervants,  who  leave  no  means  untried,  to 
accumulate  wealth.  They  do  not  trouble 
themfelves  about  the  manner  of  obtaining 
it,  fo  they  do  but  fpeedily  amafs  the  riches 
they  are  in  fearch  of.  Inftead  of  preventing 
thefe  monopolies,  which  wrere,  in  a  great 
meafure,  the  caufe  of  the  fcarcity  of  provi- 
fions  which  was  felt  in  the  fpring  of  1770, 
the  Englifh  government  at  Calcutta ,  f'uffer 
them  to  exift  unnoticed  and  unremedied ; 
and  it  has,  in  confequence,  not  been  im¬ 
probably 
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probably  fufpe&ed,  that  they  are  themfelvea 
concerned  in  thefe  iniquitous  tranfadlions. 

The  government  of  this  prefidency,  con- 
fifts  of,  a  governor,  who  is  entirely  inde¬ 
pendent  of  thofe  at  Madras  and  Bombay ,  and 
ten  members  of  the  council,  the  fecond  of 
whom,  who  is  the*  refident  at  the  Durbar , 
feldom  affifts  at  their  deliberations.  The 
general,  or  chief,  of  the  military,  is  the  third 
in  rank ;  he  is  independent  of  the  governor, 
and  is  only  amenable  to  the  council.  The 
fourth  member,  is  the  fecond  in  the  fuperin- 
tendence  of  the  police  at  Calcutta ;  and 
others  have  each  equally  a  particular  fepa- 
rate  offi  e. 

The  governor  does  not  polTe'fs  near  fo 
much  authority  and  power,  as  the  Dutch 
governors,  or  directors,  exercife  in  their  go¬ 
vernments.  Nor  is  the  fubordination  half 
fo  ft  rift  in  the  Englifh  fettlements,  as  in 
our’s.  The  fervants  of  the  Englifh  Com¬ 
pany  have  likewife  the  advantage,  that  they 
are  fure,  in  cafes  of  vacancy,  to  be  promoted 
in  rank,  according  to  the  number  of  years 
they  have  been  in  the  fervice.  Promotions 
do  not  depend,  as  is  the  cafe  with  our  Com¬ 
pany,  upon  the  favour  of  the  chiefs,  where¬ 
by. 
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by,  with  us,  it  frequently  happens,  that  de- 
fervino-  men,  who  have  ferved  the  Company 
for  many  years,  with  diligence  and  honour, 
are  paffed  over  without  notice,  for  want  of 
influence,  and  of  friends. 

Calcutta ,  or  Coulicatta ,  as  it  is  called  by 
the  Moors,  is  the  capital  of  the  Englifli  in 
Bengal ;  although  un waited,  it  may  juilly 
deferve  the  name  of  a  city,  from  its  extent 
and  numerous  buildings 

It  lies  on  the  eaftern  bank  of  the  Ganges , 
about  thirteen  Dutch  miles  below  Chinfurah , 
and  nearly  thirty  from  the  mouth  of  the 
jriver  at  Ingellee , 

The  Ganges  is  here  full  as  broad  as  before 
our  factory,  but  it  is  much  deeper,  and  na¬ 
vigable  at  all  times  for  large  fea-fhips.  All 
their  fhips  lie  before  the  town,  anchored 
clofe  to  the  thore,  which  is  very  fteep,  owing 
to  the  rapid  currents  running  in  the  middle 
of  the  river  ;  and  the  number  of  vefiels  feen 
here  continually  palling  and  repaffing  from 
all  parts  of  India,  give  Calcutta  the  appear- 

*  In  Holland,  every  place  that  is  not  fortified,  or  walled 
round,  is  called  a  village ;  hence  the  ridiculous  afie.-tion  fo 
frequently  to  be  met  with,  that  the  Hague  is  the  largeft  village 
in  Europe  ;  it  is,  in  faft,  a  large  and  fl<J»rifliing  town ;  London 
might,  in  the  fame  manner,  be  called  a  village.  T. 


ance 
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ance  of  what  it  really  is,  a  place  of  great 
wealth  a'nd  commerce. 

The  buildings  of  the  place  extend  full 
three  miles  along  the  river,  and  about  half' 
as  much  in  breadth  from  it.  There  are- 
many  large  and  handfome  edifices  among 
them,  which  do  not  add  a  little  to  the  beauty 
of  the  town.  They  would  have  a  better 
effect,  if  they  were  built  as  regularly  as  at 
Batavia  ;  but  little  fymmetry  or  order  has 
been  cbferved  in  laying  out  the  ftreets. 

In  the  middle  of  the  city,  a  large  open 
place  has  been  left,  in  which  there  is  a  great 
tank  or  rcfervoir,  covering  upwards  of 
twenty-five  acres  of  ground.  It  was  dug  by 
order  of  the  government,  to  provide  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Calcutta  with  water,  as  in  the 
dry  feafon  the  water  of  the  Ganges  becomes 
brackifh  by  the  influx  of  the  tide,  while 
that  in  the  tank  is,  on  the  contrary,  very 
fweet  and  pleafant.  The  number  of  fprings 
which  it  contains,  make  the  water  in  it 
always  nearly  at  the  fame  level.  It  is  railed 
round,  no  one  may  wafh  in  it,  but  all 
are  at  liberty  to  take  as  much  water  from 
it  as  they  like. 

Near  this  tank,  is  a  ftone  monument, 
eredtecj 
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ere&ed  in  memory  of  thirty  Englifh  pri- 
foners,  both  men  and  women,  who,  when 
Calcutta  was  taken  by  the  nabob  Surajah 
Dowlah,  were  (hut  up  in  a  narrow  prifon, 
without  any  refreshment,  and  Suffocated  for 
want  of  frefh  air  *. 

A  little  farther  is  the  courthoufe,  over 
which  are  two  handlome  affembly-rooms. 
In  one  of  thefe  are  hung  up  the  portraits  oT 
the  king  of  France,  and  of  the  late  queen, 
as  large  as  life,  which  were  brought  by  the 
Englifh  from  Chandernagore ,  when  they  took 
that  place,  in  the  laft  war. 

*  The  reader  need  fcarcely  be  informed,  that  this  mutilated 
account  relates  to  the  well-known  tragic  event,  at  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  Calcutta ,  of  the  fuffocaiion  of  123,  out  of  146  Engliflt 
prifoners,  in  the  black  bole  p'ifon.  The  fcene  of  this  horrid 
tranfa&ion  has  become  proverbial  among  Engliihmen  for  a 
place  of  infufferable  torment,  and  together  with  the  inhuman 
tyrant,  Sckajah  Dowlah,  by  whofe  order  our  countrymen 
were  devoted  to  this  cruel  death,  both 

■  - damned  to  everlafting  fame, 

cannot  be  mentioned  but  with  execration  and  horror.  The 
monument,  which  was  erefted  by  Mr.  Holwell,  one  of  the 
few  furvivors,  and  whofe  narrative  of  his  fufferings  is  in  every 
body’s  hands,  is  a  handfome  obeli (k,  about  fifty  feet  high,  in- 
fcribed  with  the  names  of  the  perfons  who  died  in  the  black- 
hole,  and  whofe  bodies  were  promifcuoufly  thrown,  the  next 
paorning,  into  the  ditch  of  the  fort.  T. 


CJofe 
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Clofe  to  the  courthoufe,  {lands  a  theatre,’ 
where  plays  are  fometimes  performed  by- 
amateurs. 

Higher  up,  is  an  Armenian  church,  which 
is  a  large  and  noble  building,  provided  with 
a  handfome  fteeple. 

There  was  not,  when  I  was  there,  arty 
Englifh  church  ;  but  preparations  were  mak¬ 
ing  for  building  one,  and  the  neceffary  mate¬ 
rials  had  been  collected. 

On  the  fide  of  the  open  place,  before 
mentioned,  between  it  and  the  river,  is  the 
old  fort,  of  which  nothing  remains  at  prefent 
but  the  walls. 

The  new  fort,  which  is  called  Fort  Wil¬ 
li  am  >  and  whence  all  the  letters  and  refolu- 
tions  of  the  prefidency  are  dated,  is  fituated 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour’s  walk  from  the 
city,  by  the  fide  of  the  Ganges,  in  an  exten- 
five  plain.  It  was  begun  to  be  built  in  the 
year  1757,  when  the  Englilh  had  regained 
poffefiion  of  Calcutta .  It  is  a  regular  pen-' 
tagon,  with  feveral  outworks.  The  ram¬ 
parts  are  built  of  brick,  half  way  up, 
finifhed  with  clay,  and  faced  with  gazons. 
Both  the  body  of  the  fortrefs  and  the  out¬ 
works,  are  furrounded  by  a  wet  ditch,  which 

hast 
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has  a  fmall  cunette,  of  fix  or  feven  feet  deep, 
in  the  middle.  The  water  from  the  Ganges , 
can  be  let  into  the  moat,  to  the  height 
of  eight  feet,  by  means  of  floodgates, 
of  which  there  are  two  to  each  outwork, 
conflructed  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  if  an 
enemy  be  matters  of  one,  they  cannot  pre¬ 
vent,  both  the  main  ditch,  and  thofe  of  the 
other  outworks,  from  retaining  their  water. 

If  all  the  works  were  mounted  with  can¬ 
non,  there  would  be  room  for  fix  hundred 
pieces  of  artillery. 

There  are  bombproof  barracks  built 
within  the  fort,  for  ten  thoufand  men. 
Permiffion  has  likewife  been  given  to  every 
inhabitant  of  Calcutta ,  to  build,  if  he  choofe  ' 
it,  a  houfe  in  the  fort,  provided  it  be  equally 
bombproof ;  but  in  the  year  1770,  no  one 
had  yet  felt  any  inclination  to  avail  of  this 
privilege. 

All  the  works  are  guarded  by  mines  and 
countermines.  No  fhip  can  pafs  up  or 
down  the  Ganges  without  being  expofed  to 
the  fire  of  this  fort.  No  enemy  can  ap¬ 
proach  by  land,,  without  being  diicerned  at 
three  or  four  leagues’  dittance. 

The  plan  of  this  fortification  was  made  by 
vol.  1.  k  k  an 
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an  engineer,  of  the  name  of  Boyer,  who, 
for  lome  realon  of  difcontent,  left  the  EnglilH 
fervice,  and  entered  into  that  of  our  Com¬ 
pany.  Another  engineer  was  afterwards 
lent  out  from  England,  to  finilh'  it. 

Clole  to  the  fort,  the  Englifh  were  about 
digging  a  dry  dock,  which  will  be  the  only 
one  which  the  Europeans  have  in  India. 

They  were  like  wife  buly  in  conftrudang 
two  batteries  cf  heavy  cannon,  on  the  banks 
of  the  river,  about  two  leagues  below  Cal¬ 
cutta,  one  on  each  fide.  1  was  alfo  told,  that 
they  intended  to  erebl  one,  at  the  confluence 
of  the  Old  Ganges  with  Hougly  river,  in  order 
to  be  wholly  mailers  of  the  navigation  of  the  | 
Ganges. 

This  nation  have  thus  lb  firmly  rooted 
themfilves  in  Bengal ,  that,  treachery  ex¬ 
cepted,  they  have  little  to  fear  from  an  . 
European  enemy,  efpecially  as  they  can  en¬ 
tirely  command  the  paffage  up  and  down  the 
river. 

If  they  ever  lofe  their’  power  here,  their 
fall  will,  in  all  probability,  proceed  from  the 
heavy  expences,  which  they  furtain,  in  keep¬ 
ing  up  io  important  a  military  ellablilhment, 
and  which  they  cannot  do  without,  in  order 

to 
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to  keep  the  natives  in  fubje&ion,  and  prevent 
infurredions.  By  this  means,  however,  they 
will,  in  time,  exhauft  the  refources  of  the 
country,  which  appears  the  more  likely,  if  we 
further  take  into  confideration  the  extortions 
of  their  iervants. 

Since  the  unfortunate  iflue  of  our  expe¬ 
dition  to  Bengal ,  in  1759?  the  reputation  of 
our  countrymen  has  been  on  the  decline;  and 
we  are  obliged  to  be  not  a  little  dependent 
upon  the  Englifh,  with  refpedt  to  the  piece- 
goods  wanted  for  our  cargoes,  both  for  Ba¬ 
tavia,  and  for  Holland.  In  the  beginning  of  the 
government  of  the  director  V — ,  in  the  year 
1765,  or  1706,  when  Lord  Clive  was  Bill  in 
Bengal ,  every  thing  feemed  to  take  a  friendly 
afpedl,  and  arrangements  refpedingtrade  were 
about  to  be  made,  to  mutual  fatisfadion  and 
advantage.  Both  thefe  gentlemen  came  to 
an  agreement,  that  all  the  aurungs,  or  weav¬ 
ing  manufactories,  in  Bengal,  fhould  be  num¬ 
bered,  in  order  that  a  repartition  might  af¬ 
terwards  be  made  of  fo  many  aurungs  to  each 
nation,  for  the  purpole  of  weaving  the  goods 
they  wanted  ;  and  two  commillaries  were 
appointed,  to  this  end,  refpeclively,  by  the 
Fngliih,  the  Dutch,  and  the  French,  to  go 
k  k  2  through 
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through  the  whole  country,  and  afcertain  the 
number  of  manufadlories.  From  our  fettle- 
ment,  the  firft  warehoufckeeper,  Ross,  and 
a  bookkeeper,  were  deputed  for  thispurpofe. 

But  thele  excellent  arrangements  were  all 
broken,  by  the  departure  of  Lord  Clive 
from  Bengal ;  his  lordfhip  was  fucceeded  by 
Mr.  Verelst,  with  whom  the  director 

V  - fhortly  after  wards  fell  out,  and  their 

difagreement  was  carried  to  that  point,  that 
upon  paying  the  cuflomary  annual  national 

vint  to  Calcutta ,  Mr.  V -  was  treated  in 

a  mod:  improper  and  humiliating  manner  ; 
whence,  in  the  end,  to  great  a  breach  arofe 
between  thefe  two  chiefs,  that  the  above 
arrangements  were,  much  to  our  prejudice, 
entirely  fet  afide. 

The  Englifh  had  equally,  on  their  tides* 
much  reuion  to  be  dilcontented  with  Mr. 

V  - ,  as  he  had  ufed  his  utmoft  endea¬ 

vours  to  favour  the  French  in  all  things, 
notwithstanding  they  had  no  power  to  ren¬ 
der  our  Company  any  fervice,  or  even  to 
help  themfelves  ;  and  the  English  were 
much  hurt  at  this  conduct,  efpecially  at 

Mr.  V - ’s  felling  all  the  japan  copper, 

which  the  Dutch  thips  brought  to  Bengal , 

to 
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to  the  French,  without  allowing  them  the 
opportunity  of  purchafing  a  fingle  pornd, 
for  a  confiderable  time,  although  they  offered 
a  higher  price  than  was  obtained  from  the 
French. 

This  was  evidently,  not  only  unfriendly, 
but  wholly  incompatible  with  the  interefts 
of  the  Company  j  which  appears  the  more 
ftrongly,  if  we  confider  that,  upon  the  leaft 
difference  with  the  Moors,  the  council  at 
Hougly  were  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  the 
mediation  and  prote&ion  of  the  government 
at  Calcutta ,  as  was  the  cafe,  two  or  three 
times,  while  I  was  in  Bengal. 

The  Dutch  began  to  trade  in  Bengal,  as 
early  as  the  commencement  of  the  laft  cen¬ 
tury  ;  they  were  always  the  firft  in  opu¬ 
lence  and  importance,  till  the  Englilh  be¬ 
came  the  rulers  of  the  country,  in  the  laft 
revolution  ;  and  perhaps  they  would  ftill 
have  been  fo,  had  the  well  planned,  but 
badly  executed  attempt,  made,  as  before- 
mentioned,  during  the  adminiftration  of  the 
governor  general  Mossf.l,  in  1759,  fucceed- 
ed  to  our  wilhes  *. 

Our 

*  The  expedition  a'luded  to,  though  formally  difavowed 
by  the  Dutch  government,  upon  its  not  fucceerling,  is  here 
x  k  3  pretty 
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Our  factory  here,  is  fubordinate  to  the  go¬ 
vernment  at  Batavia,  and  receives  orders 
from  that  place  relpedting  the  management 
of  the  trade.  It  is  from  Batavia,  likewife, 
that  all  vacancies  are  filled  up  ■,  the  coun¬ 
cil  of  Houg/y  can  only  appoint  ad  interim  ; 
-but  the  confirmation  mult  come  from  the 
metropolis  of  India. 

Orders  and  letters  are,  however,  received 
at  Chinfurah  dire£l  from  Holland,  whither, 
likewife,  advices  are  annually  dilpatched. 

The  government  confifls  of  a  direflor, 
and  feven  members,  five  of  whom  have 
concluding  voices,  and  the  other  two  may 
only  advife,  but  not  vote.  There  is,  befides, 
a  chief  at  Cojjirabazar . 

The  director,  who  has,  of  courfc,  the  chief 

pretty  dearly  acknowledged  to  have  been  intended,  for  the 
purpofeof  depriving  the  Englilh,  cf  their  fuperiority  .n  i  tngai. 
They  fe  tit  feven  (hip?,  three  of  thirty -fix  gun?,  three  of  twenty  - 
fix,  and  one  of  fixteen,  with  about  i.ioc  European  and  Malay 
troops,  from  Batavia  ;  who  attempting  to  pat.-  Up  the  <  anges 
to  C/Anfurab,  the  feven  Dutch  (hips  «  e<e  f  light  and  raptured 
by  three  Eugiifli  armed  Indian  cn,  and  the  tni>pS  were  en¬ 
countered,  and  totally  defeated  by  Colonel  Ivrd,  with  500 
men.  They  pretended  that  thefe  fortes  were  intended  to 
reinforce  their  fettiements,  on  the  coaft  ot  Coromandel ,  but  had 
been  obliged  to  put  into  the  Ganges.  T.  . 

authority 
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authority  over  the  commerce,  and  the  pof- 
feffions  of  the  Company,  is  ft  vied,  the-  ho¬ 
nourable  Director  of  the  Company's  impo  tant 
trade  in  the  kingdoms  of  Bengal,  EaJear,  and 
Grixa. 

He  is  obliged,  by  his  inftruftions,  to  fub- 
mit  all  matters,  which. are  of  any  import¬ 
ance,  to  the  confideration  of  the  council, 
and  to  come  to  a  conclufion  on  the  lubjefit, 
by  a  majority  of  votes.  But  it  feldom  hap¬ 
pens,  that  a  refolution  of  council,  is  taken 
contrary  to  his  inclination,  for  all  the  mem-' 
bers  are  dependent  upon  him,  with  refpefl 
to  the  profits  of  their  offices,  as  is  the  cafe 
throughout  all  India,  both  at  the  out- 
fafitories,  and  at  Batavia ,  to  the  great  detri¬ 
ment  of  the  Company. 

The  emoluments  attached  to  his  office, 
amount  to  large  lums ;  for,  belides  a  certain 
per  centage,  allowed  on  the  fale  of  all  goods 
which  are  imported  *,  there  are  numerous 

*  Five  per  cent  upon  the  f  ile  of  goods  imported,  is  divided- 
two-thirds  to  the  clrecfor,  and  one-third  to  the  fecond  in 
command  ;  and  five  per  cent  is  allowed  on  the  purchafe  ol 
opium,  ami  divided,  two-fifths  to  the  director,  one-fvth  to  the 
».hief  adnrtiniltrator,  three-. toths  to  the  chief  at.  Patna ,  and 
oiK-ienth  to  the  fecond  in  command  there.  T. 

k  k  4  other 


[  5°4  ] 

other  means  of  accumulating  money,  ef- 
pe'cialiy  bv  his  having  large  fums  at  his  dif- 
pofal,  and  being  confequently  enabled  tomake 
an  immenfe  profit  by  the  employment  of 
them  ;  fo  that  it  is  impoffible  for  any  one, 
not  even  thofe  who  fill  the  firft  offices  in 
the  adminiftration,  t;o  know  what  the  direc¬ 
tor  annually  gains,  which  mu  ft  be  an  irn- 
menle  amount,  without  taking  into  con- 
fideration  his  enormous  expenditure.  Mr. 

V - affined  me,  that  he  wanted  no  Iefs 

than  thirty-five  thoufand  rupees  a  year,  for 
his  houffiold  expences  ;  and  this  is  but  little, 
in  comparifon  with  feme  of  his  predeceffiors, 
and  of  the  Englifh  gove/nor  at  Calcutta, who 
fpends  more  than  one  hundred  thoufand  ru¬ 
pees,  by  his  own  account,  and  that  of  feve- 
ral  of  the  Englifh,  who  confirmed  it  to  me. 
The  diredtor  is  the  only  perfon,  in  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  ferviee,  who  is  allowed  to  be  carried 
in  a  palankeen  fitting  upon  a  chair  ;  even 
the  dtredlor  who  is  appointed  to  fucceed  an¬ 
other,  cannot  do  this,  as  long  the  govern¬ 
ment  is  in  the  hands  of  the  other.  Mili¬ 
tary  honours  are  lhewn  to  him  at  the  gate 
of  the  fort.  Six  or  eignt  ebubdars,  or  as  many 
as  he  pleafes,  together  with  other  attendants, 

both 
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both  peons  *  and  other  fervants,  run  before 
him.  When,  he  is  carried,  or  rides  through 
the  town,  the  natives  are  obliged,  at  fome 
places,  to  play  upon  their  inftruments  of 
mufic,  clarions  and  drums.  Cbubdars  are 
Moorilh  fervants,  who  are  employed  to  carry 
mellages,  and.  for  ftate  j  they  carry  a  long 
ftaff  in  their  hand,  which  is  entirely  covered 
with  filver,  with  which  they  go  before  the 
palankeens  of  the  diredtor,  and  of  the  two 
members  of  the  council  next  in  rank  ;  but 
the  latter  are  allowed  no  more  than  two 
cbubdars ,  and  their  ftaves  may  only  be  half 
plated  with  fiver. 

The  fecond  perfon  in  the  dire6tion  is  the 
chief  at  Cojvnhazar.  He  has  thi  rank  of 
fenior  merchant,  and  the  management  and 
controni  of  the  fa&ory  there,  or  rather  at 
Calcapore ,  which  is  not  far  off.  The  Com¬ 
pany’s  refidents  at  the  Mint,  in  Moorjhedabad , 
where  the  filver  is  recoined,  in  the  name  of 
the  emperor,  are  under  him.  He  has  a  de¬ 
tachment  of  twenty-four  men  at  hL  fa£tory. 

*  Peons  are  properly  foot-foldiers,  armed  with  a  fword  and 
target.  Footmen,  armed  in  the  fame  manner,  are  likewife 
«fed  for  ftate,  and  to  run  before  the  palankeens.  T. 

Tlpe 
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The  third  perfon  of  the  council,  is  the 
chief'adm’niftrator.  He  has  equally  the 
rank  of  fenior  merchant,  and  is  treated  with 
the  lame  refpect  as  the  chief  at  CoJJimbazar^ 
whofe  place  in  the  council,  when  he  is  ablent, 
is  fupplied  by  the  former,  as  fecond  in  rank  at 
the  chief  fetdement,  where  he  always  re¬ 
mains.  Every  thing  regarding  commerce, 
and  the  warehoufes,  is  entrufted  to  this  of¬ 
ficer,  fubjedt  to  the  fuperior  controul  of  the 
director. 

A  member  of  the  council  is  likewife  fu- 
perintendant  in  the  cloth-room,  or  walk,  as 
it  is  called,  which  is  the  place  where  the 
Company’s  piecegoods  are  received  from  the 
Indian  merchans,  examined,  allotted,  and 
difpatched. 

The  alfortment  is  made  into  four  differ¬ 
ent  clalfes,  from  bell  to  bad,  under  the  de¬ 
nominations  of  duel ,  doom^  Jeer ,  and  firty , 
and  the  examination  and  atteftation  of  them, 
is  done  by  the  council,  together  with  the 
director. 

This  office  is  one  of  the  mo  ft  profitable- 
in  the  direbiion,  when  the  Company  take 
many  goods.  It  is  reckoned  equal  to  that  of 
«  merchant. 


The 
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The  fuperintendant  has  a  fecond  undcr^ 
him,  with  the  rank  of  junior  merchant,  to¬ 
gether  with  three  others,  who  are  book¬ 
keepers  or  afiiftants,  and  have  the  direction 
of  the  packing  of  the  goods.  He  has  likewiie 
feveral  ban;  ans,  who  pofiei's  more  know¬ 
ledge  than  ail  the  reft,  *and  by  whom  moft 
of  the  bufinefe  is  done,  although  the  others, 
and  the  council,  have  the  name  of  it. 

Their  emoluments  are  divided  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  manner. — One  rupee  or  thirty  ftivers, 
is  allowed  on  the  value  of  every  hundred 
rupees  purcbafed  by  the  Company.  Of  this, 
eight  ftivers  are  given  to  the  head  admini- 
ftrator,  eleven  to  the  fuperintendant  in  the 
cloth-room,  fix  to  his  fecond,  two  and  a  half 
to  the  fiift  packer,  one  and  a  half  to  the 
fecond,  and  one  to  the  third,  making,  toge¬ 
ther,  thirty  (livers,  or  one  rupee. 

The  captain,  or  chief,  of  the  military  is 
alio  a  member  of  the  council ;  but  he  has 
no  vote,  and  can  only  give  his  opinion.  He 
has  the  rank  of  fenior  merchant,  and  follows 
immediately  upon  the  head  adminiftrator. 
His  income  is  (mail,  and  lcarcelv  lufficient 
for  his  lubfiftence. 

The  firft  warehoufekeeper,  who  is  at  the 
fame 
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fame  time  commercial  bookkeeper,  has  the 
laafe^of  merchant.  All  merchandize  which 
are  received  into,  or  delivered  out  of,  the 
warehoufes,  by  order  of  the  head  ad'miniftra- 
tor,  are  under  his  management ;  as  likewife 
the  books  that  relate  to  trade. 

The  fifcal,  or  fheriff,  who  is,  at  the  fame 
time,  mayor  of  the  town,  has  the  rank  of 
merchant,  as  long  as  he  is  in  that  flatten, 
though  he  has  only  the  pay  and  allowance  of 
junior  merchant. 

As  fifcal,  he  mull:  take  care  that  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  dues  are  not  defrauded  by  the  private 
trade  of  their  fervams,  and  as  mayor,  he 
determines  all  trifLng  disputes  which  arife 
among  the  natives,  who  live  within  the 
Company’s  limits.  He  punifhes  the  oifences 
which  they  commit,  by  flogging  at  a  flake, 
or  he  impofes  fines  upon  the  offenders  j 
which  lafl  is,  in  faff,  what  is  moft  fre¬ 
quently  done,  and  hence  his  poft  becomes 
one  of  the  chiefeff  and  moft  lucrative  of  the 
fettlement.  Many  inftanccs  were  related 
to  me,  at  Chinfurab ,  of  extortions  praffifed 
by  fiicals,  which  almoft  exceed  belief.  They 
make  the  wealthy  banyans  pay  twenty  or 
thirty  thoufand  rupees,  for  the  flighted  fault, 
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and  if  they  do  not  provide  the  money  loon 
enough,  they  are  tied  up,  and  whipped,  till  it 
is  brought.  He  is  called  jemautdaar  by  the 
natives,  which  is  as  much  as  mayor,  or  com¬ 
mandant. 

His  emoluments,  as  fifcal,  are  five  per  cent 
upon  all  goods,  which  are  imported  by  pri¬ 
vate  individuals,  above  the  privileged  ton¬ 
nage,  allowed  by  the  Company  to  their 
(hips’  officers,  and  five  per  cent:  on  all  goods 
exported  in  private  trade,  whether  privileged 
or  not  *. 

Upon  an  average  he  can  make  more  than 
four  thoufand  rupees  by  every  fhip;  and  as  fix 
(hips  come  and  go,  in  general,  every  year, 
his  income,  on  this  fcore,  amounts  to  twenty- 
four  thoufand  rupees. 

The  Indians  ftand,  perhaps,  more  in  awe 
of  the  fifcal,  on  account  of  his  office,  than  of 
the  dire6tor  himfelf :  and  when  he  goes 
through  the  town,  mufic  is  equally  played  in 
his  honour  as  he  pafies,  as  well  as  for  the 
direftor. 

The  comptroller  of  equipment  has  alfo  a 

*  One-half  of  the  contraband  goods  which  he  feizes,  is 
likewife  the  property  of  the  fifcal,  out  of  which,  however,  he 
muft  fatisfy  the  informers.  ST. 
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feat  in  the  council,  but,  as  well  as  the  com- 
_  niander  of  the  military  he  may  only  dcliver 
his  lehtiments,  but  has  no  vote.  If  he  be  a 
Ihip’s  captain,  he  has  the  rank  of  merchant. 
His  office  is  ailo  none  of  the  worft. 

The  difpenfier,  or  purveyor  in  the 
Company’s  proviiion-warehoufes,  has  the 
rank  ot  junior  merchant,  and  is  invoice- 
keeper. 

A  fecretary  is  added  to  the  council,  who 
is  generally,  at  the  fame  time,  caffiier.  The 
Jatter.office  brings  him  in  great  profits,  when 
he  has  any  hums  of  conlideration  under  his 
care,  which  is  always  the  cafe,  if  he  be  on 
good  terms  with  the  director.  He  places 
this  money,  at  an  exorbitant  iiitereft,  among 
the  Indians.  The  fecretary  who  was  in  of¬ 
fice  when  I  was  there,  had  the  rank  of  book¬ 
keeper,  thou  .  h  it  is  otherwiie  an  office  gene¬ 
rally  filled  bv  a  junior  merchant. 

Ikiides  Liiis  civil  council,  there  is  a  coun¬ 
cil  of  juft  ice,  of  which  the  head  admini- 
llratur  is  prehdent.  They  pats  fentences  of 
death,  fubjdt  to  the  confirmation  of  the  go¬ 
vernment  at  EaLcivia,  but  they  are  not  al¬ 
lowed  by  the  Mooriih  government  to  carry 
them  into  execution,  except  within  the  walls 
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of  the  Company’s  lodge,  or  on  board  of  their 
ffiips. 

Whoever  has  the  rank  of  junior  merchant, 
or  higher,  muft  be  fent  to  Batavia,  with  the 
papers  relative  to  the  profecution  againfl  him, 
not  with  handing  fentcnce  of  death  may  have 
been  pronounced  upon  him,  by  the  council  of 
iuftice  here ;  as  was  the  cafe,  in  the  year 
1766,  with  Captain  Van  der  Linden, 
commanding  the  fhip  Kattendyk ,  and  his  firft 
lieutenant,  Welgevaren. 

The  other  members  of  the  council  of  juf- 
tice,  are  junior  merchants,  and  there  are  two 
military  officers  among  them.  Their  office 
is  of  little  importance,  or  advantage. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

The  Company s  Pojfejftons  in  Bengal. — Ch insu¬ 
rah. — Buildings. —Markets. — Louies. —  C  web. 
— Houje  called  Welgeleegen,  and  Gardens. — The 
Company's  Lodge  y  " cr  Fort  Gustavus. — 
Company's  Garden .  —  Church-ycrd. — Battery. — 
Freemajon's  Lodge.  —  Hougly.  —  Factory  at 
Patna. — Fafiory  at  Dacca. — Bernagore. — 
Eftablijhnent  of  the  Company. 

The  territorial  property  of  the  Company 
m  Bengal ,  is  confined  to  the  towns,  or  vil¬ 
lages,  of  Chinjurah  -and  Bernagore.  Thefe 
were  obtained  by  gift,  or  rather  by  purchafe, 
irom  the  Moorifh  government. 

They  have,  further,  their  lodges  or  facto¬ 
ries  at  Calcapore  near  Cojjimbazar ,  at  Patna> 
and  at  Dacca ;  and  they  have  likewife  a 
guard  of  natives  at  Ballafore.  They  had 
formerly  a  faCtory  at  Malda ,•  for  the  flk- 
trade ;  but  this  has  been  abandoned  for  fe- 
veral  years. 

Chinfurahy  known  in  the  records  and  pa¬ 
pers  of  the  Company,  by  the  name  ofHoug/y, 

lies 
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lies  on  the  weftern  bank  of  the  Ganges ,  full 
forty  leagues  from  its  mouth  at  Ikgellee , 
and  about  ninety  from  Patna.  It  is  partly 
built  along  the  river,  and  requires  full 
three  quarters  of  an  hour  to  walk  round 
it.  On  the  landfide,  it  is  clofed  by  flrong 
barrier-gates.  Within,  it  is  built  very  ir¬ 
regularly.  It  has  many  markets,  which  are 
here  called  bazars ,  at  which  all  kinds  of 
goods,  and  efpecially  provisions,  are  fold  ; 
the  bazar  of  the  money-changers,  which  is 
a  long  and  broad  ftreet,  is  the  handfomeft. 

The  principal  houfes  are  built  of  brick, 
with  terrace-roofs,  in  the  Moorifh  ftyle. 
They  are  but  of  one  ftory,  and  are  whitened 
on  the  outfide  with  lime,  which  gives  them 
an  elegant  appearance. 

As  little  wood  as  poffible  is  ufed  in  build¬ 
ing,  on  accbunt  of  the  white  ants,  which  en¬ 
tirely  deftroy  the  infide  of  the  wood,  in  a 
very  few  years.  Thefe  infers  are  for¬ 
midable  from  the  immenfity  of  their’  num¬ 
bers.  They  eat  away  the  ends  of  the 
beams  which  are  inferted  in  the  ma- 
fonry,  fo  that  they  fometimes  fall  down, 
without  Ihewing  any  previous  figns  of  de¬ 
cay,  for  no  marks  of  the  depredations  of 
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the  ants  appear  on  the  outfide.  Nothing 
that  -has  Hitherto  been  tried  to  counteract 
this  evil,  has  been  found  of  any  avail. 

Glafs  windows  are  not  known  here, 
Frames  of  twilled  cane,  are  made  ufe  of  i n  | 
their  Head.  Glafs  would  be  very  uncom-  d 
fortable  in  the  great  heats,  which  prevail 
for  eight  or  nine  months  in  the  year. 
When  the  winds  from  the  north,  in  De-  ' 
cember  and  January,  blow  hard,  the  win-  J 
dows  aud  doors  which  open  to  that  quar-  j 
ter  are  ihut,  and  thofe  which  look  to  the 
fouth  Hand  open.  The  apartments  are 
roomy,  airy,  and  provided  on  the  fouth  fide 
with  galleries,  or  porticos,  refling  upon  pil-  ; 
lars. 

The  terrace-roofs,  and  the  floors  of  the 
rooms,  are  laid  with  fine  pulverized  Hones, 
which  they  call  zurkee  ;  thefe  are  mixed  up 
with  liincwater,  and  an  inferior  kind  of 
molaffcs,  and  in  a  fhort  time  grow  as  hard, 
and  as  fmootn,  as  if  the  whole  was  one  large 
Hone.  The  inhabitants  take  the  evening 
air  upon  their  terraces,  and  fometimes  pafs 
a  part  of  the  night  upon  them,  in  company 
with  their  friends. 

The  houfes,  or  rather  the  huts,  of  the 
poor 
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poor  Bengalefe,  are  moftly  made  of  mud  and 
draw,  and  receive  their  light  through  the 
entrance. 

Chinfurah  has  a  handfome  little  church, 
with  a  deeple.  The  fird  was  built  by  the 
dire&or  Sichterman,  and  the  lad  was 
added  by  Mr.  Vernet.  There  is  no  re¬ 
gular  clergyman  belonging  to  this  church, 
but  fervice  is  performed  by  a  ziekentroojier* , 
who  reads  a  fermon,  on  Sunday  morning. 
When  any  children  are  to  be  baptized,  the 
Englifh  clergyman  from  Calcutta  is  fent 
for,  who  is  liberally  paid  for  his  trouble,  by 
the  parents. 

Mr.  Sichterman  eretded  a  very  hand¬ 
fome  building,  not  far  from  the  church,  to 
which  he  gave  the  name  of  Welgeleegen 
(well  fituated).  It  lies  dole  to  the  Ganges , 
and  a  gallery,  with  a  double  row  of  pillars, 
proje&s  over  the  water,  above  which  is  an 
elegant  terrace  and  balcony,  which  com¬ 
mands  the  fined:  profpetd  at  Chinfurah ;  oft 
one  fide  the  view  extends  as  far  as  Chan- 

*  A  niekentraefier  is  a  per^p  not  in  orders,  who  officiates 
as  chaplain  on  board  of  fhips,  reading  prayers,  and  attending 
the  fick  when  at  the  point  of  death;  from  this  laft  function, 
he  is  called  skker.h  QpJhr^  or  literally,  a  tvnf'mer  of  the  JUh,  T. 
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derttagorc ,  and  on  the  other  beyond  BandeL 
The  gardens  which  are  adjoining  to  this 
building,  are  delightfully  Ihady  and  plea* 
fant. 

The  Company’s  lodge,  which  bears  the 
name  of  Fort  Gujiavus ,  is  conftru&ed  in  a 
large  open  place,  about  five  hundred,  or 
five  hundred  and  fifty,  feet  from  the  river. 
It  is  an  oblong  fquare  j  the  longeft  fides, 
which  are  oppofite  to  north  and  fouth,  are 
about  fix  hundred  and  fixty  feet  in  length ; 
the  finorteft,  about  the  half.  It  was  built 
in  the  year  1656,  as  appears  by  the  date 
over  the  landgate.  The  walls  are  of  ftone, 
about  fifteen  feet  high  ;  but  they  are,  at 
prefent,  in  fuch  a  ruinous  condition,  that 
it  would  be  dangerous  to  diicharge  the  can¬ 
non  which  are  mounted  upon  them.  With¬ 
in,  are  the  Company’s  warehoufes,  and  the 
houfe  of  the  dircdtor.  which  is  the  only 
thing  worth  feeing.  There  are  three  gates, 
one  by  the  river,  one  on  the  landfide,  to  the 
north,  and  another  to  the  fouth  ;  this  laft 
leads  to  what  is  callec^the  Company’s  gar¬ 
den,  in  which  there  is  neither  a  bufh,  nor  a 
blade  of  grals. 

To  the  weft  ward  of  the  lodge,  there  was 
formerly 
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formerly  a  burying-ground,  which  was 
adorned  with  many  handfome  tombs,  and 
graveftones.  But  thefe  were  all  deftroyed 
under  the  government  of  the  diredor  Tail- 
eefert,  except  the  monument  of  the  di¬ 
redor  Huisman, which  was  transformed  into 
a  powder-magazine.  The  reft  was  made 
into  a  level  plain,  and  the  buryingplace 
was  removed  to  another  part  of  the  town, 
where  now  every  grave  has  an  upright  tomb- 
ftone  upon  it, 

A  battery  of  one-and-twenty  pieces  of 
cannon,  is  thrown  up,  by  the  riverfide,  for 
the  purpofe  of  firing  falutes. 

Something  more  than  a  quarter  of  an 
hour’s  walk  out  of  Chinfurah ,  towards  Chan- 
dernagore,  a  large  and  handfome  boufe  was 
ereded,  during  the  diredion  of  Mr.  Ver- 
net,  as  a  lodge  for  the  free-mafons,  which 
was  completed  and  inaugurated  while  I 
was  there.  This  feftivity  concluded  in  the 
evening  with  a  magnificent  firework  and  ball, 
at  which  the  chief  Englilh  and  French  ladies 
and  gentlemen  were  Equally  prefent. 

This  building,  to  which  the  name  of 
Concordia  was  given,  coft  thirty  thouland 
Rupees,  and  the  money  was  defrayed  out  of 
i.  l  3  the 
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the  private  purfes  of  the  members  of  the 
council  of  Hongly .  On  the  above  occafion, 
the  ladies,  whole  hulbands  belonged  to  the 
fraternity,  wore  the  infignia  of  the  order, 
hanging  by  a  blue  or  red  ribbon  over  the 
left  Ihoulder.  They  are  very  fond  of  {hew¬ 
ing  themfelves  with  this  decoration,  and  the 
women,  whofe  hulbands  have  not  been  ini¬ 
tiated,  urge  them  very  much  to  be  fo. 

Hottgly ,  which  tends  its  name  to  Chinfu- 
rah ,  is  a  Moorilh  fort,  a  fhort  half  an  hour’s 
walk  higher  up.  It  is  not  very  defenlible,  and 
has  little  worthy  of  obfervation  within  it, 
except  the  houfe  of  the  faujdar ,  and  the  {ta¬ 
bles  for  his  elephantsi 

The  fadtory  which  the  Company  have  at 
Patna ,  in  the  province  of  Ba&ar,  is  efta- 
blifhed  for  the  purchafe  of  faltpetre,  and  of 
opium.  The  chief  there,  who  has  the  rank 
of  merchant,  and  has  a  junior  merchant  un¬ 
der  him,  is  entitled  to  affilt  at  the  delibera¬ 
tions  of  the  council  of  Hougly,  when  he 
happens  to  be  at  Chinfurah.  This  office  is 
efxcmed  the  moft  lucrative,  next  to  that  of 
the  director. 

The  fadtory  at  Dacca,  was  formerly  of 
very  little  confideration,  but  for  thefe  laft 

three 
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three  years  the  fnanufa&ories  have  again 
been  profecuted  with  vigour.  The  negledt 
of  them  is  faid,  to  have  been  owing  to  the 
improper  management  of  a  dire&or,  who 
had  his  own  private  advantage  in  view,  in 
fuffering  them  to  be  unnoticed  by  the  Com¬ 
paq-  <  . 

Bernagore  is  a  village  which  belongs  to 
the  Company,  and,  as  at  Chinfurah ,  the 
Dutch  flag  is  hoifted,  though  they  have  no 
other  of  their  fervants  refident  here,  than 
an  under-officer  of  the  fifcal.  It  lies  on  the 
eaftern  bank  of  the  Ganges ,  ten  or  twelve 
leagues  below  Chinfurah.  The  coarfeft 
forts  of  blue  handkerchiefs  are  made  here. 
The  Company  have  a  houfe,  not  far  from 
the  river,  which  ferves  for  the  temporary 
accommodation  of  fuch  of  their  fervants,  as 
land  here,  in  going  up  or  down  the  river.  > 
Bernagore  is  famous  on  account  of  the  great 
number  of  ladies  of  pleafure,  who  refide 
there,  and  who  pay  a  monthly  recognition 
to  the  fifcal  of  Chinfurah ,  for  the  free  exer- 
cife  of  their  profeffion. 

The  troops  which  the  Company  main¬ 
tain  pi  Bengal  amount  to  no  more  than 
l  \  4  one 


[  5?°  ] 


one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  commanded  by 
a  captain,  two  lieutenants,  and  an  enfign  *. 


*  In  1776,  and  1777,  the  whole  eftablifhrnent  of  the  Dutch 
in  Bengal  was  reduced  to  the  following :  viz.  lixty-four  per* 
fons  in  civil,  and  two  in  eccleliaftical,  employments ;  feven 
furgeons  and  affiflants,  ten  belonging  to  the  artillery,  lixty- 
nine  feamensand  marines,  and  forty-eight  foldiers ;  being  in  all 
aoo  Europeans.  T. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


Manner  of  Life  of  the  Europeans. — Black  Writers. 
— Banyans . — Domflics. — "The  Ladies.— Trade  of 
the  Company. — Duties  paid  to  the  Nabob. — Trade 
cf  the  French. — Humiliating  Conditions  imp  fed 
Upon  them  at  the  loft  Peace. — - StriXly  inftfted  upon 
by  the  Enghjb.—Inflance  hereof— Defcription  of 
Chandernacore — Houfe  and  Gardens  of  the 
Governor. — Factories  up  the  Country. — Danijh 
Settlement  at  Serampore.  —  Eaftern  Nations 
that  refort  to  Bengal. — Concluding  Reflexions  on 
the  State  of  the  Country  and  Inhabitants. 

Europeans  lead,  in  Bengal,  a  very  eafy 

|ife ;  the  men,  who  are  almoftailin  the  fervice 
of  the  Company,  devote  a  part  of  the  morning 
to  attending  upon  their  bufinefs,  and  thofe 
who  poflefs  any  the  leaft  fortune,  keep  a 
black  writer  in  daily  employment,  at  their 
houfes,  for  which  he  receives  twenty  or 
twenty-five  rupees  per  month.  Thefe  black 
writers  are  defendants  of  Portuguefe,  who 
having  married  native  women,  their  offspring 
have  loft  the  colour  of  their  fathers,  and  re¬ 
ceived  that  of  their  mpthers ;  but  they  re¬ 
tain 
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tain  the  religion  of  the  former  *.  They 
write  a  good  hand,  and  copy  Dutch  very 
accurately,  without  underftanding  a  word  of 
it.  The  Europeans  are  eafed  by  them,  of  a 
great  part  of  the  little  work  they  would 
otherwife  have  to  perform.  The  Europeans 
fpend  the  remainder  ,of  their  time,  either  in 
revels,  or  in  deep,  though  fometimes  the 
latter  can  fcarcely  be  procured  during  the 
exceflive  heats. 

Befides  thefe  black  writers,  moft  Euro¬ 
peans  have  alfo  one  or  two  banyans,  who 
note  down  all  payments  and  receipts,  and 
through  whofe  hands  all  pecuniary  matters 
go,  as  well  in  buying  as  in  felling.  They 
ferve,  in  this  capacity,  without  any  fixed  pay, 
but  they  know  how  much  more  they  may 
charge  upon  every  rupee,  than  they  have  i\\ 
reality  paid,  and  this  is  called  cojiumado , 
Moorifh  domeftics  are  kept  for  the 
menial  fervices  of  the  houfe,  and  peons  to 
run  before  the  palankeens,  and  to  carry  an 
umbrella,  or  parafol,  over  the  head  of  their 
mafter,  when  he  goes  out. 

Every  houfe  has  likewife  a  porter,  whofe 
foie  occupation  is  to  anfwer  the  door  ;  and 

*  They  are  what  we  call  Tcpajp.s,  T. 
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one  or  two  fets  of  betras,  or  palankeert- 
bearers,  together  with  a  harrymatd,  or  ma- 
tarani ,  who  carries  out  the  dirt  %  and  a  great 
number  of  flaves,  both  male  and  female. 

This  mode  of  life  naturally  occafions  an 
enormous  expenditure.  The  leaft  in  rank 
{land  in  need  of  five  or  fix  thoufand  rupees 
annually,  and  even  then  they  rauft  practice 
economy.  Mofl  people  fpend  twice  as 
much,  although  their  income  does  not 
amount  to  more  than  half  of  what  they 
difburfe.  The  dearneis  of  provifions  which 
are  brought  from  Europe,  contributes  hereto ; 
but  perhaps  the  greateftcaufe  may  be  traced  in 
the  exceflive  expence  which  the  ladies  incur,  in 
the  articles  of  drefs  and  appearance.  Domeftic 
peace  and  tranquillity  mull  be  purchafed,  by 
a  (hower  of  jewels,  a  wardrobe  of  the  richeft 
clothes,  and  a  kingly  parade  of  plate  upon 
the  fideboard ;  the  hulband  mud  give  all ' 
thefe,  or,  according  to  a  vulgar  phrafc, 

'  u  the  houfe  would  be  too  hot  to  hold  him,  * 
while  the  wife  never  pays  the  leaft  attention 
to  her  domeftic  concerns,  but  fuffers  the 
whole  to  depend  upon  her  fervants  or  flaves. 

The  women  generally  rife  between  eight 
and  nine  o’clock.  The  forenoon  is  fpent  in 
paying 
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paying  vifits  to  their  friends,  or  in  lolling 
upon  a  fofa,  with  their  arms  acrofs.  Din¬ 
ner  is  ready  at  half  pad:  one;  they  go  to  deep 
till  half  part  four  or  five  ;  they  then  drefs  in 
form ;  and  the  evening  and  part  of  the  night 
is  fpent  in  company,  or  at  dancing  parties, 
which  are  frequent,  dqring  the  colder  feafon. 
Both  men  and  women  generally  drels 
in  the  Englifh  ftyle.  The  ladies  affeft,  for 
coolnefs,  to  wear  no  covering  on  their  necks, 
and  leave  none  of  the  beauties  of  a  well- 
formed  bofom  to  be  gueffed  at.  They  are 
friendly  and  affable  towards  grangers,  and 
certainly  do  not  deferve  to  be  called  either 
coy,  or  cruel.  They  are  fond  of  parties  of 
pleafure,  which  are  frequently  made  both 
upon  the  deligfitful  banks,  and  upon  the 
pleafant  waves,  of  the  Ganges .  Yet  tfiefe, 
and  all  other  amulements,  are  here  pecu¬ 
liarly  expenfive. 

The  commerce  of  the  Company  in  this 
country  was  formerly  very  profitable  ;  but 
for  fome  years  back,  it  has  greatly  declined, 
which  is,  undoubtedly,  in  a  great  meafure, 
afcribable  to  the  encreafing  influence  and 
power  of  the  Englifh,  and  their  confequent 
preponderance  in  affairs  of  trade  ;  I  fay, 
however, 
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however,  in  a  great  meafure,  becaufe  I  think 
I  am  pretty  well  informed,  that  a  want  of 
fidelity  in  the  Company’s  fervants,  has  not  a 
little  contributed  to  leffen  the  profits. 

The  goods  which  are  imported  from 
Batavia ,  and  which  cannot  be  brought  hither 
by  any  other  nation  than  the  Dutch,  are 
fpices,  and  Japan  copper,  in  bars ;  this  laft 
affords  the  greateft  benefit,  fince  it  is  an 
article  that  cannot  here  be  difpenfed  with. 

The  profits,  however,  upon  the  fale  of 
thefe  and  other  goods,  do  not  cover  one-half 
of  the  expences  of  the  eflablifhment,  which 
amount  to  full  fix  tons  of  gold  *. 

The 

*  About  54,500/.  fterling.  This  feems  to  be  taken  at  ran¬ 
dom;  for  the  ftatement  of  Mossel,  in  1755,  makes  the  charges 
of  the  Dutch  fettlements  in  Bengal ,  amount  to  /. 402,500, 
about  36,600/.  In  1779,  however,  they  were  no  more  than 
/. 265,517,  and  the  profits  upon  the  merchandize  fold  were 
/'•385-1 59»  fo  that,  inftead  of  lofing,  the  Company  gained 
/.  1 19,64a,  or  nearly  1 1,000/.  But  they  both  maintained,  as  we 
have  before  feen,  a  lefs  extenfive  military  eftablifliment;  and 
in  former  times,  their  direction,  in  Bengal,  muft  have  been 
flagrantly  bad ;  for  we  find  the  following  fevere  reflexions, 
in  a  letter  written  marly  years  before  from  Batavia ,  among  the 
papers  annexed  to  the  Secret  Confederations  on  the  State  of  India , 
by  Mojsei.  ;  «  For  a  feries  of  years,  a  fucceffiou  of  direXors 
hen  ,  ha. e  been  guilty  of  the  greateft  enormities,  and  the 
“  fouleft  difhonefty  ;  tney  have  looked  upon  the  Company's 
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The  lofs  of  anchors  and  cables,  by  the 
Company’s  fhips,  in  the  Ganges,  is  cal- 
f  culated 

effects  confided  to  them,  as  a  booty  thrown  open  to  their 
“  depredations ;  they  have  mod  lhamefully  and  arbitrarily 
«  falfified  the  invoice-prices;  they  have  violated,  in  the  moft 
*•'  difgraceful  manner,  all  our  orders  and  regulations,  with  re- 
“  gard  to  the  purchafe  of  gopds,  without  paying  the  leafl:  at* 
“  tention  to  their  oaths  and  duty  ;  we  will  not  add,  that  the 
“  whole  of  the  Company’s  profits  upon  the  filver,  have  been 
“  embezzled,  but  they  have  not,  for  many  years,  been 
“  forthcoming.”  If  a  reform  have  fince  taken  place,  we  need 
not  wonder  at  the  great  difference  above  obferved,  between 
the  accounts  drawn  up  by  Mossei.,  and  thofe  of  later  years. 
The  profits  upon  the  piecegoods  and  raw  filk  fold  in  Europe, 
are  not  inconfiderable ;  in  1778,  were  fold  the  value  of 
/.2, 000, 000  in  piecegoods,  and  the  value  of  /  500,000  in  raw 
iilk,  hefides  two  millions  pounds  weight  of  faltpetre;  and  fif¬ 
teen  to  twenty  per  cent  is  the  calculated  gain,  after  deduction 
of  the  fhips*  charges,  upon  all  three  articles.  If  all  other 
branches  were  to  fail,  the  opium-trade  to  Batavia  would  be 
alone  fufficient  to  render  the  commerce  of  the  Dutch  in  Bengal, 
a  fource  of  great  profit.  Mossel  calculated  the  annual  gain 
upon  this  article  at  /.8oo,ooo;  but  fince  his  time,  the  trade 
has  confiderably  flackened,  and  we  may  fay,  that  the  advance 
upon  it,  amounts  now  to  no  more  than  /j,  or  f. 600,000. 
About  800  boxes,  containing  1 2$ll>.  each,  of  this  drug,  go  an* 
nually  from  Bengal  to  Batavia ;  they  fland  the  Company,  in¬ 
cluding  freight,  infurance,  and  other  charges,  in  about  /79a 
each  ;  and  if  fold,  as  in  1 783,  for/ 1383.  3.  o,  the  advance  to 
the  Company,  upon  the  whole  800  boxes,  will  be  found  to  be 
y.472,920,  befides  the  duties  at  Batavia ,  upon  the  exportation 
to  the  neighbouring  fettlements,  which  make  it  amount,  as 
abovelaid, 
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CBlated  to  amount  to  f  30,000  every 
year  *. 

The  (hip  that  fails  annually  from  Amjler- 
dam  for  Bengal ,  brings  iron,  cutlery,  wool¬ 
lens,  and  other  European  goods,  which 
have  a  tolerable  vent.  The  Company,  like- 
wife,  gain  confiderably  upon  the  filver  in 
bullion,  which  is  imported,  and  is  recoined 
into  rupees. 

The  money  which  is  required  for  the  pur- 
pofes  of  trade  every  year  here,  is  eftimated 
at  forty  or  fifty  tons  of  gold  f ,  the  larged 
part  of  which  is  deftined  for  the  purchafe  of 
return  cargoes  for  Europe,  and  the  remainder 
for  Batavia .  Thofe  which  went  to  Holland 
in  the  year  1768,  amounted,  per  invoices, 
to/2,649,510.  17.  o,  and  confifted  in  piece- 
goods,  raw  filk,  and  faltpetre  for  ballad. 

Two  or  more  (hips,  which  go  annually  to 
Java ,  take  piecegoods,  opium,  and  faltpetre  ; 
of  the  latter  article,  the  larged  part  is  re- 


abovefaid,  to  between f.%  and/ 600,000,  or  about  50,000/. 
fteriing.  All  the  opium  is  difpofed  of  to  the  fociety  eftablifli- 
cd  at  B*tav  a,  in  1 745,  for  this  trade,  of  which  a  particular  ac¬ 
count  has  txen  given,  page  295  of  this  volume.  T. 

*  About  2,725/.  fteriing.  T. 

f  Between  350,000/.  and  450,000/.  .fteriing.  T. 

(hipped 
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Shipped  for  Holland  ;  and  gunpowder  is  ma¬ 
nufactured  of  the  remainder,  at  Batavia. 

Befides  the  yearly  prefents,  which  are 
given  to  the  Moorilh  government,  to  the 
amount  of  about  ten  thoufand  gilders,  the 
Company  pay  certain  duties,  to  the  nabob. 
Upon  all  the  goods  which  are  either  carried 
up  the  river  from  Hbugly ,  or  are  received 
there  from  above.  Much  mifunderftanding 
arofe,  in  October,  1769,  from  the  non-pay¬ 
ment  of  thefe  dues,  which  was  of  great  pre¬ 
judice  to  the  Company,  and  was  only  accom¬ 
modated  by  the  interpofition  of  the  Englith. 

The  trade  of  the  French  here,  has,  fnce 
the.  laft  war,  been  greatly  on  the  decline. 
Their  fettlement  and  fort  of  Cb under nagore, 
were  then  wholly  defrayed  by  the  Englifh. 
At  the  peace  which  followed,  it  was  con¬ 
ditioned,  that  the  fort  thould  not  be  rebuilt, 
nor  ihould  they  be  allowed  to  fortify  them- 
felves  in  any  way,  nor  even  to  hoif  their 
dag,  as  the  ether  nations  did,  at  their  facto¬ 
ries,  upon  a  lofty  enfignf  aff,  but  only  upon 
a  bamboo-pole.  The  Englifh  are  very  f  riCt 
on  thefe  points,  and  are  very  careful  that  the 
French  do  not  infringe  thefe  conditions  in 
the  leaf;.  It  was  noMong  ago,  that  they 
enforced 
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enforced  their  right* in  this  refpeft,  without 
any  ceremony. 

Mr.  Chevalier,  the  French  governor, 
had  caufed  a  deep  ditch  to  be  dug  round 
Chandernagore ,  with  faliant  angles,  at  inter¬ 
vals,  and  the  earth  thrown  up  inwards,  fo 
that  it  had  the  appearance  of  a  rampart,  or 
intrenchment.  He  alleged,  that  this  work 
was  only  intended  to  keep  the  place  dry, 
and  was  undertaken  with  no  other  view 
than  to  drain  the  water  from  the  circum¬ 
jacent  country,  and  convey  it  into  the  river. 
However,  when  the  Englifh  council  of  Cal¬ 
cutta  were  informed  hereof,  they  looked 
upon  it  in  a  very  different  light,  and  they 
immediately  had  the  work  privately  furvey- 
ed,  by  one  of  their  engineers,  who  himfelf 
related  this  circumftance  to  me,  and  he  re¬ 
ported,  that  it  appeared  to  be  made  for  very 
different  purpofes,  than  thofe  that  were  pre¬ 
tended.  Upon  this,  they  fent  word  to  the 
French  governor,  that  he  muft  flop  the  pro- 
fecution  of  the  work,  and  deflroy  as  much  of 
it,  as  had  already  been  finifhed  ;  for,  if  his 
foie  purpofe  were  that  of  draining  off  the 
water,  it  was  unneceffary  to  dig  lb  deep  ; 
that  his  ditch  was  deeper  than  the  low  water 

vol.  i.  mm  mark 
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mark  of  the  Ganges  ;  that  the  faliant  angles 
were  needlefs ;  that  the  earth  ought  not  to 
have  been  thrown  up  inwards,  like  an  in- 
trenchment  ;  and,  finally,  that  if  he  did  not 
choole  to  do  it  himfelf,  they  would  be  obliged 
to  have  the  ditch  filled  up  again,  by  their 
own  workmen.  A  few  days  afterwards, 
they  put  this  threat  in  execution,  and  fent 
the  engineer,  and  eight  hundred  Jipabis ,  or 
Moorifh  foldiers,  to  C  bander  nagore,  who  filled 
up  the  ditch,  and  reftored  the  whole  to  its 
former  level  and  defencelefs  condition. 

However  painful  this  was  to  the  feelings 
of  Mr.  Chevalier,  he  was  compelled  to 
fubmit  to  it,  being  without  any  means  of 
refilling  the  will  of  thefe  haughty  oppreffors. 
The  French  are  only  allowed  a  certain  fmall 
number1  of  cannon,  for  faluting ;  if  they  were 
to  contravene  this  regulation,  their  fuper- 
numerary  artillery  would  foon  be  taken  away 
by  the  Englifii. 

Chandernagore  is  fituated  on  the  weflem 
bank  of  the  Ganges ,  fomething  lefs  than  ail 
hour's  walk  below  Chinfurah,  in  nortli 
latitude  22°  51',  and  in  time  5^  44/ 

3 j"  eaft  of  the  meridian  of  Paris,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Connoijfance  des  Temps.  It  is  built, 

about 
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about  a  mile  iti  length,  along  the  Ganges ,  in 
a  flraight  line,  with  two  parallel,  and  feveral 
crofs,  flreets  behind  it,  which  have  Tome  good 
buildings.  The  ruins  of  the  fort,  demolifhed 
by  the  Englifh,  are  at  the  north  end  of  the 
place,  and  fufficientlj  demonftrate  its  former 
flrength.  It  could  not,  however,  withftand 
the  heavy  fire  of  the  Englifh  (hips  of  war, 
which  battered  it,  and  reduced  it  in  a  fhort 
time  to  a  heap  of  ruins  *. 

The  prefent  governor  has  built  a  hand- 
fbme  houfe,  and  laid  out  an  elegant  garden, 
about  four  miles  below  Chandernagore , 
where  there  is  a  moft  charming  profpedt 
along  the  Ganges. 

They  have,  likewife,  feveral  fadlories  up 
the  country ;  at  CoJJimbazar,  Dacca,  Malda , 
Patna,  and  other  places  ;  yet  their  trade  is 
very  inconfiderable  in  comparifon  with  our’s, 
or  that  of  the  Englifh.  Their  fhips  come 
up  the  river,  as  far  as  Chandernagore ,  where 
there  is  a  fufficient  depth  of  water  for  them. 

The  Danifh  Company  have  their  fettle- 
ment  at  Serampore ,  halfway  between  Cal¬ 
cutta  and  Chinjurah ,  being  on  the  weftern 

*  It  is  aim  oft  needlefs  to  add,  that  both  Chandernagm't  and 
Chinjurah ,  are  stow  in  the  hands  of  the  Englith.  T. 

MM2 
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fide  of  the  Ganges.  This  place  is  of  little 
confideration.  It  confifts  of  a  few  houfes  of 
Europeans,  and  a  fmall  Bengalefe  village. 
The  trade  of  the  Danes  is  more  circum- 
fcribed  than  that  of  any  other  nation.  They 
receive  only  one  or  two  fhips  every  year  from 
Europe,  and  they  have  no  country-trade 
whatever.  While  'l  was  in  Bengal ,  their 
dire&or,  or  governor,  left  their  fa&ory, 
taking  with  him,  as  was  faid,  three  lacks  of 
rupees,  or  four  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
gilders,  with  which  he  went  to  the  Englilh, 
in  order  to  take  his  paflage  to  England. 

In  the  laft  place,  feveral  of  the  eaftern 
nations,  Perfians,  Armenians,  and  others, 
refort  to  Bengal ,  allured  by  the  advantageous 
trade,  which  they  are  enabled  to  purfue 
there. 

In  efFedl,  the  land  is,  in  very  many  re- 
fpedts,  excellently  calculated  for  an  exten- 
live  commerce.  If  we  call  to  mind  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  former  times,  what  treafures 
have  not  the  goods  brought  to  Europe,  pro¬ 
duced  to  the  feveral  Companies!  and  what 
advantages  may  not  ftill  be  drawn  from  a 
country,  excelling  moft  others  in  fertility, 
and  where  fo  many  articles  neceffary,  and 

even 
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even  indirpenfablc  in  others,  are  produced, 
or  received  from  the  neighbouring  and 
otherwife  inacceffible  regions ! 

But  let  us  attentively  confider  all  the  Tons 
of  men,  all  the  nations  of  the  globe,  and  we 
(hall  lpeedily  perceive,  that  nothing  is  more 
inimical  to  the  activity  of  genius,  to  the  exer¬ 
tions  of  courage,  nay  even  to  the  prefer va- 
tion  of  corporeal  health,  and  the  encreafe  of 
population,  than  injuftice,  injury,  and  extor¬ 
tion,  the  infeparable  and  difaftrous  confe- 
quences  of  ^violence  and  tyranny  !  What 
can  caft  a  greater  damp  upon  both  induflry 
and  emulation,  than  the  arbitrary  meafures 
of  a  defpotic  government !  How  much  more 
ingenious,  how  much  more  diligent,  how 
much  more  happy,  would  this  people  be,  if, 
inftead  of  being  oppreffed  and  kept  under, 
they  were  encouraged  and  fupported,  and 
opportunities  afforded  them  of  improving 
themfelves,  both  in  their  very  excellent  ma¬ 
nufactures,  and  in  the  tillage  of  their  happy 
foil !  Is  it  an  incitement  to  them  to  be  ac¬ 
tive  and  induftrious,  that  they  are  forced  to 
labour  their  whole  lives,  for  an  inconfider- 
able  reward ;  a  trifle,  that  fcarcely  fuffices 
to  procure  the  neceffary  food  for  themfelves 
MM3  and 
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and  their  families  ?  Is  it  an  additional  fpur 
to  induftry,  that  they  are  treated  with  con-- 
tempt  and  derifion,  and  that  they  are  expofed 
to  penonai  abufe  and  injury  ? 

Betides,  to  what  do  the  advantages  in  reality 
amount,  which  are  derived  from  the  labour 
and  fweat  of  thefe  wretched  Indians  ?  They 
are  little  better  than  ideal.  The  large  pro¬ 
fits  which  are  received,  as  it  were,  wdth  one 
hand,  and  paid  away  with  the  other,  are  gra¬ 
dually  diminifhed,  and  become,  from  day  to 
day,  lets  perceptible  in  the  coffers  of  the 
Companies. 


BOOK 


BOOK  IV. 


OBSERVATIONS  RESPECTING  THE  CAPE  OP 
GOOD  HOPE. 


CHAPTER  I. 

Cape  of  Good  Hope. — Sandhill  Point. — Table 
Bay. — Rob  ben  IJland. — The  Table  Valley . — Lion’s 
Mountain.  —  T able-Momtain.  —  Wi.dberg,  or 
Devil’s  Mountain. — V/ gather. — Squalls. — Seajons. 
. — Other  Mountains  near  the  Cape. — Soil. — Rivers. 
— Productions.  —  Wheat. —  Wines.  —  Vineyards 
of  Constantia. — Fruits. 


The  Cape  of  Good  Hope  is  properly  the 
weftern  point  of  Falfe  Bay  ;  its  fouth  lati¬ 
tude  is  340  2 and  longitude  eaft  from 
T'eneriffe  35 °.  It  is  not  the  moft  fouthern 
point  of  Africa  ;  for  Cape  Anguillas,  which  is 
fome  leagues  to  the  eaftward  of  it,  lies  in 
340  50'  louth  latitude.  * 

About  feven  leagues  to  the  northward  of 
the  yeft  point  of  Falfe  Bay,  is  the  Leeuwen - 
m  m  4  bergi 


[  536  ] 

berg,  or  Lion's  Mountain.  From  the  northern 
part  of  it,  or  what  is  called  the  Leewwejlaart, 
or  Lion's- tail,  extends  a  low  Tandy  point, 
which  is  called  the  Dutntjes,  or  Sandhill 
Point,  and  which  forms  the  weftern  extre¬ 
mity  of  Table- Bay.  This  is  a  large  bay, 
where  fhips  lie  fheltered  from  all  winds,  ex¬ 
cept  from  n.w.  to  w.n.w.  and  when  the 
weather  is  ftormy,  from  thofe  quarters,  a 
heavy  fea  rolls  in,  by  which  the  Company 
loft  feven  homeward-bound  fhips,  in  the  year 
*737- 

Before  the  bay,  lies  a  fmall  and  low  ifland, 
of  fomething  more  than  three  quarters  of  a 
league  in  circumference,  called  Robben ,  or 
Seal  Ifland.  It  is  a  barren  and  rocky  ipot, 
interiperfed  with  patches  of  Tandy  ground. 
It  ferves  as  a  place  of  exile,  or  confinement, 
for  criminals  Tent  hither,  either  from  the 
Indies,  or  the  Cape.  Thefe  are  obliged  to 
labour,  for  feveral  hours  every  day,  in  the 
fervice  of  the  Company,  chiefly  in  hewing 
and  tranfporting  of  lime-ftone,  which  is  af¬ 
terwards  carried  by  fmall  veflels  to  the  Cape, 
and  is  ufed  in  the  conftru&ion  of  houfes,  and 
other  works ;  they  are  allowed  the  neceflary 
provifions  by  the  Company. 

A  ferjean:,. 
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A  ferjeant,who  has  the  title  of  poft-keeper, 
with  four-and- twenty  men,  keep  guard  over 
thefe  malefa&ors,  who  were,  in  the  year 
1771,  when  I  lay  at  anchor  there,  upwards 
of  feventy  in  number.  No  woman  is  al¬ 
lowed  to  refide  on  the  ifland,  not  even  the 
wife  of  the  poft-keeper.  The  laft  has  his 
abode  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  ifland,  where 
there  are  fome  houfes  ere&ed  for  the  pri- 
loners. 

Many  reefs  projeft  out  from  the  ifland 
on  all  tides  ;  and  a  quarter  of  a  league  to 
the  fouthward,  there  is  a  large  rock,  juft 
upon  a  level  with  the  water,  which  is  call¬ 
ed  the  Walvifch ,  or  Whale ,  and  upon  which 
there  are  breakers  upon  the  leaft  iwell  of  the 
fea.  The  road  of  the  ifland  is  on  the  eaft 
fide,  in  nine  fathoms  water. 

Table-Bay  is  formed  by  three  high  moun¬ 
tains,  the  moil  weftern  of  which  is  the 
Lions  s  Mountain ;  Table- Mountain  is  in  the 
middle,  and  the  Windberg ,  or  Devil's  Moun¬ 
tain,  the  eaftcrnmoft.  They  lie  in  a  femicir- 
cular  form,  and  the  valley  between  them,  in 
which  are  fituated  Capetown  and  cajlle ,  is 


called  the  Table-valley. 

.  Lrni's  Mountain  has  been  fo  called,  be- 
'  caule. 
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caufe,  from  a  certain  point  of  view,  it 
"bears  in  Ihape,  a  real,  or  fancied,  refem- 
blance  to  a  lion  couching.  It  is  therefore 
diftinguilhed  into  what  is  called  the  Lions - 
beat 4  and  the  Lion’s-tail ,  or  rump .  The 
I.ion's-head  *  is  a  bare  rock,  from  the  top 
to  the  bottom  ;  the  tail  is  likewile  rocky, 
but  it  is  covered  with  a  flight  ftratum  of 
earth,  which  produces  an  inferior  kind  of 
grafs  ;  and  every  one  is  at  liberty  to  let  their 
cattle  feed  upon  it. 

The  Abbe  de  laCaille  found  that  the 
altitude  of  the  Lion  s -be ad,  above  the  furface 
of  the  fea,  was  2,151,  and  that  of  the  rumpt 
1,140  Rhineland  feet. 

The  Company  have  ere£ted  an  enfign- 
flaff,  upon  both  thefe  fummits,  upon  which 
fignal-flags  are  hoirted,  as  loon  as  any  fliips 
are  perceived  at  lea.  Thefe  Agnate  are 
changed  every  month  ;  advices  thereof  are 
feat  two  years  beforehand  to  Holland,  and 
to  the  fettlements  in  India,  and  fealed  let¬ 
ters,  containing  the  detail  of  them,  are  given 
to  the  commanders  of  veflels,  who  are  to 


*  Thh  is  likewife  called  the  Sugarlonf ,  by  Englihi  navi¬ 
gators.  T. 


C  539  3 
<  . 

touch  at  the  Cape,  which  are  opened  when 
they  come  in  fight  of  the  mountain,  in  order 
to  be  fure  that  the  place  is  in  the  hands  of 
their  own  countrymen,  and,  if  the  fignals 
agree,  that  they  may  proceed  with  confi¬ 
dence  to  the  anchorage  in  the  bay. 

One  or  two  men  are  conftantly  ftationed  » 
on  the  Lion  s-head,  and  as  foon  as  they  per¬ 
ceive  any  fhip  at  fea,  they  hoift  the  flag, 
and  fire  one  or  more  times,  according  to 
the  number  of  veflels  that  appear,  a  imall 
piece  of  cannon,  which  has  been  got  up  to 
this  place,  with  great  difficulty,  and  the  re¬ 
port  of  which  is  the  more  eafily  heard  at 
Capetown ,  from  the  reverberation,  which  it 
makes  againft  the  deep  fides  of  the  Table- 
Mountain. 

The  Table- Mountain  is  fo  called,  becaufe, 
being  feen  from  below,  it  prefents  a  flat  fur- 
face  at  the  top,  like  a  table.  It  is  the  larg¬ 
ed,  and  higheft,  of  the  hills  at  the  Cape.  On 
the  north  fide,  full  half  of  the  height  is  a 
bare  rock,  perfectly  perp.  ndictiiar.  On  the 
fouth,  it  is  lefs  deep,  but  in  the  interme¬ 
diate  lpaces,  it  is  equally  very  precipitous. 
The  perpendicular  height  of  the  ead  fide  of 
th^ Table,  above  the  furtace  of  the  fea,  is 
3>  4l6; 
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3,416  ;  on  the  weft  fide  3,470  ;  the  length 
of  the  Table,  8,638  ;  the  diftance  of  the 
weftern  brow,  from  the  Lion's- head,  9,136  ; 
and  of  the  eaftern  brow,  from  the  fummit 
of  the  Wind ,  or  Devil's,  Mountain,  4,436 
Rhineland  feet,  according  to  meafurement 
of  the  beforementioqed  Abbe  de  la  Ca- 
ille.  He  likewife  found  that  the  mercury, 
in  the  barometer,  ftood  qtJbs  inches  lower 
on  the  eaft  fide,  and  gre*?  inches  on  the 
weft  fide,  than  at  the  furface  of  the  fea. 

The  Windberg ,  likewife  called  the  De¬ 
vil's  Mountain,*  is  the  eaftern  boundary  of 
Table- valley  ;  its  height  is  eftimated  at 
3,215  feet.  It  confifts  of  an  entire  rock, 
covered  in  fome  few  places  with  a  little 
earth,  which  nourishes  fome  fmall  buflies. 
This  mountain  is  thought  to  be  more  diffi¬ 
cult  of  afcent  than  the  Table- Mountain. 

Thefe  three  mountains  are  partly  united, 
about  one  quarter  of  the  way  up,  to  each 
other  ;  but  are  feparated  by  wide  chaftns,  at 
the  fummits.  The  Th^/r-Mountain  appears, 
by  reafon  of  its  great  height  and  fteepnefs,  to 

*  And  fometimes  Charles's  Mountain,  by  the  Englifh.  T. 

/ 
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hang  over  the  town,  though  it  is  the  fartheft 
diftant. 

The  near  neighbourhood  of  thele  ele¬ 
vated  mountains,  and  efpecially  of  the  two 
laft,  produces  no  little  inconvenience  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Cape ,  in  the  foutheaft, 
or  good,  monfoon,  by#  the  heavy  fqualls, 
which  pour  over  them.  Several  hours  be¬ 
fore  they  begin  to  blow,  a  fmall  cloud  ap¬ 
pears  at  the  top  of  the  Table,  which  is 
followed  by  others,  and  afiembling  toge¬ 
ther,  they  gradually  cover  the  whole  of  the 
fummit,  and  defcend  down  its  tides,  fome- 
times  farther  than  half  way,  fo  that  the 
mountain  appears  encircled  by  an  impene-  * 
trable  mift,  while  the  clouds  roll  majeftically 
down  the  Tides  of  the  chafm,  between  the 
weft  tide  of  the  Table  Mountain,  and  the 
Lion's- head. 

Then  follow  the  moft  violent  gufts  of 
wind,  which  fometimes  laft  for  four  days, 
and  longer;  During  them,  it  is  even  dif¬ 
ficult  to  walk  the  ftreets.-  Darge-fized 
pebbles  are  taken  up  by  the  torrent  of  air, 
and  carried  out  into  the  road,  as  far  as  the 
ftiips.  Thefe  can  fcarcely  remain  at  an- 
\  cboy  :  it  often  happens  that  they  part  their 

cables. 
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cables,  though  they  have  no  fwell  of  the 
fea  to  withftand,  but  only  the  violence  of 
the  wind. 

On  coming  from  fea,  when  the  foutheaft 
wind  blows  hard,  the  greateft  danger  is  run 
of  lofmg  fails,  or  mails,  if  one  perfifts  in 
attempting  to  reach  tjbe  road  hence,  in  luch 
cales,  moll  Ihips  run  under  Robben  llland, 
and  call  anchor  there. 

Although  the  feafon  when  this  wind  pre¬ 
vails,  is  called  the  good  monfoon  ( goede 
tnouffcn )>  it  is  neverthelefs  much  better  wea¬ 
ther,  during  the  months  from  May  to  Sep¬ 
tember,  which  are,  on  the  contrary,  called 
the  bad  monfoon  ( kwaade  moujfon J,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  violent  northweft  winds  which 
then  fometimes  blow,  and  make  the  road 
of  'Table- Bay  unfafe.  For  this  reafon,  the 
Company’s  Ihips  are  not  allowed  to  enter 
it,  from  the  middle  of  May,  to  the  middle 
of  Augull,  but  mull  run  into  Falfe-Bzy, 
where  they  lie  Iheltered  from  all  winds. 

The  other  hills,  which  are  in  view  of  the 
Cape ,  are,  in  the  firll  place,  thofe  of  Hot - 
tentot  Holland ,  which  lie  at  a  great  diilance 
to  the  eallward,  and  are  faid  -  to  be  full 
twice  as  high  as  the  Table- Mountain.  Tibey  <! 

are 
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are  a  chain  of  mountains,  ftretching  to  the 
northward,  and  ending  to  the  fouth,  at  the 
eaft  point  of  Falfe- Bay.  The  others  are 
the  Blauwenberg ,  or  Blue  Mountain,  the 
Koeberg,  or  Cow-Mountain,  and  the  Tiger- 
mountains,  which  are  not  far  from  the  Cape. 

The  foil  is  very  gopd  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountains,  but  in  the  large  vallies,  it  is  bar¬ 
ren  and  fandy,  and  produces  little  or  nothing, 
for  want  of  water.  Hence  moft  of  the  farm* 
are  laid  out  upon  the  fides  of  the  hills,  where 
they  are  watered  by  the  little  rivulets  which 
defcend  from  the  fummits.  The  foil  is  much 
impregnated  with  faline  particles,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Cape ,  which  is  very  bad 
for  the  vines;  it  was  for  this  reafon,  w'hen  in 
the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century.  Gover¬ 
nor  Van  Der  Stel,  planted  the  vineyards 
of  Conjlantia ,  whence,  as  is  well  known,  the 
mofl  delicious  w'ines  are  annually  brought  to 
Europe,  that  he  had  a  bafket  of  earth  taken 
up,  at  the  difhnce  of  every  hundred  roods, 
for  a  confiderable  trad  of  country  .round  the 
Cape ,  and  mixed  with  water,  in  order  to 
make  experiments  of  which  loihwas  the  leail 
brackilh.  This  was  found  to  be  at  the  fpot, 
'  wl)c* e  the  famous  vineyards  of  Conjlantia. 

have 
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have  been  planted.  An  old  man,  whofe  fa- 
'  ther  had  been  employed  in  the  eftablifhment 
of  them,  related  the  above  to  me. 

Many  rivers,  it  is  faid,  are  met  with  up 
the  country,  but  none  of  them  are  naviga¬ 
ble;  hence  all  goods  are  conveyed,  from  one 
place  to  another,  by  carriages.  The  largeft 
river,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Cape ,  is 
called  the  Zoute ,  or  Salt  river,  on  account 
of  its  briny  tafte.  It  is  fordable  every  where, 
even  clofe  to  its  mouth. 

Every  neceflary  of  life  is  produced  in 
abundance,  in  the  country  round  this  colony. 

Very  excellent  wheat  is  grown  in  great 
plenty  ;  fo  that,  befides  the  annual  exporta¬ 
tion  to  Batavia ,  other  nations,  the  Englifh, 
andefpeciallythe  French, takelarge  quantities, 
both  of  flour  and  of  baked  bread,  for  their 
Indian  poffeflions  *.  The  corn  is  brought  to 

the 


*  From  1400  to  1600  tons  of  wheat  ufed  yearly  to  be  ex¬ 
ported  from  the  Cape ,  for  the  confumption  of  Batavia  and 
Ceylon ;  befides  large  quantities  of  peafe,  beans,  butter,  and 
wines  :  and,  on  the  other  hand,  Batavia  furnithed,  by  a  yearly 
fliip  to  the  Cape,  a  quantity  of  riot,  arack,  hig.,r,  and  pre¬ 
pared  timber.  In  the  yea.  1 771,  >ht  French  c  ntrae’te  ’  at  the 
Cape ,  for  the  ufe  «,f  thcii  colonies  at  Mauritius  and  Bourbon , 
fot  400,000  ibs..oi  flour,  400,000  Ibi.  u  Dtlvuit,  50 o,&r*Jbs. 

of 
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the  town,  from  the  interior  parts  of  the 
country,  by  carts,  drawn  by  oxen,  each  car¬ 
rying  a  load  of  full  one  thoufand  pounds 
weight,  which,  when  I  wa$  laft  there,  was 
fold  for  fifteen  rixdollars,  or  thirty-fix  gil¬ 
ders  *. 

The  wineprefles  yield,  much  wine  of  va¬ 
rious  forts,  which  are  all,  more  or  lefs,  agree¬ 
able,  and  in  requeft. 

Next  to  the  genuine  conftantia,  the  wines 
called  mufcadel,  and  Jleen- wine,  are  efteem- 
ed  the  belt.  There  is  a  fort  which  in  tafte 
refembles  madeira,  but  which  is  neither  fo 
ftrong,  nor  fo  racy.  The  commoneft  wines 
are  fold  at  the  Cape ,  for  thirty-five,  aud  forty 
rixdollars  the  leager ;  the  mufcadel  fetches 
fixty  and  leventy  rixdollars,  and  the  conftan¬ 
tia- wine  from  fixty  to  fe veil ty- five  rixdollars 
the  awm  -j* , 

The  laft  mentioned  has  its  name  from  the 

of  fait  beef,  and  1,200  leagers  of  wine.  Since  the  Cape  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  English,  in  September,  1795.  many  car¬ 
goes  of  wheat  have  been  brought  thence,  to  this  country.  T. 

*  See  the  further  corre&ed  ftatements  of  Mr.  Stavorj- 
kus  on  this  head,  in  the  ioih  chapter  of  the  fecond  book,  of 
the  3d  volume. 

^  f  A  leager  is  nearly  four  awms,  and  an  awm  contains  about 
forty  Englilh  gallons. 

vol.  i.  n  n  vineyards 
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vineyards'of  Conjlantw  ;  this  delicious  wine 
cannot  be  produced  any  where  elie.  They  lie 
behind  the.  ’Table- Mountain,  towards  Falfe- 
Bay,  ahd  do  not  cover  much  more  than  forty 
acres  of  ground.  The  wine  is  preffed  from 
the  mufcadel-grape,  which  is  let  hang  till 
quite  ripe,  the  found  grapes  are  then  culled 
out  from  the  rotten  ones,  and  are  alone  preff¬ 
ed.  The  vintage  is  made  in  the  month  of 
March. 

All  kinds  of  fruit  are  likewife  to  be  met 
with  here,  as  well  fuch  as  are  indigenous  of 
the  climate,  as  fuch  as  are  natives  of  Europe; 
currants,  however,  excepted,  of  which  I  law 
none.  Peaches  and.  apricots  are  produced  in 
abundance,  but  they  did  not  feem  to  me  to 
poffefs  fo  fine  a  flavour  as  thofe  of  our  own 
growth. 


CHAF- 
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CHAPTER  II. 

The  Hottentots. — Their  Appearance . — De/cription  of 
Cape' own. — The  Hcufes.  —  River.  —  Church. — 
T ownhall. —  Hofpital. — Its  ill  Confiruftion.— 
B-id  Treatment  of  the  Sick. — Public  Library 
Cafsle. — Fort# cations. — Company's  Garden.— Me- 
nagery . — Aviary. — Other  Gardens  belonging  to  the 
Company. 

TThE  native  inhabitants  of  the  country  are 
the  Hottentots ;  but  they  are,  at  prefent,  for  the 
moft  part,  removed  to  a  great  diftance  from 
the  Cape.  They  dwell  together  in  villages, 
called  kraals ,  and  are  under  a  chief,  whom 
they  eleft  themfelves,  and  who  has  the  title 
of  captain.  The  governor  of  the  Cape  con¬ 
firms  his  nomination,  and  prefents  him,  as  a 
token  of  his  dignity,  with  a  cane,  upon 
which  there  is  a  large  brafs  head,  with  the 
ufual  mark  of  the  Company  engraved  upon 
it.  They  are  very  proud  of  this  mark  of 
diftin&ion,  and  fo  tenacious  of  it,  that  they 
will  lofe  their  lives  in  defence  of  it. 

The  Hottentots  often  hire  themfelves,  for 
n  n  2  very 
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very  trifling  wages,  as  herdfmeti  to  the 
farmers,  or  for  other  work.  The  few 
whom  I  faw  of  this  nation,  were  of  a  mo¬ 
derate  ftature,  not  corpulent,  but  of  a 
coarfe  make,  and  a  dark  brown  colour. 
They  have  large  eyes,  a  flat  nofe,  and  thick 
lips.  They  have  thick  and  black  curling 
hair  upon  their  heads,  like  the  negroes,  up¬ 
on  which  they  fmear  all  kinds  of  greafy 
dirt,  and  make  it  one  clotted  lump  of  filth. 
Their  teeth  are  fmall,  and  as  white  as  fnow. 
They  have  no  other  drefs,  than  a  raw 
fheeplkin,  which  is  thrown  over  the  fhoul- 
ders  ;  in  the  warm  feafon  they  wear  the 
woolly  fide  outwards,  and  turn  it  infide 
when  the  cold  months  come  on.  The  parts 
which  raoft  nations  agree  to  conceal,  are 
worn  by  the  men  in  a  cylindrical  cafe, which 
is  tied  round  the  waift.  The  women,  who 
are  fomewhat  lets  coarfely  made,  but  flill 
extremely  unlovely,  wear  a  fmall  fcjuare 
piece  of  cloth,  for  the  lame  purpofe. 

The  town  of  the  Cape  lies  at  the  foot  of 
the  Lidns-tail ,  and  of  ’Table- Mountain.  It  is 
oblong  in  fhape,  and  it  is  interfered  by  fe- 
veral  ftreets,  crofling  each  other  at  right  . 
angles,  though  they  in  fa£t  do  not  deferve 

that 
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that  name,  being  all  unpaved,  and  not  at  all 
level,  the  natural  unevennels  of  the  ground 
having  been  left  unaltered.  When  I  was 
the  lafl  time  at  the  Cape,  however,  1  was 
told,  that  they  were  going  to  be  duly  paved, 
and  levelled.  They  are  very  broad,  and  af¬ 
ford  fufficient  room  for  two  carts,  with  fix- 
teen  or  twenty  oxen  yoked  to  them,  to  give 
way  to  each  other,  with  great  eale. 

As  I  guefs,  there  are,  at  prefent,  full  five 
hundred  houfes,  but  they  are  almoft  all  of 
but  a  fingle  ftory,  and  thatched  with  draw, 
or  reed,  inftead  of  being  tiled,  becaufe  of  the 
violent  and  fudden  gulls  of  wind,  to  which 
they  are  continually  expofed.  They  are, 
for  tfye  moft  part,  whitened  on  the  outfides, 
with  lime,  which  is  burnt  here  from  Hones 
fetched  from  Saldanha- Bay.  Within,  they 
have  a  fpacious  hall,  with  roomy  apart¬ 
ments  on  each  fide,  behind  which  there  is  a 
large  chamber,  to  which  they  give  the  name 
of  the  gallery. 

The  little  river,  which  gullies  down  from 
the  T^/<?-MouiAain,  runs  through  a  large 
plain,  to  the  fouth  of  the  town,  .in  a  canal, 
^lined  and  faced  with  brick,  which  is  adorned, 
pn  each  fide,  with  fome  of  the  handlbmeft^ 
n  n  3  buildings 
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buildings  of  the  country,  and  a  row  of  Ihady 
trees  ;  it  is  called  the  Heeren-gragt ,  or  Gen¬ 
tleman  s -canal. 

Upon  this  plain,  there  are  two  fountains, 
which  play  conftantly,  though  they  may  be 
ftbpped  by  large  brafs  cocks ;  the  inhabitants, 
and  the  ftiips,  are  fupplied  with  water  from 
them.  • 

The  church  ftands  upon  the  Heeren-gragt , 
and  has  four  fronts,  each  embellifhed  with 
a  portico.  It  is  of  an’  oftagon  form  within. 
The  roof  is  fupported  by  pillars,  againft 
which  the  pews  of  the  governor,  and  other 
fervants  of  the  Company,  are  placed,  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  rank.  It  has  a  pretty  good 
organ.  The  little  fpire  which  arofe  from 
it,  was  heightened,  when  I  was  laft  at  the 
Cape . 

The  townhall,  which  makes  a  tolerably 
handfome  appearance  on  the  outfide,  ftands 
upon  a  large  open  place,  oppofite  to  the 
town. 

The  Company’s  hofpital  is  fttuated  -ob¬ 
liquely  oppofite  to  the  church.  It  is  built 
in  the  form  of  a  crofs,  and  being  inclofed 
amidft  other  buildings,  it  is  without  a  moft 
.neceharv  advantage  for  fuch  an  inftitution, 
namely^ 
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namely,  a  free  circulation  of  air.  It  has  bo¬ 
lides  a  very  low  roof,  and  is  much  too  fmall 
for  the  numerous  f.ck,  brought  to  the  Cape 
by  the  Company’s  (hips.  At  its  firft  e  a- 
blifhment,  it  was  only  made  for  the  accom¬ 
modation  of  five  or  fix  Hundred  patient  . 
whereas  if  is  now  fometimes  crouded  with 
more  than  a  thoufand.  This  caufes  a  con¬ 
tinued  and  difagreeable  fmell  m  the  build- 
in,,  by  wh.ch.it  does  not  unfrequently  hap¬ 
pen,  that  together  with  the  fick  which  are 
.  returned  on  board  of  ihips  from  the :  hofpital  . 
a  contagious  difeafe  is  conveyed  to  the 
crew,  which  carries  oft  a  great  number. 

The  provifions  which  are  given  to  the  pa¬ 
tients  are  very  'good,,  but  the  l.ece farya- 
tendance  is  wholly  wanting,  as  w«dUs  *1- 
ful  pradtitioners.  If  any  thing  o 

pany’s  affairs  ever  required  a  reform,! 

the.  hofpital  at  the  Cape,  not  only  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  edifice  itfclf,  but  hkewife,  and 

chiefly,  with  ref peft  to  the  condua  of  it. 
The  wretched  failors,  do  not  on  v  run  . 

danger  of  lofing  their  lives,  or  ruining  their 

contentions,  in  this  abode  of.  to ach i  and 
filth,  but  their  wages  are  likewife  withbel 
V  during  the  time  they  remain  in  the  hofpital, 
N  N  4  alld 
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and  the  money  goes  to  the  institution,  be- 
caufe,  forfooth,  they  do  no  fervice  while 
they  are  Sick,  and  are  nevertheless  provided 
with  vi&uals  and  drink  *. 

Not  far  from  the  church,  Stands  a  build¬ 
ing,  which  is  embellished  with  the  proud 
title  of  Bibliotheca  Bub  lie  a.  Very  few  good 
works  are  to  be  met  with,  among;  the  few 
books  it  does  contain  ;  being  in  this  refpeit 
perfectly  Similar  to  that  at  Batavia ,  which 
is  equally  decorated  with  the  fame  high- 
founding  title.  It  is  the  fexton  of  the 
church  who  is  Bibliothecarius. 

The  caStle  of  the  Cape,  is  a  regular  pen¬ 
tagon  ;  it  Stands  Southeast,  from  the  town, 
about  800  feet,  and.  about  330  from  the 
feaShore.  On  this  fide  it  is  covered  by  a 
large  outwork,  and  by  a  ravelin  at  the  gate 
which  leads  to  the  town.  The  baltions  and 
curtains  are  built  of  hard  rock-Stone,  and  are 
about  fourteen  or  fifteen  feet  high.  ,  With¬ 
in,  it  has  roomy  dwelling-houfes  for  the  go¬ 
vernor,  and  other  of  the  Company’s  fer- 

*  In  November,  1772, the  foundation  was  laid,  by  Governor 
Van  Plettenberg,  of  a  new  hofpital,  on  a  larger  fcale, 
and  in  a  more  convenient  fituation,  at  the  eaft  end  of  the  / 
town,  between  ? ai/e-Mountain  and  the  citadel.  T. 
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vants.  They,  however,  do  not  make  ufe  of 
them,  but  live  in  the  town,  the  military  com¬ 
mander  excepted,  who  is  obliged  to  refide  in 
the  fort.  A  large  fpace  is  left  between  the 
buildings.  One  particular  deferves  notice, 
namely, the  dangerous  fituationof  the  powder- 
magazine,  which  is  built  againft  the  fur¬ 
nace,  or  kitchen,  of  the  governor,  though  it 
is  fepa rated  from  it  by  a  thick  wall  of  ma- 
fonry. 

Southeaft  from  the  caftle,  along  the  beach, 
a  line  is  drawn,  at  the  end  of  which  there  is 
a  fmall  fort,  which  was  not  finilhed,  when 
I  was  there,  and  upon,  which  twenty-fix 
pieces  of  cannon  could  be  mounted.  At 
the  other  fide  of  the  town,  near  Sandhill- 
Point,  there  is  likewife  a  large  battery,  to 
which  the  name  of  the  water- fort  has  been, 
given. 

All  thefe  fortifications  ferve  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  road,  and  to  prevent  a  landing 
here ;  but  no  one,  who  has  any  experience  in 
war,  would  attempt  it  at  this  place. 

Behind  the  town,  on  the  acclivity  of 
Table- Mountain,  is  the  Company’s  garden, 
an  oblong-fquare  piece  of  ground, (  of  about 
fixty  acres.  Its  breadth  is  fcarcely  one- 

fixth 
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fixth  part  of  the  length.  The  ground  rife? 
gradually  to  the  end  of  the  garden,  though 
the  afcent  is  fcarcely  perceptible  in  walking. 

The  foil  is  clayey  and  ftony,  yet  it  is  con¬ 
tinually  ameliorated  by  manure,  and  frefh 
and  good  earth.  Length  wife,  the  garden 
has  five  walks,  which  lead  in  ftraight  lines 
upwards.  The  middle  one  is  the  broadeft, 
and  is  planted  with  oak-trees,  which,  though 
they  are  not  very  large,  afford  a  very  agree¬ 
able  fhade  by  their  thick  foliage,  uniting 
overhead.  The  other  walks  are  equally 
planted  with  oak-trees,  but  they  are  cut  like 
hedges.  Thefe  are  interfered  by  eleven  crofs 
walks,  which  are  planted  with  bay  *  and 
myrtle-trees. 

By  this  means,  the  garden  is  divided  into 
forty-four  fquares,  in  which  many  forts  of 
fruit-trees,  and  all  kinds  of  vegetables,  are 
grown ;  ferving  chiefly  to  afford  refrefh- 
ments  to  the  crews  of  the  {hips,  that  touch 
here. 

The  whole  is  watered  by  the  little  rivulet, 
which  runs  down  from  the  fT^/t'-Mountain. 
It  is  conduced,  out  of  the  canal  mentioned 

*  Uv.rm  vMlis. 
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before,  to  the  garden,  and  then  through 
numerous  little  channels  to  every  bed. 

At  the  eaft  fide  of  the  garden,  about  the  • 
middle,  there  is  a  handfome  fummerhoufe, 
for  the  recreation  of  the  governor.  There 
is  alfo  a  menagery,  which  is  furrounded  by 
high  walls,  except  on  the  fide  of  the  garden, 
where  an  iron  railing  admits  the  view  of  the 
animals  that  are  confined  in  it.  Thefe  are, 
harts  *,  elks  f ,  zebras  t,  oftriches,  caffo- 
waries,  and  many  others.  By  the  fide  of  the 
menagery  is  an  aviary,  which  contains  raoft 
of  the  birds,  to  be  met  with  in  the  country, 
which  can  be  kept. 

The  garden  is  open,  for  the  recreation  of 
the  public,  till  an  hour  after  funfet,  when  the 
gate  is  clofed.  It  ufed  formerly  to  be  open 
till  late  at  night,  but  much  abufe  being  made 
hereof,  it  was  prohibited. 

No  one  may  gather  any  fruits,  or  damage 
any  of  the  produdtioiis,  upon  very  heavy 
penalties.  A  number  or  attendants  and 
haves  are  continually  at  hand,  to  keep  watch 
that  no  harm  be  done' 

*  Capra  dorcas .  f  Capra  oryx ,  +  Equus  xeira. 
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Before  the  garden  is  the  gardener’s  lodge, 
and  next  to  it  a  building,  in  which  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  Haves  are  locked  up  at  night. 

Befides  this  the  Company,  have  two  other 
gardens,  on  the  acclivity  of  the  Devt't’s  Moun¬ 
tain,  one  of  which  is  called  Newland ,  and  the 
other  bet  Ronde  Bofcbr  (the  round  grove)  ; 
both  of  them  are  adorned  with  lhady  walks, 
and  planted  with  a  great  number  of  fruit- 
trees. 

In  the  firft,  I  faw  a  Handing  apricot-tree, 
which  was  fo  large,  and  had  fpread  its 
branches  fo  wide,  that  more  than  twenty 
men  could  be  fheltered  under  them,  and  it 
produced  very  good  fruit,  at  the  lame  time. 
The  governor,  and  the  next  in  command, 
live  here,  from  time  to  time  ;  and  vei;y  good 
dwellinghoufes  have  been  ere&ed  for  them. 
It  is  a  great  pity  that  thefe  pleafant  country- 
feats,  are  fo  fubjeft  to  the  violent  attacks  of 
the  furious  foutheaft  winds  which  conti¬ 
nually  fweep  down  from  the  mountain. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

Animals. — Horfes. — Oxen. — Cows. — Sheep. — Wild 
Animals.  —  Zebras  —  Ofiriches.  —  Sea-cows. — 
Game. — Fijh. — Inf  efts. 

T HE  horfes  which  are  met  with  here,  are 
fmallej;  than  in  Europe,  but  they  are  inde¬ 
fatigable  in  running.  Some  of  them  are 
eafy  faddle-horfes,  but  many  are  very  reftive 
and  unealy. 

Oxen  are  made  ufe  of,  both  for  the  pur- 
pofes  of  hufbandry,  and  to  draw  loaded  wag¬ 
gons;  from  iix  to  twenty  of  them,  are  yoked, 
two  and  two,  and  are  commonly  under  the 
guidance  of  a  Hottentot,  and  governed  by  a 
long  whip. 

The  cows  here  do  not  give  fo  much  milk 
as  in  Holland  ;  it  is  likewife  fuppofed  to  be 
acrimonious  and  unwholefome.  They  are 
alfo  fmalier  ;  and  fuch  as  are,  now  and  then, 
brought  from  Europe,  are  efteemed  much 
more  than  thofe  bred  in  the  country. 

Sheep  *  are  in  great  plenty.  They  are, 

in 
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in  general,  larger,  and  their  flefh  is  full  as 
well-tailed  as  in  Europe.  The  tail,  which 
confifts  of  pure  fat,  weighs  five,  and  fome- 
times  more,  pounds.  Their  fkins  are  not 
covered  with  wool,  but  with  a  fort  of  hair, 
which  is  not  very  fine.  Sheep  are  likewife 
met  with,  which  are  brought  from  Holland, 
and  propagate  equally  with  the  others,  bpt 
they  are  not  fo  abundant. 

The  wild  animals,  which  are  found  in  the 
country,  and  among  which  the  lion,  the 
tiger,  the  leopard.,  the  buffalo,  and  the  ape, 
are  enumerated,  are  now  far  removed  from 
the  Cape,  and  are  feldom  feen  near  it.  The 
wolf  *  only,  at  times,  commits  fome  noctur¬ 
nal  depredations. 

Zebras  are  lometimes  caught  alive, brought 
to  the  Cape,  and  tamed.  I  faw  one  in  the 
Company’s  menagery.  This  animal  has 
much  analogy,  in  fhape,  with  the  common 
afs,  but  is  much  larger.  It  is  ftriped  with 
plain  brown  and  white  ltripes,  of  about  two 
inches  broad,  terminating  under  the  belly, 
which  is  whitifh.  The  head  is  likewife 
ftriped,  but  with  narrower  lines.  Although 
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it  be  in  a  manner  tamed,  it  is  always  very 
mifchievous,  and  bites,  or  kicks,  at  whatever 
other  animal  comes  near  it. 

Oftriches  are  likewife  met  with  here. 
Their  eggs  are  bought  for  two  or  three 
ftivers  apiece  ;  they  are  very  good,  fried,  or 
in  paftry,  and  very  convenient  to  take  with 
one,  on  a  journey  :  one  of  them  contains  as 
much  as  twenty  hen’s  eggs.  The  birds 
which  I  faw,  were  about  four  feet  high,  with 
ftrong  and  thick  legs,  and  (lumps  inftead  of 
wings  they  carry  their  head  and  long  neck 
upright.  The  male  is  much  handfomer  than 
the  female  ;  the  latter  is  covered  with  an 
ugly  kind  of  light  brown  hair,  and  thin 
feathers  *  but  the  feathers  of  the  male  are 
black,  and  much  handfomer,  and  tpore  gloffy. 

Sea-cows  *  are  fometimes  met  with  in  the 
rivers ;  but  I  faw  none.  I  eat,  however,  of 
the  fie(h  of  one,  which  the  governor  allured 
me,  had  weighed  more  than  two  thouiand 
pounds.  The  meat,  and  efpecially  the  fat, 
is  very  tafteful,  and  does  not  at  all  difagree 
with  the  (lomach,  however  heartily  one  eats 

*  Sea-cow  is  the  denomination  given  by  the  colonifts  at  the 
Cape,  to  the  Hippopotamus,  or  river-horfe.  T. 
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of  it :  if  not  told  beforehand,  it  might  be 
taken  for  beef. 

There  is  no  want  of  game  here  ;  Jleen - 
boh  *,  hares  ■f',  fnipes  and  others,  are  in 
great  plenty ;  the  firftmentioned,  are  very 
fine  eating,  and  are  efleemed  the  heft  game. 

The  fea  yields  an  incredible  quantity  of 
fi(h,  for  the  confumption  of  the  Cape .  The 
Hottentot-filh,  which  is  like  a  fea-bream,  is 
daily  brought  to  market,  in  great  plenty. 
The  Rooman- filh,  which  is  not  unlike  the 
former,  only  fomething  bigger,  is  one  of  the 
moft  delicious  that  is  caught ;  it  is  covered 
with  light  red  fcales.  Soles  and  rays  are 
alfo  abundant. 

When  we  were  failing  from  Rebben-\{[?in$. 
to  the  road.  of  the  Cape ,  we  met  a  very  large 
fifh,  floating  upon  its  back,  with  its  belly 
blown  up,  fo  that  it  appeared  five  feet  above 
the  water.  'It  pafled  us  within  a  (hip’s 
length,  and  appeared  to  be  twenty  feet  in 
length.  The  opportunity  would  not  allow 
of  our  hoifting  out  a  boat,  or  I  (hould  cer¬ 
tainly  have  endeavoured  to  have  made  my» 
felf  mafter  of  it. 

*  Capra  grimtnia .  -j-  Lip  us  capenju,  et  C'-mmmis, 

}  Scelcpax  capajis. 
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Many  in  feds  peculiar  to  warm  countries, 
are  found  here.  In  particular,  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  are  much  tormented  by  flies,  of  which 
there  are  incredible  quantities.  In  the  Riet- 
•uallei  (valley  of  reeds),  about  three  Dutch 
miles  from  the  Cape ,  I  faw  locufts  of  all 
colours,  full  four  inches  in  length,  and  one 
in  thicknefs. 

There  are  likewife  fcorpions,  fpiders,  and 
centipedes.  Of  the  laft,  there  are  fome  that 
are  four  inches  in  length  ;  but  it  is  very  fel- 
dom,  that  any  one  is  heard  to  have  been 
ftung  by  them. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


fir  ft  Settlement  of  the  Colony. — Extenftcn  of  it  by 
French  Refugees. — Colonifts  in  the  Country. — In¬ 
habitants  of  the  Foivn. — Women. — Men. — Drefs. — 
Charatler. — I  heir  Trade. — L  edging  of  Strangers . — 
Cheapnefs  of  Proviftcns. — DiJLmpers. — Fhe  Small¬ 
pox — Degrees  of  Heat.  —  Barometer. — I  ides. — ■ 
Coins. — Government. — Fhe  Governor. — Council  of 
Polity.  —  Council  of  Juftice.  —  Punifhments.  — 
Dr  efts. — Clergymen. — Frcops  and  Militia. 


A.LTHOUGH  the  Portuguefe,  the  Dutch, 
and  other  nations,  navigating  to  India,  fre¬ 
quently  touched  at  this  fouthern  extremity  of 
Africa,  to  refrelh  themfelvcs  in  ‘Table- Bay, 
as  a  tolerably  fate  harbour  ;  yet  none  of  them 
endeavoured  to  fecure  a  durable  eftablilh- 
ment  here,  till  the  year  1652.  About  that 
time,  the  diredlors  of  our  Eafl-India  Com¬ 
pany,  though  fit,  upon  the  inftigation  of  one 
Van  Riebeek,  lurgeon  of  one  of  their 
fhips,  to  eftablifh  a  permanent  fettlement, 
for  a  place  of  refrefhment  for  their  veffels, 
at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  For  that  purpofe' 
they  lent  Van  Riebeek,  with  four  Ihips, 
laden 
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laden  with  the  neceftary  materials,  imple¬ 
ments,  and  provifions,  to  found  a  colony  at 
this  promontory.  At  firft,.  he  only  built  a 
fort  of  wood  and  earth,  to  which  he  gave  the 
name  of  Keer  de  Kou  (a  defence  again  ft  cold), 
adding  a  few  other  buildings  wanted  for  his 
people,  and  to  hold  the  goods. 

This  colony  has,  in  fadl,  extremely  well 
anfwered  the  intent  with  which  it  was  fet¬ 
tled,  and  has  encreafed  fo  much  fince  that 
time,  that  it  may  now  be  efteemed  one  of 
the  moft  indilpenfable  pofleffions  of  the 
Company. 

A  number  of  refugees  from- France,  who 
were  obliged  to  leave  that  country,  in  1685, 
on  account  of  their  religion,  did  not  a  little 
contribute  to  the  extenfion  of  the  fettlement. 
Although  they  met  with  an  alylum  in  our 
republic,  they  did  not,  all  of  them,  find  iuffi- 
ei.ent  means  of  fiipport ;  many,  therefore, 
emigrated  again  to  this  country,  in  order  to 
exert  their  induftry,  in  the  cultivation  of 
thole  fertile  trails,  which  lay  here  untilled , 
and  lcarcely  noticed.  To  facilitate  this  to 
them,  the  Company  directed,  that  the  im¬ 
plements  cf  hufbandry,  cattle,  and  other 
neceffaries,  ihould  be  delivered  to  them, 

upon, 
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■  pen  condition  that  their  value  fhould  be  re¬ 
paid,  at  the  end  of  four  years.  Two-thirds 
of  the  farmers  that  live  in  the  country,  bear 
names  which  prove  their  French  origin. 
Among  others,  there  are  a  great  many  of  the 
names  of  Villiers  and  Retif. 

"  The  fruitfulnefs  of  the  women  in  this 
healthy  climate,  where  few,  have  lefs  than 
lix,  and  many,  more  than  ten  or  twelve  chil¬ 
dren,  has  occafioned,  and  ftill  occafions,  the 
continual  extenfion  of  the  colony  inland  ;  fo 
that,  as  I  have  been  informed  by  people  well 
worthy  of  credit,  there  are  farmers  who  live 
at  the  diftance  of  two  hundred  Dutch  miles 
from  the  town,  and  Hand  in  need  of  a 
month’s  time,  to  travel,  with  their  teams  of 
oxen,  to  the  Cape.  There  are  many  of  them 
who  have  never  been  at  the  fettlement,  and 
never  go  out  of  the  diftritt  in  which  they 
dwell,  contenting  themfelves  with  what  the 
country  affords,  and  living  a  patriarchal 
life,  free  from  care,  difquiet,  and  difeafe. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  town,  both  met* 
and  women,  look  frefh  and  healthy.  They 
are  well-proportioned  ;  and  among  the  ladies, 
there  are  many  who  truly  deferve  the  name 
of  beauties. 
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In  general,  they  are  likewjfe  more  witty 
and  lively  than  the  men  ;  free  in  their  man¬ 
ners,  and  very  fond  of  pleafure,  which  is,  in 
faft,  the  bufinefs  of  their  lives.  They  are 
much  attached  to  ftrangers,  efpecially  to  the 
Engiilh,  who  care  not  for  their  money,  and 
fpend  it  freely  upon  the  ladies,  and  in  pro¬ 
curing  them  every  kind  of  diverlion.  I  did 
‘not  perceive  that  they  made  much  of  the 
generality  of  our  feamen ;  yet  it  does  not  un- 
frequently  happen,  that  thefe  pick  up  wives 
here,  and  bring  them  to  Europe. 

They  all  lead  a  very  eafy  life.  The  men, 
who  are  freemen  of  the  town,  are  feldom 
ieen  abroad :  they  are  generally  at  home,  in 
an  undrefs,  and  ipend  their  time  in  fmoking 
tobacco,  and  in  loitering  up  and  d6wn  the 
houfe. 

After  dinner,  they  take  a  nap,  according 
to  the  Indian  faflyon,  and  in  the  evening 
they  play  a  game  at  cards.  They  are  not 
addi&ed  to  reading,  and  are,  confequently, 
very  ignorant,  and  even  know  little  of  what 
is  doing  in  other  parts  of  the  globe,  exxept 
from  what  they  may  hear  by  the  ftrangers 
who  vifit  them  from  time  to  time.  I  met 
with  feveral,  who  were  not  to  be  perfuaded, 
003  that 
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that  a  better  country,  or  a  more  pleafant 
place,  than  this,  their  native  home,  was  any 
where  to  be  found. 

In  di  ets,  both  men  and  women  follow  the 
Dutch  mode  ;  the  appearance  of  the  latter, 
however,  is  more  modith  than  might  be  ex- 
pe&ed  at  fo  final!  a  place. 

The  charafter  of  the  inhabitants  in  gene¬ 
ral,  efpecially  of  the  farmers,  is  open  and 
friendly.  They  are  extremely  hofpitable, 
and  thare  whatever  they  poffefs  with  the 
Grangers  who  may  vifit  them.  In  the  town, 
however,  much  envy  and  jealouty  prevails 
among  the  inhabitants ;  they  grudge  each' 
other  the  leaf!  good  fortune,  and  their  compa¬ 
nies,  become  in  confequence,  on  the  long  run, 
very  difagreeable  to  Grangers;  for  they  cannot 
avoid  fhewing  their  ill  will  for  their  neigh¬ 
bours,  by  remarks  and  farcafms,  not  always 
unaccompanied  by  flander  and  calumny. 

Moft  families  at  the  Cape  are  maintained 
by  the  trade,  which  they  carry  on  with  the 
feafaring  people  who  touch  there,  or  by 
keeping  lodging-houfes  for  the  fhips’  officers. 
Thefe  generally  pay  one  rixdollar  per  day, 
per  head. 

Thefe  means  would  not,  however,  afford 
a  fufficient 
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a  fufficient  livelihood,  were  not  the  necef- 
faries  of  life  proportionably  cheap.  A  good 
fat  fheep  feldom  cods  more  than  feven  Ikil- 
lings  *  ;  when  I  was  there,  beef  fold  for  four 
or  five  doits  (eighths  of  a  diver)  per  pound ; 
a  mud\  of  wheat  amounted  to  about  four 
gilders ;  the  common  wines  were  fold,  from 
two  to  three  and  a  half  divers  per  bottle. 
Beer  is  not  much  drank  here,  though  there 
is  a  brewery  near  the  town,  where  pretty 
good  malt-liquor  is  made. 

On  the  other  hand,  all  articles  for  drefs 
mud  be  imported  from  Europe,  or  from  the 
Indies,  and  this  renders  the  Cape  in  this  re- 
fpedl  a  dear  place.  European  broad  cloth 
generally  affords  a  handfome  profit,  as  an 
article  of  trade. 

The  chief  difbrders  incident  to  the  coun¬ 
try,  are  fuch  as  arife  from  colds,  occationed 
by  the  variability  of  the  weather,  and  the 
great  changes  in  it,  which  are  fometimes 
felt  on  the  fame  day.  Fluxes,  putrid  fevers, 
and  all  difeafes  proceeding  from  exceffive 
heat  and  noxious  exhalations,  are  feldom 
heard  of,  except  in  the  hofpital. 


*  About  3.0  qj.  fterling.  <T. 

|  A  mud  is  equal  to  about  three  bufhels.  T , 
OO4 
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This  fettlement  has,  however,  not  long 
ago,  fuffered  amazingly,  for  the  third  time, 
by  the  ravages  of  the  fmall-pox.  Many  of 
the  inhabitants,  who  had  never  had  this  dis¬ 
order,  fled  to  the  country,  where  it  had  not 
Ipread,  and  the  town  became,  on  a  fudden, 
an  abandoned  and  Solitary  place. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  century,  this  de- 
ftrudtive  fcourge  was  unknown  in  this  coun¬ 
try.  It  was  in  the  year  1713,  as  I  was  told 
by  fome  old  people  who  were  then  alive,  that 
it  was  difcovered  for  the  firfl:  time,  and  de- 
ftroyed  a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  Cape  remained  free  from  its  ravages, 
afterwards,  till  the  year  1 755,  when  it  again 
burft  out  with  great  fury,  and  carried  off 
upwards  of  two-and-twenty  hundred  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town,  in  a  very  Ihort  time. 

It  appeared  for  a  third  time,  in  the  years 
1765  and  1766.  The  infe&ion  was  then 
faid  to  have  been  brought  by  an  Indian  Have 
with  one  of  the  homeward  Ihips.  It  did  not 
rage  with  fo  much  violence,  as  the  two  for¬ 
mer  times  ;  but  it  was  not  till  the  year  17 69 
that  it  entirely  difappeared,’ 

During  this  latter  prevalence  of  the  con¬ 
tagion,  one  gentleman  inoculated  two  or  his 
children, 
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children,  with  this  fmgular  confequence,  that 
the  eruption  did  not  take  place,  till  the  forty- 
fourth  day  after  inociilation ;  they  both  did 
very  well,  and  were  alive  when  I  left  the 
Cape .  This  man  was  the  only  one,  who 
was  rational  enough,  to  put  this  falutary  in¬ 
vention  in  pra&ice. 

The  greateft  degree  of  heat,  that  I  ob- 
ferved  here,  was  87°,  and  the  loweft  68p,  in 
the  afternoon,  by  a  Fahrenheit’s  thermome¬ 
ter.  The  barometer  rifes  and  falls  very  fud- 
denly  ;  it  generally  afcends  when  the  wind 
is  at  s.E.  and  defcends  when  at  n.w. 

The  tides  do  not  rife  high ;  the  difference 
between  high  and  low  water  being  no  more 
than  three  or  four  feet. 

The  filver  ducatoon,  which  goes  in  India 
for  eighty  ftivers,  is  only  current  here  for 
feventy-two,  whether  milled  or  not.  Ru¬ 
pees,  whether  of  Batavia,  Surat ,  or  Bengal , 
jndifcriminately,  go  for  twenty-four  ftivers* 
The  coins  which  are  current  in  Holland,  are 
equally  fo  here,  except  the  Zealand  rixdol- 
Jars,  for  which  no  more  than  fifty  ftivers  can 
be  obtained.  Sefthalfs  (pieces  of  5!  ftivers) 
go  for  {killings  (pieces  of  fix  ftivers).  Ac¬ 
counts  are  kept  here,  juft  as  at  Batavia ,  in 
rixdollars 
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rixdollars  of  forty-eight  ftivers.  At  public 
tales,  and  likewife  in  retail,  the  prices  are 
taken  at  Cape  gilders  of  fixteen  ftivers  each. 
The  Company’s  books  are  kept  here,  as  well 
as  through  all  India,  in  Holland’s  currency. 

The  chief  authority  is  vefted  in  a  gover¬ 
nor,  who  is,  at  the  fame  time,  counfellor  of 
India.  During  my  abode  here,  this  office 
was  filled  by  Mr.  Tulbagh,  who  had  re- 
tided  at  the  Cape,  in  a  variety  of  ftations, 
ever  fince  the  year  1716,  and  was  univer- 
i'ally  beloved  by  *he  colonies,  on  account  of 
his  excellent  qualities. 

A  certain  number  of  the  chief  fervants  of 
the  Company,  are  given  to  him  ascounfellors, 
and  who  form  the  council  of  polity.  The 
fecond  in  rank  next  to  the  governor,  and  the 
fifcal,  who  is  independent  of  him,  have  the 
rank  of  fenior  merchants ;  and  thefe,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  chief  of  the  military,  who  has 
the  title  of  lieutenant-colonel,  or  major,  arc 
the  principal  perfons  of  the  eftablifhment. 

The  management  of  whatever  regards 
navigation,  is  veiled  in  a  comptroller  of 
equipment,  who  is  equally  a  member  of  the 
council  of  polity. 

The  adminiftration  of  jullice  is  confided  to 
a  feparatc 
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a  feparate  council,  of  which,  the  fecond  in 
command  of  the  colony  is  prefident.  In 
civil  matters,  an  appeal  lies  from  their  fen- 
tence  to  the  council  of  juftice  at  Batavia. 
In  criminal  affairs,  they  are  empowered  both 
to  pals  fentence  of  death,  and  to  put  it  into 
immediate  execution^ 

Punifhments  are  very  fevere  here,  efpe- 
cially  with  regard  to  oriental  flaves.  In  the 
year  1768,  I  faw  one,  who  had  fet  an  houfe 
on  fire,  broken  alive  upon  the  wheel,  after 
the  flefhhad  been  torn  fro#ihis  body,  in  eight 
different  places,  with  red-hot  pincers,  with¬ 
out  his  giving  any  fign  of  pain,  during  the 
execution  of  this  barbarous  fentence,  which 
Jafted  full  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  Impale¬ 
ment  is  in  ufe  here,  as  well  as  at  Batavia. 

Officers  are  appointed  in  the  interior  parts 
of  the  colony,  called  drofts,  or  fheriffs,  who 
arreft  criminals,  but  have  no  power  of  trying 
or  judging  them ;  they  mu  ft  be  fent  up  to 
the  council  of  juftice,  to  be  examined  and 
punifhed. 

Befides  the  above,  there  are  feveral  other 
civil  courts,  or  boards. 

There  are  three  clergymen  of  the  reform¬ 
ed  religion,  who  preach  twice  every  Sunday. 

The 
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The  Company’s  troops  amount  to  about 
four  hundred  men.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
town,  and  the  country-people,  are  all  like- 
wife  enrolled,  and  divided  into  companies. 


END  OF  VOLUME  TH8  FIRST. 

'  * 


13806 


Voyages  to  the  East  Indies 


pi  Bookl 
pi  Chap  1 
p3  Shingles 

pi  1  Islands  of  Porto  Santo  and  Madeira 
pi  5  Islands  of  Sal  and  Bona  Vista 
p24  Cape  St  Augustine 
p30  Chap  2 
p43  Amsterdam  Island 
p53  Islands  of  Kraketau,  Dwarsinden  Weg, 
Wapens  Van  Hoorn,  Onrust 
p55  Chap  3 
p56  Bantam 
p64  Fort  Speelwyk 
p93  Chap  4 
p102  Point  Palmiras 
pi  06  Dover 
pi  12  Chap  5 
pi  14  Fultah 

pi 51  Great  Famine  at  Patna 
pi  64  Island  Sumatra 
pi  70  Chap  6 

pi  72  Earthquake  at  Batavia 
p182  Reefof  Anguillas 
pi  87  Chap  7 
pi  92  Grass  Sea 
pi  95  Narrative  of  a  Woman 
p201  Bookll 

p201  Observations  Respecting  the  Island  of 

p201  Chap  1 

p201  Situation  of  Java 

p202  Prince's  Island 

p21 5  Empire  of  Jaccatra 

p221  Chap  2 

p249  Chap  3 

p249  Batavia 

p272  Environs  of  Batavia 

p276  Chap  4 

p276  Government  of  Batavia 
p312  Chap  5 

p312  Mode  of  Living  of  the  Europeans  at 
Batavia 

p324  Norimon 
p329  Chap  6 

p329  Short  Account  of  the  Out-Factories 
p345  Northeast  Coast  of  Java 


p379  Island  Onrust 
p385  Booklll 

p385  Observations  Respecting  Bengal 
p385  Chap  1 

p385  Situation  and  Extent  of  Bengal 

p396  River  Ganges 

p406  Chap  2 

p406  Inhabitants  of  Bengal 

p418  Festival  of  the  Ganges 

p437  Dancing  Girls 

p440  Chap  3 

p440  Marriages  of  the  Bengalese 
p455  Moguls 
p458  Chap  4 

p458  Government  in  Bengal 
p481  Chap  5 

p481  European  Nations  in  Bengal 
p493  Description  of  Calcutta 
p512  Chap  6 
p512  Chinsurah 
p51 9  Bernagore 
p521  Chap  7 

p521  Manner  of  Life  of  the  Europeans 
p530  Description  of  Chandernagore 
p535  BookIV 

p535  Observations  Respecting  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope 
p535  Chap  1 
p536  Robben  Island 
p543  Vineyards  of  Constantia 
p547  Chap  2 
p547  Hottentots 
p557  Chap  3 
p557  Animals 
p562  Chap  4 

p562  First  Settlement  of  the  Colony 
p564  Inhabitants  of  the  Town 


